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COMCAST IS COMING!!!
COMCAST IS
COMING!!! As you’ve probably already heard and
after many, MANY, meetings with several television
providers, the Board of Directors signed a new
contract with Comcast to provide basic digital cable
to all of our residents. Can we get a HOORAY?
On December 15, 16, and 17, Comcast
representatives will be in the clubhouse from 9 a.m. –
12 noon and again from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. to distribute
the new cable boxes and schedule installation for the
residents who need help in setting up the new system.
To avoid a mass rush, we ask that residents pick up their new boxes from the
clubhouse according to the following schedule:
• Tuesday December 15: all residents who live on Royal Caribbean
Circle
• Wednesday December 16: residents from Grand Harbour Circle,
Seashell Terrace, Cocowood Court and Emerald Cay Terrace.
• Thursday December 17: residents living on Swaying Palm Lane,
Crystal Key Lane, and Island Reach Lane,
Following this schedule should avoid long lines and a back-up of people in
the lobby, but if you simply cannot make it to the clubhouse on your
assigned day, you may come in on one of the other two days.
Although the cable boxes are relatively easy to set up – cable in from the
wall, cable out to your TV or to your Video player and then to your TV appointments can be made for installation at the same time as you pick up
your box. The installation choices are either “morning” or “afternoon” on
December 17, 18, and 21. There will also be classes offered about operating
the new system on December 22 from 12 noon – 1 p.m. and again from 1
p.m. – 2 p.m.
Each residence will receive one new converter box. If you already have a
box and only have one TV, you will not receive a new box, but will no
longer be charged for the box you have. You will still need to come to the
clubhouse on your assigned day to make sure your bill will be adjusted. If
you have a box and want one for an additional TV, you will receive a box at
no charge and the rate for one digital converter box will still appear on your
bill.
There will be a new channel line-up with the new service and copies of the
new channel locations and directions to operate the remote (there are a LOT
of buttons) will be available. In addition, Comcast offers a 24/7 Customer
Support Line at 1-800 COMCAST with trained Service Reps who can
answer most questions and walk you through correction of most problems.
Ken Miller, Association Manager
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Unofficial Highlights of Board of
Directors Meeting, November 5, 2009
Minutes of the November meeting will not be available
until the Board approves them at the next meeting. To
inform residents in a timely manner, we present the
unofficial and abbreviated notes below.

Old business (Agenda was altered so representatives
of Prime Management and Campbell Management
could address the Board at the start of the meeting.)
• Motion to hire a bookkeeping company that
includes in-house service passed 6-0-1.
• Motion to accept the proposal from Campbell
Management for bookkeeping, defeated 3-4.
• Motion to accept the proposal by Prime
Management for in-house bookkeeping for $800 a
month with 6 months free service on the rest of the
accounting/ bookkeeping, passed unanimously.
Manager’s Report, Ken Miller
Presentation of items for Board discussion:
• Concrete repair proposals – still need two more
• Security cameras at guardhouse proposals – Board
needs to vote
• Bar codes [to replace transponders] – working on
vendors’ proposals
• Tennis court reconditioning proposal
• Perimeter hedge heights – a previous Board vote
addressed the height of interior hedges and hedges
around FPL boxes.
No decision was made
concerning the height of the perimeter hedge. Tabled
until December Meeting
Election Committee, Larry Calder
• Everything is on schedule. The Certificate of
Mailing will be turned over to the Board to be
included with the minutes.
• Election for Board of Directors is Dec. 16, 2009
beginning 7:00 p.m.
Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein
• Waiting for final price for fall plantings at the front
entrance, the corner of El Clair and Woolbright, El
Clair entrance, and 4-way stop.
• M&P missed a fertilization of trees and shrubs in
October. This will be corrected.
Redecorating Committee, Joel Rosenthal
• Some work is still needed on the carpeting. Ken
Miller will contact the vendor.
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• Attorney contacted about changing the documents.
ARC Committee, Harvey Galan
• Inspections of driveways and fences will start.
Cable Committee, Joel Rosenthal
• Contract with Comcast complete. In Dec., reps will
distribute cable boxes at clubhouse and schedule
installation for residents who request assistance. (See
Manager’s article, p. 2 of this newsletter.)
Painting Committee, Harvey Galan
• Painting will be starting some time in January.
Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas
Cash On Hand & In Banks as of Nov. 5, 2009:
Operating Accounts
$357,843
Reserve Accounts
175,770
Total Cash
$533,613
• Total unpaid maintenance is $10,244.65.
• Vendors owed $307, which is the balance due for
the C.O.P. luncheon.
• There are 123 unit owners, 27% of all units, signed
up for AutoPay system.
• We are still within the parameters of the 2009
budget at a 98.3% accuracy rate.
• Budget for 2010 approved by Board on 10/21/09.
Residents will receive copy of approved 2010 budget
enclosed with coupon books.
Current Operations:
Revenues rcvd thru 10/31/09
Operating and Owners Expenses
Net Income from Operations
Transfers To The Reserves
Revenues over expenditures (10/31/09)

$1,482,754
1,360,125
$ 122,629
97,230
$25,399

New Business
• Motion to accept proposal from Pro Tennis to
recondition tennis courts for $5200 passed (5-1)
• Motion to approve annual meeting for 12/16/09 at
7:00 p.m., passed unanimously.
• Motion to approve the 2011, 2012, & 2013
painting reserve allocation of $38,188 for single
family homes and $52,063 for patio homes, passed
unanimously.
• Motion to accept recommendations of Security
Committee [in regard to gate cameras] at a price not
to exceed $6000, passed unanimously.

Documents Committee, Joel Rosenthal
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Joel Rosenthal
Welcome back to our many residents
who have been away during the warm
summer months. Your Board of
Directors has been busy in November
finishing and planning a number of projects to
improve our community.
The Board approved hiring Prime Management for
bookkeeping in 2010, including a part time bookkeeper in our office. The cost remains within our
approved budget. The budget calls for a $950
quarterly payment for patio owners and $981 for
single-family owners. We will be using First
Southern as our bank next year because of the extra
benefits we have been able to obtain through their
services. Residents who do not use AutoPay should
have received coupon books for 2010. Those wanting
to use AutoPay will find a form in the back of the
coupon book with which they can sign up.
At the November meeting, the purchase of security
cameras for our main gate entrance was discussed.
The board is also looking into replacing transponders
with bar codes.
The new planting along the Woolbright wall is now
underway and is expected to improve the damaged
areas that have existed for several years.
Comcast has scheduled three days, December 15,16
and 17 for residents to make arrangements for new
box installation and bill adjustments. See page 2 or
channel 63 for the schedule for your street.
Sy Kugelmas and Saul Siegel are now attending the
meetings of the county HOA committee which we
have joined to share information and financial issues.
Our annual meeting will be held on Dec. 16 at 7 p.m.
at which time elections to fill three positions on the
board will take place. Immediately after the results
are certified there will be an organizational meeting
in the clubhouse by the new board to select officers.
Of course, it will be open to our residents who wish
to attend.
Once again let me thank all of our board and
committee members who gave of their time for our
community.
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CITIZEN OBSERVER PATROL
C.O.P. UNIT #74
By Ken Keller, Captain

Another “season” is here, Snowbirds are back and
traffic is getting heavy. Be careful driving. Observe
the speed laws, traffic lights and stop signs.
Please, when in the community, look out for walkers
in the road, bicycle riders and physically challenged
residents who use electric transportation.
Enjoy our wonderful weather, but keep yourself safe.
Use your house alarm, lock your car if you leave it in
your driveway. Be alert; Florida is like every place
else. Don’t be a victim!
Call me (738 – 9401) to volunteer to be a member of
the C.O.P. It only takes a few hours a week.

