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                                Managerôs Corner 
 
 

As we near the end of 2012 and look to 2013, Iôd 

like to take the opportunity to thank the Board of 

Directors for its work throughout the past year, 

with members doing everything they can to make 

Majestic Isles a place that everyone can be proud 

to call ñhome.ò 
 

Joel Rosenthal, Steve Bayer, and Janice Davidson 

finish their two-year terms, and the election of 

new Board Members lies just ahead.  Steve 

Bayer, Bill Broth, Mark Jaffie, Joel Rosenthal, 

and Saul Siegel are the five candidates vying for 

the four open seats on the Board of Directors.  

Janice Davidson has decided not to seek re-election, but she deserves a big 

thank you for all of her work taking care of the Associationôs insurance 

needs while trying her best to keep the costs down for the community. 
 

The election will be held on Thursday, December 13 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

The Annual Meeting Notice along with the candidate information sheets, 

proxies, and ballots were mailed out just before Thanksgiving.  This gave 

the mail service plenty of time to deliver the packages to the ownersô official 

billing addresses with time for those out of town to mail back the proxy form 

and ballot before the election.  That is, there is time unless you leave the 

package on the kitchen counter thinking ñIôll get to it later.ò  Donôt delay.  It 

will only take you five minutes to read through all of the information sheets, 

fill out your proxy, mark your ballot, and mail it back.  Read the directions 

carefully!   If the proper envelopes are not used, your vote may not count. 
 

*****  

The oak trees have been a major issue this year.  Acorns and leaves have 

littered the ground, driveways, and sidewalks three times this year with more 

droppings each time than ever before.  This is probably caused by the mild 

weather last winter and the amount of rain that South Florida has seen this 

year.  News reports state that weôve had more rain this year than weôve had 

in the last five years combined. All of the plants and trees loved it!  

Residents? ï Not so much.  By the time Zimmerman Tree Service gets here 

in January to trim all of the canopy/hardwood trees, the last of the acorns 

should have already dropped.   
 

Now that the Board has voted on a 24-month moratorium on removing trees 

unless they are causing actual structural damage, my recommendation to 

purchase an inexpensive blower to help clean off your driveways and 

sidewalks stands.  We simply do not have the manpower or time to blow off 

every driveway and sidewalk every day.  Residents will have to help do their 

part to keep Majestic Isles looking the best that it possibly can for everyone 

to enjoy. Aside from the mess, this is also a safety issue because the acorns 

make walking hazardous. 

Ken Miller, Association Manager  

 

 

 

For photos, information 

and back issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 

out our website:  

 

www.majesticisles.com 

 

The M.I. Newsletter is 

financially self-sustaining. 

All  expenses are covered 

by advertising revenue.  
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of  

Directors Meeting, November 8, 2012 
 

Minutes of the November 2012 meeting will not be 

available until the Board approves them at the next 

meeting. To inform residents in a timely manner, we 

present the unofficial and abbreviated notes below.  
 

Treasurerôs Report, Sy Kugelmas 

¶ (Residents may request a report of the 11/8/12 cash 

positions and Statement of Operations at the office.) 

¶ Maintenance receivable: The unpaid maintenance 

for prior quarters is now $13,489. Of that, $10,376 is 

due from one unit. 

¶ Net revenues over expenses are reduced because 

Whitefly treatments were unanticipated and therefore 

were not budgeted for. 

¶ The budget is within current year compliance 

requirements.  

¶ The Board approved the budget for 2013 at the 

Oct. 18 budget meeting. Quarterly maintenance 

payments will be $1,007 for patio homes and $1062 

for single-family homes.  

¶ Nineteen patio homes and six single-family homes 

have sold this year. Single-family homes sold for an 

average of $208,983. Patio homes sold for an average 

of $165,526. While sales have doubled from 2011, 

average prices decreased slightly. They now seem to 

be trending upwards. 
  

Committee Reports 

COBWRA, Steve Bayer 

¶ If a community opens its weir without permission, 

Lake Worth Drainage District (LWDD) can weld it 

shut permanently.  The roads are designed to flood in 

an emergency. During Tropical Storm Isaac every-

thing worked as it was supposed to.  No water 

entered any homes in Palm Beach County.   
 

Security, Steve Bayer 

¶ The shredding truck will be back on Wednesday 

Dec. 12.   

¶ LWDD is testing a new email system and possible 

phone system to send out alert in a timelier manner to 

Associations.  This will help get out information 

about opening our weir in the event of a storm and 

possible flooding. 

¶ We are actively investigating a barcode system for 

the gates. 
           

 

Clubhouse and Pool, Harvey Galan 

¶ Tennis court repairs are being completed now that 

the header curb in the back is finished and the  

 

 
repairs to the wash-out on the courts are being taken 

care of.  More HarTru is being added to the courts.  

 

Unfinished Business 

¶ Spiraling Whitefly proposal and discussion will be 

tabled until after the first of the year unless the insect 

is seen on the property. 

¶ Motion to accept Zimmermanôs proposal to treat 
the Royal Palm trees at a cost of $910 passed by 

unanimous vote. 

¶ Motion to accept M&Pôs proposal for fall 

plantings passed by a 5-1 vote. 

¶ Motion to accept Atlantic Coast Elevator Systemsô 
proposal for elevator maintenance passed by 

unanimous vote. 
  

New Business 

¶ Motion that we notify Board members not to 

discuss renting unit at 5783 Grand Harbour with the 

attorney without a motion and second by the Board.  

