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MANAGER’S CORNER
Summer is here – or at least the heat of summer is
here, and it’s always a good idea to review a few
safety tips for outdoor activities. We’ve already
experienced record-setting temperatures in the mid90’s in May, and if this is an indication of what
summer will be like, we’re in for a long hot one.
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Outdoor activities take a different toll on us here than
they do up north. Even a few minutes outside –
walking for exercise, trimming up or improving your
landscaping, or strolling to a friend’s house – can leave
you feeling weak and dehydrated. Whether you feel
the effects immediately or not, 90º temperatures plus
high humidity push the heat index (the “feels like” temperature) over 100º. Believe
me, temperatures like that will hit you quickly. It’s always a good idea to have a
bottle of water with you. If you’re planning outdoor activities, make sure you rest
often in the shade or a cool building and KEEP DRINKING WATER.
Summer weather brings another predicament. Warmer Caribbean waters also help
spawn more and stronger hurricanes. I hate to keep bringing that subject up, but it is
a fact of life living in Florida. The National Weather Service is predicting 15 named
storms, with 8 becoming hurricanes. While such predictions often turn out to be
SWAGs (Silly Wild A** Guesses), we still must prepare as if a hurricane was
imminent. I’ve mentioned checking and testing your shutters and generator,
stocking up on non-perishable food a little bit at a time, and planning your
evacuation out of the state or to a shelter if you want or need to do that. In spite of
this and all of the other hurricane information we’re bombarded with starting in
April, many people are still caught off guard when a storm approaches. Think about
how nice it will feel in the event of a hurricane when you can sit home watching TV
as other people wait in long lines for gas or food only to find out that the most
sought-after supplies are all gone.
A final note on hurricane preparedness: take a walk around your house and note all
the decorations, hanging plants, pots, furniture, signs – all the things that can become
projectiles in a storm -- and be ready to remove and store them inside. If you make a
list in advance, you’ll be able to pull the items in efficiently and have more time to
prepare the rest of your house.
Thank you to all who have already cleaned or painted their driveways, cleaned
mailbox posts, repaired or replaced mailboxes, and attended to privacy or atrium
fences after receiving one or more of the letters I sent out in April. Many residents
also took the initiative to check their property and finish maintenance projects
without being notified of a violation. As I drive around, I do notice the
improvements that many residents have made to their properties. In addition to the ;
compliments I receive for the landscaping at the entrance and around the Clubhouse,
I also hear positive comments about the look of the entire property. I take a lot of
pride in the appearance of Majestic Isles and all of these comments only reinforce
my belief that this is a community everyone can be proud to call “home”
Ken Miller, Property Manager
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of
Directors Meeting, May 8, 2008

Documents Committee, Joel Rosenthal:
• Recommended changes turned in to Ken Miller. Board
to receive copies for approval. Thanks to committee.

Minutes of the May meeting will not be available until the
Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform
residents in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and
abbreviated notes below.

Contracts Committee. Joel Rosenthal:
• Contract w/ Hometown Pest Control signed; to start
June 1. Prime Management contract is at Prime.

Committee Reports
Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas:
Operating Accounts a/o May 7, 2008:
Operating accounts
Petty Cash funds
Amtrust Money Market
Wachovia Operating acct.
Suntrust MM (Tree Replacement)
Total in Operating Accts
Reserve Accounts a/o May 7, 2008
Wachovia MM reserve
Commerce Bank MM Reserve
Wachovia Painting & Roof Fund
Amtrust MM
Total in Reserve Accounts
Total All Accounts

$

500.00
39,865.91
250,289.66
30,032.73
$320,688.30

$129,962.36
90,090.50
35,774.78
40,149.54
$295,977.18
$616,965.48

• Wachovia loan a/c closed. Loan payment now
withdrawn from operating checking a/c.
• Unpaid maintenance balance:
$ 10,751.00
• Unpaid vendor invoices:
$ 22,132.41
• Reserve expenditures for April ’08:
$ 5,476.50
Actual expenditures are w/in reasonable compliance w/ ‘08
budget. We are $19,245.42 to the good at present.
• Audit of ’07 being concluded.
Finance Committee, Sy Kugelmas (April):
• Treasurer: Reserve funding to be included in 2009
budget.
• Suggestion to obtain $100,000 line of credit to cover
major damages & cash flow shortages in case of severe
hurricane damages.
Safety & Security, Steve Bayern:
• Reviewed hurricane action plan w/ Bill Broth & Ken
Miller. Meeting w/ Chuck Tear of Emergency
Management set for May 28 at 3:30 PM.
• Reviewing proposal from Devcon for Clubhouse
security cameras.
• Recommend residents add ICE (In Case of Emergency)
to key cell phone contacts. Police & Fire Rescue know to
look for this. For help setting up, go to Office or call Steve
Bayer.
Grounds Committee, Stan Brizel:
• Repairs to bike path completed. Need to replace dead
landscaping at entrance & sod along bike path.
• Reports of irrigation running too long in one area. Board
member should call Ken to shut off pumps w/out
disrupting timers.

