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Manager’s Corner
The Board of Directors is constantly working to
improve the look of the entire community with
changes and additions to the landscaping, new
colors for the homes, new driveway colors, new
canopies for the pool, tennis courts, and the upstairs
balcony overlooking the pool. The Board also
approved painting the pool fence and the balcony
railing a bronze color to improve the entire look of
the pool area and make the foliage outside the fence
more visible.
With all of this work going on to better the
appearance of the common areas, residents should
take a look at updating their own landscaping to bring the whole community
together with a fresh new look. As I tour the property I still see residents‟
landscape beds with the same plants that Oriole installed 10-15 years ago. Many
of these plants – Ixoras, Silver Buttonwoods (these are actually trees, not
shrubs), Cocoplumbs, just to name a few – have an aesthetic lifespan of three to
five years. After that they become “long and leggy” and are no longer attractive.
The Documents require residents to “replace any dead or obviously dying trees
and shrubs on their lots.” If your landscaping hasn‟t been changed or updated in
several years, right now during the spring growing season is the best time to get
rid of the old foliage and replant. Keep in mind that everything that is done
outside of your house – from changing landscaping to repainting driveways or
installing new carriage lights requires the approval of the Architectural Review
and Conformance (ARC) Committee. The ARC Forms can be found in the back
hallway in the pocket on the lower left hand corner of the Wall O‟ Information.
Driveways are also a constant maintenance problem for residents. The paint
bubbles, peels, and chips and many residents simply add yet another coat of
paint to an already over-painted driveway. This is just asking for more problems
within a short period of time. After a driveway has had three or four coats of
paint, additional layers simply will not adhere. The best method to use is to
have the driveway and sidewalk sandblasted to remove all of the old paint and
then apply two light coats of stain. Another technique is to sandblast the
driveway and sidewalk, put down a two-part epoxy base and then apply two
light coats of paint or stain. The clubhouse driveway under the lobby overhang
was redone using the epoxy base and then two light coats of paint. I guarantee
that driveway has more vehicle traffic than any 10 driveways in the Community.
It was done over three years ago and still looks great just with an occasional
power washing.
Majestic Isles is approaching the 15-year-old mark and more and more work will
be required by the Association to keep the common areas on the property
looking their best. All residents need to do their part to keep the entire
community a place everyone can be proud to call “Home.”
Ken Miller, Association Manager
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of
Directors Meeting, March 10, 2011
Minutes of the March meeting will not be available until
the Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform
residents in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and
abbreviated notes below.

President’s Report, Joel Rosenthal
 Board has approved using Larry Schner for all
legal matters. He will be taking over the matter of the
foreclosure properties.
Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas
As of March 10, 2011:
 Two units have still not paid their maintenance
fees. Matter has been turned over to our attorney.
 Certified audit for 2010 is complete and in hands
of the Bd. of Directors. After vote to accept audit, it
can be distributed to any resident who requests it.
 Reminder, if you pay your maintenance via
Internet banking, be sure the correct payment amount
and mailing addresses have been brought up to date.
These items usually change each year so please recheck your information.
 (Residents may request report of cash positions and
statement of operations at the office.)

April 2011

Unfinished Business
 Motion to reduce height of the perimeter ficus
hedge to 8 feet, from locations 10796 RCC to 10808
RCC passed by 6-0 vote.
 Motion to discontinue the recycling in the public
areas passed 6-0.
New Business
 Motion to add more approved colors for the
driveways passed 6-0.
 Motion to accept the proposal from South Florida
Pool Heating for a new hot tub heater passed 6-0.
 Motion to approve Larry Schner as the new
attorney passed 6-0.
 Motion to landscape Triangle Palm bed on Imperial Seas at a cost not to exceed $3,000 passed 6-0.
 Motion to replace only the belts and decks on the
men‟s treadmills passed 6-0.
 Motion to repaint the pool fence and the upstairs
railing for $3,470 passed 6-0.
 Motion to approach the county to put up “No
Parking” signs on the east side of El Clair Ranch
Road from Woolbright Road to Boynton Beach Blvd,
passed 4-2.

Safety and Security, Steve Bayer
 All residents, except for 7 full-time and about 27
part time residents, have had decals put on their cars.
Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein
 Committee discussed height of perimeter ficus
hedges. (See Unfinished Business)
Clubhouse Committee, Harvey Galan
 Mark from M&P will be approached about adding
potted plants to the pool area.
 The painting and cleaning for the year has been
completed.
Insurance Committee, Joel Rosenthal for Janice
Davidson
 Claim for floors in upstairs women‟s restroom and
men‟s steam room has been withdrawn.
 Plastridge looking into insurance renewals for
5/1/11
deadline.
Citizen
Insurance
shows
approximately a 9.5% increase.
Planning Committee, Joel Rosenthal for Janice
Davidson
(see article on page 5)

CITIZEN OBSERVER PATROL
C.O.P. UNIT #74
By Fred Oestreicher

When driving inside Majestic Isles,
Please keep your speed to 19 miles.
See backup lights in a driveway, coming out?
Slow down, honk your horn. There‟s no need to
shout.
You caught their attention, but you were close,
A little courtesy is what you chose.
Stop signs are RED and for you to observe.
Passing them by? You‟ve got some nerve.
Leaving the community, look left and right,
You are "good:" no oncoming cars are in your sight.
Go by these rules, both women and men.
You'll be safe, have a good trip, come back again.
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GOOD AND WELFARE
GET WELL
Ellie Fox
Norm Herman
Renee Stichel
SYMPATHY
To Marilyn Friedberg on the loss of her husband,
Herb.
MESSAGES
Thanks to all of my friends and neighbors for all the
cards, calls, donations and good wishes for my
speedy recovery following my recent surgery.
Berne Berger
Thank you to my friends and neighbors for your
cards, donations, visits, calls and gifts after my recent
surgery. It was truly appreciated. Majestic Isles is a
great community.
Ed Gerard
My sincere thanks to all for your donations, cards,
calls and for attending the memorial service in my
husband Milton‟s memory. It was quite overwhelming. I appreciate all your kindness.
Estelle Levy
To my Majestic Isles friends: Many thanks for your
cards, donations and uplifting calls during my
recovery from surgery. How lucky I am to have such
caring and thoughtful friends.
Erwin Silling
Thank you for your kindness, support and
contributions in memory of my husband Al. Your
many warm and responsive phone calls were a great
comfort. Thank you.
Saralee Weinstein

Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length (30
word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to Elaine Jay by
email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare as the
subject. Acknowledgement of your email is verification
that your message has been received.

5

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By Joel Rosenthal
The “pool makeover” should be
completed just in time for the Easter
and Passover holidays. Visitors and
residents will be able to enjoy the new beauty of both
the pool and the completion - at long last - of the
clubhouse improvements.
It is important that we inform our visitors that they
must comply with association regulations regarding
locations within Majestic Isles. We all should be
concerned with the safety and appearance of our
community, especially pool regulations, where safety
is a necessity.
A reminder to residents that Wi-Fi is available in the
clubhouse and visitors may use their laptops there if
they wish. People using the clubhouse Wi-Fi will
need a password, which can be obtained at the office
during regular office hours.
Young visitors using the poolroom on the second
floor should be supervised by adults. Here, too, rules
should be observed. Majestic Isles is a wonderful
place for friends and family to visit and with just a
little care we can all enjoy the sunshine and facilities
in a safe and respectful manner.

M. I. Planning Committee
By Janice Davidson
The Planning Committee had its second meeting on
Friday, March 4. Twelve people were present. At
this meeting the committee‟s mission was established
as follows: “The Majestic Isles Planning Committee
shall review the 2009 Reserve Study Report, with
respect to community needs for the next five years,
and thereafter the committee shall make
recommendations to the Majestic Isles Board of
Directors.”
The committee will document the recommendations
discussed at each meeting.
Watch channel 63 for announcements of future
Planning Committee meetings.
All interested
residents are welcome to attend.
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SAFETY IN THE ISLES
MATURE DRIVERS’ TRAINING
COURSE
By Ken Keller

Once again we are offering a Mature Drivers‟
class in our ballroom. It will take place
Monday and Tuesday May 9 and 10 from 9
a.m to 12 noon.
After taking the two-day class, you will
receive a certificate that may qualify you for
a discount on your auto insurance. (Check
with your insurance company to be sure.) In a
one-car family, only one member of the
family is required to take the class. If there
are two cars and two drivers, each must
attend.
This year, the Safety Council requires
preregistration and prepayment of a $10
check made out to Safety Council of Palm
Beach County Inc. I will be in the lobby of
the clubhouse to issue the preregistration
forms on Wednesday, April 6 and
Wednesday, April 20 from 10 a.m. to 12
noon. I can accept checks at the same time.
On the back lobby bulleting board, there is a
list of residents who took the class in 2008.
The certificate is good for 3 years. New
people who want to attend the class should
add their names to the list and come down to
preregister and prepay.
Call Ken Keller (738-9401) – after 9 a.m.,
please - for further information.