¶ Motion to table this motion until the new Board 

takes over.  Motion failed by a tie vote of 3-3. 

¶ Original motion passed by 4-2 vote. 

¶ Motion to table issue of recommended 

amendments to the Documents until the new Board 

brings it up.  Motion to table passed by 5-1 vote. 

¶ Motion to charge a $500 capital contribution for 

all new owners, subject to the approval of our 

attorney, passed by 4-2 vote. 

¶ Motion to prevent non-residents from using the 

clubhouse unless they are overnight guests passed by 

unanimous vote.  

¶ Motion that buildings next to one another cannot 

be the same body color number, passed by 5-1 vote. 

¶ Motion to impose a 24-month moratorium on 

removing any street trees, except where tree roots are 

causing damage to the house, sidewalk, driveway, or 

water lines, and to require a plumberôs report in the 

case of water line damage. Motion passed, 4-2. 

¶ Harvey Galan approved a request from the Social 

Club for a $700 donation for a $700 donation by the 

for the Grandkids Party.  
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ARC (Architectural Review Committee) 
By Liz Hopwood  

When I became chairman of the ARC, it became my 

job to tell Majestic Isles residents what they can and 

cannot do to their property. I donôt like that part of 

the job; it makes me feel like a Roman tax collector. I 

am writing now to ask for your voluntary 

cooperation. You know the rules. Follow the rules, 

and I wonôt have to come around to enforce them. 

That should make both of us happy.  

If you plan to change your landscaping, you must fill 

out an ARC form before you proceed.  I get calls 

from residents saying, ñThe landscaper is 15 minutes 

away.  Please approve the changes before he gets 

here.ò  Sometimes Iôve done just that, even via the 

telephone, which totally violates Board protocol and 

gets my fellow Board members upset. I will no 

longer approve requests that have not been submitted 

in writing ahead of time.  

Until the last few years, the oak trees never presented 

a problem, but now, because theyôve now matured 

and because weôve had so much rain this year, they 

are on a third cycle of dropping acorns this year.  

People fed up with the mess on the driveways and 

sidewalks are removing them.  Thatôs terrific, 

because the acorns make sidewalks and driveways 

look dirty and can make walking hazardous. 

However, Palm Beach County (PBC) requires that 

when a shade tree facing the street is removed, it 

must be replaced by another shade tree.  Ken has a 

poster of acceptable tree replacements in his office; 

see him before you buy your replacement tree. The 

replacement trees must be allowed to grow to their 

full height and width. If PBC inspects here and you 

have not replaced a required tree on the street side(s) 

of your house, or have trimmed your new tree to keep 

it shrub-like, PBC can require you put in an 

acceptable tree and may possibly issue a fine. The 

rules about trees are county rules; Majestic Isles does 

not have the authority to grandfather in existing trees.  

Oh ï and by the way, palm trees are not considered 

shade trees. 

Not all trees that went down in the 2004 and 2005 

hurricanes have been replaced. Majestic Isles paid for 

an independent study that showed that although we 

do not have as many trees as we once had, we do 

meet PBC requirements in the common areas. Could 

we put in more trees?  Sure, but we havenôt unlimited 

funds. To maintain, improve and keep our 

community competitive, we have spent money from  

 

the reserves on other items. Our most recent increase 

in maintenance fees went to rebuild the reserves and 

increase salaries for our personnel. I cannot see 

spending money on trees in the common areas when 

we already meet the countyôs requirement.  
 

I believe that understanding can build cooperation 

and that members of this community can be 

responsive when they know why the rules exist.  

Please prove me right. 

 

 

 
 

GOOD AND WELFARE  

GET WELL 

Jean Abramowitz           Phyllis Pinsel 

Phil Chermak  Marilyn Reiss 

Helaine Fazio                 Norman Richman 

Dave Feinberg                Rita Schneider 

Barbara Goodman          Leon Zimmerman 

Greta Oestreicher           Reggie Zimmerman 

  

SYMPATHY 
To Gloria and Charlie Lindroth on the loss of their 

daughter. 

To Bernice Maltz on the loss of her brother. 

Art  Stiskin on the loss of his mother. 

  

MESSAGES 
Everyone talks about the camaraderie of Majestics 

Isles, but it is not until you experience it in action that 

you fully understand.  Your support following my 

motherôs death is truly appreciated. 

                                                Joan Sorkin and family 
  

Thanks to all of our dear friends for their donations, 

cards and calls in memory of our brothers-in-law, 

Monty and Burt.  Your wonderful thoughtfulness and 

support is greatly appreciated. 

                                               Fran and Erwin Silling 

Please note:  We reserve the right to edit for length (30 
word maximum) and clarity.  Submit items to Elaine Jay 

by email at ElaineJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare 
as the subject.  Acknowledgements of each email will be 

sent as verification of receipt. 

 

mailto:ElaineJay@aol.com
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THEREôS ALWAYS SOMETHINGé  

By Peter Fazio   
 

I came home from running errands some weeks ago 

and found a bright yellow tag on my front door from 

the county Water Utilities Department (WUD). The 

notice said this was the second reading the WUD had 

taken within a few weeks because our water usage 

had increased ñsignificantly.ò  
 

To say our usage increased ñsignificantlyò was an 

understatement! We normally use four to five 

thousand gallons monthly, but for the month in 

question we were being billed for 35,000 gallons! We 

called the WUD and found out that we ñmust have a 

leakò and that if we wanted someone to come out to 

the house for consultation, it would only cost $100.  
 