ARC Committee, Harvey Galan:
• Met with Hartzell Painting re billing discrepancies &
schedule to refinish patio deck over pool.
• Need new proposal from Hartzell for pool deck; omitted
items must be addressed before deck is refinished.
Clubhouse Committee, Irene Weinstein:
• To residents: Keep outside doors closed so we don’t
waste A/C. Put pool area garbage in, not on, containers.
Close pool gate gently when entering or leaving pool area.
Insurance Committee, Ken Keller:
• Finished preparing May ‘08 to May ‘09 insurance
coverage. ‘07-‘08 policies totaled $52,000. ‘08-‘09
policies will total approx. $46,600 incl. mitigation
inspection required by Citizen’s. Does not include
potential surcharges or increase in cost of inspection.
Committee recommends allocating $50,000 in budgetary.
• Top persons in both 3G & Plastridge agree water leak
claim is valid under our policy. If original adjuster won’t
change his report, w/require another meeting w/ all parties.
• Thanks to committee for all their hard work.
Cable TV Committee, Sy Kugelmas:
• AT&T not yet ready to provide Cable TV service.
• Met with Comcast rep to discuss character generator,
lack of service, technology, call center, & upfront
payments.
Manager’s Report, Ken Miller:
• Hurricane Action Plan info for residents to be handed
out at 5/28 meeting. W/ be in back hallway afterwards.
• Proposal from Hartzell to install 2 railings at ballroom
step; Tabled.
• Tennis court nets need repair/replacement. $190 each to
replace, $75 each to repair. Board agreed to replace nets
after hurricane season.
New Business:
• Motion to allow residents to replace mailboxes w/ either
metal or PVC; Passed 5-1.
• Motion by Stan Brizel to approve permanent generators
that use fuel tanks larger than 17-20 lb “grill tanks,” was
denied by a 2-4 vote.
• Motion to replace Mackail & Sterling with Feigenbaum
& Feigenbaum, PA; Passed 6-0.
• Board approved relocating Pool Rules sign.
• Board agreed to permit Social Club to have Pool Party
July 4, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
• Board directed Ken Miller to remove dirt caused by
bike path repair from resident’s back patio.
• Sy Kugelmas recommends Association have Right of
First Refusal for sale of properties in M.I.
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SAFETY IN THE ISLES

GOOD AND WELFARE
By Steve Bayer

It’s mid-May and I’m at my desk, fascinated by tornado
pictures from Oklahoma to Georgia. This year so far there
have been a little over 600 tornadoes versus a normal year of
just over 300!
Through my experience as an American Red Cross
volunteer, I have first-hand knowledge of the devastation
weather can bring. Most of us living here went through the
‘04 and ‘05 hurricanes Charlie, Frances, Jeanne, Rita and
Wilma. Katrina also hit us a bit on her way to New Orleans.

GET WELL
Enid Bayer
Bernie Bernklau
Mel Burstein
Larry Calder
Stanley Caroff
Norma Gordon
Sid Kaufman

Lee Pinsel
Manny Ross
Joyce Skaler
Irving Sultan
Donald Vandenberg
Marcia Vetstein
Joe Weiss

SYMPATHY

We have been inundated by TV and radio reports telling us
that we have to be prepared. The newspapers are full of
hurricane preparation “tips” and even our own channel 63
has had lists of things to do before the season begins June 1.
Some of you heard a talk at the clubhouse in which Chuck
Tear, Director of Emergency Services for Palm Beach
County, painted a realistic view regarding preparation.

To the family of Ted Charney.
To Sid Contess on the loss of his wife, Fran.
To Mike Rossi on the loss of his mother.
To Diana Schiowitz on the loss of her husband,
Seymour.

But… Have you taken the time to “Make a Plan” of what
you will do when the first storm approaches? Will you get
out of town or batten down the hatches of your homes? If
you are life dependent on electricity or oxygen, will you go
to the Special Needs shelter? Have you a communications
plan designating the out-of-town relative you will call?
Have you notified your friends who your contact is?

I thank all my good friends for their condolences and
donations on behalf of my husband, Jack.
Susan Berger

Have you “Made a Kit” in case there is no electricity for a
couple of weeks. Things like food and batteries, clothes and
cash, so that you could keep yourself comfortable. It’s not
enough to just think about it; you must also gather these
items together.

I just want to thank my friends and neighbors in
Majestic Isles for their good wishes and thoughts
during my recent surgery. Thank you.
Irwin Citron

Are you ready to “Keep Informed” with a NOAA band
portable radio or a battery operated TV with spare batteries?
Remember, CNN and the Weather Channel don’t know
where Woolbright Road is located, so stay tuned to local
TV, not national.
A hurricane is not the only danger out there. We are subject
to the same tornado activity you have recently seen, as well
as house fires and floods. In 1999, Tropical Storm Irene
dropped so much water on Majestic Isles that the water was
within a couple of inches of entering some of our homes.
So please make your preparations NOW, not in the few
days before the storms approach.
Stay safe. If you have any questions, give me a call.

