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Every month I try my best to write a newsletter
article that is both informative and entertaining.
Occasionally issues spring up that need to be
addressed, so this month’s article has to do with a
few items that I feel need to be discussed just to
remind our residents and to inform new owners.
First and foremost is putting out trash and
recyclables. Majestic Isles has trash collection
every Tuesday and Friday. Recyclables are also
picked up on Tuesdays. Bulk trash is picked up
every Friday. Trash must be placed in an
appropriate container with a cover and may not
be set out by the street until after 5:00 p.m. on Mondays and Thursdays for
collection on Tuesdays and Fridays.
We’re still finding little bags of dog poop tossed everywhere through the
property – in the hedges, on the streets, even on the picnic tables where the
landscapers eat their lunch (eeewww!), and in the recycle bins next to the
dumpster. I’ve received reports of doggies “doing their business” in the
landscape beds and then the person walking the dog simply kicking some
mulch over the top of it. Gross!! The Documents require anyone walking a
pet in Majestic Isles to pick up after the pet and properly dispose of the
package. The recycle bins at the clubhouse are not the proper place. Folks,
there is a big green dumpster right next to the containers. The other proper
place is your own trash container.
Stop signs: Big, Red and White, Octagonal. They mean STOP! I spent
about an hour last month before the Board meeting watching traffic – both
residents and visitors - coming into the community through the Woolbright
entrance. Most of the cars – belonging to residents and guests alike - didn’t
come to a complete stop and many barely slowed down. This creates a very
dangerous situation for everyone. Please take the few seconds out of your
day to come to a complete stop where the signs are posted and help make
Majestic Isles safer for everyone.

www.majesticisles.com

Tailgating has been an ongoing problem not only for cars entering through
also at the Woolbright entrance. The new gate arm at the El Clair exit gate
will keep cars from going in the out door when someone leaves, but
everyone can help eliminate the tailgating as well. When you pull up to the
card readers at either gate, stop. Wait until the gate arm goes up – at El Clair
the gate will be fully open – and then proceed through the entrance. If you
have waited at the card reader, most cars following you will not have time to
get in before the arm closes again. If you see someone tailgating through the
gates, please call the office and give me as much information about the car
as you can. Call as soon as possible, because there’s not a whole lot that I

The M.I. Newsletter is
financially self-sustaining.
All expenses are covered
by advertising revenue.

can do about a car that came in “last Thursday.” Under no circumstances
should a resident approach anyone tailgating or try to take matters into their
own hands. Leave that to the Sheriff’s Department or to me.
Ken Miller, Association Manager

the El Clair entrance, but
For photos, information
and back issues of our
newsletter
(starting
with April 2008) check
out our website:
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of
Directors Meeting, January 6, 2011
Minutes of the January meeting will not be available until
the Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform
residents in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and
abbreviated notes below.

President’s Report, Joel Rosenthal.
Manager must be involved in any meetings between
Board members and vendors. (Manager to give written
“go-ahead” if he can’t be there.)
Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas
As of January 6, 2011 two units have not paid 2010
maintenance fees.
If you pay your maintenance via Internet, be sure
payment amount and mailing addresses are up to date.
AutoPay is available to residents for quarterly
maintenance payments.
Seller of M.I. home is required to provide buyer with
a Disclosure Statement. Contact Continental or Bonnie
for a copy.
(Residents may request report of cash positions and
statement of operations at the office.)
Safety and Security Committee, Steve Bayer
We are distributing new mandatory car decals. (See
Safety article on p. 5 for details.)
Feb. 26 at 10 a.m. we will have CPR training for
residents interested in learning.
In February, Devcon will give a presentation about
the home burglar alarms. Watch 63 for time and date.
Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein
Advanced Mulch contract has been renegotiated for
a saving of about $3500.
Clubhouse, Pool, and Painting, Harvey Galan
Posters will no longer be hung in back hallway
because they duplicate information on flyers.
ARC Committee, Harvey Galan
Privacy fences will be inspected and must be
repaired before home is painted. We’ll also be checking
for driveways in need of painting.
Insurance Committee, Janice Davidson
We have possible leaks in the upstairs women’s
restroom and men’s steam room. Insurance agent has
been contacted.
Planning Committee, Janice Davidson
Notice of the first meeting will be posted on Channel
63. Interested residents are invited to attend and to join
the committee.
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Unfinished Business
Contract with Associates Protective approved by
unanimous vote.
Motion to extend current Hartzell Painting contract
by 6 years with no increase if there is a 30-day
cancellation clause was tabled by 4-3 vote.
New Business
Motion to donate $125 from the Operating Fund for
refreshments for the Arts and Crafts show passed 6-1.
Motion to get proposal to trim only the Royal Palms
along Imperial Seas tabled by 4-3 vote.
Motion to accept proposal from Zimmerman,
provided Zimmerman offers the option of not trimming
Royal Palms along with the rest of the palm trees and
will reduce the total cost of the palm tree trimming per
the contract; passed by 6-1 vote.
Motion to accept Advanced Mulch’s 1-year proposal
passed unanimously.
Motion to purchase and install employee-parking
signs passed unanimously.
 The Board agreed to let Harvey Galan make
decision on when to keep bathroom doors unlocked.
Request granted to resident wishing to install HAM
radio antennae, pending the owner acknowledging that
Majestic Isles and vendors will not be responsible for
any damage to the antennae or its installation.
Motion to provide “a similar amount to what has
been provided in past years” for refreshments for the
Jan. 19 COBWRA meeting passed unanimously.
Motion to make the following rule concerning gate
cards and transponders passed by unanimous vote: All
residents have two gate cards that must be turned in to
the management office when you sell your home.
Replacement cost is $15. Residents may purchase
transponders for $35. Residents may have a maximum
of two gate cards and two transponders. Gate cards
and transponders are for residents’ use only and may
not be given to aides, vendors, or friends. Anyone
found to be using a gate card or transponder who is not
a Majestic Isles resident or immediate family member of
a resident will be asked to enter through the
guardhouse entrance and the card or transponder will
be deactivated.
Motion to accept Stanley Steemer’s proposal to
clean carpets in the ballroom, lobby, exercise rooms,
and locker rooms passed by unanimous vote.
Motion to accept Pro Tennis’ proposal to recondition
the tennis courts passed unanimously.
Motion to allow Board president to spend up to
$1000 without going to Board passed unanimously.
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SAFETY IN THE ISLES
By Joel Rosenthal

By Steve Bayer

The State Of Majestic Isles
I thank Saul Siegel for his dedication to the Board
over the last two years and welcome Steve Bayer
back on the Board. I am confident that the newly
constituted Board will work to provide our residents
with quality service.

A few thoughts to consider:
Drivers and walkers, please be careful. When
walking around the neighborhood after dark, please
wear light colored. Whether you are just out for a
casual walk or you are walking your dog, consider
wearing a red flashing light. Carrying a flashlight
will also alert drivers who might not see you.

As we begin 2011, it is important that we look at last
year’s budget results and the new budget in order to
respond to our needs and still stay within our
projected expenses.
At the Jan. 4 workshop meeting, the Board agreed to
follow Janice Davidson’s suggestion that we create a
planning committee that will to try to anticipate
future expenses, taking into consideration our
existing reserve study as well as our residents’ needs.
A preliminary review of last years’ revenue and
expenses shows that in spite of an allocation from our
operating fund, we have been able to maintain and
possibly increase our balance. There are, however,
items that I believe need attention.
In 2010, we spent more than planned on the water
bill, office supplies and the general property. Six
thousand dollars of that was caused by a water leak
and by increased costs. We will closely monitor
utility bills to spot problems early.
The landscaping budget of $50,000 includes the
mulching application and allows about $8,000 for the
additional landscaping costs. This breaks down to
about $700 a month that can be allocated at Board
meetings. The other items, office supplies and
general property needs, should be addressed by
additional spending controls. I suggest that the
president, and only the president, approve
expenditures on these items up to $1000 with higher
amounts to be approved by the board.
It is important that we maintain our operating fund
balance (residents may inquire at office for this
amount), which is still necessary for offsetting some
of our reserve expenses.
We have been fortunate over the past two years to be
able to stabilize our assessments, but in 2012 we
begin an annual $150,000 reserve bill. The challenge
we have is difficult but we have to try to balance the
needs of our community with a strict budget policy.