Wisdom consists in being able to distinguish
among dangers and make a choice of the
least harmful. — Niccolo Machiavelli, The
Prince

By Steve Bayer
Two weeks ago a resident saw two teenage school
boys walking on Grand Harbour Circle. She stopped
and asked where they were going, and they replied
they were taking a short cut home. Knowing that
wasn‟t true, she told them that it is a gated
community and that they should leave. She watched
as they went behind a home, jumped the fence and
went down El Clair Ranch Road. She called the
guard at the gate, who told her to call the Sheriff‟s
non-emergency number. She decided not to do that.
The correct thing to do in an instance like this is not
to approach the kids, but to immediately call the
Sheriff‟s office at 911. A deputy will respond, take
the visitors to their home and talk with their family
and to the principal at Odyssey Middle School
This week we installed a new STOP sign inside the
El Clair entrance gate. This is the third sign, in
addition to the word STOP painted on the ground.
While we were installing this sign, a resident entered
the community, waved hello and proceeded to drive
right past the three signs without a stop. Is it going to
take a bad accident at this intersection to make people
understand that the STOP signs mean STOP? Aside
from accident prevention, stopping is the only way
that we can prevent a car from piggy backing a
resident into the community. Please, STOP and
check in your mirror that the gate arm has come
down to prevent another car from following you into
the community.
Lastly, I‟d like to thank all the guys and gals who
helped distribute the yellow car stickers. We sat in
front of the clubhouse numerous days and even one
evening to accomplish what we did.
Thanks also to Bonnie for help in following up the
last few families. We have only six residents who
won‟t comply, but that is their choice.
And thanks to all of you who took the time to drive
by and allow us to apply the stickers. We are
working to make this a safer community.
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Highlights of the March 16, 2011
COBWRA Meeting at Valencia Shores
Ethel Isaacs Williams, FP&L is the Area Manager
for Florida Power & Light. She spoke about the smart
meters that are coming to South Palm Beach County
in the third quarter of 2011.
 Smart meters are part of a bigger plan called
Energy Smart Florida to create a smart power grid.
 FPL will no longer have to send a meter reader to
your house. Estimated bills are no longer needed.
 If your power is interrupted, the smart meter will
report the outage to FPL instantly.
 The network will try to figure out a new path to
get power to your house and return service.
 Ms. Williams introduced Juan del Calvo, FPL
Field Operations, who explained how smart meters
work:
 Smart meters are digital devices and have a small
computer inside. They have a blue face.
 Smart meters use a two-way 900 MHz radio signal
to communicate with each other and FPL‟s network.
 There will be a short power interruption when
smart meters are installed to replace your current
meter.
 FPL will notify everyone in advance and knock on
your door before installation.
 After installation, it may be several months before
the meters are activated. Activation is done after the
network is completely installed.
 Once activated, residents can go online and see
how their power is used by the day, month or hour.
 If you are moving, FPL will be able to read your
Smart Meter remotely at any time.
There were questions about the safety of FPL‟s
nuclear power plants. Mrs. Williams is not an expert
on nuclear power and promised to get COBWRA
more information to answer the questions.

Officials’ Reports
PBC Commissioner Shelley Vana, District 3,
reported new regulations for animal care and sales:
Pet owners:
 Cannot place a dog outside in a pen smaller than
80 SF with 40 SF more for each additional dog.
 Must keep pet pens clean of feces and sharp
objects.
 Must provide pets shelter with shade, fans or A/C
if temperatures exceed 85F.
 Pets that cannot tolerate cold must have heating or
be taken inside if temperatures fall below 40F.
In addition, Pet Stores must:
 Label cats and dogs with place of birth and

9

disclose prior owners and medical histories.
 Allow exchange or return of dogs and cats found
to have serious preexisting conditions within the first
year of ownership.
 Never buy pets from breeders and owners
convicted of animal cruelty.
PBC Commissioner Burt Aaronson, District 5
thanked COBWRA for coming to Tallahassee.
Aaronson reported the County Commission approved
funding and the construction of lighting for the
second multi-purpose sports field behind Canyon
Town Center. Soon both fields will be lighted for
our kids to play soccer.
 The Commission has asked the State Legislature
to ban ammunition clips holding more than 15
bullets.
 Comm. Aaronson asked county residents to let
him hear your ideas and concerns as the planning of
the 2012 budget goes forward. The next budget year
is going to be more difficult than the current year.
Chief Todd Blake, Fire Rescue Battalion 4, said a
new rescue truck has been added to Station 44 on
Flavor Pict Road. The station now has 2 rescue
trucks and one fire engine and will be staffed with
five fire fighters.

COBWRA Annual Meeting
COBWRA Officers elected: The following officers
were elected for the 2011-2012 term:
Pres.: Ken Lassiter, Pipers Glen Estates; First V.P: Stuart
Caine, Ponte Vecchio West; Second V.P. Dagmar Brahs,
Tara Estates; Sec’y: Debbie Murphy, Cypress Creek;
Treas.: Madelyn Saul, Palm Isles. Installation on 4/20.

COBWRA Reports:

Palm Beach County
Day, Tallahassee. COBWRA‟s delegation had 12
appointments with legislators key to passage of bills
for HOAs and Condos. COBWRA attended the
Governor‟s State of the State speech and joined
county leaders in a meeting with Senate President
Mike Haridopolos. Top issue was the problem in the
2010 law that prohibits release of phone numbers,
causing communities to delay or cease publication of
community phone directories. After the problem was
explained, all legislators agreed to fix this glitch.
Delegates’ Petition: A petition was submitted asking
the Executive Bd. to override the votes of the
Delegates on the Bylaws changes. However,
according to COBWRA Bylaws, the Board does not
have the power to override the Delegates‟ votes.
Future Meetings (Open to the public) Apr 5, 6:30
pm: Growth Management at PBSO Dist. 6 Apr 20,
9:30 am: Delegates meeting at Quail Ridge.
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson

The brilliant red flowers that you see growing
profusely in our beautiful beds in the common
ground medians and in our signage areas are wax
begonias. If kept in partial shade and kept moist,
these plants provide a continuous display of vibrant
colors throughout the fall and winter seasons and into
the summer months. Begonias have many varieties in
flowers and foliage color. Green, bronze and
variegated foliage are available in combination with
white, pink and red flowers. I have found the bronze
foliage to be the hardiest to grow. The wax begonia
requires little maintenance and is a perfect
compliment to grow as a background to the low
growing white or purple alyssum.
The begonia, which is of tropical origin, was
discovered in 1690 in Santo Domingo by Charles
Plumer who named the flower for his patron Michel
Begon. Begonias are essentially classified according
to the type of root structure they possess; tuberous,
fibrous (wax begonia), or rhizomatous. The tuberous
begonias are primarily propagated from tubers,
whereas the fibrous rooted begonias possess fibrous
roots and are further subdivided into the cane
stemmed, e.g., the white angel winged begonias
growing in the bed in the clubhouse entry. The
rhizomatous begonias, e.g. the rex begonias, possess
thick root-like rhizomes that grow either vertically or
horizontally.
Formerly, fibrous rooted begonias were mostly nonhybrid varieties that did the best in partial shade.
However, through the concerted effort of plant
breeders many new varieties displaying a diversity of
flower color, foliage color and growth habit were
introduced. Today wax begonias are not restricted to
a partial shade location and can be grown in full sun.
Very few other plants can beat the fibrous rooted

