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Manager’s Corner
After more than seven years of writing an article
ten times a year, it sometimes becomes difficult
to come up with new and interesting topics about
which to write. Usually I sit down to write and
something hits me and the words flow out.
Other times I resort to reviewing older articles
I’ve written and get inspired from that. While
I’m writing this article, I’m up in Baltimore with
my son for a follow-up from his surgery two
years ago and I have no way to jump-start my
creativity.
One topic that comes up over and over again is “How do I get in touch with
you or Bonnie?” Even if we don’t answer our phones, we’re not hiding!!!
My direct phone number is 561-424-0952 and you can call Bonnie at 561734-8738. If we don’t answer, we’re probably helping other residents in the
office, on the phone, or had to step out for a minute or so. If we have to
leave the office, we both make sure to tell our answering machines to stay
and take calls for us. We do return calls as soon as the opportunity presents
itself, but if you call and hang up when the machine picks up, we don’t know
that you even called. Please – leave a message!!!
You can also send us emails that we will respond to. My email address is
K27Miller@tcgmgt.com and Bonnie’s is MajesticBonnie@hotmail.com.
Drop one of us a line if you have a question, problem, or concern, and it will
be addressed. If the email requires a reply, you’ll get one. If it’s about a
streetlight that’s out or something that needs action, rather than a reply, then
we’ll simply take care of the issue.
Need more than can be handled in a phone call or email? Stop by the
office. Bonnie is in the office Monday – Friday from 8:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.,
except when she is teaching. Her aerobics class meets on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. and she is back in the
office by 9:45. She leads water aerobics on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. and is back in the office by 10:45 a.m.
I’m on the property Monday, Thursday, and Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm
and Tuesday and Wednesday from 7:00am – 3:00pm. There are times that I
have to leave the property to take care of Association business during those
hours – all part of the job – but I do respond to emails and phone messages.
If you really need to see me, call or email to set up an appointment and I’ll
make myself available.
Rest assured that both Bonnie and I are doing whatever we can to make
Majestic Isles a place that everyone can be proud to call “Home.”
Ken Miller, Association Manager
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SAFETY IN THE ISLES
GOOD AND WELFARE
GET WELL
Loretta Brodsky
Joe Genova
Lynn Gerstenhaber
Sid Kaufman

Roberta Rabinowitz
Rosalie Rosenthal
Reggie Zimmerman

SYMPATHY
To Sally Galan on the loss of her sister.
To Sy Kugelmas on the loss of his wife, Doris.
To Harold Marcus on the loss of his wife, Naomi.
To the family of Irene Notinger.
To Al Wattenberg on the loss of his wife, Selma.

By Steve Bayer
Now that it gets darker earlier, there is concern for
the people who take evening walks in the street – not
only for the solitary walkers, but also for the many
dog walkers, who sometimes walk in groups and can
be put at risk from moving cars.
To reduce your risk, the Florida Pedestrian and
Bicycling Safety Resource Center has made available
reflective wristbands at no charge.
Please stop by the management office and pick up
your free bracelet from Bonnie or Ken. We hope that
you enjoy this latest fashion trend.

MESSAGES
Thanks to all my friends for the cards and phone calls
wishing me a speedy recovery from my recent
surgery.
Loretta Brodsky
Words cannot express how much you helped me
through this terrible time. Your calls, cards, and
donations in memory of my sister will always be
remembered.
Sally Galan
Your outpouring of expressions of sympathy helped
me get through the loss of my lovely wife Doris. I am
forever grateful for the caring and warmth of our
wonderful community.
Sy Kugelmas
To our Majestic Isles family: You were there with
cards calls, visits, goodies and help. You seemed to
know what we needed before we did. Thank you for
your support.
Gil Portnoff
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length (30
word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to Elaine Jay by
email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare as the
subject. Acknowledgement of each email will be sent as
verification of receipt.

There was no regular meeting of the Majestic
Isles Board of Directors in December. For
information about the election and the officers
for 2013 can be found on the opposite page.

In Case of Emergency: Do you have I.C.E. on your
cell phone? I.C.E. is an internationally recognized
symbol for “In Case of Emergency.” No matter
where you are, if you become unconscious, or are in
an accident or other disaster, emergency responders –
the EMS, police and Fire Rescue personnel – know
to look for I.C.E on your cell phone. So please,
program this information for emergency contacts.
You can have as many contacts as you wish.
For example:
ICE 1 (Name)
ICE 2 (Name)
ICE Etc…….
In an article about I.C.E. that appeared in the
February 2011 issue of this newsletter, we suggested
including the relationship of the contact in the listing.
This is no longer recommended because, in the event
that a cell phone is lost and picked up by an
unscrupulous person, a contact whose relationship to
the cell phone’s owner is listed could become the
victim of a scam. “ICE” and the contact’s name and
phone number are all you need and that is safer.
It only takes a few minutes to enter this information,
yet having it in you cell phone directory can be
invaluable in the event of an emergency.
If you have trouble programming your phone, ask a
neighbor or see Ken Miller, our property manager.
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M.I. ELECTION 2012
By Ken Keller
The election for four seats on the Board of Directors
took place as scheduled on Thursday, Dec. 13, 2012.
The annual meeting started at 7:00 p.m. and voting
started at 7:15 p.m. We completed voting at 8:30 p.m.
with the majority of votes being cast by 7:40 p.m.
Although only 96 residents showed up for the
quorum meeting, because the 111 bona fide proxies
could be counted as if the residents were physically
present, we were able to hold the election.
We ended the evening with a total of 263 votes cast
either by proxy vote or on Dec. 13 at the clubhouse.
The closeness of the race required multiple counts.
The candidates and the community were notified of
the winners at 10:00 p.m. The newly constituted
Board immediately had its meeting to determine the
officers for the year 2013. (See below for officers.)
We thank the election committee: Dave Aldoroty,
Stan Brizel, Florence Cohen, Doris Davidoff, Rita
Leidner, and Harvey Vetstein.
Thanks also to the volunteers who worked on
election night: Arlene Brizel, Bob Edinger, Ed
Gerard, Sally Galan, Fran Gitto, Bobbie Greene, Jack
Greene, Duncan Hopwood, Arlene Koch, Sy
Lubchansky, Rita Marderstein, Shelly Mehlman,
Ruth Opler, Marvin Sherman and Marcia Vetstein.
Last, but definitely not least, we want to say thank
you to Ken Miller, Bonnie Haberstick and Chris
Lopez. Without their help, we could not have held
the election.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2013
The officers of the 2013 Board of Directors are:
President: Harvey Galan
1st Vice President: Steve Bayer
2nd Vice President: Bill Broth
Secretary: Liz Hopwood
Treasurer: Sy Kugelmas
Assistant Treasurer: Saul Siegel
Member-at-Large: Mark Jaffie
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The Newsletter Staff Remembers
NAOMI MARCUS
A LIGHT HAS GONE OUT
The passing of Naomi Marcus on December 16, 2012
has diminished our lives. For those of us privileged to
know her as neighbor, friend or mentor, she was a
commanding presence. Slight, soft-spoken and
exceedingly private, she was, nevertheless, brilliant,
intuitive and focused in everything she did. She
quickly got to the heart of a subject or problem and
without rancor or criticism helped to solve it. She had
a willingness to listen to everyone’s side and an
ability to find a solution that would work for all.
Naomi kept her own counsel so that few of us knew
how hard she had worked on issues like women’s
rights and civil rights. Until her recent illness, she
maintained a lively interest in national and world
events. She was ageless, a free spirit, an independent
thinker, and most certainly a woman ahead of her
time. Naomi was devoted to her husband, Harold, and
their sons and granddaughter.
In the early days of the Majestic Isles News, Naomi
contributed valued ideas and helped shape policy.
Her news articles were seamlessly written and her
April Fool columns amused us for years. When filler
was needed, Naomi could come up with an original
acrostic, crossword, word find or soduko puzzle. As
editor, she helped make our newspaper an
outstanding com-munity publication and trained the
editors to follow her own high standards.
In our hearts we will always say when faced with a
problem, “What would Naomi do?”