I asked if there was any attempt to contact the 

homeowner when water usage changed so 

dramatically and was told, that was ñnot their 

operating procedure.ò If you happened to be home 

when they read the meter, lucky you! I asked if we 

should have somehow noticed the loss of an 

additional 30,000 gallons of water and was told by 

WUD that they could not speculate. They again 

offered to send someone to our house ï at a cost of 

$100. Be forewarned: the Palm Beach County Water 

Utilities Department is a waste of time for this kind 

of problem.  
 

The only hint we had of the problem was that the 

water pressure in the house seemed just slightly 

lower than normal during the time we had the leak.  
 

We contacted M.I.ôs Association Manager, Ken 

Miller. He came over as soon as he could and talked 

through various causes and solutions. Kenôs advice 

was instrumental in getting the problem fixed and 

probably saved us hundreds of dollars. By the way, 

from beginning to end, this incident cost us almost 

$1000. And that does include the final indignity: we 

had to pay almost $250 for the 30,000 gallons of 

water that leaked away! 
 

Although the leak was directly under our driveway, 

the water drained away from the driveway.  That 

drainage pattern prevented a sinkhole from forming 

directly under the driveway, which was the one silver 

lining to the whole episode.  
 

 

 

 

 

The lessons from this adventure: 

¶ If you see or experience even a slight change in 

water pressure for more than a day or two, I would 

recommend calling a plumber. Ken mentioned that 

leaks like ours have already happened many times in 

the Isles. Remember, parts of the development are 

more than 15 years old. 

¶ Contact Ken if a plumber determines there is a 

leak in the pipes, especially if the leaks are outside. 

He might be able to help identify where the water 

pipes are laid in the ground.   

 

 

 

Election  

M.I. BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

 
 

 

Five candidates are running for the four open seats on 

the Board.  All four are for two-year terms. The 

election will be held on Thursday, Dec. 13, 2012. 
 

The tape of the Nov. 14 Candidates Night will run on 

channel 63 several times each week until the election. 

The broadcast times are posted on channel 63. 
 

A quorum of residents is necessary to hold the 

Annual Meeting and Election. Please arrive promptly 

at 7:00 p.m. or earlier. 

 

Completed absentee ballots and proxy statements 

must be received in the clubhouse office by 4:00 p.m. 

on Thursday Dec. 13, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

ADD THESE FOLKS TO YOUR HOLIDAY LIST  
 

While you are writing all those holiday cards 

and planning holiday gifts for your newspaper 

delivery/postal service/ cleaning crew/ beau-

tician, etc., please do not forget the trash/ 

garbage/recycle collectors.  They are here week 

in and week out and too often they are ignored.   

Show your appreciation.  Where would we be 

without them? 

 



Highlights of the November 14, 2012 

COBWRA Meeting at Valencia Lakes  

E. Wayne Gent was appointed Superintendent of 

the Palm Beach County School District in Nov. 

2011. Mr. Gent described the District organization:  

Å The 187 schools have 177,815 students for 2012-13. 

PBC is the 11th largest school system in the country. 

Å There are over 8,000 teachers this year.  

Å Over 150 languages are spoken by students from 

197 different countries and territories.  

Å 21% of students are in special education programs.  

Å 54% qualify for free or reduced price lunches.  

Å For 2005-2012, PBC is an ñAò rated district, the 

only district in the state rated A for 8 years.  

Å PBC is considered an academically high performing 

district with 86 schools earning Aôs and 28 schools 

earning Bôs. 

 Å Finalist for 2012 Broad Prize for Urban Education  

Å 8th best graduation rate of US large districts. In 

2011,10,000 graduates had over $90 M in 

scholarships.  

Å Built 85 new schools in past 12 years.  

Å The district has over 1,200 business partners and of 

the 38,000 volunteers, 35% are men. The many 

volunteers from COBWRA are much appreciated. 

More volunteers wanted. Call your Board member. 

Å Partnerships with Take Stock in Children and the 

Anne & Sam Klein Jewish Coalition for Literacy. 

Å Mentors and partnerships make a difference: For 

example, young people who meet with a mentor are 

46% less likely to begin using drugs. 

Å A new test named Common Core State Standards, a 

national program, will replace the FCAT test.  

Å We need to teach democracy and citizenship more.  

Å There are now 40 some charter schools ï which are 

public schools. Some charters are excellent schools 

and some are not ïlike regular public schools.  

Å Mr. Gent distributed a catalog of the 227 choice and 

career academy programs available for elementary, 

middle and high schools for 2013-2014. Most 

districts offer choice programs for 6 through 12 but 

PBC includes grades K-5. 

Å The choice example he cited was the construction 

academy at Seminole Ridge Community High that 

just finished building a Habitat for Humanity home. 

Å One challenge facing teachers now is they must not 

only teach but also must help raise many children. 

Å All students need to be prepared for college or a 

career in business or in the military. 

Å When a school is not doing well, the district 

provides additional dollars, stronger leaders and new 

materials and programs to support the teachers. 
 