begonias for hardiness and continuous bloom
throughout the summer season. In our south Florida
climate the fibrous rooted begonias withstand
drought and heat better than many of our spring and
summer annuals. The wax begonia will not grow out
of bounds and can be planted close together in a
relatively small area, such as we have at the gates to
the community.
Begonias thrive in porous, slightly acid and welldrained soil. South Florida‟s sandy soil must be
amended for the best growth. To improve the soil
structure and to increase the water holding capacity,
we add a substantial amount of peat moss and
compost to the soil. Begonias are not heavy feeders,
so apply fertilizer sparingly. Plants should be planted
8 to 12 inches apart for best results.
Begonias are not attacked by many insects. The
major pests, snails and slugs, can be controlled with a
drop of vinegar. Some fungus organisms that may
impact the wax begonias are powdery mildew, root
and stem rot.
Remember, annuals should be used in groups of
several plantings together. Using too few plants in
groupings will fail to make an impact in your
landscape.
You can observe a magnificent local display of of
wax begonias and white alyssums in the entry to the
Mizner Reserve Community on One Mile Road off
Atlantic Avenue.
Also, if you visit Brussels,
Belgium in August, the Grand Palace Central Market
has a beautiful spectacular floral carpet that is made
of 700,000 begonias!!
Happy Gardening!
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INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP
By Al Silverman Facilitator
Several people had asked, at our meeting on March
14, “What is going on with this stock market?”
Shouldn‟t they have asked, instead, “What is
happening in this country and the world to affect the
markets?” A few recent headlines are an indication of
some contributing factors.
 Stocks plunge on economic news; oil prices surge
Stocks lift household wealth; companies amass cash
Unemployment rate falls in 24 states, rises in 10
 Home foreclosures rise
 February budget deficit highest ever for any
month.
More people sought unemployment aid last month.
Libya in turmoil
 Saudis fire on protestors, oil prices drop
 January trade deficit jumped to $46 billion
 Japan hit by earthquake, tsunami
 Several Japanese nuclear plants in serious trouble
 Inflation ---for lower income folks, it‟s here---for
higher income folks, it‟s coming.
The bears say the market is correcting. The bulls say
we will soon have a wonderful opportunity to buy at
lower prices. Historical records indicate that the
stock market should do well in the third year of a
president‟s four year term. What can you believe?
A cover story in Barron’s talks about the continuing
plunge in the value of the dollar. Foreign countries
are losing faith in the U.S. dollar as the world‟s
reserve currency. China, for example, is trading with
Brazil using China‟s renminbi and Brazil‟s real
instead of U.S. dollars. China is increasing its
purchases of non-financial hard assets worldwide,
such as commodities that are in big demand, instead
of dollar-denominated financial securities.
If this ensuing de-coupling of exchange rates comes
to pass, U.S. consumers can expect to see the value of
their money continue to depreciate, and U.S.
companies can expect exports to rise. However, the
price of imports will rise and cause inflation pressure
to increase. The Federal Reserve‟s monetary policy
of keeping interest rates low, (to help stimulate
business and economic growth by purchasing up to
$600 billion of Treasury bonds) is expected to run
through June. If there is no follow-up, then interest
rates will probably continue to rise.
(continued on page 21)

By Thelma Mechanic

Please do not mistake this
as an invitation to a gourmet club meal. That would
be an exceptional meal. What I am referring to is a
frequent scenario.
You‟re on a shopping spree in the mall, or entering or
leaving a movie, or supermarket shopping.
Invariably you run into a friend you had every
intention to telephone. But you didn‟t. You‟re
happy to see each other and stop to chat for a few
minutes to catch up on “What‟s new?” You both
decide that you should make a date to get together
and one of you says, “Let‟s do lunch.” Agreed.
Next step. Like every true retiree, you pull out your
calendar. “Let‟s see, dentist appointments, medicals,
beauty parlors, manicure appointments, club
meetings, standing canasta and Mah Jongg games,
club luncheons (Woman‟s Club, Hadassah, or Cancer
group). Hm - and a date to be home for an ECM
service call from 3-6.
Your friend has similar
commitments on other dates. Aha, two weeks from
now you have a mutual open date and you agree to
lunch at 1:00 p.m.
The morning of the appointment, you call to confirm
your date. Then the next decision appears. “Where
would you like to eat?”
Q. “Would you like Chinese, I have a discount
coupon?”
A. “No thanks, I had Chinese last night.”
Q. “How about Italian?”
A. “I‟m trying to keep my weight down. It‟s too
heavy for lunch.”
Q. “What about fish?”
A. “I‟m having that for dinner.”
Q.”Would you consider a salad?”
A. “That sounds good!”
So, after negotiating with your friend you finally “do
lunch” at Sweet Tomatoes. You‟re on line for the
salad bar, then up and down to get other tasty morsels
to eat. You chat and are pleased that you were able
to get together.
It‟s a beautiful sunny afternoon and you both
acknowledge that it‟s a great day to be at the pool.
One more thing we agreed upon. “Doing Lunch”
beats cooking!
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THE MAJESTIC ISLES PICKERS
By Donna Shaneson
Have you ever watched the History Channel's zany
new show “American Pickers?” Four friends in
Majestic Isles go “picking” every Wednesday. Judy
Wexler, Ellie Yates, Bonnie Golub and Donna
Shaneson roam Palm Beach County for wonderful
picks.
Ellie collects antique pins from the 1920s and 30s.
She has found some beauties in various venues,
especially in Palm Beach County consignment
stores. Judy collects blue and white China plates.
Her home is a show place for her many collections,
especially antique quilts. One day it should be
photographed in country living magazine. Judy built
a plate rack around the rooms to display her
magnificent collectibles.
Bonnie collects wicker furniture. She has a wonderful
Florida room, where she displays her shabby chic
antique wicker furniture. (Shabby chic, as defined in
Wikipedia, is “a form of interior design where
furniture and furnishings are either chosen for their
age and signs of wear and tear or new items are
distressed to achieve the appearance of an antique. At
the same time, a soft, minimalistic, and feminine feel
is emphasized to differentiate it from regular vintage
decor; hence the "chic" in the name.”) Donna
collects bracelets especially Bakelite from the 1950s.
She also loves old books. Dixie Highway, south of
the Norton Museum, has wonderful antique shops check them out.
I‟ve listed several shops in case you want to try
picking, collecting or just looking at fabulous objects
of art from the past. For provenance, we bring Hilda
Bluestone who was in the antique business for many
years. She validates our finds. She is 93 years young
and a fun member of our Majestic Isles pickers.
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In Lake Worth:
Lake Avenue in Lake Worth has a number of shops.
All Things Beautiful is on the right, a few blocks
north of Lake Avenue on Dixie Highway.
Adam and Eve (561-655-1022) in West Palm Beach
is a good place to look for salvage materials.
Further north:
Northwood Villages’ charming street, which has a
variety of consignment shops, is on Federal Highway
just north of Palm Beach Lakes Blvd on the left.
True Treasures (561-694-2812) is worth the trip.
Take I-95 north to Northlake Blvd., exit right and
make first right at the Home Depot shopping center.
The shop is in the back of the center, on your right.
They have a new rug department.
On US 1 about 5 miles north of Northlake Blvd. on
the left is another True Treasures store. Items are
beautiful, but more expensive in this store.
South of Boynton Beach
In Delray Beach:
Consign Designs (561-496-0006) is on the east side
of Military Trail above Atlantic Ave.
Consignment Treasures (561-495-5743), is on the
west side of Military Trail almost right across the
street from Consign Design)
In Boca Raton:
Past Perfect (561-338-5656) Take Federal Highway
to Mizner Blvd in Boca Raton. Make a left, pass one
light and find the store on the right just before next
light.
Coconut Consignment (561-362-7040) is on Federal
Highway, on the left just below Mizner Blvd.
Attractive accessories at very reasonable prices.
There are two more shops across the street.

Resources for consignment shops
Your best resources are people who love the sport,
the telephone book, local newspapers, and
advertising newspapers found in consignment stores.

In Deerfield:
Consignment Gallery (954-421-2395) is on Federal
Highway two blocks South of Hillsboro Blvd on left
side.

North of Boynton Beach:
In Lantana:
Consignment by Sally (561-547-4848) is on the SW
corner of Lantana and Dixie Highway.