When was the last time you had your dryer vent
professionally cleaned? Over the years, lint
accumulates not only inside your dryer, but in the
vent leading to the outside of the house. After the
cleaning, will your home be safer, your clothes will
dry much faster and you will save money on
electricity. Please make this small investment in your
home’s safety. Professionals recommend doing this
once a year.
If you should accidently activate your alarm system,
be sure to notify Devcon that it was an accident and
ask them to cancel the alarm with the Sheriff’s office.
Have you gotten your new, yellow Majestic Isles
automobile sticker? This is important and mandatory.
The reason we are issuing new stickers is that there is
no record identifying the residents to whom the blue
stickers were issued. This time, we are recording
which resident has which number(s). Watch channel
63 for dates and times that the stickers are available.
Do you have I.C.E. on your cell phone? I.C.E. is an
internationally recognized symbol for “IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY.” No matter where you are, if something happens to you, emergency responders – the
EMS, police and Fire Rescue personnel - know to
look for I.C.E on your cell phone. So please, program this information for emergency contacts. You
can have as many contacts as you wish.
For example…….
ICE SPOUSE (Name)
ICE DAUGHTER/SON (Name)
ICE Etc…….
If you have trouble programming this, ask a neighbor
or drop by and see Ken Miller, our property manager.
*****
See p. 9 for an article about the new paint colors for
our houses.
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Newsletter Staff, M.I.L.T Remember
JOSH KATZ
By Arlene Levin
With the passing of Josh Katz on December 24, 2010,
the newsletter staff lost a talented writer and a good
friend.
Josh’s monthly column displayed his outstanding
research and writing skills along with his love of
music. “The Big Band Era” was always filled with
interesting material and clever morsels of
information. In addition to writing the monthly
column, Josh was always willing to type up articles
for contributors who could not type their own.
A native of Paterson, N.J., Josh developed an early
interest in broadcasting. His experience as musical
director for local stations led to better opportunities
in New York. Following a stint in the army, Josh
became a DJ for WPAT, using the name Jay
Seymour. A change in station programming
eventually caused him to shift careers. He joined
ADT (Automated Data Processing), contributing to
the company’s growth and remaining there until his
retirement. He was honored as a founder of the
company at its 50th anniversary dinner.
Fifteen years ago, Josh and his wife, Lee, were the
fifth family to move to Majestic Isles. Josh was a
MILT board member for many years, and was always
willing to share his musical expertise. He delighted
in playing the drums for community events and was a
member of the Majestic Isles Little Band with Buddy
Koch and Tony Giacketti.
Josh was especially, and justifiably, proud of the
music library he set up in his home. His collection
of thousands of tape, CD, and vinyl record recordings
lines the walls from floor to ceiling and each
selection can be easily located by using the ingenious
catalogue he installed. He provided all of the
recorded music for the MILT productions, including
“Hooray for Hollywood” and, more recently, “The
Big Apple.”
Josh’s passing leaves a huge hole in the newsletter, in
M.I.L.T. and in the community.
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GOOD AND WELFARE
GET WELL
Laura Buchwalter
Leon Leidner
Eileen Mehlman
Alice Schultz

Elaine Schwartz
Renee Stichel
Puggy Weiner

SYMPATHY
To Estelle Levy on the loss of her husband, Milton.
MESSAGES
To my Majestic Isles friends and neighbors: My
sincere thanks for your kind thoughts for a speedy
recovery following my surgery.
Harold Geyer
I was very touched by the many visits, cards and
donations made in memory of my brother, Sandy.
Thank you, Majestic Isles, for your caring concern.
Don Horowitz
Wow! What a community! Thank you all for
remembering what a great guy Josh was and his
many contributions to Majestic Isles. He will be
missed.
Lee Katz
To all my friends and neighbors at Majestic Isles:
Thank you very much for your condolences,
contributions, cards and calls in memory of my dear
husband, Irv.
Evelyn Klein
My sincere thanks to all my friends and neighbors for
their cards and calls wishing me a speedy recovery.
Eileen Mehlman
I want to thank all in Majestic Isles for the many
cards of comfort on the loss of my daughter, Doreen.
Your caring words were most appreciated.
Anne Solomon
To my extended family at Majestic Isles: My
heartfelt thanks for all your caring during my cancer
surgery. You will never know its impact. You are
truly wonderful.
Renee Stichel
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length
(30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to
Elaine Jay by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good
and Welfare as the subject. Acknowledgement of each
email will be sent as verification of receipt.
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Excerpts of Highlights of the January 19,
2011 COBWRA Meeting at Majestic Isles
Officials' Reports
Commissioner Burt Aaronson, Board of
County Commissioners (BCC) District 5, reported
that the groundbreaking for the extension of Lyons
Road South to Atlantic Ave will be in April and the
road should open early in 2012. He also stated that
construction on the Traditional Market Place on the
NW corner of Atlantic Ave and Lyons Rd in Delray
should begin this year. When completed, this plaza
will feature a movie theater, bowling alleys, upscale
restaurants and a Publix. Aaronson stated he believes
the thoroughbred auction scheduled at Palm
Meadows in late February and early March will bring
many big spenders to the area and provide jobs.
Commissioner Shelley Vana, Vice Chair, BCC,
District 3: Commissioner Vana reported the BCC
priorities this year are jobs, jobs and more jobs.
Senator Maria Sachs, District 30, reported on
her plans for an Education Summit at Lynn
University, Wed, Jan 26. Registration is 2:30 to 3:00
pm and the meeting is 3:00 to 6:00 pm. COBWRA
people are invited. To pre-register and get VIP Valet
Parking, email to sachs.maria.web@flsenate.gov.
Speakers will be from Washington, DC, Tallahassee
as well as local educators.
Representative Lori Berman, District 86,
reported on her first bill filed: To grant tax incentives
to an employer who hires people living in homeless
shelters. The goal is more jobs for unemployed.
Captain Martin Bechtel, Commander, District
6, PBSO, reported the crime stats for 2010:
Residential burglaries, 610; Vehicle burglaries, 780;
Stolen Vehicles, 131; Business burglaries, 151; Robberies, 72; Vehicle accidents, 2,503; Moving
violations, 40; Over 5,000 residential alarm
responses; 150 drug arrests and 188 arrests for DUI.
Chief Todd Blake, Battalion 4, Fire Rescue,
reported Fire Rescue offers transport to medical
facilities. The cost for basic life support transport is
$530 and $690 for advanced life support transport.
These charges are billed to your insurance company.
There is no charge for coming to your home or for
services rendered.
COBWRA Business Session
2011 Legislative Agenda. Second Vice President
Eric Malkin presented the proposed legislative
agenda based on suggestions from the Delegates and
discussions by the Legislative Affairs Committee and
Executive Board.
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Concerns over long-term effects of bulk sales of
condos without liability clearly stated.
Squatters in foreclosed homes not paying dues or
following community rules. HOA/COA cannot evict.
Problems caused when banks take over homes
and do not follow community rules or pay
assessments.
Extending the Board education provision in
Chapter 718 (for condos) to Chapter 720 to require
directors to read and study their documents and
Chapter 720.
Revise Chapter 720.303(5) to allow publication of
community telephone directories if those who wish
to do so may have their phone numbers unlisted.
COBWRA feels state ethics laws are too lax and
need more specificity. A $500 fine is laughable.
The Delegates voted to approve the Legislative
Agenda.
Future Meetings (Open to the public)
Jan 31, 7:00 pm: COBWRA Evening meeting, West
Boynton Library, 9451 Jog Road.
Feb 1, 6:30 pm: Growth Management at PBSO Dist. 6
Feb 16, 9:30 am: Delegates meeting at Palm Chase Lakes.
(Boynton Beach Blvd west of Military Trail)

-Ken Lassiter for COBWRA Communications

WHAT’S NEW IN PAINT?
By Harvey Galan
Painting began at the end of
January. The painter has made up
a board to display eight new house
colors and four new trims. The
board is hanging in the back hall
of the clubhouse. Residents will
sign for the color they desire.
Patio roofmates must agree on the same new colors;
if they cannot agree, both houses will be painted the
original color. Freestanding houses with gray roofs
are the only ones that can be painted gray. Lists in
the back lobby show which houses are due for
painting and roof cleaning this year.