Cheers to a new year and another chance for us to
get it right. ~Oprah Winfrey
Good resolutions are simply checks that men draw on
a bank where they have no account. ~Oscar Wilde
May all your troubles last as long as your New Year's
resolutions. ~Joey Adams
He who breaks a resolution is a weakling; He who
makes one is a fool. ~F.M. Knowles
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December 19, 2012 COBWRA Meeting
at Bethesda Hospital West
BETHESDA HOSPITAL
Bob Broadway, Vice President of Bethesda Health,
welcomed everyone to the new hospital and introduced
Roger Kirk, CEO and President. Mr. Kirk thanked
COBWRA and its leaders for their strong support in
getting approvals for the hospital to be built. Mr. Kirk
stated the hospital opens on Jan 8, 2013 with 80 beds, a
24-hour Emergency Room and a pediatric unit. He
introduced Geralyn Lunsford, Administrator of
Bethesda Hospital West. Then Kay Harvey, Executive
Director of the Bethesda Hospital Foundation,
explained Bethesda is a non-profit community hospital
and community support is how the new hospital will be
paid for. She invited everyone to participate in a benefit
Golf and Tennis Tournament, Jan. 31, at Indian Spring
Country Club. Baseball great Bucky Dent is honorary
chair.
OFFICIALS’ REPORTS
Burt Aaronson was presented with a globe as a token
of appreciation of his service to the COBWRA
community. Chief Todd Blake, PBC Fire Rescue,
explained how the new hospital will help Fire Rescue
get patients to care more quickly. Their crews have been
training and understanding the new hospital’s layout
and meeting the hospital staff. Trauma Hawk tried out
the helicopter pad and was given permission to use that
pad when needed to transport critical and trauma
patients. Captain Mark Murray, PBSO District 6,
reported vehicle burglaries are down but house
burglaries are up. He urged locking house and car doors
and using alarms.
INTRODUCING OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS
Commissioner Steven Abrams, District 4, Chair of
the County Commission, congratulated Bethesda
Hospital and introduced his assistant, “Freddie” Scott.
He said “COBWRA is very credible” and he looks
forward to working with the communities in his new
district 4. Commissioner Mary Lou Berger, District
5, thanked COBWRA for support in the election and
introduced her staff: Senior Assistant Vivian Levia,
Assistant Meaghan White and Secretary Justin Culp.
State Attorney Dave Aronberg thanked COBWRA for
electing him as a State Senator now as State Attorney.
He described the SA changes when he takes office Jan
8. State Senator Joseph Abruzzo, District 25 stated he
will be working on the Condo and HOA bills in the next
session. He introduced his assistant: Emily Slosberg.
State Senator Maria Sachs, District 34, said “Some
organizations build statues. This organization builds a
hospital. That says a lot about COBWRA.” State
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Representative Lori Berman, District 90, said her
office is moving into the Children’s Service Council
building on Gateway & I-95. She introduced her staff:
Victoria Winslett, District Secretary and Abby Ross,
Legislative Assistant. State Representative Kevin
Rader, District 81, recalled the hospital ground
breaking 3 years ago. His staff is Takeata Pang, Legislative Assistant and Anna Sheffield, District Secretary.
State Representative Irving Slosberg, District 91, is
delighted to be serving a great organization. His staff is
Lawrence Victoria, Legislative Assistant. COBWRA
District Maps for the County Commission, State
Senators & Representatives, Congress and the School
Board are online in color at www.cobwra.org.
COBWRA REPORTS
President Stuart Caine announced the Board elected
Joan Brunswick as a Director to fulfill the remaining
term of Stan Kazerman, who passed away last month.
Past President Ken Lassiter introduced Mrs. Janet
Carrington Ellis, daughter of Dr. Richard Carrington,
Founder and First President of COBWRA. She said “I
am my father’s daughter and serve as commissioner on
the Royal Palm Beach Planning & Zoning Commission.
In January, I begin my 6th year as president of my 225unit HOA.” Mrs. Ellis continued, “My father would be
very proud of the accomplishments of COBWRA in
fulfilling his vision for West Boynton” Growth
Management, Gerry Morrison reporting. The Delegates
voted to recommend approval of the expansion of
Valencia Assemblage to incorporate 127 more units on
the acreage recently purchased adjacent to the approved
development. The additional Ag Reserve land is
included in the recommendation. The Walmart
grocery store proposed for the NE corner of Military
Trail and Coconut Lane is still under review by the
County. COBWRA requested changes to the plan to
improve traffic safety and flow and to provide more
buffering with the neighboring Oak Run community.
Joan Brunswick announced the Health and Wellness
Symposium, “Oh My Gosh, I’m Going Into The
Hospital!” The panel of experts is from Bethesda
Hospital West and JFK Medical Center. The
symposium starts at 7:00 pm Wednesday evening, Jan
30, 2013 in the Valencia Isles Clubhouse. Come early
for refreshments at 6:30 pm. The public is welcome.
Future Meetings (Open to the public) Jan 3, 6:30 pm:
Growth Management, PBSO District 6. Jan 16, 9:30 am:
Delegates at Valencia Reserve (West side of Lyons Road
south of Boynton Beach Blvd.) Nominations and election of
the 2013 Nominating Committee plus 2013 Legislative
priorities.
—by Ken Lassiter for
www.cobwra.org
www.twitter.com/cobwra

COBWRA Communications
www.facebook.com/cobwra
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA
By Donna Shaneson
The Society of the Four Arts
2 Four Arts Plaza
Palm Beach 33480
561-655-7226
www.fourarts.org
If you want to show visitors the real Palm Beach,
check out these fabulous exhibits. (The facility
includes a library and gardens, and a venue for
concerts.) Through Jan. 20, there is a fantastic
exhibit, “Painting The Beautiful: The Pennsylvania
Impressionist Landscape Tradition.” Admission to
this exhibit is $5. On January 5, admission will
include a gallery talk by Richard Frank, Art
Historian, who will discuss the exhibit. If you love
landscapes, this is the exhibit for you.
The Boca Museum of Art in Mizner Park
501 Plaza Real, Boca Raton 33432
561-392-2500
www.bocamuseum.org
There is a superb quilt exhibit, “Politics Not as
Usual,” at the museum through January 13. These
quilts have something to say and show how women
made their political voices heard. There is a 9/11
tribute quilt made up of quilt blocks from 500 people
from the 50 states and four other countries,
acknowledging the loss of thousands of lives on that
infamous day.
“The Art of Video Games” is a wonderful exhibit for
grandchildren. The exhibit explores 40 years of
evolution of video games, focusing on graphics,
storytelling and player interactivity.
From January 29 through April 21, there will be an
exhibit by the Council of Fashion Designers in
America. For all of you fashionistas, this exhibit will
feature 50 years of fashions and accessories by the
most influential designers of our time.
Don’t forget the Art Deco Festival on South Beach
in Miami Beach, which always takes place on Martin
Luther King Weekend in January (Jan 19-21 this
year). I went last year and really enjoyed the
furniture, old cars, prints and artifacts. Ocean Drive,
where it is held, is closed to traffic, so people can
walk from 5th Street and Ocean to 16th. It is a fine
way to spend an afternoon.

The Morikami Museum and Garden
4000 Morikami Park Rd., Delray Beach 33436
561- 495- 0233
www.morikami.org
Celebrate the Japanese New Year at Oshogatsu,
Sunday January 13 from 10:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. The
cost is $12.00 for adults and $5.00 for children.
Admission is free for members and the children of
members. Experience the Tea Ceremony, children’s
games, drums, dancing, fortune Ttelling and more.
Canyon Town Center Amphitheater
Lyons Road and Boynton Beach Blvd.
www.canyon-towncenter.com
Check this venue for free films and live music events.
Updates about present events and promotions can be
found on the website.
From the office of

Anne Gannon, PBC Tax Collector
Don’t Wait - Pay Online
Avoid wait times in our busy Service Centers by
paying online. We accept online payments for
 Real Estate Property Tax (current year only)
 Current and delinquent Tangible Personal Propery
Tax
 Current and delinquent Business Tax Receipt
Renewals
 DMV tag renewals, including renew for 2
 Renew your Driver License
You must come into one of our Service Centers with
documents required by Homeland Security in order to
get a REAL ID driver license or state identification
card. Veterans must bring honorable discharge
papers to a Service Center in order to get a special
veteran design.
Complimentary 2013 PLANNER & GUIDE
The annual Tax Planner and Services Guide, our
most comprehensive publication, includes useful
information about our services, important deadlines,
and the complete range of payment options. There is
a tear-off listing the requirements and information to
get your REAL ID driver license or state
identification card. You’ll find sections for important
dates, useful tips, and frequently asked questions.
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The Guides are available at all of our Service Centers
and online at taxcollectorpbc.com.

[Type a quote from the document or the summary of
an interesting point. You can position the text box
anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box Tools
tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text
box.]