Officialsô Reports  

Captain Doug McGlynn, PBC Fire Rescue, 

requested that communities disseminate the 

information distributed by COBWRA about the 

difference between ionization and photo-electric 

smoke detectors. He stated the radiation from an 

ionization smoke detector is too weak to be of any 

danger. If you have not changed your smoke detector 

batteries yet, please do so immediately. Commis-

sioner Burt Aaronson thanked COBWRA people 

for 20 years of cooperation and support. ñIt has been 

a pleasure and an honor to serve you,ò he said. Mary 

Lou Berger thanked COBWRA for support in the 

election and said she is ready to begin work when she 

is installed as Commissioner of District 5 on Nov 20. 
 

COBWRA Reports  

Growth Management: Gerry Morrison reporting. 

The Delegates voted to recommend approval of the 

proposal by Bethesda Health City to expand with 

three new buildings, with three conditions: 

Å Immediately install the landscape buffer along the 

southern boundary with GreyStone to allow growth 

and provide for visual, light and sound buffering.  

Å Move the southern medical office building away 

from GreyStone houses as far NE as code permits. 

Å Parking lot lighting adjacent to GreyStone to be a 

maximum of 15 feet high using shoebox fixtures to 

avoid any light spilling into the adjacent homes. 

The Walmart grocery store under construction at the 

Winn Dixie site on Boynton Beach Blvd and Military 

Trail plans to open on Jan 19 and is presently hiring. 

The Health and Wellness Committee: Joan 

Brunswick announced that the committee is 

presenting a symposium on ñOh My Gosh, Iôm Going 

Into The Hospital!ò The panel of experts is from 

Bethesda Hospital West and JFK Medical Center. 

The symposium starts at 7:00 pm Wednesday even-

ing, Jan. 30, 2013 in the Valencia Isles clubhouse. 

Refreshments at 6:30 pm. The public is welcome. 
 

Future Meetings (Open to the public) Dec 4, 6:30 pm: 

Growth Management, PBSO District 6. Dec, 19, 9:30 am: 

Delegates at Bethesda Hospital West (9655West Boynton 

Beach Blvd.) Introduction of all newly elected state and 

federal officials and an orientation to the new Bethesda 

Hospital West (Opening for patients on Jan 13, 2013.). 

ðKen Lassiter for COBWRA Communications 

www.cobwra.org  
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The highlight of my recent trip to the Orient, which 

included China, South Korea, Vietnam, Singapore 

and Thailand, was the Singapore Botanic Gardens, 

which are situated just five minutes away from the 

bustling city. The Gardens are a sanctuary in the 

heart of the cleanest city I visited in my travels.  
 

In the early years, this garden played an important 

role in fostering agricultural development in 

Singapore by collecting, growing, experimenting and 

distributing potentially useful plants. The Gardens 

also played a key role in Singapore garden history 

programs through the continued introduction of 

plants of horticultural and botanical interest. 
 

Today, the 74-acre garden is home to a great 

diversity of tropical plants, many of which can be 

grown in South Florida. A tropical Eden with more 

than 150 years of history, it is a place where time 

appears to stand still. Within the garden, the National 

Orchid Garden is a highlight. 
 

The Botanic Center houses important research 

resources such as the Singapore Herbarium, the 

Library of Botany and Horticulture and the Orchid 

Breeding Laboratory. 
 

The Swan Lake, almost as old as the garden, is 

situated behind a huge ornate gate. Picture white 

swans gliding gracefully over the lakeôs smooth 

waters. An island on the lake is a familiar and 

timeless landmark crowned with feathered palms. 
 

In the distance one sees the bandstand, a glimpse of 

Victorian heritage. A rim of handsome yellow rain 

trees surrounds the Bandstand section of the garden 

and you can envision a band in the gazebo enclosure 

playing a Strauss quadrille.  
 

The Gardens have many freestanding sculptures that 

add life and humor to the gardenôs natural grace. A 

girl on a bicycle freewheels down a spiral hedge and 

a girl on a swing wears traditional Singapore dress. 

The Ginger Garden displays several hundred species 

of ginger and other plants from related families. The 

Ginger Garden features a walk-behind waterfall, 

romantic night lighting, and a pool adorned with 

giant water lilies.  
 

Fronds, fans, and feathers describe a section of the 

Palm Garden that contains a grand valley of palms.  

The palms range in size from small Mexican fan 

palms to giant skyscraper fan palms. 
 

The Evolution Garden provides a journey through 

time displaying magnificent cycad palms that are the 

ñJurassic Parkò center of the Gardens, starting with 

the beginnings of our planet to the first living 

organisms and the gradual development of plant life 

on land.   
 

To me, the best part of the Garden Tour was the 

world-renowned National Orchid Garden. This is a 

fairyland of blooms with dazzling bands of vibrantly 

colored orchids. Dedicated to showcasing the finest 

orchids, the Singapore National Orchid Garden is the 

place to enjoy the splendor of thousands of these 

gorgeous blooms. A myriad of stunning, subtle, 

intricately patterned and simple varieties of pha-

laenopsis, dendrobium, vanda and cattleya  orchids 

meet the eye here. Over 1000 species and 2000 

hybrids are in the collection and are considered to be 

the largest display of orchids in the world! 
 

My travels brought me back to Bangkok and, 23 air 

hours later, to Majestic Isles. After traveling over a 

total of 20,000 air and nautical miles, observing 

Asian culture was indeed interesting, but I consider 

the Singapore National Orchid Garden to be one of 

my own ñSeven Wonders of the World.ò 
 

This article is my holiday gift to Majestic Isles 

gardeners who may not be able to travel to Asia.  I 

wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. 