The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist
expects it to change; the realist adjusts the sails.
William Arthur Ward
The optimist proclaims we live in the best of all
possible worlds, and the pessimist fears this is true.
James Branch Cabell
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MEET THE STAFF
Doris Davidoff and her late
husband, Phil, joined the
newsletter staff in 2005. In the
five years that the M.I.
newsletter has been published
electronically, there have been
many months in which it would
have come out very late, if at all,
were it not for Doris’ skill and persistence in solving
computer problems. In addition, Doris has written
numerous articles, including several about electronic
devices. She is always willing to come up with a
column on short notice when we have a blank space
that needs filling. She also occasionally creates the
newsletter covers.
The Davidoffs bought their house here in 1998 and
because they were still running a travel agency in
Bowie, Maryland, they were “snowflakes” until they
sold the basic business and became full time residents
in 2003. In 2000, they developed the Majestic Isles
website (majesticisles.com), which Doris continues to
maintain. Doris also continues to do consulting and
writing within the travel industry on a part-time basis.
In June 2010, Doris (and Phil, posthumously) were
honored with induction into the Cruise Lines
International Association’s Hall of Fame at their
annual meeting in Vancouver.
Within Majestic Isles, Doris is best known as a
member of the Board of Directors, to which she was
elected in December 2009. She also helps various
organizations in the community in many ways.
Doris was born and raised in Woodmere, L.I. and
attended Lawrence H.S. She and Phil began dating
as high school seniors, and decided that they would
marry when they were seniors in college – which
they did. Doris attended the University of Rochester
for a year, then transferred to Adelphi University.
She holds a B.A. in Business Education and an M.A.
in Education with a specialty in Tourism
Development and Travel Administration, which she
earned at George Washington University.
Doris and Phil wrote several books together, and in
2005 they co-authored “Parenting the Office” with
their two sons. Doris enjoys visiting her sons in
Colorado and Maryland and her daughter in Orlando.
She takes great pleasure in her two grandsons and
four granddaughters.
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DON’T GET SCAMMED
By Paul Mendelsohn
Regardless of educational level, economic worth or
social status, seniors, particularly those in South
Florida, are the target of scams and other attempts to
defraud. Although some scams have remained
virtually the same for many decades, those who try to
take advantage are constantly refining their
techniques and tailoring them to new technologies.
The local Sherriff’s Department tries to keep track of
the most common reported scams in the area. Over
the past year, lottery schemes have been on the rise.
If you did not enter a lottery but you receive a call,
letter, or email telling you that you have won a prize
whether it is a car, cash or a luxury item, ignore it.
Almost always the scammer requests that you send
money to register or buy a product to be able to
obtain the prize that they never send.
Free vacations are often real estate schemes or timeshare promotions and many times do not provide you
the accommodations or amenities they promise.
A relatively new scam is being reported. Someone
calls on the phone or sends an email claiming they
are a relative in a predicament and need you to wire
or send money. They often start a conversation
saying "Hello Grandma (or Grandpa)." The person
answering frequently says, "Johnny is that you?”
thereby giving the name of their grandchild; the
scammer takes it from there. Seniors are particular
targets for this plot because they do not hear clearly.
Never give any personal information over the phone
or computer unless you are certain that you are
speaking to a valid inquirer. Banks and government
agencies do not call to request personal information
such as social security numbers, Medicare numbers,
credit card numbers and bank account information
over the phone. Obviously if you call them and know
the party to whom you are speaking, that is a
different situation.
And particularly ignore any communications you
receive which includes a Nigerian, Jamaican or
Bahamian address unless you know the party who is
contacting you. A large number of scammers are
headquartered in these countries.
Paul plans continue to update our community on
scams, so please inform him if you become aware of
any such activities.
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA
By Donna Shaneson
The Boca Museum of Art
501 Plaza Road
561-392-2500
www.bocamuseum.org
“Cut! Costume, and Cinema,” an exhibit of
fabulous theatrical costumes will be at the Boca
Museum from January 19 through April 17. Don’t
miss it!
Street Painting Festival
Lake and Lucerne Avenues
Lake Worth
Lake Worth’s annual Street Painting Festival is
great fun. My husband and I always enjoy this
creative event, with its wonderful artwork and festive
atmosphere. It’s on Feb. 26 and 27 this year.
The Palm Beach Convention Center
650 Okeechobee Blvd., across from Kravis Center
West Palm Beach
239-495-7293.
The International Fine Art Fair will be held this
year from February 4 to 13. The show will feature a
special one-artist exhibition of Renoir, with the
galleries showing over 20 works by Pierre Auguste
Renoir. Visit the web site (www.aifaf.com) for a
listing of all events and exhibitions.
Palm Beach Art & Antiques Show will be at the
same site from Feb 18 to 22. This show is lavish.
Feast your eyes on beautiful inlaid furniture, crystal,
dinnerware, jewelry, fine art, and antique furniture. I
went last year and loved it. They have tables set up
for dinner parties with magnificent place settings,
crystal, silver and vases. It is food for the eyes. Check
out the website at www.palmbeachshow.com.
Segway Tours of Delray
1662 NW 2nd Avenue
Delray Beach 33444
www.segwaytoursofdelray.com
A cool way to spend an afternoon is to Segway
through historic Delray. (A Segway is two-wheeled,
self-balancing electric personal transportation
vehicle.) There are several tours available. The
grandkids will love this adventure. Buck Ward will
teach you the tricks of the Segway.
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Society for 4 Arts 2
Four Art Place
Palm Beach
561-6557227
www.fourarts.org
The Society for 4 Arts is celebrating its 75th
anniversary season with many superb programs,
string quartets, films, art exhibits, and sculpture
shows. Visit their web site to learn more about their
wonderful offerings.
The West Boynton Library
9451 Jog Road
Boynton Beach
734-5556
www.pbclibrary.org
The West Boynton Library has two book discussion
series for adults. The Thursday morning group will
discuss “Water for Elephants” by Sara Gruen on Feb.
10 from 11:30-1. The afternoon book group meets the
same day from 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. and will discuss
“Poisonwood Bible” by Barbara Kingsolver. Sign
up at the reference desk to obtain a copy of the book.
Nora Natke leads both groups. She is well read and
has a wealth of information.
The Movies of Delray
7421 W. Atlantic Ave., (Atlantic & Hagan Ranch)
561-638-0020
Cinemathequel@aol.com
Join host Shelly Isaacs when he introduces the
finest award winning foreign films. Every Thursday,
there is a new foreign film, followed by a discussion.
Doors open at 10:00 a.m. The film starts at 10:30.
Café Cinematheque meets on these Sundays: Feb.
20, March 13, April 10, May 8, and June 12. The
$10 admission includes coffee and a nosh.
Senses of Cinema meets on Tuesdays.
Doors
open 6:30 p.m. and the movie starts at 7:25. The $10
ticket includes the movie, a special speaker, popcorn
and a drink. These will be Feb. 8, March 29, April
12, May 10, and June 14.
Have fun!
Donna
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson

Why do we give flowers, especially roses, on
Valentine’s Day? Every flower and its color has
a meaning. Although the majority of us do not
know the meanings, we adhere to a timehonored formula for rose colors. Valentine’s
Day is primarily a lover’s holiday and “red roses
for a blue lady” are traditional.

Coral and Orange roses signify desire. Species
available for
growing are Tropicana,
Tournament of Roses and Cary Grant.

Red roses on Valentine’s Day go hand-in-hand
with the occasion, while other colors have their
place on holidays and special occasions. The
color red is very popular for the spouse, but
when we give roses to friends, a particular color
could tend to convey the wrong message.
Therefore, I have compiled below a glossary of
various colors that are traditionally attached to
the most popular roses. You can use it as a guide
when making a selection for Valentine’s Day or
for any special occasion. I have also included
suggested varieties that can be home-grown in
south Florida and are available to the home
gardener throughout the year.

Pink roses convey to the recipient gratitude and
friendship. A couple of pink varieties are Queen
Elizabeth and Belinda’s Dream.

Red roses mean romantic love. They are the
Valentine rose. Some species for the home
gardener are Mr. Lincoln and Veterans Honor.
Purple roses challenge red as the color for
Valentine roses. Purple (mauve) roses signify
that the giver has fallen in love with the recipient
at first sight! Memorial Day is a mauve colored
specie.

Yellow roses promote joy and friendship.
Yellow rose varieties that can be grown in south
Florida are Midas Touch, St Patrick and Elina.