Al
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INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP
By Al Silverman, Facilitator
We are facing a “fiscal cliff,” (as
Bernanke first called it) as we
approach the deadline date of Dec.
31, 2012, unless Congress and the
President come to an appropriate
agreement on a deficit reduction
and economic stimulus plan.
The Wall Street Journal, as quoted by the Sun
Sentinal on Aug. 5, 2012, summarized the fiscal cliff
as follows: Bush era tax cuts expire, payroll tax cuts
eliminated, debt ceiling may increase, 30 million tax
returns will pay AMT tax up from 4 million.
What is this fiscal cliff that is heralded as a
tremendous threat to our economy? According to
WONKBLOG (The WONKBLOG Group featuring
Ezra Klein in the Washington Post), it involves taxes,
spending, debt ceiling, etc. It has been heralded as a
tremendous threat to our economy.
What happens if we go over the cliff? We will see
tax increases, deficit reduction (with financial
cutbacks) and recession. If no action is taken, then on
or about Jan.1, about $500 billion in tax increases and
$200 billion in spending cuts are scheduled to take
effect, Federal taxes on income, dividends and capital
gains will rise, and the estate tax will revert to a
higher rate and apply to smaller estates.
According to the Congressional Budget Office, that
will cause about a 4% reduction in the GDP (Gross
Domestic Product), more than enough to throw us
into a recession. Both parties agree it should not be
allowed to happen at all. However, it is claimed that
the stalemate is due to political posturing as they wait
to see who will give in or agree to compromise.
Many CEO’s feel these are uncertain times and that it
is prudent to sit on cash and do nothing rather than
expand, create jobs and be stuck with excess
capacity. For example, “That’s the position that
Frank Goodnight, owner of a printing company in
Salisbury, N.C. is taking. He said that he’s got more
business than he’s seen in three years, but ‘we’re not
looking to enlarge until we get a better handle on the
economy.’” (dlee@tribune.com)
It appears that heavy tax selling of profitable investments is continuing as a result of the looming higher
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tax rates in 2013. And all of this is because of political posturing.
Oh! I said that, but it is worth repeating, repeating,
and repeating!!! Who is right? Who is wrong? It does
not matter. The country wants and needs a
compromise!!!
Well, the question is what should you do now? If you
are well-positioned with a diverse portfolio of
investments that yield the income (interest,
dividends, dividend-growth, capital gains) you are
satisfied with (and many of these have been
mentioned at our previous meetings), then you may
want to hold tight. On the other hand, you may feel
optimistic that the fiscal cliff will be avoided because
of a possible last minute compromise agreement and
you want to take advantage of lowering market
prices. In either case, don’t panic, go slowly and talk
to your investment advisor. This article was written
for the meeting on Monday, Dec. 10, 2012. By the
time you read this, the issue of the fiscal cliff may be
resolved, one way or the other. Good luck and have
a very happy and healthy new year.

PET PATCH
By Molly
As I’m writing this, my favorite
time of year is almost here – I
LOVE Christmas. The tree Mom
puts up is small but so pretty – and
then I watch to see if she puts
anything under the tree for me.
What I would really like to get from Santa is a red
harness – I think I would look smashing in that! But
then anything Santa leaves for me will be great. But
you won’t see me in a Santa hat like they sell for pets
– no way!
When you read this, Christmas will already be over.
Seriously, I hope you all had a wonderful holiday
season. And most of all, Mom and I wish you a very
Happy and Healthy New Year!
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OUR SLITHERING NEIGHBORS
By Paul Mendelsohn
No, I am not talking about those people we see
walking by our windows as they look for shortcuts. I
am talking about reptiles we may confront in our
gardens, rarely in the grass and yes, occasionally on
our patios and in our garages and houses. The Bible
tells us that the Lord cursed them to slither without
legs as the punishment for that serpent that enticed
Eve to eat that infamous apple.
However, snakes play a very beneficial role in the
ecology. They are a major controller of insects,
rodents, and reptiles, other snakes (including those
that are venomous) and baby alligators. Here in
Florida, of the 45 native species of snakes, only six
are venomous. Four of these dangerous snakes reside
in Palm Beach County.
It is important that you know how to identify these
snakes, how to avoid them and how to react if you
confront one. Most snakes are docile, nonaggressive,
and have as much desire to stay away from you as
you to them.
The precautions you should take to avoid snakes are
few and follow common sense. Do not walk barefoot
in the grass, particularly close to walls, hedges and
gardens. Be careful when picking up large rocks,
flowerpots, sculptures, and logs or other debris.
Wear gloves when gardening. If you see a snake, if it
is a safe distance away, just walk away. Make no
effort to get closer to examine or identify it. If you
are within striking distance of the snake, remain still,
making no sudden movement and remain silent. The
snake will sense your presence and will generally
retreat to avoid you.
If you should be bitten, restrict your movement and
contact 911 immediately. If you possibly can,
identify the snake that bit you. If you do not know
the species, take note of its color pattern and size. A
tourniquet, if available, can be placed several inches
above the bite area (toward your trunk) to reduce the
flow of venom in your veins. A belt or a hair tie may
be used for this purpose. Tell 911 you have placed a
tourniquet above the bite. The operator may give you
additional instructions as to whether or not to keep
the tourniquet in place. Do not make any attempt to
follow the procedure you may have seen in
cowboy movies of cutting an X and sucking the
venom from the bite.
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Florida has the most sophisticated and successful
anti-venom response programs in the Country, and
the 911 operators are skilled at coordinating the
appropriate response team.
Here in Majestic Isles, coral Snakes have been seen,
at least once in a garage. Coral Snakes are the most
venomous species in the United States and one of the
most venomous in the world. Fortunately they are
very secretive and seldom seen. They are found
hiding under leaves, in logs, pipes, and under debris.
At birth they are 7-9 inches long and are miniatures
of the adults, which average 20-30 inches. They are
quite beautiful with bands of bright yellow, black and
vivid red.
Two other non-venomous species have similar
markings, the Scarlet Kingsnake and the Scarlet
Snake. What distinguishes the Coral Snake is that
the yellow and red bands touch each other and the
head is black. To note this, woodsmen created the
couplet: Red on yellow – avoid the fellow!
The Florida Cottonmouth, also known as the
Cottonmouth because of the thick white mucous
seen in its open mouth, is another venomous local
species. It is quite common but, fortunately, seldom
seen or encountered. Cottonmouths are found in or
near water and swim with their heads above water.
They are frequently confused with the much more
common and nonvenomous water snake.
The last two poisonous snakes in this area are both
rattlesnakes, most easily recognizable by the “rattle”
at the end of the tail. When alarmed, a rattlesnake
will warn by shaking its rattle. The Eastern
Diamondback Rattlesnake averages between 3 to 6
feet in length, but is known to grow to 8 feet. A
rattlesnake can strike up to 2/3 of its body length!
The Dusky Pygmy Rattlesnake is much smaller than
its cousin, averaging between 1 to 2 feet long, but is
much more aggressive. This is the only snake in this
group which, if you are within striking distance you
should not remain still but back away quickly being
careful not to make any forward motion with your
arms or hands. It is quite common living in pine
forests and around bodies of fresh water.
Fortunately, though its bite is quite painful and can
destroy tissue, it is usually not toxic.
To see pictures of these snakes on the Internet, go to
http://floridabackyardsnakes.com
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GIVING, GETTING, REGRETTING
By Phyllis M. Cohen
Those long lines at the customer service counters and
refund desks, where customers stand loaded down
with items to return and exchange, are a sure sign that
the holidays are now over. Yes, a lot of those gifts
that were hunted down on Black Friday sales,
searched for in Sunday papers and schlepped home to
be wrapped in a forest of gift wrap and mailed for
exorbitant rates are slowly making their way back to
the stores because they are the wrong size, don’t
work, are unwanted or are too complicated. Other
gifts will languish in closets or drawers to be finally
given away to Goodwill, re-gifted, inherited by some
future heir or forgotten until the recipient moves at
some long distant date.
Giving gifts, or at least the right ones, as you have
probably figured out, is a difficult process. Some
people have the knack and others are clueless. The
clueless ones (present company included) are the
ones making the last minute foray to the mall and
buying the first bottle of perfume or toilet water they
spot or the hideous tie or boxer shorts embroidered
with Santa’s reindeers for some unlucky husband.
Haven’t you ever wondered who buys all of those
boxed bath salt sets, desk calendars and cooking
gizmos that sit on shelves or counters all year? If you
are truly desperate, you may have a super shopper
daughter like I have who thoughtfully polled the
family and sent me an email with a list of everyone’s
gift wants, sizes, and prices and web sites. The
process may be short on holiday spirit, but would I
have ever figured out that my sweet 15-year-old
granddaughter would want a book called “Taking
Care Of Your Horse’s Feet And Teeth” as a gift?
Although we can deplore the commercialism and
materialism surrounding holidays, you cannot argue
with the joy and thrill of choosing the perfect gift for
someone, especially a child. Our whole family still
talks about the year our youngest got his longwished-for Star War’s Death Star Space Station. His
complete surprise and joy in opening the gift, labeled
for his dad to fool him, made the holiday memorable.
Of course, the wrong gift can also be memorable. My
sister remembers her daughter’s reaction to opening a
beautifully wrapped big box containing a dictionary.
“A dictionary is not a present,” she commented
through clenched teeth. And a friend still bitterly
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recalls getting an envelope of MacDonald’s gift
certificates at a kindergarten holiday grab bag and sitting with them as the teacher told all of the excited
children to play with their new toys.
Though we had returned the duplicate coffee pots and
trays we had received for wedding gifts, we held onto
an Italian pottery serving piece that, as newlyweds,
we considered so ugly as to be laughable. The sight
of it always evoked thoughts of the cousin who had
given it to us and lots of funny family stories.
Surprise, surprise! When we went to move, my
daughter discovered it and thought it was so beautiful
that she took it home. Surprise, surprise, our tastes
must have changed because we thought it was
beautiful too.
Other gift faux pas also add to holiday memories. My
daughter remarked one year that I had given her the
same presents, in one form or another, for three
years: a Kathy calendar, a pink sweater and a book. It
was time to revisit that list. Another year, I received a
garnet bracelet from my gift-challenged husband
almost identical to the one I received the prior year. I
guess he figured why tamper with a good thing.
And sometimes you regret not getting the gift so
wanted. Our youngest longed for a sock monkey he
had seen at a holiday craft show with me when he
was six or seven and apparently still talked about it
as he grew older, for he received several in high
school and college. My sister’s grandchild was
called to the phone to thank her for the Lego set (a
smaller version of the one he had asked for) and after
the dutiful thanks he mumbled, “And maybe next
time you can send me the one I want.” No wonder
gift cards and money are so popular! But there is
something to be said for the gift that really strikes a
chord with the recipient, so if you struck out this
holiday season, there’s still next time.
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS
By Bill Harris
Florida is the only state in the country that disposes
of
domestic
wastewater
through deep injection wells.
For more than 27 years,
municipalities in Miami-Dade,
Broward, Palm Beach and 21
other South Florida counties
have been using underground
injection as an alternative to surface disposal of
treated domestic wastewater. There are severe
restrictions on discharge to our pristine waterways or
the coastal ocean. Remember - tourism and clean
beaches are big business in South Florida.
More than 450 million gallons of domestic
wastewater -- about one third of the wastewater
generated in the state -- are injected every day into
geologic formations 2000 to 4500 feet deep in certain
locations known as the “Boulder Zone.” This zone, a
part of the lower Floridan Aquifer, is located well
below groundwater supplies that are now used or
may be used in the future as an underground source
of drinking water (referred to as “USDW"). Drinking
water supply sources, such as our Biscayne Aquifer,
are typically only a few hundred feet deep and far
above the zone of injection (Boulder Zone).
Deep-well injection of municipal wastewater was
originally based on the premise that a confining layer
(clay or shale aquiclude) between USDW’s and the
zone of wastewater disposal would prevent, or at
least retard, the vertical movement of wastewater
upward into present and possible future USDW's.
There really are no typical aquicludes separating
USDW’s from deep zones of wastewater disposal in
most of South Florida. The layer that South Florida
has relied upon to completely confine all fluid
movement is not preventing the wastewater from
three facilities (including Miami-Dade’s southern
district) from moving into the lower USDW. About
40 other Florida facilities inject wastewater into
similar geological formations and the injected fluids
may move into the lower USDW’s in the future.
Operation of Class 1 municipal wastewater injection
wells with fluid movement into a USDW is prohibited by Federal Underground Injection Control (UIC)
regulations. In 2005, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) provided a regulatory
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alternative in 24 specific counties in Florida for Class
1 municipal disposal wells that have caused or may
later cause movement of fluid into a USDW. (See
graphic) It offers owners and operators of these
municipal disposal wells the ability to continue to
operate their wells even if they can’t ensure the nofluid-movement standard, provided they meet new
requirements to treat their municipal wastewater with
pretreatment, secondary treatment and high-level
disinfection prior to injection.
The USEPA has found that high-level disinfection
will inactivate pathogens (i.e. viruses and bacteria)
that the agency has identified as the contaminant in
municipal wastewater that is the greatest risk to
USDW’s. The EPA has also found that pretreatment
programs and prohibitions on wastewater from
significant industrial users have prevented contaminants from getting into wastewater in the first place.
Also, secondary treatment is a critical step in
wastewater treatment prior to high-level disinfection.
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) oversees the program in the state.
In Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties,
limestones of the sole-source drinking water
Biscayne Aquifer overlie those of the Upper Floridan
Aquifer, a thousands-of-feet-thick potential source of
future drinking water supply. Most of the Upper
Floridan aquifer contains brackish water, so
desalination of this water will eventually be required
to meet future drinking water demands.
Contrary to what some people believe, the Lower
Floridan aquifer in our tri-county area into which we
inject our treated wastewater is not a system of
enormous subsurface caverns that we can fill up with
wastewater over hundreds of years. Instead, the
"Boulder Zone" is only a region of highly fractured
limestones through which groundwater is readily able
to move.
The mix of injected wastewater with Boulder Zone
water results in unsaturated waters that can enlarge
limestone solution cavities and “grow” fractures
allowing movement of fluids out of the lower into the
upper Floridan aquifer (USDW).
Will the modifications to the UIC injection well
program prevent the contamination of our future
USDW’s? Or, are they yet another example of a
continuing USEPA mantra, “Dilution is the Solution
to Pollution?”
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson

Remember those hot summer days back north, when
you were out weekend mornings mowing your lawn?
Now, in Majestic Isles, the landscapers are doing this
task and we can sit back, relax and appreciate the
benefits of a well-maintained healthy lawn surrounding our homes.
Have you ever wondered about the history of the
American Lawn or how this “nonsense” started in the
first place? Some scientists believe that humans may
be genetically encoded with a need to surround
themselves with low-growing turf grass. Historians,
however, believe that the human desire for lawns
originated in 17th century Europe, when the ruling
royals flaunted their wealth by surrounding
themselves with lawns. Lawns did a great job of
showing off castles and large estates and also let the
neighbors know that the lawn owner was so wealthy
that he could afford to use the lawn as a playground
(e.g., croquet circa. mid-1800s). It was then, in the
mid 1800s that the desire to emulate upper crust
Europe was in full swing in the United States.
Literate Americans began to see magazine articles
and books glamorizing the lawn as an essential part
of a beautiful home. Thus about 150 years ago, the
lawn craving began. The push mower came on the
scene and almost any property owner who wanted a
lawn could have one. Nonsense or not, there are real
benefits to a well-maintained healthy lawn:
 A green lush lawn creates a space of natural
beauty. Growing grass quickly affects people’s
moods by creating feelings of serenity and privacy.
 Climate is controlled at ground level by turf
grasses as they cool temperatures appreciably, thus

working as exterior air conditioning. “Eight healthy
front lawns have the cooling effect of 70 tons of air
conditioning, enough for 16 average homes.”
 Dust and smoke particles from the atmosphere are
trapped by healthy lawns, which help to make our air
and environment cleaner.
 Ground water is enhanced in two ways by a
healthy thick lawn. Turf grasses increase infiltration
of water and also purify the water as it passes through
and ends up in our retention ponds.
 Noise is absorbed by grassy areas and reduces
excessive sound.
 Turf grasses generate clean oxygen that enhances
the health of humans. “A 50x50 foot lawn produces
enough oxygen for a family of four.”
The University of Florida Cooperative Extension
Service recommends a 4-step program to achieve a
healthy lawn. In February, apply a pre- emergent
‘weed and feed’ lawn fertilizer, in May, just a lawn
fertilizer, in July-August, a lawn fertilizer with pest
and disease control, and, in November, a postemergent ‘weed and feed’ lawn fertilizer. If this
program is implemented in our Community in
conjunction with good irrigation, and proper mowing
techniques, we can all enjoy the above listed benefits
of a beautiful thick lawn with the control of weeds,
pests and diseases.
Is it true “The grass is always greener on the other
side,” i.e., that people always think others live better
in life?
Happy Gardening!
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TAX CORNER
By Mel Burstein

Congress’ delay in finalizing the 2012 tax rules will
affect the filing season. Many taxpayers will not be
able to file their 2012 tax returns early. Tax writers
will not get to work until late December 2012 or
early January 2013. The IRS can’t even prepare the
2012 tax forms until the tax rules are final. The IRS
won’t be able to give precise dates that it will start to
issue refunds. In addition, identity theft is likely to
slow refunds. The IRS will take measures to stop
phony refunds, but as a result it will take longer for
the IRS to issue refunds to taxpayers.
Starting in 2013, the basic Medicare Part B premium
will rise to $104.90, a five dollar a month increase
over 2012. Upper income seniors will pay a larger
Part B premium if their modified adjusted gross
income for 2011 exceeded $170,000 for couples and
$85,000 for single people. Modified adjusted gross
income (AGI ) is AGI plus any tax exempt interest,
interest on EE bonds that’s used for education and
excluded foreign earned income.
Married couples filing separately will be hit hard if
they lived together at any time in 2011. Those with
AGI over $85,000 and up to $129,000 will pay
$272.70 a month for Part B and a $48.30 surcharge
for Part D per month.
The standard deduction for 2012 is $5,950 for single
filers and for married persons filing separately;
$11,900 for joint filers and qualifying widows or
widowers, and $8,700 for heads of household. The
additional standard deduction for the married and
aged and/or blind is $1150 each, for the unmarried
and aged and/or blind is $1,450 each.Personal
exemptions for 2012 are $ 3,800.00 for you, your
spouse, qualifying children and any other qualifying
dependent. Interest which has accrued on Series EE
U.S. savings bonds issued in 1982 is taxable in 2012.
The 2012 standard mileage rate for medicallyrelated use of an auto is 23 cents per mile. The rate
for an auto used for business purposes is 55.5 cents
per mile for 2012, and 56.51 cents a mile for 2013.
The rate for use of an auto for charity purposes is .14
cents a mile.
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Cash basis taxpayers report interest in the tax year
it’s actually or construct-constructively received
regardless of when the interest is accrued on the
debtor’s books. Generally, interest isn’t constructively received if taxpayer’s control of its receipt is
subject to substantial limits or restrictions. Savings
institution interest or interest on life insurance
dividends left to accumulate is considered received
when credited to the account of the depositor
(policyholder) and subject to his withdrawal. Matured
interest coupons are constructively received in the
year they mature unless it can be shown that there are
no funds available for payment of the interest during
the year.