H1N1 VACCINE CLARIFICATION
Please be advised that the dates for the H1N1 vaccine
clinics cannot be determined. There is a production
shortage of the vaccine. It is arriving sporadically in
small numbers. The distribution of the vaccine from
the county is determined by the Palm Beach County
Health Department.
COBWRA has many people over 65 who are not at
risk. We expect to be among the last to receive
vaccine. Please do not expect it for any specific
month. We will keep you informed as soon as we
know the expected schedule.
Meanwhile, complete your sign – up and call in your
final count so we can be prepared and ready to go.
Thank you.
Joan Brunswick, chair
COBWRA Health & Flu Shot Committee
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MEET THE NEWSLETTER STAFF

GOOD AND WELFARE

When you pick up a copy
of the Majestic Isles News,
the first thing that you see
is the cover, many of which
have been designed by Jerry
Fefferman.
Jerry has
always been interested in
graphic
arts
and
technology, both as a
hobby and a vocation.
After receiving a Chemical Engineering degree in
1957, he spent two years in the navy and a year in
graduate school before being employed by Polaroid
Corporation and later, Bell Telephone Laboratories.

GET WELL
Stan Fox
Harold Garber
Sheila Traum

Jerry and his wife, Sylvia, moved to Majestic Isles in
1996. He has been associated with the newsletter
since 2002. Originally he was involved with the
technical aspects of optimizing the graphics in the
“camera-ready” paper copy that was sent to the
printer.
More recently, in addition to designing
many of the covers, he has taken the responsibility
for formatting ads that are submitted by the
advertisers. This involves simple resizing to fit the
newsletter format, or more extensive redesign.
The covers usually highlight upcoming events, and
require that Jerry combine informational text with
eye-catching graphics. “Usually, the planning of the
design takes 75 percent of my time, with the rest
going to create the computer file that is now
electronically sent to the company that prints the
newsletter. The recent introduction of color printing
for some covers has greatly enhanced the cover
designs,” says Jerry.
If you have an interest in computer graphics, and
some familiarity with image editing programs such as
Photoshop, the newsletter staff can use your help.
Contact Jerry at 374-8686.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION
CLUBHOUSE, DEC. 16 AT 7 P.M
YOU MAY VOTE FOR
NO MORE THAN THREE CANDIDATES

Harold Unger
Roz Wolf

SYMPATHY
To Gwen Bernklau on the loss of her husband,
Bernie.
To Allen and Estelle Finer on the loss of their
daughter-in-law.
To the family of Jerry Sackrin.
To Bill Zuckerman on the loss of his wife, Doris.
MESSAGES
Thanks to all my friends who sent cards, called and
visited while I was in the hospital. I’m home now and
feeling much better.
Sylvia Arbesfeld
Heartfelt thanks to all who have sent inspiring get
well wishes following my second back surgery. All
your good wishes are appreciated and continue to
brighten my days.
Blanche Ingber
Thank you, friends and neighbors, for helping me to
make it through my hospital stay following my
surgery. What a great community this is! It’s great to
be home.
Elaine Nowak
To my Majestic Isles friends and neighbors: Thank
you for all your kind thoughts and wishes. I am
feeling fine and looking forward to seeing you all.
Dave Zeidler
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length
(30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to
Elaine Jay by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good
and Welfare as the subject.

All hurricane shutters should have been
taken off no later than Nov. 30, 2009.
Harvey Galan,
Architectural Review Committee
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson
My gift to my “green thumb readers” this holiday
season is a review of “Container Gardens for Florida” a
wonderful, most colorful book in which one can learn in
one hour to design and plant containers. I believe that
this is the premier book for South Florida gardeners
who love container gardening. The book draws on 12
years of trials in South Florida to determine the best
plants and containers for the tough Florida climate. The
author, Pamela Crawford, has written three other books,
“Easy Gardens for South Florida,” “Best Garden Color
for Florida,” and “Stormscaping,” and has designed
1500 gardens for residences, businesses, and country
clubs. Her colorful container designs have been featured
on the cover of “Better Homes and Gardens” and she
has been featured on the Fine Living TV Network as a
container gardening expert.
The first of 14 chapters in the 368-page book starts with
the selection of containers for your plantings. It
addresses the types and styles of containers available
and a few easy tips for maximum container impact.
The next chapter provides tips on designing mixed
plantings and covers plant location, leaf color, leaf
texture, size and shape of the flowers and the most
effective grouping of pots.
The chapter on designing with color, the author’s
specialty, offers a wonderful opportunity for selfexpression with colorful plantings. The author suggests
collecting a variety of container colors so that you can
use whatever color works best for the plants you select.
A chapter on hanging baskets covers instant hanging
baskets with the traditional hanging basket planted on
the top and also with a larger basket planted on both
sides and the top.

the sunlight. The book notes that shade gardens use half
to one third as much water as sun gardens and require
less maintenance. An excellent flower for shade
containers is the wing begonia.
At Disney World and Epcot Center in Orlando, one can
appreciate containers planted in full sun. Ideas for
placing container plantings in bright locations are
provided in another chapter. Sun plants are listed by
size. I find that the hybrid crown-of-thorns does very
well in full sun and tolerates low moisture in a
container.
The cool season, usually October through April, is the
most pleasant time of the year in South Florida. One
chapter in the book focuses on annuals that do well in
this cool season. Some of the best cool season annuals
are impatiens and the new varieties of periwinkle.
The hot season runs from May until October. Another
chapter presents ideas for hot season color, as well as
charts that organize by size the plants that do well in our
hot season. Coleus, caladiums, torenia, heloconia and
pentas do well all summer long with very little care.
The chapter on container plantings that do well all year
round includes only those plants that flower all year
round: ruella, pin wheel jasmine, bougainviella,
begonias, periwinkle and the foliage of crotons and
bromeliads that do not go through any seasonal
changes.
Watering is the highest maintenance activity associated
with container gardening, so the final chapter addresses
watering. The many hot windy days in South Florida
can necessitate watering containers at least once a day.

Another chapter addresses where to locate containers in
your landscape. I prefer to place them close to the front
entry of my home to get the most visual impact.

South Florida is one of the best places on this earth to
plant container gardens. I hope you will enjoy reading
this fabulous book this holiday season as much as I did.
The book is available upon request from the Palm
Beach County libraries.

Shade gardening presents a challenge to Majestic Isles
residents because over the years many of our original
plantings have grown to filter and in many cases block

Enjoy the holidays with a touch of Happy Gardening!!