Peach can signify sympathy or gratitude. A
beautiful variety that can be grown in south
Florida is Just Joey.
White roses, which convey purity and the
meaning of reverence and humility, are
prominent at funerals. A popular white rose
grown in south Florida is John F. Kennedy.
Of all the various species of roses grown in the
world, the jet Black rose is not commercially
available. The meaning could represent death to
a foe, but others interpret the meaning as the
death of all old habits, thus signifying rebirth.
Remember your loved ones on Valentine’s Day,
because “Take away love and the earth is a
tomb”- Robert Browning.
Happy Gardening!!
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VISITING
Nancy Levitan
By Claire Deveney
“Welcome to Nancy’s home” reads
the colorful plaque next to Nancy
(Brooks) Levitan’s front door.
Nancy is warm, gracious, friendly
and delightful to get to know.
Born and raised in Newark, N.J.,
Nancy attended Weequahic High School as a
freshman. After her family moved to Hollywood,
Florida, she attended and graduated from South
Broward High School. She is the oldest of three
children, each 4 years and 7 months apart to the day.
“It was the mid-1950s. We could see the ocean from
A1A and the Hollywood Beach Hotel was the only
hotel and it stands today,” recalls Nancy. “We rented
a cabana by the pool for summers at that hotel. The
only places that were air-conditioned were movie
theatres and some restaurants.”
When she was in elementary school, Nancy had a
close group of 10 friends, five of whom now live in
Boynton Beach. They stayed in contact over the years
and get together regularly. Nancy and her friend
Deena, who is part of the group, are life-long best
friends and have always visited each other.
As a high school senior Nancy double-dated, and her
date was asked by the other man, Martin, a Naval
officer on leave, if he minded if he called Nancy. He
was seven years older than she, and he called to ask
her out. Nancy said, “After graduation I went to the
University of Florida with a ring on my finger and
after one semester I transferred to business school.”
In June 1958, about a year after they met, Nancy and
Martin married. Martin was a romantic. One day,
while serving aboard the USS Intrepid on the Irish
Sea, he wrote her a love letter and put it in a bottle in
the ocean. It was found by an Irish sea captain,
Michael McGee, who forwarded the letter to her
along with his own note. Nancy wrote thanking the
captain, and they exchanged letters for a time. Nancy
saved these letters and treasures them.
After completing his service, Martin earned his
master’s degree in education at the University of
Miami where they lived in the married student dorms
and had their first child. Martin became a high school
mathematics teacher.
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“I married at age 19 and by age 24 I had three
children,” says Nancy. “We bought our first home for
$9600 and settled in Miramar. Martin taught in
Broward and Dade counties and later became an
assistant principal. He earned his Ed.S. degree from
the University of Florida, and they moved to Miami.
Nancy returned to work when her youngest child was
eight. “I joined a dental office in Miami and became
the office manager and worked there for 30 years.
We became a part of each other’s extended family.”
Nancy and Martin were happily married for 39 years.
After retiring from teaching, he became a sales
trainer for an insurance company and traveled 85
percent of the time. He died suddenly at 64 of
“frequent flyer disease” (a blood clot). Six months
before he died, the Levitans took an unexpected 12day Mediterranean cruise and had a fabulous time.
Nancy said, “I’m so glad we took the cruise.”
Nancy has three grown children and three
grandchildren. Laurie, a high school marketing
teacher, her husband, Julian, and their children
Jillian, 22, and Zachary, 17, live in Coral Springs.
Jodi, lives in St. Petersburg and has a career in
business and human resources.
David, his wife, Terri, and their son, Miles, 6½, live
in Davie. David is a professional musician and
trombonist and is an elementary school music
teacher. “His son attends that same school and his
dad is his music teacher,” said Nancy. David was a
bandleader aboard cruise ships for 10 years and met
his wife there.
Nancy moved to Majestic Isles 11 years ago and
loves it here. She says, “My neighbors are
wonderful.” Shortly after moving in she met Linda
Kessler and Francine Gitto and said, “I’m the third
musketeer and we do a lot of things together.”
An active member of Majestic Isles Little Theater,
Nancy will perform a solo during Irish Night on
Sunday, March 13. She has performed in the chorus
of many M.I.L.T. shows and is a member of the
Social, Women’s and Yiddish Clubs.
Nancy walks one and one-half miles each morning
before dawn and in the early evening. She is well
known for baking her rum cakes and mandelbrot.
Since they don’t sell Tortuga rum locally, Nancy
says, “Anybody who is going to the Cayman Islands
can buy it and I’ll be happy to pay for it.”
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ANTIQUE BUFF AND
COLLECTORS
By Thelma Mechanic
Everyone who views the popular TV “Antique Road
Show” is aware that often one inexpensive collectible
can be valued at far more than the original price.
Perhaps you possess a few collectibles. What a joy
to discover that something you own is valued at far
more than you paid.
I admit that for years I have been an “antique buff,”
not for profit, but because I enjoy researching items,
many of which are not made any more. For example,
I had a collection of “occupational mugs,” large
coffee mugs with one’s occupation printed in large
letters across the mug: “Dentist,” “Doctor,”
“Teacher,” “Mechanic,” “Lawyer,” etc.
I pursued
these items at antique shops, flea markets, garage
sales and auctions, and often discovered more than I
was seeking.
Years ago, my mother couldn’t understand my
interest in my grandmother’s possessions. Grandma
had lovely cut crystal, fruit bowls, two-tier crystal
cake plates, an old player piano, an old coffee grinder
and two comfortable rocking chairs.
Several years ago, I decided to sell my large home
and move to Florida, but where could I put all my
collectibles? Where would I find a place for bronze
and marble antique lamps, Chippendale chairs
(bought at auction), and six large original oil
paintings, and two old étagères, etc.? Yes, you
guessed it! I actually got rid of my “treasures” after
years of collecting. I reasoned that I was coming to
Florida at a time when white was rampant; furniture
upholstery, walls, etc. My antiques didn’t appear to
fit in. My 3 bedroom patio house—B-I-G mistake!
To paraphrase Cole Porter, “Everything Goes,”
antiques, collectibles, and all.
We’re all familiar with Tiffany lamps, but there are
hundreds of imitations on the market that look alike.
Did you know that one way to tell an original is to
tap the lamp with your finger and listen for the
famous “Tiffany Whisper?” Incidentally, a 1910
Tiffany table lamp was recently sold at Sotheby’s for
half a million dollars!
I’ve learned that glass collections should not be kept
on sunny window sills because sunlight tends to fade
the colors. And also if your copperware needs
cleaning, use ketchup.
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Collectibles are not antiques, but have a value of their
own. Do you still have your stack of baseball cards
from years ago? Lucky you! Also old comic books
bring a good price – if you have the right ones and
they are in good condition. Many collectors have
political buttons gathered over the years. They help
to recall who ran for office with whom and when.
Others collect sea shells (try Sanibel Island, Florida)
to decorate picture frames and jewelry boxes.
There is no limit to what one can choose to collect.
It’s important to know something about what you
find. Did you see the TV Antique Show with the
amazed guest who discovered that the John Seymour
card table the he’d paid $25 for was appraised for
$2,000,000?
There are many books in the library, and talking to
antique dealers will educate the antique buff.
Remember – it’s what you know about what you
discover that is important.
I find antiquing fun and exciting. Call me if you do
too!