AM I THE ONLY ONE?
By Peter Fazio
We try to schedule multiple doctors’ appointments
between Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve. Those
appointments caused me to ruminate about doctors’
offices protocol.
 So… On my last doctor’s appointment, I arrived
at the front of the building just before another patient.
Being the gentlemen I am, I held the door for the
other patient and let him walk in first. At the elevator,
I politely allowed the other patient to enter first.
When we reached the door to the doctor’s office, you
guessed it; I held the door open. And what did the
other patient do to repay my politeness? He made a
beeline for the reception desk so he could be sure to
sign in ahead of me!
 Very soon after we moved into Majestic Isles, a
neighbor mentioned that many men here were
subjected to nocturnal calls of nature. I can live with
the changes in body management, but really, must I
discuss these symptoms with the very young nurse in
the urologist’s office? I am squeamish enough about
these visits to start with. A detailed discussion with
someone who looks fresh out of grade school does
nothing to relax me for the inevitable poking and
prodding the urologist seems to enjoy so much.
* And finally, can we please work on the scheduling
procedures? I am still trying to figure out how to be
the “first patient of the day.” How is it that the
scheduling person assures me that I will be the first
appointment of the day, but, when I arrive, I am
greeted by three other patients? I wonder who held
the door for them!
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The Reel Story-Abraham Lincoln
By Judy Radin

We have all learned about Abraham Lincoln’s
presidency during the American Civil War and his
mission to end slavery. Most of us studied Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address and learned of the Emancipation
Proclamation as well. What else do we know about
the 16th president of the United States?
The film “Abraham Lincoln, focuses on President
Lincoln’s intense struggle to abolish slavery in
America by working toward passage of the 13th
Amendment to the United States Constitution by
Congress before the Civil War ended. He feared that
passage of the amendment was critical at that time
since, by the end of the war, the Emancipation
Proclamation would probably be discarded by the
courts. Once peace was achieved, the 13th
Amendment would be in jeopardy of being defeated
by the returning slave states.
Politics, even back in the late 1800’s, was a dirty
business, even when the impact on history was later
proven to be for the better. The film shows Lincoln’s
amazing talent for maneuvering politics in order to
achieve his objectives. His sense of timing,
knowledge of each party’s agenda as well as the
idiosyncrasies of each member of Congress, made
him realize that the passage of the 13th Amendment
would assure that former slaves could not be reenslaved. He therefore elicited the help of Francis
Preston Blair, the founder of the Republican Party,
whose influence could ensure the backing of key
Conservative Republican states critical to the passing
of the amendment.
Steven Spielberg deftly depicts Lincoln as a cunning
politician willing to bend the law and make huge
compromises, for the greater good. His choice of the
gifted Daniel Day-Lewis to portray the quiet giant of
a president was brilliant. Day-Lewis surprises us with
his believably quiet tone of voice and humble
demeanor. Look for an Academy Award for this
stellar portrayal.
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Sally Fields offers a compelling interpretation of the
emotionally unstable Mary Todd Lincoln who, during
some lucid moments, shows concern for her children.
Tommy Lee Jones as the anti-slavery lawmaker,
Thaddeus Stevens, steals several scenes in the film.
One brilliant job of acting depicts Stevens as
“blowing his stack” at pro-slavery lawmakers while
he his adversaries bang on furniture and endeavor to
out-shout one another at a session of The House of
Representatives. A strong possibility is Jones’
nomination for an Oscar as Best Supporting Actor for
this dynamic portrayal.
Tony Kushner’s screenplay calls attention primarily
to the last four months of Lincoln’s life, when he
worked relentlessly both to end the Civil War and
ban slavery. The backroom deals and wheeling and
dealing among lawmakers are some of the film’s
most powerful scenes.
A few quick looks into Lincoln’s private life include
the tense relations between him and his wife - as well
as with Robert, his eldest son. However, the human
side of Lincoln was probably best shown as you
follow him at his daily work.
John William’s calming score, along with effective
cinematography and fantastic make-up and costumes
make “Abraham Lincoln” an award winner in several
categories.
This film is a **** presentation. Enjoy it!
*****

Attributed to Abraham Lincoln
• If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?
• Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to
speak out and remove all doubt.
• He can compress the most words into the smallest
ideas better than any man I ever met.
• When you have got an elephant by the hind leg, and
he is trying to run away, its best to let him run.
• Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a
strong impulse to see it tried on him personally.
• If this is coffee, please bring me some tea; if this is
tea, please bring me some coffee.
• Things may come to those who wait, but only the
things left by those who hustle.
alincoln-library.com/abraham-lincoln-jokes.shtml
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TRAVEL INSURANCE TIPS
By Doris Davidoff
Most seniors love to travel. Seniors today are
healthier and more active than in the past, but many
seniors have growing health challenges. These factors
all come together when considering buying travel
insurance when you plan a trip.
I’ve always believed that insurance is something you
hope you’ve wasted your money on, since you hope
that you won’t get sick and need to file a claim.
However, if you do get sick, you will be very happy
if you have purchased insurance. I can tell you many
stories of people who did not, and regretted it. They
became passionate buyers on future trips.
The most costly risks you face if you don’t purchase
insurance are:
 having to cancel your trip after final payment
 needing an emergency evacuation
 needing medical treatment outside the country
The decision to buy or not to buy should be based on
how willing you are (1) to lose all the money you
paid for a trip you have to cancel, (2) to pay
thousands of dollars to be emergency evacuated to a
hospital, or (3) to pay for medical treatments that
your personal insurance doesn’t cover. Many
Medicare Supplemental policies and some others do
not cover treatment outside of the country. If you do
not want to risk these costs, purchase the insurance.
In my 40+ years in the travel industry, I have come
across all of these situations. Those who had
purchased the insurance were a lot less miserable
than those who had to suffer both the challenges of a
bad situation and a major financial hit.
Be very careful when you purchase insurance to
assure you receive a refund and not just a credit for
another trip, since you might not be in a position to
ever take that other trip. Also, make sure that you are
covering all your costs. For example, some cruise
lines and tour operators offer insurance that cover
what you’ve paid them, but not other costs such as
the airline ticket to get there or a pre-cruise hotel.
If you are booking with a cruise line or tour operator
you don’t know well, it is wise to buy insurance from
an insurance company rather than from the travel
provider. Should that company go bankrupt before or
during your trip you will not be covered if you
bought their insurance. Travel agents offer travel
insurance from insurance companies. The policies
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vary somewhat among insurance agencies so you
need to make sure your needs are covered.
Most companies have a wide definition of the people
for whose illness or death you will be protected. This
group usually includes traveling companion, family
members through aunts and uncles (not usually
cousins), and business partners. It does not include
the health or death of your pet, even if that pet is like
a child to you, or your best friend. I had such a case
just this past year, when a woman knew that she
would lose her money but stayed home with her
dying pet.
Pre-existing conditions can be covered if you
purchase the insurance in time. Some companies
require purchase with your deposit, while others
allow purchase up to final payment time.
If you planned a trip with a roommate and your
roommate had to cancel for a covered reason, you
will have a choice of canceling and getting a refund
or taking the trip as a single with the insurer paying
the single supplement.
If you have a question about a specific concern, call
the insurance company for the answer and request
that answer in writing. Write down the date, time and
name of the person with whom you spoke, so you
have some proof should your concern happen and
you need to file a claim. If they will not send you the
answer in writing, send them an email or letter with
your interpretation of what they said so you will have
a written document if you ever need it. If they
disagree with your interpretation, it is up to them to
send you a written response with their correction.
Take a copy of your insurance confirmation with you
on the trip. Make note of the name of the insurance
company and your policy number. If you are part of a
group policy, get the number of the group policy.
You will need that if something happens while you
are traveling. Also, take the phone number and email
address of the insurance company.
Many years ago, my late husband and I wrote a sixpart series on travel insurance for a travel industry
magazine for travel agents, so you can see that I have
only touched the surface of this issue. When in doubt,
assume nothing – check with the insurance company.