Sugar Chest Antiques Mall is on Federal Highway
below Copans Road. Make a U turn at 10th Street.
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The Reel Story
“THE CONCERT”
By Judy Radin
“The Concert” is a wacky,
boisterous inter-country escapade.
Though its underlying theme about
communist Russia is heartbreaking,
it transmits an offbeat, improbable
comic tone, with serious questions
of politics and identity.
The story centers on a Russian conductor, Andrei
Filipov, who once led the Bolshoi Orchestra to great
acclaim. Over 30 years ago, during Russia‟s
communist years, Andrei was ousted mid-concert for
refusing to dismiss his Jewish musicians. To add
insult to injury, he was demoted to the position of
theater custodian and now wielded a broom instead
of a baton.
One evening as Andrei tended to his cleaning chores
he happened upon a fax from France‟s Theatre du
Chatelet, pleading for the Bolshoi Orchestra to
perform in Paris at short notice. He saw an
opportunity to conduct again and devised an
impulsive, wild plan to steal back his career. Not only
does our hero plot to impersonate the current Bolshoi
conductor, he plans on coming up with an entire
replacement orchestra to complete the scam.
With the help of his friend Sacha, Andrei secured the
assistance of the Bolshoi‟s former manager Ivan – the
very man who ended his career, and set about
recreating his original orchestra. The cohorts get their
act together with an uncanny group of former
orchestra members who for 30 years were making do
in various odd jobs.
Managers of Theatre du Chatelet were astounded by
the Bolshoi‟s bargain rates and could not understand
Andrei‟s demands to conduct only Tchaikovsky‟s
Violin Concerto with the young French violinist,
Anne-Marie Jacquet (Melanie Laurent of “Inglorious
Baterds”) as his soloist. Flashbacks provide the
disturbing grounds for Andrei‟s insistence upon this
particular program and violinist.
The madly exciting hijinks eventually simmer down
and guide the audience to a heavenly, uplifting final
performance.
Jewish French-Romanian director, Radu Mihaileanu
has a knack for interweaving madness and warmth
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into his politically inspired films. His preoccupation
with assumed identities could stem from his
Romanian communist intellectual parents who were
forced to change their Jewish surname to escape the
Nazis during World War II and later fled Ceausescu‟s
dictatorship in Romania for France. Mihaileanu who
has lived in Paris for 30 years inserted into each of
his films obvious concerns of identity.
The illogical components of “The Concert” will
provide the audience with a visual and auditory
delight. Enjoy!

PET PATCH
By Molly
Can you believe I remembered my
Mom‟s birthday? I woke her up
that morning with lots of kisses!
Even the Cancer Unit letter listing
those wishing her a Happy
Birthday had my name on it. It
was a fun day.
By the way, have you noticed my new hairdo? Several of my friends also have new hairdo‟s the
groomer – a nice lady -- comes to our house – isn‟t
that great? (And I don‟t have to sit in a cage for all
those hours!)
It‟s hard to believe another winter season is coming
to an end and the “snowbird dogs” will be returning
North. Those that I know include Lacy, Scooter,
Bandit, Zach and Zoe.
The rest of us will walk when it‟s cooler, otherwise I
stay in my air conditioned home. Good thing we
have that air – I recall last summer being quite hot!
But wherever my pals will be with their owners,
please have a safe and wonderful summer! See you
next Fall!
―I’ve seen a look in dogs’ eyes, a quickly vanishing
look of amazed contempt, and I am convinced that,
basically, dogs think humans are nuts.‖ – John
Steinbeck
―They [dogs] never talk about themselves, but listen
to you while you talk about yourself, and keep up an
appearance of being interested in the conversation.‖
Jerome K. Jerome
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IT’S A DOG’S LIFE
By Phyllis M. Cohen
I can admit it now to you. My husband and I have a
mixed marriage. He‟s comfortable with pets,
especially dogs, and I prefer mine -- in someone
else‟s household. Our differences are genetic, I am
sure. My mother told me that when I was an infant
she held a puppy up for me to see and I shrieked. My
younger sister is even more terrified of dogs. I have
overcome my fears to the point that I can pet dogs,
take them for walks, and be pleasant. My sister still
prefers them at long distance. My husband, on the
other hand, according to family lore, was a toddler
playing in a playpen when a neighbor placed a puppy
next to him to play with. They got along fine until the
puppy nipped him and Alan proceeded to grab the
puppy‟s tail and bite him back, much to the
neighbor‟s dismay. He is, to this day, comfortable
and friendly to pets, but he no longer bites.
Naturally, I was blessed with a houseful of kids who,
from the moment they were born, adored dogs, cats
and anything that crept or crawled. My toddler
daughter was enamored of a gigantic sheepdog kept
safely behind a fence a few blocks from our house,
and every morning her first request was, “See Jack.”
She fearlessly approached a giant Great Dane on the
Ocean City boardwalk one day and stuck her hand
into his mouth while petting him. Fortunately, she
brought her hand out with all fingers attached.
Of course, the kids always clamored for their own
pet, but having successfully raised three children
through the diaper stage, I never succumbed to their
requests. I already knew that Mommy would be the
one to walk the dog, carry the plastic poop bag, take
puppy to the vet, and worry about anal glands,
swallowed toys and dog hair. Resistance was hard in
face of my traitorous mother who in her golden years
always had a dog by her side. It turns out that she was
a secret dog lover all her life and when she shared a
two-family house with my older sister, the granddogs
gravitated to my mother‟s apartment and adopted her
as their mistress. After all, they could always be sure
of a bit of chopped liver or stuffed cabbage falling on
the floor. One of these dogs, Rudy, a German
shepherd (so stupid we claimed that he had failed
obedience school twice) was so protective of her that
twice he ran from her side, after she had fallen from
her wheel chair, to fetch help. We always remarked
when we saw him, “Lassie, Timmie‟s in the well.”
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As soon as my kids were on their own, they acquired
pets. My daughter at first had a huge pit bull shepherd mix who loved me. And like all good
grandparents, we were always asked to dog sit him
when Mommy and Daddy were away. The dog,
named Psycho but called “Puppy” in public, always
greeted me by making a flying leap from the stairs to
meet me (knocking me over in the process) and kiss
me. Maybe he actually hated me and was trying to
scare me. In spite of weighing 75 to 80 pounds, he
thought he was a lap dog and preferred sitting on the
couch with his head on my lap. Like Red Riding
Hood I muttered, “My! What big teeth you have.”
Now when I visit my family, two of the gang have
dogs who want to kiss me to death and our older
son‟s family has a horse for their equestrian daughter.
“Talk about clean-up,” my son moans.
But my kids are not alone in their love of pets.
Americans, according to numerous studies, spend
over $40 billion a year on their pets, and there are
more pets in this country than people, with an
estimated 72 million dogs and 81 million cats in
family homes. And even though the pet may have
been acquired for little cost, like my granddaughter‟s
horse, the upkeep can become costly. Food, medical
care and grooming are only a few of the everyday
costs. Pet owners have high expectations for their
animals including toys, clothes, kennels for vacation
times, pet walkers and babysitters for periods when
Fido or Cleo is home alone, to say nothing of beds,
cages, baby carriages, jeweled collars, training
classes and medical insurance policies. Who said
about dismal discouraging days, “It‟s a dog‟s life?"
For many single people, childless couples and
retirees, pets have replaced children and supply their
owners with unlimited love, devotion and support.
They don‟t ask for the family car, allowances or
college tuition and greet your return from the
bathroom or mailbox with as much joy as if you had
returned from military service. Little wonder that you
can buy portraits of your faithful friend, holiday
cards, matching sweaters, Halloween costumes and
cemetery plots and services for their demise.
So if you have a pet, enjoy him or her. I understand
your emotions. Just don‟t ask me to babysit.
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VISITING
Fred and Greta Oestreicher
By Claire Deveney
The Oestreichers, Fred
and Greta, were born and
raised in different parts of
Germany and both lived
through the Nazi regime.
Fred‟s parents owned a
jewelry store that was
confiscated. He was one
month
away
from
graduating high school when his entire family lived
through Kristallnacht, or The Night of Broken Glass,
named for the shattered store and synagogue
windowpanes during a wave of violent anti-Jewish
pogroms on Nov. 9 and 10, 1938. His father was
arrested and shipped to a concentration camp. Fred
and his mother had to leave their hometown and go to
relatives in a large city that had not yet experienced
Jewish persecution. Greta‟s father also was taken to a
concentration camp. Through connections both were
released in March 1939. At the time they left
Germany with their families later that year Fred was
15 and Greta, 12. After arriving in the United States,
Fred entered Washington Heights High School. After
graduation, he went to Brooklyn School of Optics.
Fred and Greta met at Greta‟s 16th birthday party in
1942. “It was love at first sight,” says Fred. The
following year Fred was drafted into the U.S. Army
and after medical training, he was assigned to the
191st General Hospital. During his training as a
surgical technician in the U.S., one of the doctors
became Fred‟s mentor, helping him learn minor
surgery. The hospital unit went to France and took
over a hospital, where they received the first
wounded casualties from The Battle of the Bulge. An
ophthalmologist placed Fred in charge of the eye, ear,
nose and throat (EENT) clinic and he attained the
grade of Tech Sergeant.
Greta received letters from Fred almost daily and she
has saved them all these years. After Fred‟s discharge
Greta and Fred married in 1947. They‟ve been
married for 64 years on March 23.
Fred, with Greta‟s help from her salary as a
cosmetologist in a New York Park Avenue Beauty
Salon, opened an optical store and took in cameras as
a sideline in Manhattan. Over time, the business
became a camera store and Fred operated two stores
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one in the city and one in Baldwin, Long Island, near
Rockville Center in Nassau County. They moved to
Baldwin and raised two sons. Greta was very active
in the Baldwin Public School system Parent Teachers
Association. Later Greta opened her own business
transferring movies and slides to tapes from 1994 to
1998 in Fred‟s store.
In their tastefully decorated home, there are many
framed photographs of family. Fred was a good
amateur photographer using a Nikon camera.
Displayed in their living room are vivid watercolors
he painted of selected scenes from his travels in
England, France, Finland and the U.S.
In New York, Fred was president of the Baldwin
Chamber of Commerce and treasurer of the Guild of
Photo Dealers in New York and New Jersey.
The Oestreicher‟s sons, both graduates of Duke
University, are married and each has a set of twins.
Charles, a chief administrator for Medco, and his
wife, Gina, an administrator in the Pathology
Department of New York University Weill Institute,
live in Harrison, N.Y. with their three children,
Caitlin, 7, and twins, Emily and Aidan, 6 years old.
Donald, who is a computer consultant for the
Veterans Administration, and his wife, Dona “Dee”,
a computer analyst, live in Fairfax, Va. Their children
are identical twins, Emma and Nikki (Nicole), 17,
who will be starting college this fall.
Fred and Greta moved to M.I. in 1998. Fred has been
most active in M.I., for 10 years serving as a COP
and on the We Care Committee, for which he has
been co-chair for the last three years. He also
coordinated the Mature Driving course at M.I. for
many years and is in the Men‟s Club. During her
first several years here, Greta was very active in
Hadassah and the M.I. Cancer Research Unit of the
Pap Corps, but because of her health, she is no longer
able to participate.
Fred is an active volunteer at the Bethesda Health
City on Hagan Ranch Road serving in the radiation
and oncology section Tuesday and Friday four hours
a week. An avid bowler, Fred started bowling at M.I.
for fun in 2000 and is now a member of the M.I.
Royals bowlers. “It is a wonderful recreation for me,”
said Fred who is 87 years young.
We salute Fred and Greta for sharing part of their life
story with us and for all their volunteer work at M.I.
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS
By Bill Harris
It‟s a narrow six to 24 miles wide
low strip of land we live on,
stretching north 120 miles from
Homestead to Jupiter. Some 5.5
million people live, work, and
play here, sandwiched between
two rivers: the River of Grass, to the west, and the
Florida current, to the east. Fresh water flows slowly
in the River of Grass, about one half mile a day, from
Lake Okeechobee, via the Everglades, and southwest
to Florida Bay. Salt water flows swiftly in the Florida
current, the “official” beginning of the Gulf Stream
system, at a speed of almost 5 knots (7 feet per
second), north through the Florida Straits between
Florida, to the west, and the Bahamas, to the east,,
and then up to Cape Hatteras, NC and beyond.
Southeast Florida wasn‟t always like this. About
127,000 years ago, it was a carbonate platform much
like the present-day Bahamas. Geologists, who have
read the layers of sediment and rock beneath our feet
like the pages of a book, tell us that the lands we now
live on, back then were submerged beneath anywhere
from 13 to 20 feet of warm seawater. Corals formed
an extensive barrier reef off much of Florida‟s
southeast coast, similar to Australia‟s Great Barrier
Reef and the barrier reef in the western Caribbean off
Belize. This Florida barrier reef was much better
developed than the patch reefs that today dot the
Florida Reef Tract seaward of the Florida Keys, or
those along the reef tract‟s eastern margin that border
the Florida Straits, e.g., Molasses Reef, Key Largo
Dry Rocks, or Sombrero Reef. This ancient Florida
barrier reef makes up almost all of the present-day
Florida Keys. Fossilized barrier reef corals are
exposed when excavating for building foundations in
the Keys. They are also found on rock faces in
abandoned rock quarries on Windley Key, and on the
walls of the Cross Keys Canal that cuts across Key
Largo between Florida Bay and the Florida Reef
tract. Parts of the barrier reef can also be seen in Key
Largo limestone, a building stone used throughout
much of southeast Florida.
As in today‟s Bahamas, underwater sand dunes
composed of ooliths - minute concentric spheres of
calcium carbonate much smaller than grains of rice formed where coral reefs were absent on the Florida
bank margin. Continually growing, yet constrained
by the sea surface, the underwater dunes eventually
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spilled inland over subtidal mud flats, smothering
underwater plant growth. Of their modern-day equivalents, the best examples are those that stretch along
the western margin of the Great Bahamas Bank for
approximately 90 miles to the south of Bimini. The
fossilized rock equivalents of these tidal oolite shoals
today underlie most of the metro Miami coastal ridge.
They can be seen exposed along Cutler Ridge, from
downtown Miami through Coconut Grove to
Homestead and in canal walls in Coral Gables.
Coastal ridge rock mining yields Miami Limestone
oolite-bryozoan rock, which is used extensively as
building stone in southeast Florida. Inland from what
was then the bank margin, subtidal flats and
freshwater swamps spread across the Florida
platform to the Gulf of Mexico, just as they do today
on Andros Island in the western Bahamas.
This was south Florida‟s landscape during the time
interval geologists refer to as the Eemian, the
interglacial period that began 130,000 and ended
114,000 years ago. Glaciers were in retreat and reefcrest corals grew profusely in sea levels some 20-feet
higher than today and it was a lot warmer then than it
is now!
Next time: a closer look at the two rivers.

INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP
(coninued from page 13)
The obvious question in many people‟s minds is how
to preserve capital, produce income and stay ahead of
inflation. There is no easy answer. For retirees, the
key is to produce enough income to more than stay
ahead of inflation.
Many of the 10% to 15% distributions are gone for
new investments, because their prices have risen -although there still are a few paying 14% to 19%.
Generally, the norm today is in the range of 5% to7%
for reasonable quality. These include some L.P.‟s,
Preferred stocks, REITS, etc.
If you would like to express your opinion, our
Investment meetings provide an excellent forum. If
you care to ask questions or express your uncertainty,
try us---someone might come up with an answer you
find suitable.
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ICELAND – LAND OF FIRE & ICE
Doris Davidoff & Paul Mendelsohn
Although most of us
have chosen to live in
Florida, especially in
the winter, to escape
cold weather, we
decided
to
visit
Iceland in February.
We were hoping to
see the Northern Lights and Iceland is one of the best
places in the world for this. It is also the warmest of
the major destinations for Northern Lights viewing.
Mother Nature decided not to present these colorful,
dancing phenomena during our stay, but we still had
a fabulous time.
Most Americans know very little about this exciting,
charming and very different island nation. Many
people believe that Iceland and Greenland are
misnamed and should have exchanged names, since
85% of Greenland is covered by glaciers and Iceland
has a very temperate climate and many green areas.
Because the Gulf Stream passes by the island and the
hot volcanic springs beneath it, the capital city of
Reykjavik rarely goes much below freezing and even
the northern area that we visited is only 3-4 degrees
colder. It was quite comfortable while we were there.
After flying non-stop from Sanford Airport (near
Orlando), we started our visit with two nights in
Reykjavik. During our two days there, we took some
tours that helped us learn about Iceland. Doris had
been there several times in the past and Paul had
spent one night in Reykjavik on the way to Europe
many years ago.
During our tours, we saw the world‟s original geyser,
which the Icelanders spell “geysir.” This is the only
Icelandic word that has made it into the English
language. Although the original geyser now only
erupts two or three times each day (it first erupted in
1294), a smaller, but still impressive, one, Strokkur,
erupts every five to seven minutes, so we were able
to view several eruptions. It was fascinating to watch
the water bubble and move in the ground, then start
bubbling up before shooting a stream of water and
steam about 60 feet or more into the air.
Gullfoss (golden waterfall) is Iceland‟s most famous
waterfall – they have many throughout the country. It
is actually a set of two or three waterfalls, cascading
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in a beautiful and striking panorama. Throughout
Iceland it‟s hard not to marvel at the intriguing
landscapes created by volcanic action.
Homeowners in Iceland do not have to pay for
heating their homes because more than 90% of the
homes are warmed by the hot springs under the
surface of much of Iceland.
Iceland is very proud to claim the oldest continuing
parliament, which has been meeting continually since
the 900s. It originally met in an area called
Thingvellir, which is now a national park and is the
most important historic site and one of the most
majestic in the country. Thingvellir was a natural
auditorium, where the high cliffs reflected sound so
everyone in the valley could hear what was being
said. It is also a geological treasure since there is a
major rift between the North American and the
Eurasian tectonic plates. This is one of the very few
spots in the world where this rift comes above water.
You can actually stand so that one foot is in North
America and the other is in Europe.
From Reykjavik, we flew on a small plane up to the
northern city of Akureyri, the center of northern
Iceland and its second largest city, with a population
of 17,000. The entire country has a population of
about 300,000, half living in the Reykjavik area.
Akureyri is the center for winter activities in Iceland.
On the drive to Lake Myvatn and our hotel for the
next two nights, we stopped at Godsfoss (waterfall of
the gods), where in the year 1000, when Christianity
was made the official religion of the country, they
threw statues of the Norse gods into the waterfall.
More than 90% of Icelanders are Lutheran and 2%
are Catholic.
In Iceland people swim in outdoor pools year-round.
The water, from the hot springs, has to be cooled
down before it is safe to swim. Paul took the plunge
and went swimming in the outdoor Nature Baths in
Lake Myvatn while Doris took pictures.
Although we never did see the Northern Lights, we
met several people in both Reykjavik and Lake
Myvatn who were on the same quest. They were all a
lot of fun, but we guess people who go to Iceland in
February have to be a little crazy and that‟s usually
fun. We had a great and memorable experience.
―There are no foreign lands. It is the traveler only
who is foreign.‖ – Robert Louis Stevenson
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WHY I APPLAUD!