PET PATCH
By Molly
Hi friends – Happy New Year! Did you ever attend a
New Year’s party that your
parent(s) had? I did this year – it
was lots of fun. Some guests
would sneak food samples to me
under the table. They had really
good food – chopped liver was my
favorite. It’s my mom’s favorite
too!
When I wasn’t being fed under the table, I was sitting
on someone’s lap – like a princess. I heard secrets
and lots of funny stories, which I cannot divulge.
A friend down the street, China, finally arrived from
New York. They were stuck in the snow and didn’t
get plowed out for four days! Sure am glad we live
in Florida.
Another month since my last article, and if all goes
well, I shall share news with you again.
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MAKING THE LIST
By Phyllis M. Cohen
It’s popular this time of the year to make a list. After
all, Santa Claus has finished up with his lists of
naughty and nice, Prince William and Kate are
making their “A” and “B” guest lists, and all those
talk shows and columnists have been creating lists of
the year’s best movies, shows, places to visit, etc.
But somewhere out there, there must be a list of the
ten worst ways to spend a day and I would top mine
off with this one: renew your driver’s license. We
have all gotten spoiled by ATMs, self-checkout lines
in stores and the library and taking care of all kinds
of business by computer on line, but the last vestige
of “personal service” reigns at the motor vehicle
bureau. And if you haven’t already heard, there are a
whole host of new rules to renewing your license
now that new legislation based on Homeland Security
rules go into effect. Your driver’s license has now
become the method to verify that you are who you
say you are, and not some imposter, illegal alien or, I
suppose, a terrorist. The registry worker assured me,
we will all be much safer now. (I thought that all of
those bad guys were getting their licenses illegally,
forging them or driving without one.)
So my husband had to renew his license and the little
post card reminder directed us to a web site
(www.GatherGoGet.com) that listed the documents
we had to bring, including certified birth certificate,
Social Security documentation and two proofs of
address. Each category had a number of alternatives,
but like a Chinese menu, you had to have one from
each category. The web site suggested that you could
make an appointment for renewing your license
(www.flhsmv.gov) on line. Three weeks before we
had to renew the license, I checked the web site to
make an appointment and there was not one opening
in any Palm Beach County office. That meant that we
had to go down and renew and take our chances and
stand in line. (But if you do get an appointment, just
skip the rest of this article. Then you walk in and get
taken in a very short time.)
At 10 a.m., we stood on a non-moving line outside
the Lantana Motor Vehicle Office for hours and
finally drove over to the West Palm Beach office on
Military Trail. There we stood outside on a line
waiting to be allowed inside, and then waited on
another line to get numbers to sit down and wait to be
called. After a motor vehicle employee reviewed our
documents to be sure we had everything, we sat and
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Alan’s documents to be sure he had everything, we
sat and waited and waited - and waited. The room
was full, the line inside always held ten people
waiting, while there were always twenty more in the
line outside.
Our fellow citizens, small children included, all sat
patiently with those fixed expressions of dismay and
humility worn by long suffering people in airports
and hospital emergency waiting rooms. The only
people who seemed unhappy and more resigned to
their fate were the over-challenged employees. When
my husband was finally called, the whole process
took 15 minutes for the paperwork, eye exam and
picture taking. As an aside, let me at least add one
touch of humor to the whole ghastly day. As I stood
in line with my husband while the clerk checked his
paperwork and forms, I inquired about the documents
I would need in June in order to get my own license
renewed. “Do I really need a certified copy of my
marriage license?” I asked somewhat incredulously.
And then, with a smile at my husband, (no Brad Pitt
but I’m no Angelina), I added, "Do you really think I
would lie about being married to him?” The dour
clerk broke out laughing and said, “That is the best
laugh I have had all day.” And yes, I still do need a
certified marriage license.
We arrived home at 3 p.m. Total time elapsed from
the time we had left home, five hours. Why so long?
One reason is sheer volume, too many applicants and
too few employees. The other is the complexity of
the documents required. For every person who had a
folder with all of the papers there were several with
an item missing, or with copies rather than originals
of documents. Not everyone has at hand a wedding
certificate or birth certificate with an official seal or
an original social security card. Lots of applicants
were confused and each person in line had a question
or concern. And don’t forget the employees were also
dealing with other issues aside from license renewals.
If you go, start out early, bring a book, IPod, or
Kindle, pack a lunch, some paper towels and tissues
(the bathrooms were short on amenities) and lots and
lots of patience. They are now revamping the system.
There will be fewer renewal sites starting in
February. I’ve started looking for an appointment for
my own June renewal and am still waiting for New
York to send me a marriage license with a seal. No
luck, so far. Good luck to us all. But just remember.
We’ll all be so much safer!
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INVESTMENT DISCUSSION GROUP
By Al Silverman, Facilitator
Welcome to an exciting New Year for investments.
The criterion for investing that we have been
emphasizing at our meetings is the production of
income, particularly for retirees. While this can be
accomplished with capital gains, the investor often
rides a risky roller coaster due to market volatility.
The path we chose was the production of high
income, over 6%, with modest capital gains. The
volatility was less ---but we were receiving income
even in a down market. Recent history has shown
that this approach was appropriate. Since the bottom
at March 2009, most of the securities we discussed
have appreciated 20% to 60% while providing
income of 8% to 16%. Many so called growth stocks
have had similar track records but paid substantially
lower dividends, if any at all.
Now we are engaged in a great civil---oops---no no
no ---wrong subject. With the economy showing
signs of an inching recovery, a different
Congressional administration, a potential for jobs
recovery in three to five years, and fears of rising
inflation over the same period, to say the least, what
can we look forward to in the new year?
That is a question everyone asks at the start of each
New Year. The answer, of course, is that we do not
really know. A better answer might be that by being
in the third year of the presidential term, we should
experience, historically, a rising market, and with it,
rising inflation. I agree with many analysts to this
thesis, with the usual comment that this guestimate
has a potential accuracy of approximately 50% plus
or minus 25%.
(By the way, the key to successful investing for
growth is to select several stocks, not just one or two,
to sell the losers and run with the winners. Don’t wait
for a bad loser to recover. There are other fish in the
ocean.)
We could stay with the income investments (a good
approach) or begin to succumb to the itch to look for
stocks with the potential for capital gains in a rising
economy. Let’s toy with this idea awhile. We’ve
talked about analysts mentioning growth stocks with
good potential within 3 to 5 years. A nearer term
candidate is one in Barron’s Jan.10, 2011, page 22, in
an article, by Robin Goldwyn Blumenthal,
mentioning a railroad , Union Pacific (UNP), “which
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is now and should continue to benefit from a growing
economy, and which anticipates growth of 20% this
year. The current price is 95.18 as of 1-10-2011 and
yields 1.6%. There are others, but it takes
considerable research---and luck--- to find them.
For retirees, it may be more comfortable and more
suitable to stay with some of the higher income
securities mentioned at our meetings. One sector that
is becoming increasingly interesting is energy, and
particularly natural gas. There is much being said that
the price of natural gas is low, particularly because of
the technical breakthrough in cracking shale, and the
consequent over-abundance of the commodity in the
United States.
The premise is several fold: that the fuel is cleaner
than coal, easier to transport, could be used to fuel
automobiles and trucks and thus foster reduced
dependency on foreign sources of oil, etc. The most
exciting concept is the LNG industry, the energetic
thrust to liquefy natural gas to minus 260 degrees
Fahrenheit to facilitate transportation to other
facilities where it is de-gasified and distributed to
end-users. The industry includes cracking shale,
gathering pipelines, dehydration, treating, storage,
liquefaction, transportation, de-gasification, distribution, etc.
The industry is changing from the U.S. being an
importer to satisfy the growing usage in this country
to soon becoming a major exporter because of the
huge excess capacity being developed and the strong
demand for energy in foreign countries. Some of the
companies involved, mentioned at the meeting on
Jan.10, 2011 have current yields exceeding 5%, plus
some of the major energy companies with lesser
yields.
Always remember the above are not
recommendations but are presented for information
only. Do your own research with regard to suitability,
risk, etc. in evaluating securities you may be
interested in, and discuss them with your investment
advisor.
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When Your Medical Claim is Denied:
RECONSIDERATION AND APPEAL
By Paul Mendelsohn
Have you ever received a denial of a
claim from Medicare or your health
insurer? Don't immediately accept the
decision feeling that it is futile to
dispute the decision. A large majority
of claims that are resubmitted to insurance companies
are eventually paid, so if you feel the initial decision
is wrong, do not hesitate to challenge it.
Most initial decisions are made by computer screens,
with the claim never seen by a human being. Many
of these claims are rejected because of coding errors
by the party who submitted the bill. Frequently the
wrong code was used for the diagnosis or procedure
or the submission failed to list secondary conditions
which justifies the claim.
The two most frequent reasons an insurer gives for
denying a claim are “Not covered” and “Not
medically necessary.”
Review what your policy specifically says about the
what is covered for the billed service in question.
Claims are frequently turned down for "cosmetic
surgery" because the billing physician failed to give
the secondary condition that made that surgery
medically necessary. For example, eyelid surgery
(blephoroplasty) may be required because drooping
or swollen lids limit the visual field. A growth may
be removed because it causes physical pain or
itching, or is suspected of being malignant.
With Medicare, it frequently is not necessary for you
to appeal a denial. See what the Explanation of
Medical Benefits letter (EOMB or EOB) says
regarding what you are responsible to pay the
physician or provider. If it says you are not
responsible, then it is solely the biller’s responsibility
to appeal the claim to receive payment. They are not
permitted to bill the patient. Your EOMB gives your
reconsideration appeal rights and a number to call if
you should have any questions regarding the denial.
Pay close attention to the explanation of your rights
and how to file a request for reconsideration or
appeal. Make sure you file your papers before the
deadline and send this request for review with a
return signature receipt form from the Post Office.

23

There is a difference between reconsideration and an
appeal. Usually all claims are subject to a request for
reconsideration. In most cases appeals may only be
submitted after a request for reconsideration has been
denied (the initial determination has been upheld),
and the dollar amount for which the insured is
responsible exceeds a certain amount. The decision
letter you receive from the reconsideration will
always give your rights and the process, including
timeframes. Similarly, if your denial is turned down
your letter will state your rights to submit to
arbitration or sue in the court systems.
The process for reconsideration is simple; you merely
submit additional information that you feel justifies
payment. Don't hesitate to call the phone number on
your EOMB/EOB to get a more complete explanation
of why your claim was denied. Either you, your
representative or the provider of the service (your
physician or medical provider) may submit the
request and documentation for review. It is a good
idea to contact the provider to see if the denial is
viewed as appropriate and if there is additional
information that was not submitted with the initial
claim. If there is additional information and they do
not plan to request the reconsideration, ask that they
provide that information for you to submit.
A reconsideration is generally a human review of
the claim with any additional information and a
decision is often made within 30 days. An appeal is a
more complex review that may involve a physician,
team of physicians, including relevant specialists.
Some insurers do the review using their own staff or
consultants. Others contract the review to outside
contractor's who provide this service.
If you are denied the appeal this is in most cases the
final decision. However, there may be a right to
appeal the decision to a mediation board if provided
by your insurer's process or state law. You also may
be able to file suit in the court system. However,
most claims are not of an amount to make it practical
to hire a lawyer and pay court fees. Never file a suit
without support of the physician or institution that
provided the service or care.
If the biller is a Medicare or a participating provider
of your insurance company, do not pay the physician
or institution until the final decision of your
reconsideration or appeal, but do send them a note
saying you are waiting for the determination from the
insurer.
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TAX CORNER
By Mel Burstein