22

Majestic Isles News

January 2013

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.

January 2013

Majestic Isles News

HATS OFF TO THE PAST
By Betty Wachtel
A man walking toward me in khaki
shorts, plain white tee shirt and a white
baseball cap tipped his hat and opened
the floodgate to memories. It felt like
forever since I’d seen that gesture,
maybe even the forty-eight years since
my dad died. In the days when almost
all men wore hats, Dad always tipped
his – a felt fedora in winter, a straw in
summer – as he passed other people.
If he knew the passersby, Dad also greeted them by
name and encouraged me to do the same. I was
terribly shy and had the bizarre notion that if people
saw me away from my usual environs – if my
classmates saw me away from school, or apartment
house neighbors saw me in a store or on the street,
they wouldn’t recognize me and would think it
strange that I talked to them. At best, my “Hello
___,” was a whisper. Now I often greet people
without their names because on short notice the name
doesn’t come to my tongue quickly enough. Some
readers may relate to that.
Mom always wore a hat when she went anyplace that
she couldn’t get to by walking. Of course, women
weren’t bound by the “hats off indoors” rule. Upon
entering our apartment, my mother’s sister would
immediately announce, “I’m not taking my hat off. I
can’t stay long.” It didn’t matter how long or short
the visit, it was never long enough to warrant taking
the hat off and then getting it pinned back on
properly. Remember hatpins?
Back then, schools gave us a very thorough
grounding in academics and also insisted on
standards of civilized behavior that would boggle the
minds of today’s youth. Take your hat off indoors?
Why? No way! Of course, many of their grandfathers, the generation I went to school with, now
keep their hats on. They wear caps outdoors to
protect their scalps, and with no convenient place to
put hats or caps in restaurants and other public
establishments, they leave them on their heads. I
wonder what my dad and his peers did with their hats
in indoor public places.
In school, the boys were often targets of a teacher’s
wrath when they didn’t take their hats off as they en-
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tered the school; gentlemen wore hats outdoors and it
was rude to keep them on indoors – no ifs, ands or
buts. What on earth would those teachers make of
today’s youth? The very thought makes me shudder
as I envision the whole lot of them being sent out of
the room again and again and again to reenter
properly, i.e. to remove their hats as they crossed the
threshold. Today, if anybody cared, they’d probably
also have to practice putting their caps on front-side
forward as they left the building.
In first grade, the teacher had us form two lines, then
had the lines practice walking past each other,
keeping to the right. Even in high school, we were
expected to keep to the right in the halls and on the
stairs. Have you been in a school in the last few
decades? The kids are all over the staircase as they
thunder down. When I was working, trying to go up
the stairs as middle-school kids were coming down
was just plain scary. I sure hope they learned to keep
to the right before they got their driver’s licenses.
The man who tipped his hat to me on El Claire Ranch
Road brought back not only memories of my dad’s
actions, but the feeling of walking beside him, aware
of every tip of the hat, aware that because I was a
female he was walking between me and the curb – a
habit men of his generation developed to keep
automobiles from splashing onto the clothing of the
womenfolk, a habit he retained although mud in the
streets was no longer a problem. When I outgrew
holding his hand, he’d reach out to gently guide me
by my arm as we crossed a street, a gentleman
treating me like a lady, a gentleman showing good
manners. Times have surely changed.

The hardest job kids face today is learning good
manners without seeing any.
Fred Astaire
I love everything that's old, - old friends, old times,
old manners, old books, old wine.
Oliver Goldsmith
You can get through life with bad manners, but it's
easier with good manners.
Lillian Gish

.

January 2013

Majestic Isles News

25

MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB

BOOK TALKS
By Judy Markowitz

On Wednesday, January 16 at 2P.M., Jack Greene
will facilitate a discussion of “Once We Were
Brothers” by Ronald Balson.
The story begins with Ben Solomon, an 83 year-old
Holocaust survivor, accosting Elliot Rosenweig, a
respected Jewish civic leader and wealthy
philanthropist at a formal fundraiser, and accusing
him of being a former Nazi SS officer named Otto
Piatek. Rosenweig adamantly denies the accusation.
Ben Solomon is convinced he is right. He hires
attorney Catherine Lockhart to take his case,
revealing that Otto Piatek was abandoned as a child
and raised by Solomon's family only to betray them
during the Nazi occupation. But, has he accused the
right man?
“Once We Were Brothers” is a compelling tale of
two boys and a family that struggled to survive in
worn-torn Poland. It is also the story of a young
lawyer who must face not only a powerful adversary,
but also her own self-doubts.
Two lives, two worlds and sixty years are all on
course to collide in this book, which is both a fastpaced legal thriller and historical Holocaust fiction.
The author Ronald H. Balson, is a Chicago trial
attorney and educator. His practice has taken him to
international venues, including small villages in
Poland, which inspired this novel.
I know it is very difficult at this time to get “Once
We Were Brothers” at the library. Even if you
haven't read the book, please feel comfortable
coming to our January 16 meeting. I have read
dozens of Holocaust books and found this novel well
written and captivating. Once you attend our
discussion, you will want to reserve the book.

The Royals Bowling League
Wishes all our friends and neighbors
A Healthy and Happy New Year

Doris Davidoff
We are very excited to
have our first SOLD OUT
trip — Naples on January
29-30. This trip is a joint
venture with the Snowbirds Club. At the time
I’m writing this, we have
a waitlist of ten people, so it appears that our
experiment of working together with another club has
been a rousing success.
The trip includes roundtrip motorcoach transportation
between Majestic Isles and Naples, a tour of Naples,
lunch, shopping and “Fiddler on the Roof” at the
Broadway Palm dinner theater. On Wednesday, we
start with breakfast and then enjoy a cruise of Naples
Bay and shopping at Miromar, with a discount
coupon booklet, before returning home. All taxes and
gratuities are included in the price. Flyers with the
details are available in the back lobby and you can
book this trip through either club.
We are working now on a prospective trip in the
spring to Savannah. We have had many requests for
this destination and the interest appears to be strong.
We expect to offer a three-night motorcoach trip to
this exciting destination that will include a tour of the
city as well as visits to other fascinating areas in that
region. Details on this trip should be available soon.
The Travel Club is open to all Majestic Isles residents
and their friends and relatives, even if they don’t live
here. Some people seem to have the mistaken idea
that the Travel Club is for singles. We invite
everyone, and most of our trips have a mixture of
couples and singles. Our trips are also wonderful
travel opportunities for some of the many single men
who live here, but we have only seen participation by
a few of them. Our trips include features that appeal
to both men and women.
There is no membership fee to belong to the Travel
Club. We meet monthly, usually on the fourth
Sunday of the month at 11:00am in the Clubhouse.
Check with Channel 63 and visit our website at
www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm to see what
trips are available. You can also view pictures from
past trips. If you like to travel, talk about travel or
just dream about it, come join us at our meetings.
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
General Meeting, December 12, 2012
By Selma Friedman

Imagine the most beautiful rainbow you’ve ever seen,
then another and another. That’s how our tribute to
the rainbow and its spectacular colors began. Thanks
to our wonderful Doris Davidoff for the glorious
power point presentation.
And then the question: “Why are there so many songs
about rainbows?” (Of course, that was our opening
song, “The Rainbow Connection”) Our musical
presentation was off and running. The songs about
rainbows and colors varied in emotions from love,
optimism, humor and nostalgia right through to the
stirring finale “What a Wonderful World,” which
featured a “signing” chorus who “sang” the song with
hand sign language as our singing chorus sang with
their voices.
The concept for this beautiful program was conceived
by Francine Gitto, who also acted as Director and
Stage Designer. Selma Friedman was Music Director
and Iris Rothstein was our Narrator.
The soloists included Ed Bloom, Mel Burstein, Selma
Friedman, Gerry Herman, along with Roberta Jaffie,
Alena Kristal, Nancy Levitan, Sy Lubchansky. Paul
Mendelsohn, Norma Schneider, Fran Silling, Erwin
Silling, Al Silverman, Millie Silverman, Ed Strauber
and Harriet Strauber were additional soloists. Many
of our soloists joined with Ed Gerard, Linda Kessler
and Arlene Koch to give us a solid chorus.
Francine Gitto, Linda Kessler, Nancy Levitan, Joan
Peckins, Barbara Portnoff and Ed Strauber
participated in our “signing chorus. They were taught
and guided by Paul Mendelsohn.
Doris Davidoff served as all-around Producer.
Costumes were made by Liz Hopwood. Buddy Koch
ably handled the audio, and Marty Baron took care of
the spotlight. Milton Swersky was our curtain man,
and stage manager was Seena Calder. Choreography
was originated by Barbara Portnoff and danced by
Linda Kessler. Publicity was done by Mark Jaffie,
and our videographer for the evening
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was Ira Schneider. Stan Rothstein was kind enough to
take “still” pictures of the cast, some posed and some
not. Thank you, everyone, for your time and effort.
Of course there were delicious refreshments after the
program thanks to Marty Baron, Nancy Levitan and
the Hospitality committee.
During the business portion of the meeting, President
Ira Schneider announced that a nominating
committee is being formed to select a slate of officers
and board members for next year. Selma Friedman
and Erwin Silling will represent the present Board on
the committee and they will select three people from
the general membership to complete the committee.
If anyone is interested in joining the committee or
serving on the M.I.L.T. Board, please contact either
Selma or Erwin.