By Donna Shaneson

By Joan Baron

Norton Museum
1451 South Olive Avenue
561-832-5196
www.norton.org
Last month I mentioned the fantastic exhibits at the
Norton. Barbara Portnoy pointed out that Palm Beach
residents are admitted free the first Saturday of each
month. So check it out for free!

As a teenager I had one of the best jobs in the whole
wide world. I grew up in Washington, DC; my
mom‟s cousin was best friends with the Feld
Brothers, Izzy and Irving. They owned four record
stores in downtown DC - Super Music City - and, in
the summer, they managed Carter Barron
Amphitheater, which was housed in a wonderful
federally owned park. During the winter, I worked in
the record store, listened to music all day and talked
to the customers…but in the summer, I sold tickets
for the amphitheater. Because it was in our nation‟s
capital, our guests were often Senators and
Congressmen, their staff, family, friends, and, of
course, international figures as well.

Historic Home Artist Studio & Gardens of Ann
Weaver Norton
Ann Norton Sculpture Gardens
253 Barcelona Rd. W.P.B. 33401
561-835-5328
Annnorton@ansg.org
Garden lovers and nature lovers will relish the
fabulous hidden treasure of this garden. Ann
Norton‟s sculptures and art studio are located at the
back of the fabulous, lush, vast gardens. Many
delightful sculptures are placed around the gardens.
It is a few blocks from the Norton Museum and a
nice spot to take out-of-towners to see. Currently on
exhibit at the house there are magnificent photos by
Frank Lee Roggles, who is the official photographer
of the National Parks. His fantastic photos are
reminiscent of those by Ansel Adams.
FAU
The Living Room Theater at FAU
777 Glades Road, Boca Raton
At the entrance to the Living Room Theater at FAU
is a cafe serving light snacks. The theater holds 50
people. It shows current films, foreign films, and
documentaries. On Mondays, the prices are reduced
and it costs only $5.00.
FAU University Theater
561-297-3820
Call for free events, concerts, films, etc. It is a
wonderful resource for culture, music and art.
Mizner Park
Free Concerts
4/3 - 4 p.m. Florida Youth Orchestra
4/15 – 7 p.m. Boca Raton Rotary Talent
Bring your beach chairs.

But I also had the privilege of setting aside seats for
my friends and family -- just for a short time, of
course, as these tickets were always in demand! And
why not? We had Paul Anka, Clyde McPhatter and
the Drifters, Harry Belafonte, Frank, Ella, Dean,
Tony...and all the rest.
When necessary, I was called upon to babysit, to do
chauffer duty (airport runs), and as payment for all
this fun, I was often allowed to „hang out‟ back stage
during a performance.
So what does this have to do with applause? Well,
one night, as he came backstage for intermission, one
of our „top‟ performers threw up his arms and said
that the audience just was not with him and he could
not give them his best as he felt no response from
them. He stated that he did not feel connected to
them. It was then that I realized that the audience is
actually a participant in the performance….the
entertainer entertains, but the audience feedback is
necessary for the artist to be inspired to be his best.
So next time you see me clapping hard and
„whooping it up,‟ understand that I am doing it to
show my appreciation and my enjoyment to the
entertainers. I hope that they will be further inspired
to do their best. After all, if you just sit on your
hands, you don‟t inspire them to give that extra
„something‟ that is often the difference between a
good show and a great one. Sometimes, the
„something extra‟ is up to us – so
put your hands together, make
some noise, and show your
appreciation – you‟ll get a much
better performance.
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SNOWBIRDS

Arlene Levin joined the
newsletter staff as a proofreader about two years
ago. She soon began writing occasional articles,
which have included a
delightful description of
her hometown of Baltimore and some shorter
personal pieces.
In
addition, she has written articles upon the request of
the editors, who are most appreciative of her
willingness to pick up the slack.
Arlene was born and raised in Baltimore. She met her
husband, Herb, when she was a junior at the
University of Maryland. She graduated with a B.A.
in English. Arlene taught elementary school in
Baltimore for four years, then was a stay-at-home
mother until the mid 1970s, when she went back to
school to become a dental hygienist. She worked
part time as a hygienist for a friend for nine years,
then joined Herb in his dental practice.
The Levins moved to Palm Springs, Florida for three
years before moving to Majestic Isles in 1997. Both
Herb and Arlene have been active in M.I.L.T., and
often collaborate in writing. In spite of her busy
schedule, Arlene is also an active board member of
the Pap Corps and serves on the executive board as
one of its three co-presidents. All of us look forward
to more of Arlene‟s writing.

MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE
SPARES AND STRIKES
By Dave Feinberg
The 2010 / 2011 season has ended but bowling for
fun has just begun at Majestics bowling. We will
continue to bowl every Tuesday. at 12 noon at
Greenacres Bowl on Lake Worth Road, 1/4 mile east
of Jog Road.
Why not come down and give it a try! You know the
saying, “Try it, you'll like it.”
Snowbirds please let us know your planned date of
return because we need six games to get an entering
average to place you on a team.
For more info call Dave or Fran at 733-4837

By Bobbe Greene
The farewell party that was held on
March 23 at Latitudes in Highland
Beach was very well attended. We
all enjoyed a delicious lunch, great
entertainment and a magnificent
ocean view. Thank you Seymour and Sybil Bochner
for making the arrangements.
Where did this season fly away to? At the last
meeting we were busy setting up dates for the 2012
calendar. The first meeting after returning will be on
December 16, 2011. In January, 2012 we will hold a
brunch. Bobbe and Jack Greene will again chair the
theatre party, which will be on Feb. 29. They have
reserved front orchestra seats for the Wednesday
matinee of “Guys and Dolls” at the Broward Stage
Door Theatre. Joyce Spiess will make arrangements
for dinner following the show. Unfortunately, due to
circumstances beyond our control, the trip to Naples
had to be cancelled. We hope to be able to
reschedule it next year.
Judy Goldsmith will chair the March end-of-theseason party.
So… until next season:
Pack up all your sporty clothes,
Travel back to northern woes.
Bye, Bye snowbirds!!
When we leave you we feel blue
You‟ll miss us, we‟ll miss you
Bye, Bye snowbirds.
No one else can really understand why,
We don‟t want to stay beneath your blue skies.
Close the house, lock the door, we‟ll be back, back
for more
Snowbirds, Bye, Bye.