10

Majestic Isles News

December 2009

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News

December 2009

Majestic Isles News

VISITING:
Laura Buchwalter
By Claire Deveney
Laura Buchwalter is a
fantastic dancer. An upbeat
woman who is a delight to
get to know, she is multitalented and very soft
spoken.
Laura was born in Lower
Manhattan and at age 5
moved with her family to
“Brooklyn, USA,” as she
puts it. She went to Public School 99 for grades K
through 8, then to Midwood High School. She
graduated from Brooklyn College with a Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary education. After
graduation, mutual friends introduced her to two
attorneys for whom she became a legal secretary,
working in real estate and other fields for 15 years.
Speaking of dancing, Laura tells the story that when
she was a teenager she went dancing every evening in
a night club called “The Roadside” on Flatbush
Avenue in Brooklyn. “I love to dance,” says Laura.
One night this year, at Majestic Isles, the Social Club
presented the famous singing group “The Platters.”
Laura danced on the floor in front of the raised stage
and recalls, “One of the Platters came down from the
stage and asked me to dance. It was wonderful. I kept
dancing all through the performance. I felt young
again and loved it.”
In her 20’s, Laura (Waldman) met and married
Hyman “Nick.” They were married for 25 years and
had and raised two children. He died at age 52 of a
heart attack. When her children were in school, Laura
worked as an office manager for a dentist for about
six years. Her son, Jai, lives in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Her daughter, Robin, is married and lives
with her husband, Rick, in Rochester, N.Y. They
have two children, Margo, 29, and Tyler, 26.
Later, Laura was introduced though mutual friends in
Brooklyn to Howard. “It was him,” she said. He had
lost his wife. They married and celebrated 30 happy
years together. Her extended family includes
Howard’s two grown children: a daughter, Esta and
her husband, Steve, who live in Manalapan, N.J.,
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a son, Neil, and his wife, Betty – whom Laura calls
her daughter – who live in Valrico, FL, near
Brandon, and four grandchildren: Heather, 27,
Rachael, 25, another Heather, 22, and Brian, 20.
Howard died four years ago. He made some
magnificent ceramic pieces of wildlife including an
elk, a moose, an eagle and others, in addition to a
dragon and a clown that Laura enjoys seeing in her
breakfront every day.
Laura and Howard lived in Brooklyn and later moved
to Belle Harbor on the ocean near Rockaway. In time,
they sold that house and moved to an apartment.
They began coming to Florida about 30 years ago,
and then became snowbirds in Hollywood and
Hallandale. When Laura and Howard moved to M.I.
ten years ago, they were still snowbirds. She has
lived here full time for six years.
Starting with a wooden racquet that was given to her,
Laura took up tennis in her early 50’s. She initially
took some lessons in Florida, then became a serious
student of the game at indoor courts in Brooklyn. She
joined and played at the Mill Basin Racquet Club and
the Paerdegat Racquet Club. Laura, who thoroughly
enjoyed tennis clinics and doubles, has a display of
more than 22 tennis trophies for first place finishes in
club competitions. She says, “I loved it. It was good
tennis and a wonderful social life.”
Laura says that at heart, she is a city person who
loves the hustle and bustle of people, traffic,
activities and hectic pace.
Laura is a member of most of the M.I. clubs and is an
active member of the M.I. Cancer Research Unit of
the Pap Corps. One morning each week she
volunteers at Bethesda Hospital serving in the
Radiology Department as a liaison between doctors
and patients, informing patients on their wait times
and trying to keep everyone calm. Laura also works
out at a gym called “50 Plus” three times a week.
Laura loves theatre and museums and says about life,
“You have to keep your sense of humor.” Laura is
warm, friendly, most welcoming, caring and
gracious. She’s a delight. We are fortunate to have
her as our neighbor in M.I.
If you would like to suggest a neighbor – or yourself - to
be featured in this column, please give Claire Deveney
a call at 561-504-3842,
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JINGLE, JINGLE, JINGLE
By Phyllis M. Cohen
So here it is again, the holiday
season. Maybe the turkey carcass
is still in your freezer from
Thanksgiving, but if you haven’t started shopping
yet, you are late! Black Friday, the traditional start of
the holiday shopping season (the Friday after
Thanksgiving) appears to have been pushed back to
the day after the Fourth of July. Every year, it seems
to have gotten earlier, but this year, the holiday
season and shopping have become part of the whole
economic stimulus package to end the recession. It’s
official. It’s unpatriotic not to shop since most
economists now agree that we have a consumer
driven economy. That means, if you are still hiding
your savings under your bed since the last bank
failure scare, and are wearing your last year’s clothes,
you are hampering the return of our country to robust
economic health.
It’s funny because it was only a few months ago that
we were all talking about retrenching, re-using, and
recycling to help deal with lean times, reduced
income, and unemployment. Who knew that going
out to buy a Gucci bag or a new 42 inch flat screen
television was more helpful to our overall economic
growth than driving our cars an additional 20,000
miles and eating hamburger helper every other night?
After all, one of the most brilliant of our current
economic geniuses, Warren Buffett, just went out and
bought a whole railroad. Talk about getting electric
trains for Christmas.
Of course, the whole scene has a sort of “Catch 22”
feel to it. How can you go out shopping and spending
when you are worried about job loss (your own, your
son’s, your granddaughter’s, you fill in the blanks)
rising costs of insurance and credit card borrowing,
etc., etc. etc. Then again, you can forget the whole
economic mess out there and focus on what is really
going on - the holiday season - and just plunge in.
Spending is now a virtue.
So here’s some ideas on what shopping might work
in a tight economy and still fit into the new
psychology of being green, environmentally friendly,
and helpful to the nation. If you have big bucks,
maybe you should be thinking of buying one of those
new Chrysler 2010 cars coming out for the new car
season. In light of the bailout, we all own a little bit
of the company so it wouldn’t be extravagant
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spending. We’d be paying ourselves back. If a new
car is not in your purview, then how about buying
into the books on line phenomenon and buying
something like a Kindle or other book downloading
system and reading all your books on the screen. Just
think! No more cutting down trees for paper, and
alas, fewer and fewer libraries, bookstores to browse,
or juicy novels to hold in your hands and savor. But
that’s a whole other column.
If money is no object, just browse the Wall Street
Journal or New York Times that still highlight all
kinds of million dollar goodies. There’s everything
from fine art making a huge comeback, (Sotheby’s
and Christies are having good years, thank you very
much); mansions galore, (some at reduced prices);
and pricey designer clothes. Silk harem pants, selling
for hundreds of dollars, and variously described as a
droopy diaper look and so ugly as to be stylish, were
reportedly selling well in knock-off versions at
Macy’s at $80 as well as in the high fashion designer
venues at $500.
If you’re into re-gifting, otherwise known as palming
off stuff you don’t want on others, you might want to
consider making a social statement by buying some
slightly used items from the barnyard auction sales of
Bernie Madoff’s collectibles. If his yacht is too dear,
you can still buy one of his dozens of Rolex watches
being put out for sale by the executors of the estate
sales. The money would be used to help pay back
some of those folks who got caught up in the Ponzi
scheme he developed. (I’m guessing that for next
Christmas, they’ll be auctioning off Scott Rothstein’s
properties, Florida’s very own version of Bernie
Madoff and political gadfly.)
Like most of us, regardless of your original
intentions, you are very likely to succumb to the
mind-numbing holiday music, the relentless
reminders of gift giving, and your own memories of
holidays past filled with family parties, excited
children screaming, and gift giving. Despite your best
intentions, I wouldn’t be surprised to find you out
there in the last minute holiday crowd looking for the
electronic hamster or “Wimpy Kid” book your
grandchild requested, or the perfect purse or golf shirt
for your significant other. Let’s get those registers
jingling. I’ll be there, too. Enjoy!
When insults had class:
John Bright: “He is a self-made man and worships
his creator.”
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MIKE FRANKEL’S NEW BOOK:
Definitive Text On Piping
By Claire Deveney
Our neighbor Mike Frankel, who is
certified in Plumbing Design by the
American Society of Plumbing
Engineers, has just come out with
the third edition of his world
renowned
textbook
entitled,
“Facilities
Piping
Systems
Handbook,” published by McGraw Hill, for industrial,
commercial and healthcare facilities.
The 1,000-page second edition sold over 30,000 copies
in English and Chinese before this updated version was
released in October. The textbook, which sells for $150,
is used extensively by consulting engineering firms and
engineers. Mike explains that premiere texts by
McGraw Hill are considered best sellers once 3,000
copies are bought. The book includes the FDA, EPA
and OSHA requirement codes in the U.S.
Mike is president of Utility Systems Consultants. Each
year he presents about eight papers at national and state
meetings of the American Society of Plumbing
Engineers. He has more than 45 years of experience in
the plumbing and piping industry and in the engineering
and design profession and is the author of several
books. In addition, he has contributed chapters to
several texts in his field.
“No one prior to me wrote a comprehensive book on
utility piping,” explains Mike. The first edition of the
text, which was published in 1996, took 18 months to
write and one year to edit. The second edition was
released in 2002. The second and third editions of the
text took six to eight months to write. He recently
completed two other manuscripts, “History of
Plumbing” and “Technical Book on Site Work,” which
are pending publication.
Mike designed the piping for the initial Shrine of the
Book that houses the Dead Sea Scrolls in Jerusalem, the
piping design for the 40 stories tall NASA Vehicle
Assembly Building at Cape Canaveral, FL, and the
piping for three buildings at Lincoln Center in New
York City.
Mike has a B.S. in mechanical engineering from the
City University of New York. He served as president of
the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, New
Jersey Chapter, and in 2006 received its Certificate of
Appreciation for his “Plumbing Engineering Design
Handbook.” In 2004 he received its Award of Merit for
Outstanding Achievement.
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TAX CORNER
By Mel Burstein
The recently enacted ''American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009" contains a tax package that
includes tax relief for low and moderate income
taxpayers as follows:
1. The first-time homeowners’ credit changes for homes
purchased on and after January 1, 2009. The new law
also extends the credit through the end of November
2009 and bumps up the credit to $8000. The recapture
provisions have also changed. Under the old law the
credit that was $7500 had to be repaid after a number
of years. The new law does away with the repayment
requirement provided the house is not sold within three
years of purchase.
2. The act provides for a new sales tax break in the
hope of spurring the automobile industry. Taxpayers
can now deduct the sales or excise tax they pay on a
vehicle purchase. The vehicle must weigh 8500 pounds
or less. It only applies to the purchase of new vehicles
and is based upon a sales price of $49,500 or less. You
qualify to take the entire deduction if you are filing
jointly and your modified gross income is less than
$250,000 and less than $125,000 if you are single. The
deduction is phased out if your modified adjusted gross
income is between $250,000 and $260,000, if married
and filing jointly or between $125,000 and $135,000 if
single. New vehicles must be purchased between
February 2009 and the end of 2009. You do not have to
itemize your deductions in order to claim the deduction.
But if a taxpayer elects to deduct sales tax in lieu of
state and local income taxes, he or she cannot take the
deduction. Taxpayers who do not itemize will be able to
add the additional amount to the standard deduction on
their 2009 tax return.
3. Unemployment benefits received in 2009 in the
amount of $2400 are exempt from federal income
taxes.
4. The new law increases the AMT exemptions for 2009
to $46,700 for unmarried individuals, $70,950 for joint
returns and $35,47 for married individuals filing
separate returns.