Gardening in the Isles  
By 

Stan Davidson 
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA  
                        By Phyllis Cohen for Donna Shaneson 

 

Donna will resume putting together the ñFlavorsò 

column soon. 

 

Picture this: Itôs school vacation time and your grand-

kids have already been here for a week. The pool has 

lost its allure, youôve seen every G rated movie at the 

cinema complex and Chucky Cheese no longer has 

any appeal. Itôs time to get out of the house and take 

the kids to some of the many attractions that make 

Florida a great place to visit. 
 

Florida abounds in wildlife and natural habitats: 
 

Gumbo Limbo Nature Center 

1801 No. Ocean Blvd, Boca Raton  

561-338-1473 

(ww.gumbolimbo.org) 

The nature center offers lots of hands on activities, 

boardwalk, viewing tower and gift shop. 
 

Green Cay Wetlands and Nature Center  

12800 Hagen Ranch Road, Boynton Beach 

561-966-7000.  

Elevated boardwalk and nature center 
 

Okeeheelee Nature Center  

7715 Forest Hill Blvd., West Palm Beach 

561-233-1400  

This center offers guided tours through wetlands and 

pine flatwood woods. 

 

Further away are other animal attractions: 
 

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary  

2500 Jupiter Park Drive, Jupiter.  

561-575-3399  

Features of this site are the wildlife hospital, native 

wildlife and a boardwalk. Before you go, call for 

more information. 
. 

Florida Dolphin Watch Boat Tours and Rentals. 

South Bridge Marina 

125 Fishermanôs Wharf, Fort Pierce  

772-466-4660 
 

Palm Beach Zoo 

1301 Summit Blvd., West Palm Beach 

561-533-0887  

www.palmbeachzoo.org  

A trip to the zoo is a full day of adventure: wonderful 

shows, exhibits, restaurants, carousel and restaurants.  

 

 
 

Ringling Brothers Circus  

Palm Beach County Convention Center, WPB 

800-345-7000 

www.ringling.com/TourSchedule.aspx  

The circus will be in town December 25-30. Order 

tickets by phone for matinees and evening shows at a 

variety of prices.  
 

 

 
 

 

AM I THE ONLY ONE?  
By Peter Fazio 

 

I wonder which community by-law 

states that Majestic Isle residents 

are required to eat out several times 

a week. It must be there someplace. 

We are glad to support the wide 

variety of local eateries available to 

us and thrilled that we have so 

many choices, but how is it that all the hostesses and 

wait staff in local restaurants seem to have been 

trained by the same individual, no matter the 

restaurant. 
 

That training emphasizes the following rules: 

* Any customer who uses a cane, walker, or any 

other support device, should be seated at a table that 

is furthest from the front door and/or the restrooms. 

* If customers exceed the height and weight limits for 

the perfect body, immediately take them to the 

smallest booth in the restaurant. Or if you want to be 

really creative, sit these folks at tables behind or next 

to each other so there is no room to move. 

* Waiters/waitresses should immediately tell 

customers how bad a menu item is if they donôt like it 

personally. This particularly applies if the customer 

orders any meat item and the waiter is a vegetarian.  

* As soon as the customers are seated, introduce 

yourself and provide the customer with your height, 

weight, marital status and educational background. 

* Make sure the restaurant air conditioning is set to 

ñArctic Chill ò and seat the frailest customers directly 

under the vents. 

* Keep the lighting so dim that most folks will need a 

flashlight to read the menu.  
 

Be brave, my fellow diners! Fight back! Demand 

good seating and bright lights! Bon Appétit! 



                                                                   Majestic Isles News                                                December 2012 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News. 

12 

 

 

  

  

 



December 2012                                           Majestic Isles News 13 

 

INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP 
                                               Al Silverman Facilitator 
 

Those of you who have 

done any skiing or sleigh 

riding know the feeling. The 

uphill climb has been long 

and tedious to reach the 

projected height. Then with 

an energetic lunge, the ride down is filled with joy 

and exhilaration. Oh, if the first part were true about 

income investing, and if the last part did not happen. 

We can ponder and we can plan. We can hope and 

we can vote.  
 

Well, we did the last thing ï we voted. Now we 

ponder. Did the market act as we expected? Will 

taxes increase or decrease? Will the rock and the hard 

place (Congress) converge and turn into a 

compromising legislative body to the benefit of the 

public and the economy? We wonder about all this as 

we see the market take an excruciating tumble in an 

apparent reaction to the threatening approach of the 

ñfiscal cliffò in addition to many other concerns. 
 

In an attempt to stimulate the economy, the Fed is 

committed to buying 40 billion dollars per month of 

government securities, which pushes up their market 

value, thus pressuring interest rates to go lower. This 

causes the interest rate spread (the difference between 

long term and short term rates) to narrow. This hurts 

Mortgage REIT yields, among others. Many 

homeowners are refinancing their mortgages with 

lower rates. Companies are replacing their high yield 

preferred stocks with new preferreds at lower yields. 

All this may be good for the economy but not so 

good for investors. 
 

Interest rates may not rise until there is evidence that 

the economy is improving, yet believe it or not, there 

is increasing evidence that this is happening, 

although at a slower than desired pace. When the jobs 

and housing markets show significant further 

improvement (however that may be measured), then 

the Fed should abandon its buying (printing) spree 

and interest rates may move higher. 
 

Woe is me! Woe is me! (Courtesy of MILT). High 

income investments should then take a severe hit. 