BOOK TALKS
By Judy Markowitz
The Book Talk on My Name is
Asher Lev, by Chaim Potok, which
was originally scheduled for
March. had to be postponed and
will take place on Wednesday,
April 27 at 2 p.m. Bobbe Greene
will facilitate the discussion. A
summary of the book appeared in
the March issue of the Majestic
Isles News on page 32.
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MAJESTIC ISLES CANCER RESEARCH
By Audrey Hausman
Football Mania tickets are still available. Please contact Ed Gerard, Ed Strauber, David Lader or Paul
Mendelsohn. Get in on the fun - Be a winner for your $20 ticket for 17 weeks.
The annual Pap Corps Walkathon will take place at FAU on April 2. The fee for walkers, sponsors and
moral supporters is $15 includes a T-shirt, breakfast, water, and entertainment. Our thanks to Enid
Gerard, Helen Benowich and Marge Chappell for chairing this event.
April 28: Cancer meeting at 12 noon. Light lunch will be served. Entertainment by the West Boca High School
Choral Group. Thanks to Selma Friedman.
May 26: At our last meeting of the season, we will feature a Decadent Dessert Bonanza contributed by our Board
members. Many of our delicacies will be homemade. We will have a great guest speaker, Jim Sackett of Channel 5.
We wish one and all a happy, healthy, fun-filled Summer. Drive safely and enjoy your vacations!
Thought of the month; "Hitch Your Wagon to a Star and the Shadows Will Fall Behind You!‖

YIDDISH CLUB
By Jerry Raske

The March 6 meeting opened with a greeting from Reggie Z. Hatikvah was sung by Dr. Raul Freidkes, and was
followed by “God Bless America.” Norm Katz and his harmonica accompanied the opening songs.
New members: Sheldon and Doris Klein and Neil and Merrille Rodin were introduced and welcomed.
Comedian Ben Kurland entertained and provided many laughs with his brand of humor.
There were three lucky buck winners and door prize winners offered by the sponsor of the evening, the Neil
Greenberg Accounting Firm.
Many thanks to all the “Worker Bees” who make the great meetings happen again and again: Buddy Koch, Fran
and Mike Ost, Morris Berman, Leo Z and anyone I might have missed.
Join with us again on Sunday, April 10th. Everyone is welcome.

BOWLING FOR FUN
By Fred Oestreicher
The readers of the Majestic Isles News may have been wondering for the past several months why
there are two separate bowling teams in M.I. When, at the end of the 2010 season, some bowlers were
unhappy bowling at the former Don Carter location, time had come for decision-making. Green Acres
Bowl, where they had bowled for many years, was acceptable to many of the bowlers and those
bowlers, the "Majestics," returned there.
Two M.I. residents found a shorter travel time, a more convenient location, AMF Bowler Rewards, and lower
financial expenditure, as well as easier bookkeeping and free bowling coupons, had more appeal. They formed the
“Royals” and locked in time for practice and bowling at 2:50 p.m. on Thursdays at the AMF Boynton Beach
Bowling Alley. Several other residents joined the group, and to fill out the team three non-resident, more serious
bowlers joined and now are part of our bowling “family.” If you would like to join us in bowling for fun, even if
you have never bowled before, place your name on the Royals‟ sign-up sheet in the rear lobby. You are certainly
most welcome.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
By Barbara Roland

I want to thank our committee for arranging the
Appreciation Luncheon at Boca Greens Country
Club. The delicious luncheon was topped off by fresh
fruit and ice-cream sundaes. Dean Richards provided
the entertainment. We look forward to seeing you at
next year‟s luncheon.
If you haven't already done so, please sign up for our
Canasta Tournament which will be in the ballroom
on Monday, April 11 at 12:30 p.m. Refreshments will
be served and there will be cash prizes. The cost is
$7.00 per person. For additional information, see the
flyers in the back lobby.
Please save Sunday, May 1, 11:30 to 2:30 for
"Parents‟ Day" at Boca Greens Country Club, cosponsored and subsidized by the Women's and Men's
Clubs. We will have a delicious buffet brunch, and
great entertainment. The cost is $25 for members and
$28 for guests. Please check the flyers and channel
63 for additional information. Hope to see you there!

General Meeting, March 13, 2011
By Selma Friedman

On the night of March 13, Majestic Isles really went
green. The Salute to Saint Patrick‟s Day and George
M. Cohan brought out the green spirits of Ireland and
Cohan. Everyone on stage wore something green.
There was a wonderful array of Irish music, all
familiar to the packed audience. We were treated to
an Irish dance. An Irish folk song that had been
featured in an old movie was played on the
harmonica. We clapped along many times to the
strong beat of the Irish music.
And next came the equally rhythmical and lyrical
music of the great George M. Cohan. He truly
conquered Broadway, and his show tunes and
patriotic songs truly conquered us.
The front of the stage looked glorious, and our
American flag filled us with pride as we ended the
show with “You‟re a Grand Old Flag.”
The program began with a chorus sing-a-long,
followed by many soloists, including a harmonica
solo and some Irish dancers. We ended with the
entire ensemble in a patriotic blitz.
Our participants were Marilyn Chermak, Julie
Capozzoli, Claire Deveney, Lynn Fischer, Francine
Gitto, Rita Goldman, Gerry Herman, Roberta Jaffie,
Norman Katz, Linda Kessler, Herb Levin, Nancy
Levitan, Isabel Lubchansky, Sy Lubchansky, Ellie
Rosenbaum, John Shilling, Fran Silling, Erwin
Silling, Al Silverman and Larry Stander.
All of this was put together by Selma Friedman who
accompanied almost the entire show.
Barbara
Portnoff choreographed the delightful Irish dance,
and Iris Rothstein added a lilting voice to her
narrations. Technical aid was given by Marty Baron,
Buddy Koch, Ed Strauber and Milton Swersky. All
in all, it was a great evening with a lot of fun. Now,
on to “Lend Me A Tenor.”
I wore goofy hats to school and did musical theater.
Most people thought I was a dork. But if you have a
sense of humor about it, no one can bring you down.
Zac Efron
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MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB
By Doris Davidoff
Unfortunately, we had to
cancel our trip in March to St.
Augustine due to insufficient
participation. There were
several more people who had
wanted to join us, but were
already committed to something else. Many of those
who had booked the trip were disappointed, so we are
planning to reschedule the trip for March 2012, when
most of our residents are here. This way we will have
enough time to plan our calendars, and we hope some
of the snowbirds will join us.
We are working on plans for other future trips – some
by air, where we don‟t have to worry about minimum
numbers, and some by motorcoach. Nothing is firm
yet, but we are considering Atlanta for two or three
nights in late July (since most activities will be in airconditioned places during this traditionally hot
period) and Branson in late October for four nights
(after the religious holidays). Both of these trips
would be by air.
We are also planning to offer a one-day motorcoach
trip this summer to Miami – possibly a Jewish
Heritage Tour. Another one-day trip in our plans for
the fall will be a visit to the Seminole Indian Museum
and the Everglades.
We have had requests for a cruise, but the planning
committee believes there are enough other
opportunities for Caribbean cruises, and several other
organizations in Majestic Isles periodically offer
them. Please let us know if you would be interested
in an Alaskan or a European cruise – probably in the
late spring or summer of 2012. If there is enough
interest, we will plan it. Tell a planning committee
member or put a note in the Travel Club box in the
back lobby if you are interested. If we don‟t hear
from you, we won‟t plan a cruise.
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HADASSAH
By Ellin Goldstein
The Hadassah spring calendar is
loaded with activities for our
members. Below is a list of our
great upcoming events:
April 7 - Donor Luncheon at Boca
Pointe.
April 9-11 - Region Conference at the Marriott
Hotel in West Palm Beach.
April 12 - Hadassah Board meeting date. There will
be no Hadassah meeting this month.
May 18 - “Music Man.” If you want tickets, call
Roberta Rabinowitz.
May 23 Installation Luncheon here at 11:30 a.m.
Carole Burstein and Sherry Everitt are the co-chairs.
July 18th - Summer sizzler game. More information
to follow.
There is still time to make someone in your family a
life member for the phenominally low price of $100.
Call Sue Horowitz for information.
A new project to help "The Tower" raise money is
the Centennial Key. The key, on a beautiful chain, is
costs $100. It can be purchased over time, or with a
group and would be a great present for someone else
or even for yourself!
Evelyn Harris greatly appreciates all your donations
of eyeglasses. The response was overwhelming.
All the news for now. See you next month.

Our next meeting will be Sunday, April 17, and we‟d
love to have you join us. You are welcome if you like
to think about travel, even if you don‟t plan to take
any trips. The old cliché that “planning a trip is half
the fun” is true. We learn about the world and share
experiences. We also make sure to have some fun.
To see what‟s happening, check our website
(www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm).