COBWRA has a website chock full
of information useful to residents of
this area:
www.cobwra.org
Also available through M.I. website:
www.majesticisles.com
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA
By Donna Shaneson
Welcome back Snowbirds. The season is in full
swing and there are so many wonderful activities to
fill your time. Here is a sampling, to get you started:
Arthur C. Marshall Loxahatchee Refuge
Rte. 441, just north of Boynton Beach Blvd.
There is a brand new wildlife center at Loxahatchee,
with a virtual tour of the Everglades and many
wonderful exhibits. You can tour the Wooden Marsh
and Cypress boardwalk at the refuge. The staff has
tried to create high interest events for all ages.
Clematis by Night
Centennial Square, West Palm Beach
561-822-1515
Each Thursday, from 6-9:30 p.m., the city of West
Palm Beach provides a variety of events, including
music, sidewalk shopping, food, drinks and fun.
Bonnet House Museum and Gardens
900 N. Birch Rd., Ft. Lauderdale
954-563-5393 ext. 137
www.bonnethouse.org
If bird watching appeals to you, the Bonnet House
offers bird watching classes for beginners and
advanced birders. Bring binoculars and quiet shoes.
There are morning and evening classes for $15-25.
Wakodahatchee
East side of Jog Road between Woolbright Rd.
and Atlantic Ave.
Green Cay
East side of Hagen Ranch Rd. south of Flavor
Pict.
Both Wakodahatchee and Green Cay are wonderful
close-to-home venues for birdwatching. Green Cay
offers guided tours at 4 p.m.
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Israeli Dance Theatre
Temple Torah
8600 Jog Road, Boynton Beach
For tickets, all 561-865-5292
www.TheJewishMusic.com
On Sunday, December 6, the great Israeli Dance
Theater presents a cast of 30 sensational performers
including Klezmer. The tickets are $12 and $18.
Delray Beach Playhouse
950 North West 9th Street (near Lake Ida and
Swinton)
561- 272-1281 ext. 4
www.delrayplayhouse.com
The Delray Beach Playhouse hosts wonderful
musical memories narrated (and sometimes sung) by
Randolph del Lago. The theater’s lakeside location
makes it enjoyable to stroll outside during
intermission. Oh! And Majestic Isle resident Morris
Berman builds the sets for the Playhouse shows.
Performances of “Love Makes the World go Round,”
featuring the songs of Bob Merrill, are scheduled for
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Dec. 14 - 16, 21-23 and 28 and
29. “Fallen Angels,” a Noel Coward comedy, will run
from Dec. 4 – 20. The shows and Musical Memories
are priced at $100.00 for five shows. Gift certificates
and group discounts are also available.
This and That
Visit the magnificent holiday decorations, tree and
children’s carousel in downtown Delray. Stroll along
Atlantic Avenue and purchase a few gifts. Stop in at
Delray Library for a schedule of their book talks,
travel lectures, and guest speakers.
The American Orchid Society on Jog Road next to
Morikami is still open! It was saved by donations
from the public. Go visit.
Have fun! Keep busy! Be happy!