(whoops!) ï Some of them already have. As if that is 

not enough to worry about, the threatening ñfiscal 

(Continued on page 33)  

 

 

TAX CORNER  
                                         By Mel Burstein 

 

Congress has until Dec. 31, 2012 to make a decision 

whether the Bush tax laws that were put into effect in 

2002 are to continue or change back to the rules in 

effect before 2000. If Congress takes no action to 

extend the law that is in existence by a date stated in 

the law, the tax law is terminated and is replaced by 

the prior law. This is known as the sunset rule.  
 

Presently the tax on qualified dividends is the same 

rate as long-term capital gains. If the present law 

terminates the rules in effect before 2002 will return 

which means that the long capital gains will be taxed 

at 20% and qualified ordinary dividends will be taxed 

as ordinary income (presently both are taxed at 15%). 

Taxpayers in the 10% and 15% tax brackets presently 

pay no tax on ordinary dividends and long-term 

capital gains. This also will be eliminated if the 

sunset rule comes into play.   
 

Regardless of what Congress does the tax rates on 

investment income will rise in 2013. Why you ask? 

Well, hidden away in the Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act of 2010 (Obamacare) is a 

section dealing with taxing investment income. The 

proceeds received from this tax were to go to 

Medicare. It now seems that these monies will go 

into the general fund instead. Single taxpayers with 

modified adjusted gross income that exceeds 

$200,000.00 and married couples filing jointly with 

modified adjusted gross income exceeding 

$250,000.00 will now be subject to a 3.8% tax on 

investment income in addition to the regular tax. 

 

What is investment income? It includes interest 

income, dividends, capital gains, annuities, passive 

income and rent income. Capital gains on sale of a 

personal residence are deemed to be investment 

income, but will not be taxed if the gain does not 

exceed $250,000.00 and you are single or 

$500,000.00 and married. Investment income does 

not include tax-exempt interest or retirement plan 

payouts, such as IRA distributions. If the gain does 

exceed the $250,000.00 or $500,000.00 limits it may 

still not be taxable unless your modified adjusted 

gross income exceeds the exclusion amounts (single-

$200,000.00, married- $500,000.00). 
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VISITING MARCIA STEINER  

                                                  By Claire Deveney 
 

Marcia Steiner is a soft-

spoken dynamo with many 

artistic, decorating and 

fundraising ideas for a host 

of Majestic Isles groups in 

which she participates.  
 

Born and raised in Brook-

lyn, Marcia attended P.S. 

202 and is a graduate of 

Thomas Jefferson High 

School. She earned her 

Bachelor of Science degree from Brooklyn College 

where she majored in elementary education and 

minored in art education.  
 

She started teaching second grade at Public School 

306 in Brooklyn, and also taught grades 3, 4 and 5 for 

ten years. ñI loved teaching the fif th
 
grade,ò Marcia 

explains.  Within five years of graduation she earned 

a dual M.S. degree in elementary education and art 

from Brooklyn College.  
 

Marcia married at age 29. She and her husband 

moved to Florida in 1979 and lived in Sandalfoot 

Cove in Boca Raton. She used to walk to a nearby 

mom and pop gift shop and by happenstance began 

working there using her art background to design t-

shirts and individualize them for special orders. Later 

she returned to teaching at Palmview Elementary 

School in Pompano. She taught alternative education 

in grades 3 to 5 for a few years and conducted 

individualized programs in reading and in mathe-

matics for children in jeopardy. She became involved 

in Broward Countyôs teachers writing team that wrote 

a manual on alternative education programs. She also 

worked on Broward Countyôs Sunshine State 

standards, objectives and programs for reading, 

mathematics, science and social studies. In addition, 

Marcia participated in developing minimum basic 

skills tests administered to elementary school 

children at the beginning and end of the school year.    
 

Later Marcia became a third grade teacher at 

Tamarac Elementary School. She explains that for all 

the time she taught at Taramac it was like being a 

member of a large family. Her daughter Samantha 

Leigh drove with her everyday and went to school 

there for grades K to 5.  ñThe school was well known 

for its warm, nurturing environment and quality of 

education.ò She adds that the school won a National  

 
Award for Excellence from the U.S. Department of 

Education.ò  
 

Her daughter, Samantha, attended a Hebrew day 

school for grades 6 to 12 and won a full scholarship 

to the University of Miami class of 2010. She is now 

in her third year at Nova Southeastern University 

School of Dentistry. She recently became engaged to 

Juan, a senior mechanical engineering student at 

Florida International University. They plan to marry 

on May 25, 2013.  
 

After celebrating 42 years of teaching, Marcia retired 

in 2011. Divorced shortly thereafter, she moved to 

Majestic Isles in December 2011. ñMy sister lives in 

Villa Borghese, my mother-in-law lives in Indian 

Spring, my cousin lives in Winston Trails nearby on 

Hypoluxo and Jog, and I have many friends at 

Valencia Shores.ò   
 

Marcia is an active member of the Singles Club, M.I. 

Pap Corps, where she is vice president of fundraising; 

Hadassah, where she is recording secretary; the 

Social Club, M.I.L.T and the Womenôs Club. In 

addition sheôs involved in weekly ceramics meetings 

at the clubhouse, the knitting club and plays Mah- 

Jongg and Canasta.  
 