In late December, after the Majestic Isles Newsletter
had gone to press, Congress passed a new estate tax
law. With this new law comes a different set of rules
for determining the basis of inherited property.
(Please disregard the information stated in the
previous newsletter relating to basis.)
Prior to 2010, estates in excess of $3.5 million in
assets were subject to estate taxes. In 2010, there was
no estate tax and the basis of inherited property was
determined using decedent’s cost basis plus $1.3
million, with an additional add-on of $3 million for a
surviving spouse.
Beginning in 2011, the personal representative
(executor) can choose to file an estate tax return for
2010 with a $5 million exemption and a tax rate of
35%, or make no election. By making the election an
estate tax may be due, but the inherited property will
be valued at fair market (date of death) value. If no
election is made, inherited assets will be valued as
stated in the second paragraph above (cost + $1.3
million + additional $3 million for a surviving
spouse). In 2013, the exemption is scheduled to drop
to $1 million with a 55% top rate.
There has also been a change to the amount of life
time gifting one can make. That amount increases
from $1 million to $5 million, but with the annual gift
tax exclusion remaining at $13,000 per donee. The
gift tax and the estate tax will be reunited again for
gifts made after 12/31/10, resulting in an estate tax
exemption and a lifetime gift tax exemption
combined (excluding the yearly gifts of $13,000 per
donee) that cannot exceed $5 million.
Standard mileage allowance for business driving has
also changed. For 2011, that amount has increased to
51 cents per mile. For medical travel and moving
expenses, the allowance is 19 cents per mile. For
charitable driving, the rate remains at 14 cents a mile.
The new tax law will retain tax rates for individuals
at 10%, 15%, 25%, 28%, 33% and 35% for two
years. Mortgage interest premiums, paid on a
qualified residence, remain deductible for 2011. The
election to take an itemized deduction for state and
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local general sales taxes in lieu of state and local
income taxes is extended to 12/31/2011.
Under the new law, the following are extended for
two years:
Earned income credit,
Child credit, household and dependent care
expense credit,
American opportunity tax credit (formerly known
as the Hope scholarship credit), and
Life Time Earning Credit.
The non-business energy property credit and the
above-the-the-line deduction for certain expenses
incurred by elementary and secondary school
teachers are extended for one year.
Adjusted net capital gains will be taxed at a
maximum rate of 15 % for two years through 2012.
For 2011, payroll/self-employment tax has decreased
by two-percentage points. As a result, employees will
pay only 4.2% Social Security tax on wages instead
of 6.2% and self-employed individuals will pay
10.4% Social Security self-employment taxes instead
of 12.4%. The employer will still pay his full share of
social security taxes.
Another change for 2010 is that you can request that
any part of a refund due you be used to buy US
Bonds. Federal Form 8888 (Allocation of Refund) is
to be used for making such a request.
Please note: I am not an attorney and this article is
not to be construed as legal advice. If you have any
questions consult an attorney.
Correction: In Mel’s January article, the first sentence
of the third paragraph should read as follows: If the
deceased was over the age of over 70½, required
minimum distributions must be made annually from an
IRA owned by the deceased.

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS
By Elaine Jay
The Majestic Isles Newsletter would like to
welcome the following new residents to our
community.
Bill and Lois Baer
Gary and Suzanne Skinner
Robert and Susan Zeif
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BOOK TALKS
By Judy Markowitz
On Wednesday, February 23 at 2:00 p.m. Bonny Golub will facilitate a discussion of “The Confession” by John
Grisham. The book is about a wrongly convicted man on death row in Texas. The whole book expands on a small
cast and a simple three-man premise. First, there is Donte Drumm, a black football player who was convicted of
the 1998 rape and murder of Nicole Yarber, a white cheerleader who was Donte’s classmate at an East Texas high
school. Second, there is Travis Boyette, a sleazy sex offender and ex-con who turns up in Topeka, Kansas. Travis
has an inoperable brain tumor and claims he is Nicole’s real killer. Third, is Rev. Keith Schroeder, a Lutheran
clergyman in Topeka. The Reverend finds himself with a terrible dilemma when Travis shows up, asks if he can
make a confidential confession and then says “I did it, Pastor. I don’t know why. I never know why.”
With Travis confessing only days before the scheduled execution of Donte, “The Confession” is set up as a race
against time. It’s also set up as an extended lesson on the divisiveness of racial issues and the
cruel miscarriages of justice that are possible under Texas law.
I know many of you are fans of John Grisham. We are looking forward to seeing you at our
February 23 meeting.

_______________________________________________________________________
HADASSAH
By Ellin Goldstein
Mark your calendar for the following Hadassah events:
On Sunday Feb. 6, the Woman of Valor Luncheon will be held at the Broken Sound Country Club.
Time is running out. Call Adele Freitag for details.
On Wednesday Feb. 9, the annual card party will be held at Benvenuto’s. Call Doris Robin or
Roberta Rabinowitz if you don’t have a game.
On Monday Feb. 21, the same day as the 10:30 board meeting, from 2-4 p.m., there will be a study group at
Art-Sea Studio, featuring wine glass painting for Passover. See the flyer for more details.
The next meeting will be held Feb. 28.
On Saturday, March 12, we are holding a white elephant sale.
The Donor luncheon will be held Thursday, April 7 at Boca Point Country Club. The cut-off date is March 1.
Evelyn Harris is collecting eyeglasses to be sent to Israel because frames are very expensive there. The collection
is being spearheaded by Evelyn’s daughter in loving memory of her mother-in-law. The glasses will be available
without any fee from their Eyeglass Gemach. A gemach “act of kindness” is a Jewish free-loan fund. Please
contact Evelyn if anyone (outside of Majestic Isles also) wants to donate. Residents may leave the glasses at 5898
Seashell Terrace.

_________________________________________________________________________
SINGLES SCENE
By Thelma Mechanic
The New Year got off to a great start for those who participated in the Holiday Weekend and the January 16
Holiday Party at Coral Lakes was greatly enjoyed by all attendees.
Mark your calendar for these 2011 dates;
Feb. 4 (Friday), 3 p.m. Board meeting, 4 p.m. members meeting.
Feb. 10: Valentine’s Party at Valencia Falls
Feb. 20: Boca Museum $10.00 with Docent
March 6: Original Florida Follies- $26.00, Olympic High School, 1 ticket available. Dinner following the show.
April 9: (Saturday) 4:30 Board Meeting and 5:30 members meeting. (Note different date and time. )
May 28: Harid Ballet (3:00) Dinner afterwards. Call Elaine Nowak to arrange car pools.
Please bring $6 to the February meeting to order food from Toojay’s for the April Meeting. The choice is a
sandwich, wrap or salad. An evening of games has been arranged.
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CANCER RESEARCH UNIT
By Audrey Hausman

Judy Zied and Marcia Vetstein with the bundles that
were collected in December for donation to the
shelter for abused women.
We had a wonderful turnout for our Jan. 10 "Just
Desserts" meeting at which guest speaker Sandra
Steinhauer discussed "Sunset Boulevard.” We thank
Bonnie Haberstick, our Honorary Women’s' Club
member, for installing the following officers:
Presidents: Barbara Roland, Ruth Oppler
Treasurer: Lynn Sherman
Financial Secretary; Sandy Rosenhouch
Membership: Marlene Ehrlich, Gladys Feldman
Programming: Ruth Rossi, Rita Keller, Bert
Weinberg, Gladys Cohen
Recording Secretaries: Bobbe Greene, Karen Cohen
Corresponding Secretary: Simmy Rabinowitz
Hospitality: Marilyn Sumberg, Doris Lipansky,
Evelyn Klein, Betty Zeidler, Nancy Weiss
Publicity: Sandy Gardner, Sandy Kastner, Jackie
Fineblit
Canasta Tournament: Gladys Cohen, Tillie Citron,
Doris Levin
Don't forget our Feb. 12 Valentine’s Day dinner at
Delray Country Club subsidized by Women’s and
Men’s Clubs. Check the back lobby for more details.
Note the following on your calendar:
Mar. 18: Appreciation Luncheon at Boca Greens
Country Club. The price will be $24 per person.
Flyers in back lobby will have further information.
Apr. 11: Canasta Tournament.