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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SHOWTIME: BEHIND THE SCENES
By Rita Dick and Arlene Koch

Thank you, thank you to all of the residents that
made our 2011 show series so successful. The
performers; Robert Kole, Hal Linden and Sarge;
thrilled us with their amazing talent. The
Entertainment Committee tries to bring the best of
the best to Majestic Isles.
We especially thank Ira Schneider for all his time and
effort in designing the cover of the newsletter and trifolds for the five years that we have had the series.
We hope to keep the series going for many more
years and keep Ira busy.
We are now looking forward to a terrific line-up for
our 2012 series. The Jan. 28 show features the
impressionist Paul Tanner with a group of 7
musicians. On Feb. 25 we‟ll enjoy Comedian Brad
Zimmerman and Patrick Murray, with his "funny
dummy" Matilda is on the same bill. Mar. 24 we‟ll be
entertained by "Let's Hang On," with a musical group
of 10. This show features the music of Frankie Vali
and has sold out where ever it has appeared. We are
pleased to be able to bring many entertainers to
Majestic Isles that are also appearing at some of the
larger communities in the area. Why travel when you
can enjoy them in our clubhouse?
Come and play Bingo (for free) at our meeting on
April 12 at 7:30. We have purchased many great
prizes (in lieu of money) for the winners. We will
have a short business meeting, play Bingo and then
enjoy coffee, cake and ice cream.
On April 23 there will be another show starring "The
Do Wop Kings and Queen." Tickets are $13 apiece.
Friends and guests are welcome. This should be a fun
show with the music of the 50's, 60's and 70's. Wear
your Poodle Skirt and Saddle shoes. Put checks in
the Social Club box. Social Club members will have
preferential seating. Seats will be assigned in the
order in which checks are received.
Dues of $5 per person are still being accepted.

By the Ticket Committee:
F. Cohen, R. Dick, A. Koch, J. Sorkin
As you are dressing to go to the clubhouse for
another great show, do you ever wonder about all the
effort that went into making this an exciting evening?
A committee starts the process by attending
showcases to book the talent starts. Yes, it is a lot of
fun to see new talent and decide if it is right for
Majestic Isles, but affordability plays a very
important role in our decisions. Because we do a
three show winter series, paid in advance, we are able
to get quality entertainment.
Ira Schneider designs the newsletter cover that
advertises the series. He does this graciously and
patiently year after year. After Joan Sorkin does the
writing and Florence Cohen does the proof reading,
Ira designs and types our tri-fold, and then it is off to
the printer. We usually present our new series at a
Social Club meeting and hope the members are as
excited as we are.
There are always last minute calls from the agent
with times and dates for the musicians arrival and
their special needs. The Friday before the show Ryan
sets up all the seats with an assist from Ken and
Bonnie. Committee members then put the seat
numbers on each seat. We double check each row
with our master list for last minute changes. Are the
armchairs set for the right people? Did we calculate
enough seats in each row?
The afternoon before the show, Arlene usually gets
fresh fruit and water for the entertainers. Fresh
coffee may be requested and one perormer recently
requested hot soup. Someone from the Social Club
has to be there when the musicians arrive about 4:30
p.m. Performers do a sound check and rehearsal with
Buddy Koch and Jack Moss, our sound men. If the
performers bring their own sound men, they may set
up as early as 2:30 p.m. When the piano was
delivered, set onstage and finally tuned for the Hal
Linden Show, Arlene was present on Friday
afternoon to oversee the operations. That meant
another day in preparation for a Sunday show.
And so when you sit in your seats and enjoy the
show, take a minute to think about all the work that
went into the evening – all done by volunteers who
just want to give Majestic Isles the best evening‟s
entertainment we can arrange.
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SINGLES SCENE
By Thelma Mechanic
The Florida Follies was a show all attendees enjoyed
tremendously on March 6. That was followed by a
dinner at DaVinci‟s, followed by a birthday
celebration for the March birthdays! On March 16,
Kravis ticket holders enjoyed another show, the
Magic of Mancini!
Coming Up:
Wed. April 6 - 2 p.m. Kravis
Sat. April 9 (please note different date and time)
4:30 p.m. board meeting
5:30 p.m. membership meeting
No card games will be played, but there will
be lots of fun, games and camaraderie.
$6.00 (pre-paid) for sandwiches, wrap and/or
salads from TooJay‟s.
Sat. May 28 – We are going to the Harid ballet. We
will determine at the next meeting where we will go
to eat after the performance.

MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES
8 p.m. at the clubhouse
SAT. APRIL 16: THE RED SHOES
Fledgling ballerina Victoria (Moira Shearer)
falls in love with brilliant composer Julian
(Marius Goring) while they collaborate on a
ballet that makes her a star. But overbearing
company owner Boris (Anton Walbrook),
jealous of their love, fires Julian and forbids
Victoria from performing. Julian and Victoria
wed, and his career takes off, but she longs
for an opportunity to dance. When Boris
makes an offer, she faces a heart wrenching
choice.
SAT., MAY 21: EAT, PRAY, LOVE
Julia Roberts stars in this adaptation of
Elizabeth Gilbert's best-selling memoir about
coping with a depressing divorce. After
deciding to reshape her life, Liz (Roberts)
travels the world in search of direction. She
heads to Italy, India and Bali, indulging in
delicious cuisine while seeking the true
meaning of self-love, family, friendship and
forgiveness. Along the way, she meets a bevy
of characters and, possibly, her true love.
The film descriptions are taken from the
Netflix website.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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THE MEN’S CLUB
By Joel Cohen, President
The Men's Club March meeting was attended by over
100 members – a record! There was a wonderful
breakfast and an informative speaker.
We will be going to Gulfstream Racetrack & Casino
on Thursday, April 14. The cost of $18 per person
includes bus and tip, $15 to play and $7 for lunch.
There are 61 seats available and after that number
there will be a wait list. Please get your checks in
quickly to be sure you aren‟t shut out.
The Men's and Women's Clubs annual Parent's Day
party will be held on Sunday, May 1 at the Boca
Greens Country Club at a cost is $25 per member and
$28 per non-member. (See front cover) Last year we
had 140 attendees so please get your checks in early.
Please indicate your table arrangement. There will be
tables of 8 and 10.f
We wish our seasonal residents a wonderful summer
and look forward to their return.

The Newsletter Staff
Wishes all
Majestic Isles residents
Happy Holidays
And
Wishes our Snowbirds
a safe and happy soujourn
“Up North”
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR
MAY 1, 2011 – MAY 31, 2011
DATE

DAY

TIME

SPONSOR

EVENT

Free/Paid
Home/Away

May 1
May 2
May 5

Sun.
Mon.
Thurs.

May 6

Fri.

May 7
May 8
May 9

Sat.
Sun.
Mon.

May 10
May 13

Tues.
Fri.

11:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9 a.m.-noon
4 p.m.
9 a.m.-noon
7:30 p.m.

Men’s, Women’s Cl.
BOD
COP
BOD
Newsletter
Singles
Social Club
Men‟s Club
COP
Investment Group
COP
M.I.L.T.

Parents’ Day Brunch
Workshop
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Movie Time
Breakfast
Mature Drivers class Part 1
Discussion
Mature Drivers class Part 2
Workshop

May 16
May 18

Mon.
Wed.

May 21
May 22
May 23
May 26
May 28
May 30

Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Thurs.
Sat.
Mon.

3:00 p.m.
2 p.m.
2 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
TBA

Hadassah
Book Talks & More
Hadassah
Social Club
Travel Club
Hadassah
Pap Corps (Cancer)
Singles
Social Club

Study group
Discussion
―Music Man‖
Movie Time
Meeting
Installation luncheon
Meeting
Ballet
Memorial Day Party

p, a
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
p, h
p, h
p, h
f, h
p, h
$2 nonmember, h
f, h
f, h
p, a
p, h
f, h
p, h
f, h
p, a
p, h

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
B.O.D. = Board of Directors, C.O.P. = Citizen’s Observer Patrol
M.I.L.T. = Majestic Isles Little Theater

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR
APRIL 1, 2011 – APRIL 30, 2011
DATE

DAY

TIME

SPONSOR

EVENT

Free/Paid
Home/Away

April 2

Sat.

April 3
April 4
April 6
April 7

Sun.
Mon.
Wed.
Thurs.

April 8
April 9
April 10

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

April 11

Mon.

April 14
April 16
April 23
April 24
April 27
April 28

Thurs.
Sat.
Sat.
Sun.
Wed.
Thurs.

8:30 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
―
2:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
12 noon
3:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
12 noon

Pap Corps (Cancer)
M.I.L.T.
―
BOD*
All
COP**
Hadassah
BOD
Newsletter
Singles
Men’s Club
Yiddish Club
Women’s Club
Hadassah
Investment Group
Men‟s Club
Social Club
Social Club
Travel Club
Book Talks & More
Pap Corps (Cancer)

Walkathon
“Lend Me a Tenor
―
Workshop
President’s meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Breakfast
Meeting
Meeting
Study Group
Discussion
Casino Trip
Movie Time
Showtime
Meeting
Discussion
Meeting

p, a
p, h
―
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
F, h
p, h
p, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
p, a
p,h
p, h
f, h
f, h
f, h

*Board of Directors
** Citizen Observer Patrol

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
B.O.D. = Board of Directors, C.O.P. = Citizen’s Observer Patrol
M.I.L.T. = Majestic Isles Little Theater
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