Marcia has many interests and ideas and applies them 

to decorating, arts and crafts, ceramics, catering, as 

well as fundraising and other topics. She makes hats 

for cancer patients, enjoys reading, theatre, music, 

ballet and restaurants. 
 

Marcia thoroughly enjoys the new custom kitchen 

she designed.  She chose roosters as her theme and 

along with matching dishes and an apron, she has a 

variety of roosters decorating her kitchen. A colorful 

basket of Granny Smith green apples and bright 

lemons decorates her kitchen table.  
 

A prized possession of Marciaôs is a plaque that 

Samantha gave her.  On display in her kitchen, it 

reads, ñIf I didnôt have you as a Mom, Iôd choose you 

as a friend.ò 
 

ñLife is what you make it,ò says Marcia. ñMy life is 

now getting going. Iôm emerging, having fun and 

enjoying my freedom and Iôm interested in exploring 

travel and cruises.ò  
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ENGLISH IS A CRAZY LANGUAGE  
 

There is no egg in the eggplant, 

No ham in the hamburger 

And neither pine nor apple in the pineapple. 

English muffins were not invented in England, 

French fries were not invented in France. 

 

We sometimes take English for granted, but if we examine its paradoxes we find that: 

Quicksand takes you down slowly, 

Boxing rings are square, 

And a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig. 

 

If writers write, how come fingers donôt fing? 

If the plural of tooth is teeth, 

Shouldnôt the plural of phone booth be phone beeth? 

If the teacher taught, 

Why hasnôt the preacher praught? 

 

If a vegetarian eats vegetables, 

What the heck does a humanitarian eat? 

Why do people recite at a play, 

Yet play at a recital? 

Park on driveways and 

Drive on parkways? 

How can the weather be as hot as hell on one day 

And as cold as hell on another? 

 

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language where  

a house can burn up as it burns down, 

And in which you fill in a form 

By filling it out 

And a bell is only heard once it goes! 

 

English was invented by people, not computers, 

And it reflects the creativity of the human race 

(Which of course isnôt a race at all.) 
 

That is why: 

When the stars are out they are visible, 

But when the lights are out they are invisible. 

And why it is that when I wind up my watch 

It starts, 

But when I wind up this poem 

It ends. 

Taken from renzo.com 

Author unknown 
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MORE THAN JUST THE BIG BAND  

ERA             By Josh Katz 
 

The newsletter staff fondly remembers Josh Katz. 

This is the last column he wrote before he died in 

December 2010.  We print it in his memory. 
 

BLUE BARRON 

Blue Barron was born Herschel 

Friedland in Cleveland, Ohio in 

1911. After graduating from Ohio 

State University, where he played 

violin in a campus band, Blue 

Barron became a booking agent in 

the Cleveland, Ohio, area. Barron's specialty was 

sweet orchestras, such as those of Guy Lombardo, 

Kay Kyser, and Sammy Kaye, the latter of whom he 

also managed. In 1936 Barron decided to form his 

own orchestra along those same lines. Though rough 

at first, his outfit soon took on a slick sheen and by 

1938 posed a challenge for the title ''King of the 

Mickey Mouse Bands.'' 
 

Barron never took himself or his music seriously, 

often making fun of it in private. In its early years the 

orchestra recorded for RCA and during the 1940s and 

1950s for MGM. Its tagline was ''Music of Yesterday 

and Today, Styled the Blue Barron Way.'' Russ 

Carlyle was vocalist for several years, followed by 

Clyde Burke and Jimmy Brown, a former Kaye 

vocalist. 
 

The band opened in the Green Room of the Edison 

Hotel on January 5, 1938 and played there for over 

nine months.  They were on the air almost every 

night, coast-to-coast and, once on the air, everything 

else was automatic ï you made movies and you had a 

record contract."  
 

Sure enough, in just under a month, things fell into 

place.  The band began using the tagline, "The Music 

of Yesterday and Today," was signed on by Bluebird 

Records, and continued to be heard from the Edison 

Hotel. 
 

Besides making recordings in New York City and 

Chicago, the band typically played hotel engage-

ments, such as the Astor or Biltmore in New York, 

for about 26 weeks total.  During the other 26 weeks 

in the year, they played theaters, such as the Oriental 

in Chicago, and one-night stands across the nation.   
 

 

 

 

While other bands worked their way to the top, 

Barron's very first theatre appearance was, impres-

sively, at the Paramount Theatre in New York City. 
 

Blue Barron gave up the orchestra and retired from 

the music business in 1956.  He died in 2005 in 

Baltimore, Maryland and is interred there in the 

Baltimore Hebrew Cemetery. 

 

REAL NAMES  

Sophia Loren   Sofia Sciolone 

Peter Lorre   Laszlo Lowenstein 

Tina Louise   Tina Blacker 

Madonna   Madonna Ciccone 

Barry Manilow   Barry Pincus 
 

TOP RADIO SHOWS IN EARLY 1930ôS 

How many do you remember? 
 

Show   Sponsor 

Amos and Andy Pepsodent Tooth Paste 

Rudy Vallee  Fleischmanôs Yeast 

Atwater-Kent Hour Atwater-Kent (Radios) 

Lucky Strike Orchestra Lucky Strike Cigarettes 

Camel Pleasure Hour Camel Cigarettes 
 

 

ROSEMARY CLOONEY  

There has be a ton of discussion (two people) about 

my date with Rosemary Clooney.  So here goes ï all 

the details. If you do not dare ï read no further. 
 