18

Majestic Isles News

December 2009

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News

December 2009

Majestic Isles News

THE GECKO
By Thelma Mechanic
The Gecko is a quirky sort
He doesn’t roar and doesn’t snort
He crawls and climbs his way all day
Wouldn’t you rather he stay away?
An oft-repeated scenario: you open your front door,
and behold one or more leggy creatures crawling
around.
“Eek!”, you say. Many of my female
neighbors are actually fearful and repulsed by these
small (3”-5”) lizards called “geckos.”
I recall the day a gecko had the audacity to enter my
screened patio. I grabbed a broom to sweep him out,
but he quickly climbed to the wall and upward, out of
my reach. Fortunately, I opened the door, and he
took the hint to exit, although many a gecko has
entered a home, never to be seen again.
This and other gecko experiences prompted me to
learn more about this creature that crawls, slithers,
and lives amongst our landscaping.
The Gecko, my friends, belongs to the reptile family
(another “eek!”), but they are harmless creatures. In
fact, some schoolchildren keep them as house pets,
but I wouldn’t recommend that.
You can easily recognize a gecko by its scaly skin,
narrow head and long tail. They are cold-blooded
creatures, which mean they soak heat from the
surroundings.
Most importantly, geckos are not
poisonous. They are found in the warmest regions of
the world. Years ago, I actually asked a gardener
how to get rid of the geckos. He looked at me
incredulously and said, “Mrs. M, they were in Florida
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long before you!” How true! In addition, he informed
me that they hunt insects (crickets, mealworms, etc.).
So they are an asset in that respect. Geckos have
thick, sticky tongues which enable them to swallow
insects whole. The reason they can run across
ceilings upside down is due to their toe pads. At the
end of each toe they have a pad covered with
microscopic brush like stickers. These pads work as
suction cups and can stick to any surface the Gecko
climbs. Why is that important? I learned that there
are scientists, (gecko teams) who are constantly
trying to adapt discoveries and inventions based on
the geckos’ ability to walk in all directions: sideways,
up, down, and upside down.
Under powerful electron microscopes, scientists see
thousands of leaves of very thin tissue on each toe.
Each leaf has hundreds of thousands of hair like
strands, and each strand has hundreds and thousands
of tiny, flat tips. Each flat tip peels back, one after
another enabling the gecko to raise its foot very fast.
This is scientifically important because every
discovery here could lead to a new invention. For
example, scientists are working on a stronger
adhesive tape, (a gecko tape) for attaching equipment
to space stations.
It could even be possible for
“Gecko Gloves” and/or shoes that would enable rock
climbers to move about like Spider-man!
The most successful gecko, however, is known to all
as the top-salesman for Geico Auto Insurance. I’m
sure you’ve seen him asking for “15 minutes of your
time!”
The next you see a gecko, think kindly of him. You
don’t hurt him and he won’t hurt you.

Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic
lanes), the one you were in will always move
faster than the one you are in now. (It works
every time).
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MORE THAN JUST THE BIG BAND
By Josh Katz
ERA
OZZIE NELSON
Though best remembered as one
of TV’s most famous dads, Ozzie,
whose real name was Oswald
Nelson, was also a celebrated
bandleader during the heyday of
swing. Born in Jersey City in
1906, Ozzie excelled in sports as a
youth. In the 1920s he learned
how to play the ukulele. He later switched to the banjo
and formed a duo with pianist Frank Leithner. The two
eventually became part of a quartet called the
Syncopation Four, which played garden parties, local
clubs and weddings, with Ozzie as the singer. Ozzie
also taught himself how to play the saxophone. In 1923
he entered Rutgers, where he played football and joined
the boxing team. He later went to law school, where he
led a small dance orchestra and coaching football to
earn tuition money.
Ozzie's resemblance to Rudy Vallee, both in looks and
voice, helped boost his career. In 1930 he was given his
own radio show. His big break came when the New
York Daily Mirror ran a poll on the most popular radio
orchestra. When the voting was done, Ozzie led the poll
over Vallee and Paul Whiteman. As a result, the band
was booked into the Glen Island Casino. With that
engagement also came a series of national radio
network broadcasts. Ozzie was on his way to the top.
In 1932 Ozzie added singer Harriet Hilliard (real name
Peggy Sue Snyder) to the band. She became only the
second female vocalist featured in a big band (Mildred
Bailey, with Whiteman, was the first). They hit it off
personally as well as musically and were married in
October of 1935. Their first son, David, was born in
1936, followed by Ricky in 1940.
The orchestra remained one of the most popular in the
country during the 30s and into the 40s. The Nelson's
real family life, however, began to figure into the image
they presented. In 1944, they gave up their music career
to star in a radio situation comedy. In 1951, they made a
feature film, “Here Come the Nelsons,” which preceded
the debut of their TV program. The Adventures of
Ozzie and Harriet first aired in 1952 and ran for 15
years on ABC, with Ozzie as producer and writer. After
the series ended, Ozzie kept busy producing, directing
and writing for both television and film. Ozzie died in
1975 from complications of cancer.

DOESN’T SOUND RIGHT
Benny Affleck
Bernard Madoff
King Bill the 1st
Bob Redford
Cal Klein
Charles McCarthy
Larry of Arabia
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Ben Goodman
Bernie Baruch
William Clinton
Robert Crosby
Calvin Rifkin
Prince Charlie
Lawrence Parks

7 to 10 p.m. 1950 MONDAY NIGHT TV LISTINGS
ABC Club Seven, Treasury Men in Action, The
College Bowl, On Trial.
CBS
The Stork Club, CBS News, The Perry Como
Show, Lux Video Theater, Arthur Godfrey’s
Talent Scouts, The Horace Heidt Show, The
Goldbergs, Studio One.
NBC Kukla Fran and Ollie, The Mohawk
Showroom, Camel News Caravan, The Voice
of Firestone, Lights Out, Robert Montgomery
Presents.
[

PERSONAL STUFF
I was working at radio station WPAT in Paterson, N.J
during the 40’s. I remember it was late afternoon and I
was in the newsroom doing some work. The United
Press news ticker was ticking away at the standard
speed of 60 words a minute. If the bells rang 3 or 4
times, it meant a bulletin was coming through, and it
might be important enough to be classified as “We
interrupt this program, etc.”v Well the bell started to
ring and ring and ring and ring. I thought the machine
was broken. I went over to the ticker and I saw the
following: President Roosevelt died this afternoon.
I immediately tore off the bulletin, ran into the studio,
and gave the bulletin to the announcer. He at first
thought it was one of my jokes. I convinced him it
wasn’t and he broke into the jazz music we were
playing and made this somber announcement. I went
back to the news ticker and kept tearing off more of the
story, which now gave details of his death and kept
bringing more and more to the announcer. The phones
starting ringing from listeners and from station
executives. The announcer could not keep talking until
I brought in more news, but I didn’t think it was
appropriate to keep playing swing and jazz. So I
grabbed some classical records and transcriptions which
contained heavy music and had the engineer play these
in lieu of the jazz. And we kept playing this kind of
music for a few days. Interestingly enough, just about
every other radio station in New York and New Jersey
did the same thing.
Hope to see you next month.
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INVESTMENT DISCUSSION GROUP
Al Silverman---Facilitator
The market has made a huge move since March of
this year. Is it predicting an improving economy six
to nine months down the road? After all, many public
companies have been doing well and profits have
been rising. Many investors are apparently feeling
more confident by pouring more money into stocks
and mutual funds -- this, according to an article in
Barron’s. But on balance, they appear to be buying
more foreign securities than domestic securities. This
seems to indicate more confidence in foreign
currencies than the U.S. Dollar.
Profits have improved far more than the revenue that
produces them. One reason is that productivity
improved at a 9.5% rate while business cut labor
costs 5.25%. Unemployment increased to 10.2%, and
if you include the army of the unemployed, this
means an “underemployment rate“ of 17.5%. The
unemployed certainly cannot be considered a source
of funds to help boost the economy. President Obama
signed legislation extending jobless benefits up to 20
weeks. The deficit keeps increasing and the dollar
continues to lose value against some foreign
currencies causing a growing loss of confidence in
the dollar. The price of gold is rising as further
evidence of this deterioration -- and with it, the fear
of inflation down the road.
In the face of all this, some investors may feel
optimistic for the next two to five years. After all, the
efforts of the government to pump money into the
economy should soon bear fruit, right? Well, at least,
we hope so. But trying to pick one or two stocks for
growth is potentially hazardous to your financial
health. The best of the gurus, or analysts, with solid
growth histories are wrong one third of the time.
However, they buy large numbers of stocks and
quickly cut their losses while they ride their winners.
Since the average investor cannot do this, an
alternative to consider is a less aggressive approach-such as a MLP or Master Limited Partnership.
According to Elliot Gue, of Seeking Alpha, the
financial media focuses on three things: revenue,
earnings per share (EPS) and how a company
performs relative to consensus estimates. In the case
of MLP’s, focusing on “earnings per unit”, the MLP
equivalent of “EPS”, not only provides an incomplete
picture of a company’s health but is misleading, since
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it appears that their earnings do not cover their
quarterly distribution payouts.
Earnings per share are useful for evaluating results
for most corporations. But earnings include a number
of non-cash charges--expenses that don’t involve
paying out any money. In the case of MLP’s, the
most common charge to earnings is depreciation,
which reduces the reportable earnings but does not
affect cash flow. If you were to add back depreciation
-- the higher earnings would reduce the calculated PE
to a comfortable level. The yields are generally in the
7% to12% range.
Part of the distribution is tax-sheltered but it reduces
the cost basis of the original purchase. When the cost
basis reduces to zero (many years later), distributions
become fully taxable as ordinary income. MLP’s can
then be sold for a long term capital gain. MLP’s issue
Form K-1 which is more complicated than the usual
Form 1099. However, either your accountant or
TurboTax can handle it for your Federal Tax Return.
Several examples of MLP’s were discussed at our
meeting on Monday Nov. 9 as well as other income
investments which may be potential candidates to
increase your cash flow. See you at our next meeting
in December and let’s talk.