They say to be careful what you wish
for. But we still wished for a successful
Tenth Anniversary Event and, boy, did
we get one. It was marvelous. Our event
planners, Marion Brandwei, Doris
Davidoff, Claire Deveney, Edie Goodman and
Barbara Lader, outdid themselves. The buffet was
elegant and delicious. The entertainment was great
and the decorations were professional looking. An
extra thank you to Doris Davidoff for making a DVD
of the event. Bunny Eisenberg’s centerpieces were a
knockout as usual. We also thank Myrna Bader for
her concept of the journal and Marsha Vetstein and
Enid and Ed Gerard and Sally Galan for working on
the journal. This, too, was a big success.
On Thursday, March 31, our Card Party will be held
at Benvenutos. We will have vendors selling their
products in a knockout boutique. Raffles will be sold
and terrific prizes will be won. An elegant lunch will
be served with an entrée choice of shrimp, chicken or
sliced steak. Get your players together for mah jong,
canasta, dominos, poker, etc. The price is $35 pp.
On Sunday, February 6, a jewelry party will be held
in Phyllis Pinsel’s home between 2 and 4 p.m. to
benefit cancer research. Buy your Valentine’s Day
gifts for your daughters and granddaughters, as well
as all-occasion gifts for your family and friends.
Bring her your ideas and she will create them. All of
her designs are one of a kind.
Our first Football Mania was a great success. We had
a winner every week: one $100, three $50 and
thirteen $20 winners. New season tickets will be sold
in February by Ed Gerard, Ed Strauber and David
Lader. Thank you, gentlemen, for your hard work.
On February 17, our Membership Appreciation
Lunch will be held in our clubhouse. A hot Chinese
buffet will be served and you will be spellbound by
our hypnotist entertainer. ($10 per person.)
On April 2, our annual Pap Corps Walkathon will be
held at FAU with a $15 fee for walkers, sponsors and
moral supporters. A T-shirt, breakfast, water and
entertainment will be given to all for the fee. Thank
you Enid Gerard and Sandy Kastner for this event.
Thought of the month: Make new friends, but keep
the old. One is silver, the other is gold.
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SNOWBIRDS
By Bobbe Greene
The theatre party to see “MAME”
was very successful. After the show
we enjoyed a lovely dinner at
McDivot’s.
The date for the 2 day/1 night trip to
Naples has been changed to February 15 – 16. The
price of $139 per person (with a single supplement of
$30) includes:
Day 1: Depart by bus from the clubhouse at 9 a.m.
and travel to Naples
Shopping at Ooh LaLa (or similar)
Check in at Courtyard Marriot
Pre-show cocktail party at hotel
Dinner and show at the Broadway Palm
Day 2: Full breakfast at hotel
Shopping at Miromar Outlets
Visit to Casino, free play and food voucher.
There are still seats available for this trip and friends
and neighbors are invited to join us. Those interested
can call Sid and Evie at 740-0505.

ROYALS BOWLING LEAGUE
By Shelly Mehlman, Pres.
Royals continue to have fun. Our teams
are continuing to “fight” for position.
AMF is providing us trophies for 1st and
2nd place at no charge to us. We love all
our friends and alleys at Boynton Beach.
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SOCIAL CLUB
By Arlene Koch, Rita Dick
Our New Year’s party was a huge success, enjoyed
by all who were there. The music by “Poppy” was
outstanding with a group of four musicians. The
committee consisted of Rita Dick, Arlene Koch,
Sheila and Lee Miller, Jennie Platteis, Bert
Weinberg, Joan Sorkin and Irwin Zivitz.
We thank the residents for their overwhelming
response to our 2011 series. A few tickets are still
available for Hal Linden on Feb. 27 for $35 per
person and for Sarge on March 26 for $25 per person.
The Entertainment Committee is in the process of
finalizing shows for the 2012 series. Flyers will be
completed with all information and dates by the first
of March. The price will remain the same at $70 per
person for the series.
Our first meeting of the year, on Tuesday Feb.15,
will feature the Choral Group from Santaluces High
School. This award-winning group will be appearing
at Carnegie Hall in the spring. We would appreciate
a large turnout for their performance. Dues for 2011
of $5 per person will be accepted at the meeting.
*****

Kudos to Arlene and Rita for the best New Year’s
Eve ever! (Arlene and Rita did not write this part.)

RELAXATION 101
By Joan Sorkin

MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES
8 p.m. at the clubhouse
SAT., FEB 5: SUNSET BOULEVARD
Running from debt collectors, screenwriter
Joe (William Holden) stumbles upon the
crumbling mansion of former silent-film star
Norma Desmond (Gloria Swanson). As he
begins working for Norma, writing a
comeback screenplay, their professional
relationship evolves into something more. A
provocative look inside Hollywood show
business, Billy Wilder's classic noir film won
Academy Awards for Art Direction, Music
and Screenplay.
FRI., FEB. 10 VALENTINE’S DAY
In this Los Angeles-set comedy from director
Garry Marshall (Pretty Woman), the
tripwires of modern love are exposed in a
carousel involving relationships and the
single life on the most romantic day of the
year, February 14. Proposals, infidelity,
loneliness and more are explored. Julia
Roberts, Ashton Kutcher, Jamie Foxx,
Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel, Jennifer Garner,
Bradley Cooper and Patrick Dempsey lead a
star-studded cast.
FRI., MARCH 5: AN EDUCATION
SAT., MARCH 19: JUST WRIGHT

Need to unwind? Forget the Prozac.
Throw away the Zanax. Valium is
not necessary!
Go to Target. Purchase a new set of
Crayola crayons and a coloring book and get to work.
Just flow with the new colors: “macaroni and
cheese,” “pretty in pink,” and “timberwolf” – and
color, color and color some more. Just lightly for
easy relaxation, or with bold outlines to ease tension.
For even greater pleasure, invite a grandchild to work
with you.
Unlike regression therapy that may bring back
painful memories, coloring brings back happy
thoughts of a simpler time when the largest box of
Crayolas – 64 - was an exciting Chanukah present
and provided afternoons of fun.
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By Joan Sorkin

By Doris Davidoff

Sunday, December 26, was cold and windy, but that
did not stop our visiting grandchildren. Surrounded
by cheering grandparents and fishing guides Morris
Berman and Marvin Sorkin, they were busy casting
and patiently waiting for the “big one.”

The weather could
not have been
better for our trip
to the Kennedy
Space Center on
January 19. We
enjoyed a fun bus
ride to and from
the Center and a
wonderful time at
this remarkable destination. We were all amazed by
much of what we heard and saw. Most of us viewed
the two 3-D IMAX movies – one about how
astronauts function on the International Space Station
and the other on the amazing discoveries of the
Hubble Telescope. The entire group learned a lot
during our 2½-hour guided bus tour of the Kennedy
Space Center. A few brave souls even went on the
shuttle launch simulator.

Using kosher hotdogs (the only kind our fish will eat)
as bait, one by one they pulled in the fish. The girls
outdid the boys, but everyone caught fish and had a
great time. Many thanks to all who helped, but
especially to Morris who got all the fishing rods set
up with new hooks, sinkers and floaters. Gilda said
they sat lined up for days in their living room.
Morris wasn’t sure who had more fun that day – he or
the kids.
After washing up, it was time for pizza. Thanks to
Fran Ost for doing the pizza run to Mamma Mia.
What a great way to end an exciting morning!
Monday, the arts and crafts room was filled by 10
a.m. with youngsters waiting for instructions from
our artists-in-residence:
Gerry Herman, Estelle
Snyder and Larry Goldstein. Larry taught the
younger children to make origami clown faces with
hats and moveable tongues and guided the older
children and adults in making intricate origami birds.
Gerry and Estelle had the children making masks,
bead necklaces, and various paper projects. I know
my granddaughter went home with a bag filled with
hand-made masterpieces.
After lunch, we met back at the clubhouse for “Get
Buggy” science show. Led by Mr. Justin and his
assistant Bree, we were shown live bugs and given a
chance to touch a Madagascar Cockroach. Then it
was time to make our own edible bugs with pretzels,
marshmallows and chocolate eyes. We all made
slime in our choice of colors.
Betty Zeider supplied our guests with all the fixing
for an old fashioned “make your own sundae” party.
Homemade cookies and special candy rounded out
the menu. Thank you, Betty, for getting all our treats
and everyone else who helped make our two days
grandchildren’s activities so much fun for all.

Our next trip is to the Coconut Grove Arts Festival
on Sunday, February 20. This should be a wonderful
experience for those who enjoy art shows, since this
is one of the country’s premier shows. Visitors at this
festival will enjoy the beautiful art, sample some
varied cuisine and enjoy live entertainment at the
show. Flyers for this trip are available in the back
lobby. Like most such festivals, this trip can include
substantial walking.
At our Feb. 27 meeting we will hear reports on the
Arts Festival trip and plans for future trips.
Information about future plans can be found on our
web site at www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm.
We have decided to delay plans for New Orleans,
because of this year’s high hotel prices.. We are
considering a bus trip to St. Augustine for the spring
and a trip to Branson, Missouri, by airplane, for the
fall. We are also looking into a trip to Atlanta, a city
that offers some very interesting activities. Watch
Channel 63 and our web site for news.
Join us at our monthly meetings and bring your
friends. If you have any interest in travel – even if it
is only to dream about it, please join us. Also
remember that you can invite friends or relatives who
do not live in Majestic Isles to join you on any of our
trips. We put out the welcome mat to everyone who
likes to travel.
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
General Meeting January 10, 2011
By Selma Friedman
Dr. Harvey Vetstein, retired English Professor and
Student Affairs Dean for Northeastern University in
Boston, presented an exciting and informative lecture
on “Willy Loman and Other Losers.”
In literature, the term “loser” has a specialized
definition. It refers to a character who finds he has
failed or disappointed. Sometimes the losing is selfinflicted. Harvey used the lyrics from the Beatles’ hit
“Eleanor Rigby” to describe the sadness of Eleanor
and Father McKenzie.
Harvey also stressed that losers should know that
identity is a coherent sense of self. He illustrated the
point with reference to Shakespeare, Dickens,
Hawthorne,
Melville,
Hemingway,
Faulkner,
Salinger, Roth, Steinbeck, and Miller.
Arthur Miller called Willy Loman a “tragic hero,” the
protagonist of the play who cannot overcome the
conflicts he faces. To be a “winner,” Harvey suggests
the following internet recipe: Make peace with your
past so it won’t mess up your present; No one is in
charge of your happiness but you; Don’t compare
your life to others, you have no idea what their
journey is all about; What other people say or think
about you is none of your business; If we all threw
our problems in a pile and saw everyone else’s, we
would grab ours back; and lastly, if you want to be a
winner, move to Majestic Isles and join M.I.L.T.
Thank you, Harvey. Thanks to Ed Strauber for the
technical help and our wonderful Hospitality
Committee for the treats.