WOMEN'S CLUB
By Ruth Oppler, president
I hope all of you had a nice Thanksgiving as well as
Chanukah, Christmas and New Year.
We regret that our "Welcome Back Luncheon" had to
be canceled because too few people signed up.
Our upcoming events include:
Jan. 7: Installation luncheon at Mama Mia's Trattoria
at Lyons and Hypoluxo. We’ll have a wonderful
speaker, Carol Gross. The flyers are in the back
lobby. Please put your check with choice of entree in
our mailbox in back lobby. Tables of 6, 8 or 10
Feb. 14 is the date of our Valentine's dinner dance at
Delray Country Club. It will be subsidized by Men's
and Women's Clubs, as this is a joint venture. Music
by Larry Brendler. The price for members is $35 and
for non-members it is $40.
March 11: Join us for a free lunch in the clubhouse
sponsored by Jim Mui, Certified Financial Planner
with Raymond James.
It’s time to pay dues of $15. Please put your check in
the Women’s Club mailbox in back lobby.
Please, we need our membership to support us. Our
board works very hard behind the scenes to come up
with our programs. We would love to see new and
longer time residents join us.
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THE MEN”S CLUB
By Joel Cohen
The Men's Club had to cancel the trip to Gulfstream
scheduled for Dec. 20. We are rescheduling a trip to
Hard Rock Casino for January. We will keep you
informed of the date on channel 63.
Gulfstream was not available in January so we will
reschedule for early March to give our seasonal
residents an opportunity to come along.
Our next breakfast will be on Jan. 6 and will again be
a lox breakfast and there will be a speaker.
Remember our Valentine's Day affair being held
jointly with the Women's Club on Thursday night
Feb. 14 at 6:00 p.m. at the Delray Beach Golf Club.
For those interested in going to see the minor league
teams of the Florida Marlins and St. Louis Cardinals
please let me know as the applications for tickets are
coming in during January. The cost is $25 (if they
hold last year’s rate) which entitles you to 20 games
held on Wednesday nights at 6:35 and includes a free
frank and soda. Transportation is on your own.

SINGLES
By Ellin Goldstein
Hope everyone enjoyed a great Christmas/ Chanukah
Holiday. Ours was more than busy!
On December 10 we went to Kravis, thoroughly
enjoying “The Kings Of Swing.” Afterwards we ate
at Calero’s Steak House. We greatly appreciated
Marcia Brandfon who set up the dinner reservations.
In January we will see “Broadway Today” on
January 11 and “Fanfare: For the American Hero,”
featuring Mac Frampton on January 22. After both of
these we will be going out to dinner at restaurants
that have not yet beenselected.
February 6 will have us going to the Culinary
Institute. Tickets are $25; please place checks in the
Singles Box addressed to Marge or me.
Other activities are being planned. As soon as we
finalize them, we will let everyone know. Please let
me know if there any wonderful activities which you
would enjoy.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
If you know of M.I. residents who are not
able to pick up their own newsletters at
the clubhouse, please be a good neigh- bor
and bring one to them.
Please take only one copy of the
newsletter for your own household. Even
better, if you do not want to keep the issue, instead of
throwing it in the recycle bin, bring it back to the
clubhouse rack. We try not to run out, but sometimes
we do and bringing back your used copy helps to
ensure everyone can read the Majestic Isles News.
The newsletter staff can always use new
staff members to write, to type for those
who cannot, to proofread, or to sell
advertising.
Please share your time and your
expertise with the newsletter staff and the
community.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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ART SHOW

HADASSAH
By Ellin Goldstein

By Roberta Jaffie

Our next meeting will be on January 28.
Please be sure to attend.

Once more it is time to gather
up the products of your artistic
endeavors and to think about
what you would like to exhibit
at our annual Majestic Isles Art
Show. The show will be held on Sunday, Jan. 20,
2013, at 2:00 p.m. in the Majestic Isles Ballroom.

Sunday Jan. 13 – 20 will be the
Hadassah/Cancer Cruise on the Allure
of the Seas. Everyone is looking forward to this
annual event. There are still some rooms available. If
you are interested, don’t wait. Book now!!
Hadassah’s card party will take place on January 24
at Lakeview Terrace in Boca Raton. Enjoy a
spectacular buffet with fantastic choices. Get your
groups together and be sure to join us. The event
starts at 10 a.m. and the price is $40. Put your checks
in the mailbox with Joan Shore’s name written on the
outside. All players are welcome: bridge, canasta,
mah jongg, and dominos. There will be vendors and
door prizes. Call Janice Davidson (733-1189) or
Marcia Steiner (752-2165) for further details..
You are invited to attend a barbecue on February 17
Lee Katz’s house. Al Traum and Lee are chairmen of
the event. Arrive at 4:00 p.m. for soda and hors
d’oeuvres followed by a fabulous barbecue dinner.
M.I. Hadassah will honor our 2nd Woman of the Year,
Lee Katz, on Sunday evening, March 3. We’ll have
be a kosher buffet dinner, catered by Ben’s at the
clubhouse. There will be a special journal prepared
to honor Lee, as well, with well-wishers contributing
their good thoughts. Different size ads are available.
Please see flyers in back lobby for prices and
instructions. All ads are due by February 14.
The Florida Atlantic Region is sponsoring a new fund
raising event called “One Less for Lunch.” It will be
held April 18 at Benevento’s and will cost $54.
Hadassah cookbooks have arrived and are available
at $18 each. Call Sheila Traum (742-3727) for
particulars. You do get Donor Credit.
Forms for inclusion in the Hadassah Calendar are
available now. Personal ad forms give 100% donor,
and ads from other sources have 50% donor. I have
the forms, call Ellin (740-9050) or ask me at the
meetings. If you have not yet received your 2012
calendar, please see me.
More exciting events are planned for 2013.

You may show any type of arts and crafts, including
paintings, photography, needlework, ceramics, as
well as jewelry, woodwork and more.
Watch channel 63 for more information and pick up a
flyer in the back lobby. If you have questions, call
Roberta Jaffie at 733-2312.

SNOWBIRDS
By Bobbe Greene
Congratulations to our out-going
president, Mark Jaffie, on his election
to the Majestic Isles Board of
Directors. New officers for the
Snowbird Club will be selected at the
Welcome Back Brunch on Jan. 11.
The brunch is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m., in the
ballroom. Reservations must be in by January 4.
Please put your checks in the Snowbird mailbox in
the back lobby. The price is $10 for members and
$13 for guests and non-members. Please don’t forget
to include your dues, which are still $5 per person.
The bus trip to Naples with the Travel Club on
January 29th is totally sold out. We are anticipating a
really great get-a-way.
Tickets are still available for “Damn Yankees.” The
2 p.m. matinee on Wednesday, Feb. 6, is at the
Broward Stage Door Theatre. Full payment of $34
for members and $36 for non-members is due no later
than Jan. 11. Contact Jack and Bobbe Greene at 7389983 if you have questions. Invite your friends;
everyone is welcome. Put your checks in the
Snowbird mailbox to the attention of Jack Greene.
We wish everyone in Majestic Isles, seasonal and
permanent residents, a happy and healthy 2013.
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SOCIAL CLUB
By Joan Sorkin and Arlene Koch
At our November general meeting the 2013 Board
was announced:
President: Florence Cohen
Vice President:Arlene Koch
Treasurer: Ralph Oppler
Membership: Doris Silverman
Recording Secretary: Sylvia Fefferman
Corresponding Secretary: Helen Aldoroty
Hospitality: Fran Ost
Entertainment Committee: Florence Cohen, Rita
Dick, Arlene Koch and Joan Sorkin,
Members-At-Large:
Rita
Goldman,
Joan
Greenwald, Stella Grattalio, Evelyn Klein, Sheila
Miller and Bobbie Rice.
As we write, we are looking forward to our annual
New Year's party with lots of fun, frolic, good food
and the music and show by "Lawrence of Florida."
With the start of the New Year, let’s hope it is a
healthy one for all.
If your evening is free on Sunday, Jan. 27, join us for
a fantastic evening of entertainment. Start with a
glass of champagne around the pool to celebrate the
opening night of our 2013 series. Then sit back and
be delighted with the varied talents of Earl Turner.
He will delight you with his voice, wow you with his
energy and make you a new fan after his
performance. This is a show not to be missed.
All this is available right in our own clubhouse for
$25 per person. Call Arlene Koch for individual
tickets or tickets for the complete series at $70.
Thank you, Myrna Bader, Marge Chappell and Val
Petroff, for your help in the collection of toys for the
children of Boynton Beach. A big thank you, also,
to Majestic Isles residents for their overwhelming
response to the toy drive. There will be many happy
faces when Santa can add to his bag of goodies.
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MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES
8 p.m. at the clubhouse
With Blue-ray capability, our movies now fill the
screen with wonderfully clear pictures.
SATURDAY., JAN. 5: NEW YEAR’S EVE
In this star-studded romantic comedy, the fates
of a diverse group of New Yorkers are wound
together on New Year's Eve -- including one
expectant couple hoping their baby will be the
first to be born in the Big Apple after midnight.
SATURDAY., JAN. 19: BEST EXOTIC
MARIGOLD HOTEL To make the most of
their meager retirement savings, a group of
British seniors moves to India to live out their
golden years at the Marigold Hotel. But upon
arrival, they discover the once-lavish resort has
wilted considerably.
SATURDAY., FEB. 2: HOPE SPRINGS
Sometimes, the pursuit of happiness leads you to
places you least expect. That's the premise
behind this romantic comedy starring Colin Firth
as a British artist who heads for America when
his girlfriend (Minnie Driver) marries another
man.
SATURDAY., FEB. 16: THE FIVE YEAR
ENGAGEMENT: Jason Segel and Emily Blunt
star in this contemporary romantic comedy as an
engaged young couple who discovers that the
more they get to know each other, the more
unpredictable their commitment to getting
married becomes.
NOTE: We show our films with closed
captioning.
The film descriptions are taken from the Netflix
website.