I picked her up at the Alexander Hamilton Hotel in 

Paterson, N.J.  She was singing, along with her sister 

Betty, with the Tony Pastor orchestra playing at 

Frank Daileyôs Meadowbrook at that time. 
 

I called from the lobby and she came down and met 

me 6 minutes and 24 seconds later.  We walked down 

the street to Mr. Toyôs Chinese restaurant where we 

enjoyed blintzes and matzoh balls.  After our 

sumptuous meal, we went to the Garden Theater 

where we saw a double feature. That included two 

pictures, newsreel, short subject, March of Time, 

cartoon, serial.  About two hours later we left the 

theater and walked back to the hotel.  I escorted her 

to the elevator and said goodnight and didnôt see her 

again for about 6 or 7 years, at which time she didnôt 

have the slightest idea who I was. 
 

But I got even.  When I next saw her, she had gained 

about a zillion pounds, and I said, ñGee ï I didnôt 

recognize youò. 
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SUMMER MEMORIES, WINTER DREAMS  
                                               By Phyllis M. Cohen                                 
 

This is the last column of the year, and usually I 

would be writing some kind of wrap-up, a nostalgic 

look back at what happened during 2012. Maybe I 

would have some comments on the great Summer 

Olympics in London or be trying to explain what 

happened in that year of political scrambling, back-

biting, infighting, platitudes, as well as half-truths, 

non-truths and promises that passed for an important 

election campaign. After all, now thereôs nothing left 

but the deadening silence of the telephone without 

the constant robo-calls (Barbra Streisand called me). 

The mailbox is empty without the ten pounds of 

campaign material per day. The political pundits and 

prophets of both sides are intermittently making nice, 

playing make-up or second-guessing their prior 

predictions and polls. Isnôt it great that like the 

weatherman, the pollsters and analysts get paid even 

when they are all wrong? 
 

But no, thatôs not what I am going to write about.  
 

For many of us, the event of the year was the arrival 

of a deadly superstorm with the innocuous name of 

Hurricane Sandy. And what she did was destroy a 

huge swath of land where many of us grew up and 

made the best memories of our lives. 
 

Even after 30 years as a New Englander, the beaches 

and waters of the New York and New Jersey coasts 

still call to me. Whether you came from the streets of 

Brooklyn or the Bronx and went ñto the beachò or 

from Teaneck or Trenton and went ñto the shore,ò the 

highlight of summer was the day spent at the sea and 

sand of the ocean. The very mention of Coney Island 

evokes the long, crowded subway ride with 

passengers dragging coolers and chairs, towels and 

sand pails, everything redolent of hardboiled egg 

sandwiches and coconut-scented sunscreen.  On a hot 

summer day, the beach was covered with blankets 

and people, sitting side by side, each group engaged 

in its own personal space. No hotdog would ever 

taste as good as Nathanôs, no roller coaster would 

ever be as scary as the one on the boardwalk, and no 

fireworks could outdo the Tuesday night display on 

the beach. Returning home, burned to a crisp (just ask 

my dermatologist today), our only question was, 

ñWhen can we go again?ò 
 

Far from my Brooklyn stamping ground were the 

beaches of ñthe Rockawaysò where my aunts had 

little summer bungalows with outdoor cold-water  

 

showers. The ocean always seemed rougher and 

colder than my familiar Coney Island and Brighton 

Beach, though my husband, who spent all his 

childhood summers there, denies that. Later on, I 

discovered the marvels of other beautiful beaches, 

Jones Beach and Long Beach and finally the Jersey 

shore with the splendors of Asbury Park, Point 

Pleasant, and Cape May. 
 

And most of it is gone, the pizza and hero sandwich 

vendors, the saltwater taffy and frozen custard sellers, 

the kiddie land rides and skee ball stands. For those 

who lived in these areas, and the many other 

hurricane victims still in the dark and cold or 

struggling to find a way back, the tragedy and 

devastation are part of their daily life. We who mourn 

the loss of the sites of our family vacations can 

scarcely understand their anguish. Even the short 

term flooding and outages of Hurricane Isaac a 

couple of weeks before Sandy or the hurricanes of 

five or six years ago that left us in the dark for a week 

or two, were, fortunately for most of us, more of an 

inconvenience that a catastrophic life changing event. 
 

If there is any bright side to the recent story tragedy, 

it is the tales we continue to hear about the good 

people who never fail to help those in trouble. From 

the first responders, policemen, firemen, doctors, 

nurses, as well as power crews who leave their own 

loved ones to help, to the volunteers from local relief 

organizations like the Red Cross, including our own 

Steve Bayer, who never fail to step up to help, the 

goodness and generosity of many people never ceases 

to reassure me of the basic goodness of most people. 
 

One of the first news conferences I saw after the 

storm was an interview with New Jersey governor 

Chris Christie, (whose outspoken attitude and frumpy 

appearance may have caused him to lose a spot as a 

VP candidate) where he greeted President Obama. 

Christie, rumpled and careworn, graciously thanked 

the president, who looked equally concerned, and 

expressed gratitude for the promised federal aid. 

Later on, the politicos would rumble at Christieôs 

decision to embrace that hated rival, but Christie 

would continue to show that his citizens were 

important, not the political power struggle.  So hereôs 

to us all. May this kind of noble spirit be the one that 

guides us all through the new year. No problems have 

been solved, but maybe we can all choose to think of 

each other more than we think of our own concerns.  
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