THE MEN’S CLUB
By Sy Lubchansky
The Men's Club is considering a trip to the
Hard Rock Casino for a "Tribute to Elvis"
show on Wed. Jan 27, 2010. We will need
a minimum of 40 people to get the group
special price. We would be there for a
total of 6 hours including the show.
The cost would be $35 per person including the bus,
with $20 free play and $5 meal money included.
Please let Joel know immediately if you have an
interest in going. (742-9695). A prepayment of $35
will be needed early to reserve the space.
Bingo will be held on Sunday, Dec. 20.

Wilson's Law of Commercial Marketing
Strategy - As soon as you find a product that
you really like, they will stop making it.
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SOCIAL CLUB
By F. Cohen, R. Dick and S. Fefferman
At our fall meeting on Nov. 17, we presented the
2010 slate for the Social Club Board. Many current
board members will remain on the board, while we
welcome Susan Brandt and Marge Chappell. For
2010, the slate is:
PRESIDENT: Arlene Koch; VICE PRESIDENTS:
Rita Dick, Sylvia Fefferman; TREASURER:
Bernice Sultan; RECORDING SEC’Y: Sandy
Levine; CORRESPONDING SEC’Y: Helen
Aldoroty; ENTERTAINMENT PLANNERS: Joan
Sorkin, Arlene Koch, Florence Cohen; PROGRAMMING & PUBLICITY: Helen Benewich, Nancy
Weiss; HOSPITALITY: Fran Ost; MEMBERSHIP
& TELEPHONE SQUAD: Doris Silverman, Susan
Brandt;
MOVIE
COORDINATOR: Marge
Chappell
The evening’s entertainment featured Al Giallorenzi
on the harmonica with keyboard accompanist Evelyn
Rombach. Al played music from Broadway shows,
popular and holiday tunes, interspersed with some
humor. Once again, Fran Ost, hospitality chairperson
was thanked for the tasty desserts, ice cream and her
delectable homemade apple mixture.
We have a wonderful schedule for the Grandkids’
Party and activities. Look in the boxed text for the
details.

December 2009

They will pay the same amount of $70 per person.
We are also selling individual tickets at $25 per
person for the Diamonds in January and the Cory
Kahaney Show in March. The price is $35 for Renee
Taylor and Joe Bologna. As you can see, it is much
more economical to purchase the series. Please
support your Social Club. The Social Club welcomes
all residents to volunteer their help for our functions,
for without them our parties would not be as
successful as they have been.

GRANDKIDS’ PARTY
Saturday, Dec. 26
Morning: Arts and Crafts with Estelle Snyder
and helpers. (No charge.)
Afternoon: Show to be announced. ($2/child)
After the show: Make your own sundae.
Sunday, Dec. 27
Morning: Fishing (No charge)
12 noon. Pizza lunch ($1/slice – must prepay)
Afternoon: M.I.L.T. will present “The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas” at 2 p.m.
Please check channel 63 for exact times.

Our annual New Year’s Eve celebration is in its final
planning stages. More than 170 guests are expected
to ring in the New Year with the fantastic Poppy
Band.
Your Social Club has tried to present quality
entertainment for the community. In offering
a Winter Series of three shows, we are able to bring
in headliners such as Freddie Roman, Mal Z
Lawrence, and The Platters, to name a few. For
2010, Renee Taylor and Joe Bologna will grace our
stage along with the Diamonds and comedian Cory
Kahaney and Israeli singer Shalva Berti. We are a
little disappointed with our response for the 2010
series. Without higher sales, we will have to go back
to selling individual shows, but we will not be able to
offer the top quality shows we have had in the past.
We feel that $70 per person for three excellent shows
is a fair price. Please, if you have not purchased
tickets yet, put your checks in now. If you are
joining us, how about asking friends or relatives?

MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY, DEC. 18 at 8 p.m.:
WHATEVER WORKS While falling
for a young Southern belle (Evan Rachel
Wood), an aging New York City
eccentric (Larry David) finds himself caught in a
series of bizarre situations involving the girl’s
parents and his own Greenwich Village group of pals.
Written and directed by legendary filmmaker Woody
Allen, this romantic comedy also stars Patricia
Clarkson, Ed Begley Jr., Michael McKean and Henry
Cavill.
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
PERFORMANCE, Nov.14, 2009
By Selma Friedman
The Bernstein Murder Retrial
Phil Chermak, his cast and crew worked very hard
for the past six months, and judging by the laughter
and chuckles, the audience thought it was well worth
the effort.
Phil wrote and directed the comedy and Marilyn
Chermak served as producer. Both also took parts
onstage. Mel Burstein assisted as musical director.
On stage they were joined by a very large cast;
Claire Deveney, Phyllis and Bernie Fishkin, Ed
Gerard, Roberta Jaffie, Linda Kessler, Arlene Koch,
Herb Levine, Nancy Levitan, Isabel and Sy
Lubchansky, Paul Mendelsohn, Joan Peckins, Norma
and Ira Schneider, Lenny Schwartz, Erwin Silling,
Estelle Snyder, Harriet and Ed Strauber and Al
Weinstein.
Several areas of technical support were filled by
Marty Baron, Ed Gerard, Mark Jaffie, Buddy Koch,
Ed Strauber and Milton Swersky. The scrim design
and artwork were done by Bill Broth and Karen
Cohen. Costumes were created by Phil and Francine
Gitto. Dressers were Francine, Barbara Portnoff and
Judy Zeid, and makeup was applied by Saralee
Weinstein.