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children...to leave the world
a better place...to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have succeeded.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson
“It is a bit embarrassing to have been concerned with the human problem all one's life and find at the end that
one has no more to offer by way of advice than 'try to be a little kinder” Aldous Huxley
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M.I. CANCER RESEARCH
By Marilyn Chermak,Claire Deveney,Renee Stichel
Thank you to the 80 members and guests who
attended
the
fundraiser
“Coins for the Cure” brunch
on Sunday, December 16 at
clubhouse. The audience
thoroughly enjoyed being
entertained by The Boca
West High School Musical Theatre Group. Kudos to
fundraisers Marcia Steiner and Suzanne Skinner who
planned this event. Also many thanks to those who
helped with set-up, serving the buffet and clean-up.
Save February 21 for the Member Appreciation
Lunch at clubhouse. Guest speaker John Cutrone, a
staff librarian at Florida Atlantic University, will
discuss “Extraordinary Books.” Price and menu will
be announced soon.
Drop off donations of clothing, shoes, handbags,
accessories and small household items such as small
appliances on or before Tuesday, January 15. You
may take bags of items to Renee Stichel’s home,
5758 Grand Harbour. The Pap Corps is working with
a thrift shop in Lake Worth that will pick-up all the
donations from one location. Additional drop off
dates are February 15 and March 15 at Renee’s
home. For questions call Claire Deveney, 742-7869
or her cell 561-504-3842.
Bring a smile to a child and donate new children’s
books. Books will be given to Alex’s Place at the
Pediatric Cancer Unit, Sylvester Comprehensive
Cancer Center, Miami Hospital. Bring new children’s
books to Renee Stichel’s house.
Dates of future M.I. Cancer Research activities:
Jan. 13-20: Pap Corps and Hadassah Cruise. See the
flyer in back lobby.
Feb. 21: Member Appreciation lunch with guest
speaker
March 7: 11 a.m. Card Party
March 16: Walkathon at FAU

January 2013

MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE
Spares and Strikes
By Dave Feinberg, President

Because of space limitations, I will only report scores
from weeks #11 – 14, with one exception: Eleanor
Krongold bowled a very large 217 game and a 442
series on week 8.
WEEK 11 – MEN:
Al Lynn
Arnie Everitt

HIGH GAME
177
148

Al Lynn
Arnie Everitt

WEEK 11 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME
Estelle Snyder
Shirley Scheffel

179
145

HIGH SERIES

HIGH SERIES

Estelle Snyder
Shirley Scheffel

WEEK 12 – MEN:

HIGH GAME

Al Lynn
Fred Katz

160
160

473
411
416
352

HIGH SERIES

Al Lynn
Fred Katz

440
401

WEEK 12 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Estelle Snyder
Shirley Scheffel
Eleanor Krongold
WEEK 13 – MEN:
Dave Feinberg
Al Lynn

150
136
136

Estelle Snyder
Shirley Scheffel
Eleanor Krongold

HIGH GAME
176
157

Eleanor Krongold
Toni Kohn

154
145

HIGH SERIES

Dave Feinberg
Al Lynn

WEEK 13 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME

HIGH GAME

Al Lynn
Mike Ost

166
159

421
457

HIGH SERIES

Eleanor Krongold
Toni Kohn

WEEK 14 – MEN:

379
361
389

380
325

HIGH SERIES

Al Lynn
Mike Ost

448
376

WEEK 14 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES
Eleanor Krongold
Toni Kohn

142
128

Eleanor Krongold
Toni Kohn

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News.
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This word find puzzle, created by the late Naomi Marcus for the January 2008 newsletter,
called attention to the 2008 M.I. Art Show. We reprise the puzzle in Naomi’s memory.
Don’t miss the 2013 show!

Where Is That Word?
By Naomi Marcus

All the words listed below are spelled out in the puzzle, either vertically, horizontally, or
diagonally. Sometimes they even appear backward. Circle them when you find them. The
leftover letters will spell out the name of a famous American artist. (Answer below .)
Come see the fine work done by Majestic Isles artists and artisans. Our Annual Arts
and Crafts Show will be held at the Clubhouse on Sunday, January 21, 2013.

Words: Arts, Award, Beach, Bunka, Caribbean, Cay, Cocowood, Color, Court, Crafts,
Crystal, ElClair, Emerald, Grace, Grand, Harbour, Island, Key, Light, Lovely, Lush,
Majestic, Murals, Oils, Optics, Palm, Reach, Royal, Rugs, Scale, Seashell, Shade, Show,
Spot, Swaying, Terrace, Woolbright.
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7
10
11
13
14
16
19
20
21
24
27
28
29

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

4:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
Mon.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
Thurs. 7:30p.m
Fri.
11:00 a.m.
Sun.
11:00 a.m.
Mon.
4:00 p.m.
Wed.
2:00 p.m.
Sat.
8:00 p.m.
Sun.
2:00 p.m.
Mon.
2:00 p.m
Thurs. 12:00 p.m.
Sun.
11:00 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
Mon.
11:30 a.m.
Tues.
8:30 a.m.

2
3
4
6
7
8
10
11
14
16
17
18
19
20

FEBRUARY

4
5
6

21
23
24
25

Singles’
Meeting
Social Club
Movietime
Men’s Club
Breakfast
MILT
Workshop
Women’s Club
Installation
Board of Directors
Workshop
Board of Directors
Meeting
Snowbirds
Brunch
Cancer-Hadassah Cruise pickup
Investment Group
Discussion
Book Talks
Discussion
Social Club
Movietime
Association
ART SHOW
Hadassah
Study Group
Hadassah
Card Party
Travel Club
Meeting
Social Club
Showtime
Hadassah
Meeting
Snowbirds and Travel Club Trip pickup

Sat
Sun
Mon
Wed

8:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
Thurs 7:30 p.m.
Fri
4:30 p.m.
Sun
7:30 p.m.
Mon
4:00 p.m.
Thurs 6:00 p.m.
Sat
8:00 p.m.
Sun
12:00 noon
Mon
2:00 p.m.
Tues
7:30 p.m.
Wed
10:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
Thurs. 12:00 noon
Sat
8:00 p.m.
Sun
11:00 a.m.
Mon 11:30 a.m.

(f, h)
(p, h)
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p, h)
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p, h)
(p, a)
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p, h)
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p,a)
(f, h)
(p, h)
(f, h)
(p,a )

Social Club
Men’s Club
Board of Directors
Singles’
Snowbirds
Board of Directors
Singles’
MILT
Investment Group
Men & Women’s Clubs
Social Club
Hadassah
Hadassah
Social Club
Men’s Club
Book Talks
Cancer Research
Social Club
Travel Club
Hadassah

JANUARY

ACTIVITY CALENDAR
January 2013 –February 2013

Movietime
Breakfast
Workshop
Culinary Institute
Theatre Party
Meeting
Meeting
Workshop
Discussion
Dinner/ Dance
Movie Time
BBQ
Study Group
Meeting
Casino Trip
Luncheon
Showtime
Meeting
Meeting

(p, h)
(p, h)
(p, a)
(p, a)
(f,h )
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p, a)
(p,h)
(p, a)
(f, h)
(f, h)
(p, a)
(f, h)
(p, h)
(p, h)
(f, h)
(f, h)

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
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