M.I.L.T. To Present:
“LEND ME A TENOR”
Do you need a tenor? You can stop
looking, M.I.L.T. is presenting “Lend
Me a Tenor” on April 2 and 3 at 8.
p.m. This is an uplifting fast-paced,
hilarious comedy that is full of fun.
The cast is
having a ball at rehearsals and are promising a fun
night for you.
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Who do we honor on Presidents’ Day?
You may be surprised to learn that officially, the
President’s Day holiday is still recognized by the
U.S. government as “Washington’s Birthday.” The
government website’s list of official holidays says:
Washington’s Birthday is a federal holiday observed
the third Monday of February to honor George
Washington, the first President of the United States.
This date is commonly called Presidents’ Day and
many groups honor the legacy of past presidents on
this date.
Here’s a brief history of the day:
Feb. 22, Washington’s actual birthday, became a
U.S. government holiday in 1885.
In the early 1950s, there was a movement led by a
coalition of travel organizations to create three-day
weekends by moving the celebration of some
holidays to Mondays.
One of the suggestions was to create a Presidents’
Day between Washington’s and Lincoln’s Feb. 12
birthday. Lincoln’s was a holiday in some states but
was never made a federal holiday though it was a
holiday in some states. A few states tried the new
arrangement, but it was not universally adopted
across the country. Also in the early 1950s, there was
a proposal to make March 4 - the original presidential
inauguration day - a day to honor all presidents.
In 1971, some holidays moved to Mondays under
a U.S. law that created three-day weekends for
federal employees. States, however, were not
required to honor them.
Today, there is no unanimous name for this
holiday, always on the third Monday in February,
and, in fact, even when it is called Presidents’ Day,
sometimes the apostrophe is missing and sometimes
it is between the last two letters.
In Virginia, the first president's home state, the
holiday is called George Washington’s Day. Not in
Alabama. There it is “Washington and Jefferson
Day,” in honor of George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson, even though Jefferson was born in Virginia
on April 13. Lincoln isn’t mentioned.
The information above was posted on the website of
“The Washington Post” on Feb. 15, 2010.
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YIDDISH CLUB
The next meeting of the Yiddish Club will be
on Sunday, Feb. 6 at 7:30 p.m. Please sign up
in sheet in the back lobby.

MEN’S CLUB
By Joel Cohen, President
Our first installation breakfast, at Ellie's Diner on Jan
16, was enjoyed by 89 attendees. We had a hot buffet
and a wonderful entertainer. We hope to repeat it
every year.
Our trip to Hard Rock Casino is scheduled for
Wednesday Feb. 2.
The Valentine's Day party, scheduled for Saturday
night Feb. 12, is moving along very nicely. At this
writing (Jan. 16th) we have 126 people coming and
hope to have many more by the time you read this.
We’re in the process of planning the Parents’ Day
party, which we’re doing jointly with the Women's
Club. We have it scheduled for Sunday morning,
May 1, 2011.

Thought on Aging and Retirement:
It’s not how old you are, but how you are old. –
Marie Dressler
I’m saving the rocker for the day when I feel as old
as I really am. – Dwight D. Eisenhower
Those who love deeply never grow old; they may die
of old age, but they die young. - Benjamin Franklin
If wrinkles must be written upon our brows, let them
not be written on the heart. – James Garfield
Half our life is spent trying to find something to do
with the time we have rushed through life trying to
save. ~Will Rogers, Autobiography, 1949
The money's no better in retirement but the hours
are! ~Anonymous
There's never enough time to do all the nothing you
want. ~Bill Watterson, Calvin and Hobbes
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MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE
SPARES AND STRIKES
By Dave Feinberg
Important: There will be a meeting of the Majestics
Bowling League in the downstairs card room at
10:00 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 27.
WEEK 17 – MEN:

HIGH GAME

Dave Feinberg
Bob Rosenhouch
Bill Harris

181
171
158

HIGH SERIES
507
486
406

WEEK 17 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Estelle Snyder
Sandy Gardner
Toni Kohn

172
152
147

WEEK 18 – MEN:
Stan Fox
Ted Shapiro
Al Lynn

HIGH GAME
193
181
152

417
411

HIGH SERIES
487
447

WEEK 18 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Toni Kohn
155
383
Sandy Gardner
153
383
Sandy Rosenhouch
409
WEEK 19 MEN:
Bill Harris
Bob Rosenhouch
Mike Ost
Dave Feinberg

HIGH GAME
189
177
171

HIGH SERIES
477
477

WEEK 19 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Estelle Snyder
146
392
Sandy Rosenhouch
138
Shirley Scheffel
128
351
Toni Kohn
361
WEEK 20 – MEN:
Stan Fox
Ted Shapiro
Bernie Kass
Bob Rosenhouch

HIGH GAME
173
167
166

HIGH SERIES
419
425
472
455

WEEK 20 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Estelle Snyder
172
423
Ruth Rossi
149
387
Sandy Gardner
147
393
Gladys Cohen
145
393
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DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY CALENDAR
EVENT

SPONSOR

MARCH 1, 2011 – MARCH 31, 2011
March 1
March 3
March 4
March 5
March 6

Tues.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

March 7
March 10
March 11
March 12
March 13
March 14
March 16

Mon.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Mon.
Wed.

2 p.m.
10 a.m.
4 p.m.
8 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
8 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
4 p.m.
2 p.m.

Singles
C.O.P.
Singles
Social Club
Men’s Club
Singles
Yiddish Club
B.O.D.
B.O.D.
Snowbirds
Hadassah
M.I.L.T.
Investors
Book Talks & More

Kravis
Meeting
Meeting
Movie
Breakfast
Follies
Meeting
Workshop
Meeting
Meeting
White Elephant Sale
Workshop
Discussion
Discussion

February 2011

Free/Paid
Home/Away
p, a
f, h
f,h
p, h
p, h
p, a
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
*,h
f, h
f, h

*Free to members, $2 for non-members

We have listed here only events scheduled for the first half of March.. See the club and organization articles for
information about later activities. The full March calendar will appear in the March newsletter
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 1, 2011 – FEBRUARY 28, 2011
DATE

DAY

TIME

SPONSOR

EVENT

Free/Paid
Home/Away

Feb. 2
Feb. 3

Wed.
Thurs.

Feb. 4
Feb. 5
Feb. 6

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

Feb. 7

Mon.

Feb. 9
Feb. 10

Wed.
Thurs.

Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 15
Feb. 17
Feb. 20

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sun.

Feb. 21
Feb. 23
Feb. 24
Feb. 27

Mon.
Wed.
Thurs.
Sun.

Feb. 28

Mon.

10 a.m.
10 a.m.
7:30 p.m
4 p.m.
8 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
2-4 p.m.
7:30 p.m
2 p.m.
2 p.m.
4 p.m
12 noon
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m.
7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
9 a.m.
2:30 p.m.
3 p.m
2 p.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
8 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Men’s Club
C.O.P.
B.O.D.
Singles
Social Club
Men’s Club
Hadassah
Cancer Unit
Yiddish Club
B.O.D.
Singles
Investors
Hadassah
B.O.D.
Singles
Social Club
Men’s Club
M.I.L.T.
Social Club
Cancer Unit
Travel Club
Singles
Hadassah
Book Talks and More
Safety Committee
Majestics Bowling
Travel Club
Social Club
Hadassah

Casino trip
Meeting
Meeting
Meeting
Movie
Breakfast
Woman of Valor luncheon
Jewelry party
Meeting
Workshop
Kravis
Meeting
Card party
Meeting
Valentine party
Movie
Valentine party
Workshop
Meeting
Appreciation Luncheon
Coconut Grove Art Show
Boca Museum
Study Group
Discussion
C.P.R. training
Meeting
Meeting
Show
Meeting

p, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
p, h
p, h
p, a
see p. 28
f, h
f, h
p, a
f, h
p, a
f, h
p, a
p, h
p, a
*, h
f, h
f, h
p, a
p, a
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
f, h
p, h
f, h

* free to members, $2 for non-members

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
B.O.D. = Board of Directors, C.O.P. = Citizen’s Observer Patrol
M.I.L.T. = Majestic Isles Little Theater
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