CALLING ALL ARTISANS
The much-anticipated annual “Art Show” at
Majestic Isles is scheduled for Sunday, January 31
from 2 to 5 p.m. in our elegant club house ballroom.
Many of the creative and talented artists residing in
our community will participate. There will be
original paintings, sculpture, ceramics, jewelry,
needle works, photography, graphics and more for
your viewing pleasure.
If you have not shown your creations in past shows,
consider doing so now. We have large tables and
display screens to show off your work.
Refreshments are served for all guests and artists.
Join us for a wonderful day.
All participants are asked to sign up by Monday,
January 18, 2010. A sign up sheet will be posted on
the bulletin board in the back lobby. Contact any
committee member for further details:
Committee
Marilyn Friedberg…..742-5766
Irene Freedman……..742-8760
Marilyn Milano……..737-8103
Roberta Jaffee………733-2312

Jerry Fefferman created the newsletter cover and the
show's playbill. Thank you to Ray Kozlin for the
ticket design. Arlene Levin took care of the
advertising.
Helen Benowich, Marilyn Chermak, Arlene Koch,
Arlene Levin and Harriet Strauber served on the
ticket committee. We thank Renee Stichel for storing
the props that were made by Marty Baron.
It all shows how many people worked hard to put
together this evening's entertainment.
Don't forget to reserve Sunday, Dec. 13 for
M.I.L.Y.’general meeting, when we will present
"How The Grinch Stole Christmas," a combined
narrative, musical and artistic venture. It will be an
evening of light-hearted fun.

Sat. Jan. 23: The Diamonds
Sat. Feb. 27: Renee Taylor and Joe Bologna
Sun. Mar. 21: Comedian Corey Kahani and
Israeli singer Shalva Berti
$70/three shows
Call Arlene Koch or Joan Sorkin for tickets
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BOOK TALKS AND MORE
By Judy Markowitz
On Wednesday, December 16 a guest
speaker, Bonnie Torgow will review
the book “Resilience” by Elizabeth
Edwards. In many ways Mrs. Edwards
has led a charmed life. However, she is no stranger
to adversity.
Edwards writes powerfully about the three major
adversities in her life: the death of her 16-year-old
son in a car accident; her own recurring battle with
cancer, which has now metastasized; and her
husband's affair with filmmaker Rielle Hunter.
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YIDDISH CULTURAL CLUB
By Jerry Raske

The November meeting started with the singing of
Hatikvah and then a rendition of God Bless America
led by our guest entertainer, Pat Lewis.
The group was happy to welcome many new
members and to extend good wishes to our ailing
friends Dave Zeidler and Josh Katz.

There is a striking difference in tone in the way she
writes about them. Her son's death nearly destroyed
her, the cancer diagnosis upended her world in an
instant, but neither of them were intentional acts; she
could, eventually, through the force of her
considerable will, deal with them. However, John
Edwards made a choice, chose to lie about it, and
then was exposed in the most public way. Elizabeth
Edwards was furious about that.

We reminded everyone of our wonderful, annual
upcoming Hanukah party on Sunday, Dec. 6 at 6:30
p.m. The dairy meal is priced at $12 for members
and $14 for non-members.

She writes about forgiveness and building a new
relationship, but her anger burns through. She never
identifies Hunter by name and refers to Hunter's baby
daughter, whom we now know is John Edward's
child, as “it.” She repeats Hunter's inane pickup line
“You're so hot” like some perverse mantra all
through the book.

We again thank Fran Ost and her host of assistants
who always provide the end of the meeting treats.

The group enjoyed entertainment by singer Pat
Lewis. Afterwards, our sponsor, Fred Arnold,
representing Global Financial gave an overview of
the services provided by Global.

Hope to see all of you on Dec. 6 as we celebrate
Hanukah. And remember, you don’t have speak
Yiddish to enjoy our meetings.

Everyone is invited to attend our Book Talks whether
or not you have read the book. Many residents have
decided to read books after attending our meetings.

M.I. WEBSITE HOUSEKEEPING
Many club and organization listings on
the M.I. website are out-of-date. Doris
Davidoff, who maintains the website, is
asking for updated information: name of
the club or organization, names of the
leaders, purpose of the group, and general
information such as fees and meeting times.
Please check the website (www.majesticisles.com) to
see whether the information about your group is
current. If you find your listing is out-of-date – or
missing – please send the information to Doris via email at dorisdav@aol.com or put the information in
the newsletter mailbox in the back lobby.
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SNOWBIRDS RETURN
By Dave Feinberg

Because of the high school tournament in Week #8
were we did not bowl that week. The scores below
are for Weeks 6,7,9.
MEN

WOMEN
WEEK 6 – HIGH GAME
Al Lynn
197
Shirley Scheffel
Bob Rosenhouch 181
Estelle Snyder
Dave Feinberg
178
Eileen Mehlman

156
148
140

WEEK 6 – HIGH SERIES
Al Lynn
469
Shirley Scheffel
Bob Rosenhouch 496
Estelle Snyder
Dave Feinberg
446
Eileen Mehlman

403
426
348

WEEK 7 – HIGH GAME
Shelly Mehlman 170
Estelle Snyder
Stan Snyder
158
Toni Kohn
Fred Oestreicher 151
Eileen Mehlman

161
143
126

WEEK 7 – HIGH SERIES
Shelly Mehlman 477
Estelle Snyder
Stan Snyder
412
Toni Kohn
Fred Oestreicher 401
Eileen Mehlman

456
355
350

WEEK 9 – HIGH GAME
Al Lynn
195
Shirley Scheffel
Bob Rosenhouch 184
Estelle Snyder
Bert Stillman
181
Ruth Rossi

159
156
153

WEEK 7 – HIGH SERIES
Al Lynn
458
Shirley Scheffel
Bob Rosenhouch 541
Estelle Snyder
Bert Stillman
495
Ruth Rossi

362
409
374

by Marilyn J. Levy
Nasty cold winter weather came early
this year to the North and the
Majestic Isles Snowbirds returned
gladly to their winter home. We have
a busy season planned and encourage
part-time residents and year round
residents to join us in these activities.
Our welcome back brunch will be held on Friday,
December 18, 2009, in the clubhouse. Sid Kaufman,
Don Duchin, Sy Bochner, Mark Jaffie, Lil Desnet,
and Pearl Kornblau volunteered to be the committee
to shop, setup and clean up. In order to have enough
money for the brunch, snowbirds are asked to pay
their $5 pp dues by check by Dec.11. Put the checks
in the mailbox in the back lobby. There will be a
sign-up sheet in the back lobby so we can have an
accurate count and order enough food.
Bobbe and Jack Greene are organizing a theater party
for us to see “42nd St.” at the Stage Door Theater on
Sun. Jan.24, at 2 PM. Ellen Alexander is arranging a
trip to Jonathan Dickinson Park in Hobe Sound north
of Jupiter for Friday, Feb.26. This will be by car.
Please arrange car pools. While there, we will picnic
and go by boat to Trapper Nelson’s island. A park
ranger will give us a tour of the island.
For a farewell gala in March, Irwin Finkelstein, Joyce
Spiess and Joan Greenwald are planning a lunchdance. There will be music and entertainment.
Please mark your calendars for our business meetings
on Jan. 18, Feb. 5 and March 5. We need your
attendance at these meetings to keep the club active.

Week 10 was position week, but the results were not
available in time to include in this newsletter issue.
I hope all had a healthy, joyous Thanksgiving dinner.
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WOMEN’S CLUB

By Bobbe Greene

By Sandy Gardner and Myrna Levine

Enid Bayer, Rhoda Shenkman and their “cast” of
approximately 55 volunteers did an outstanding job
presenting the Fashion Show/Luncheon that was held
in November. The centerpieces designed by Bunny
Eisenberg were not only unique, they were charming.
A special thank you to the pianist, Roy Grover who
so graciously donated his time and talent to provide
the background music. A big THANK YOU to all
who participated.

On Nov. 9, our Welcome Back Luncheon was held in
the ballroom at the Clubhouse and was very well
attended. The group enjoyed the presentation by Dr.
Robert Watson, a well know political scientist and
scholar who discussed some current issues and
famous campaign events that influenced American
politics. We hope to have him again in the near
future.

From 2 to 5 pm on Dec. 6 designer, Phyllis Pinsel,
will hold a Jewelry Extravaganza in her home to
benefit Cancer Research. There are selected items
that will be marked down 50% and on top of that
donor credit will be earned.
Join us at 10:30 a.m. on Dec. 20 for the Cancer
Unit’s Annual Sunday Brunch at the Clubhouse.
Enjoy good food and great entertainment, provided
by Alfredo and Audrey, for only $13. Put your check
in our mailbox ASAP!!!
Coins for the Cure is coming to Majestic Isles. On
Jan. 28, 2010 an elegant buffet will be served in our
lovely ballroom. Entertainment will be announced
shortly.
The next general meeting will be on February 25th at
12 noon. A light lunch will be served and we will
enjoy the beautiful voices of the Olympic Heights
High School Chorus.
There is still time to get your tickets to “Singing in
The Rain.” We have a block of seats for the 2 p.m.
performance on March 10 at $32.00 each. Don’t get
locked out.
SAVE THE DATE: The annual Walk-a-Thon will
be held on March 13.

SINGLES SCENE
By Thelma Mechanic
Dec. 6 – “Laughing Matterz”. Bus and Dinner. Meet
at 3:30. Tickets will be distributed at Dec. 4 meeting.
Dec. 13 Holiday Party –Call Roberta for information.
Itinerary for New Year’s weekend will be given out
at next meeting December 4.

The business meeting was short, and we introduced
the new residents of the community, and announced
the new Board of Women’s Club Officers for 2010.
They are as follows:
President
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Membership
Program

Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Hospitality

Publicity
Canasta Tournament

Barbara Roland
Lynn Sherman
Bunny Kramer
Marlene Ehrlich
Gladys Feldman
Ruth Rossi
Rita Keller
Bert Weinberg
Gladys Cohen
Bobbie Green
Tillie Citron
Simmy Rabinowitz
Marilyn Sumberg
Millie Silverman
Evelyn Klein
Sandy Gardner
Sandy Kastner
Gladys Cohen
Tillie Citron
Doris Levin

Since many residents will be away in December,
there will not be a general meeting. On January 11,
2010, the installation of officers will take place at a
Luncheon in the ballroom of the Clubhouse. The
price is $10 p/p. Cutoff date will be Jan. 4, 2010.
Entertainment will be by Mindy McGee.
On February 24, we will be making our annual trip to
"Murder On the Beach" Bookstore. Please watch for
further information on flyers in rear of clubhouse.
We wish everybody a healthy, Happy New Year.
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MAJESTIC ISLES HADASSAH
By Bobbe Greene
This is your LAST CHANCE to take advantage of the one time only reduction in dues. Become a Life
Member for only $250, an annual member for $25. You can also make any of the men in your lives
associate for a one time cost of $200 each.
Rosh Chodesh, the gathering for the celebration of the new moon will be held on Dec. 16 at 10 a.m. at
the Morikami picnic area.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, December 21 at 11:30 a.m. A light lunch will be served and we will be joined
by a speaker from the Regional Office.
On Sunday, Jan. 10, there will be a Women's Symposium at FAU-Live Oaks Pavilion. The topic is "Jewish
Women: Agents of Change". The couvert is $36 for both the morning and afternoon sessions and includes a kosher
meat box lunch. For more information on classes and carpooling call Elaine at 736-3636. This promises to be a very
interesting day.
Reservations are being taken for the annual Book and Author Luncheon that will be held on Friday, February 26,
2010. This delightful day will feature Maggie Anton, author of "Rashi's Daughters" and one of our favorites, Dr.
Robert Watson, who will discuss his newest book, "Israel and the Legacy of Harry S. Truman.” Tickets for this
regional event go very quickly. The price of $50.00 includes lunch. Place your checks in our mailbox, attention of
Helen Benowich. See the flyer for further details.
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR

Dec. 2, Wed., 10 a.m., Men’s Club, Casino Trip (p, a)
Dec. 6, Sun., 9:30 a.m., Men’s Club, Breakfast (p, h)
3 p.m., Singles Club, “Laughing Matterz” (p, a)
6 p.m., Yiddish Club, Hanukah Party (p, h)
Dec. 13, Sun., 7:30 p.m., M.I.L.T. “How the Grinch Stole Christmas (members
free, non-members $2, h)
Dec. 14, Mon. 3 p.m. Hadassah, Study Group (f, h)
Dec. 16, Wed., 2 p.m., Book Talks and More, “Resiliance” by Elizabeth Edwards
7 p.m., Board of Directors Elections (h)
Dec. 18, Fri., 11am, Snowbirds, Welcome Back Brunch (p, h)
Dec. 18, Fri., 8 p.m., Social Club Movie Night (p, h)
Dec. 20, Sun., 10:30 a.m., Cancer Unit, Brunch (p, h)
7 p.m., Men’s Club, Bingo (p, h)
Dec. 21, Mon. 3 p.m. Hadassah, General meeting (f, h)
Dec. 26 and 27, Sat. and Sun., Social Club, Grandkid’s Party (h)
Dec. 31, Thurs., Social Club, New Year’s Eve Party (p, h)

Jan. 2, Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
Jan. 3, Sun., 9:30 a.m., Men’s Club, Breakfast (p, h)
7:30 p.m., Yiddish Club (f, h)
Jan. 10, Sun., 7:30 p.m., M.I.L.T. (members free, non-members $2, h)
Jan. 11, Mon., 12 noon, Women’s Club, Installation (p, h)
4 p.m., Investment Discussion Group (f, h)
Jan. 13, Wed., 11a.m., Presidents’Meeting (all clubs)
Jan. 16, Sat., 8 p.m. Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
Jan. 17, Sun., 7 p.m., Men’s Club, Bingo (p, h)
Jan. 18, Mon., 2:30 p.m., Hadassah, Study Group (f, h)
Jan. 20, Wed., 2 p.m., Book Talks and More Harvey Vetstein (f, h)
4 p.m., Computer Club (f, h)
Jan. 21, Thurs., 4 p.m., Tennis Club Meeting
Jan. 23, Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Winter Showtime Series (p, h)
Jan. 24, Sun., 2 p.m., Snowbirds, “42nd Street,” (p, a)
Jan. 28, Thurs., 12 noon, Cancer Unit, Coins for Cure (p, h)
Jan. 31, Sun., 2 p.m., Art Show (f, h)

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home

January

December

December 1, 2009 – January 31, 2010
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