MESSAGES

Your kind thoughts, cards and donations in memory
of Micki are very much appreciated.
Len Black

I thank all our caring friends and neighbors for their
cards and phone calls following my recent surgery.
Sandy Gardner
My family and I truly appreciate your visits, calls,
and donations during our shiva period for the loss of
our beloved father and husband, David L. Grossman.
Elaine Grossman
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length
(30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit articles to
Elaine Jay by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good
and Welfare as the subject.
“COBWRA Highlights” arrived too late for
inclusion in this issue. Please see the back lobby
bulletin board.
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HONORING DAD
By his wife
They say the measure of a man is the way those closest to him see
him. The excerpts below were written years ago, on the occasion of
my husband’s sixtieth birthday.
Our daughter wrote: “… Perhaps you’re doing some reflecting on
things that you wish you had done differently and things that you’re
proud of. When it comes to raising children (if I may say so myself),
I think you’ve done just about everything right. …
…. Now that we’re grown and have our own incomes, you still give
us things…. But you never give us so much as to threaten our sense
of self-sufficiency.
Citing what she referred to as “lack of sexism,” she continued: “ … I
was always included in the backyard touch football games. You
never expected to be waited on. You were a full partner in parenting,
not a shadowy figure in the background.
As a result, I never let other women get away with saying things like
“all men are jerks” – because I have a father and two brothers who
never fail to treat women as full-fledged people.
…The qualities of yours that I most want to emulate, and that I look
for in my friends, are basic decency, tolerance, slowness to
criticize…in short, niceness.”
Our older son recalled a few family tales, the kind of memories that
bring broad smiles to the faces of family members and leave other
people saying, “Huh?” He summed up: “What these stories have in
common is … you’ve given me a sense of independence and self
sufficiency. But from time to time you have given me help without
which I would still be sitting on the side of some road. ”
Our younger son, wrote of his dad’s handling of a touchy situation.
“[That] symbolizes the way you were able to tell me what you
thought was best but still leave me room to make my own decision.
It tells me that you love me enough to let me grow and trust me to
make good choices. It took me a long time to realize the value of
your open handed way of loving. It is a rare talent…. Throughout
my life, you always gave me enough freedom that I didn’t need to
break away violently. I hope I can show [my own children] the
same love, trust and respect that will help [them] to grow to be
independent and responsible adults.”
More recently, while unpacking from a trip to visit our younger son
and his family, my husband found a tiny note stuck into his suitcase.
It said, “Dear Grandpa, You are my best grandpa in the whole
world!!! Love, …”
By any measure, this man is tops.
Happy Fathers’ Day
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Gardening in the Isles
by
Stan Davidson

With the hot summer upon us, drought conditions and
mandated water restrictions still in effect, how do we
manage our Florida lawns? We become frustrated
because we believe that reduced watering frequency
causes lawn damage. Believe it or not, the University
of Florida Extension Service claims that one inch of
water a week is sufficient for a healthy lawn. With
the upcoming rainy season and twice a week
watering, our lawns will survive the Palm Beach
County water restrictions. Let’s review some of the
turf management practices that our community
should follow and is following.

Irrigate Uniformly: Wet checks should be
continually used to ensure proper irrigation
distribution. In addition, sprinkler head and cutout
maintenance are also being performed to ensure
appropriate water distribution.

Mower Height: Mow to the highest recommended
height for St Augustine grass, which is 3½ inches.
Higher mowing encourages the grass roots to grow
deeper which is one of the factors that lead to
improved drought tolerance.

Reduce Fertilization Applications: Fertilizer is
scheduled to be applied 4 times a year to our lawns.
During the hot summer months, June through
September, the community should receive one
application of a combined fertilizer and pest control.
The lower nitrogen content of the combined fertilizer
at times of drought avoids additional stress on the
grass and prevents the grass from burning out.

Sharpen Mower Blades: The mower blades are
particularly important when the grass is under stress
from lack of water. The fact is that a grass leaf cut by
a sharp mower blade will heal faster and require less
water than a grass leaf ripped by a dull mower blade.
Adjust Irrigation Frequency: Currently our
community irrigation system has been programmed
for twice a week. The system should be adjusted to
provide at least one inch of water weekly and we
should employ rain sensors on our irrigation system
to monitor this. Deep grass roots can generally be
achieved by applying ½ inch of water each time you
irrigate. Calibrate the sprinkler system periodically to
make adjustments.

Irrigate Early: To properly irrigate the entire
community, watering should be done during the
evening and early morning hours. Irrigating too late
in the day can cause fungal diseases. Sprinklers
operating during the heat of the day will waste water
because of evaporation.

Postpone Weed Eradication Applications: Our preemergent and post-emergent weed killer applications
in combination with fertilizer are scheduled for
February and November, respectively. The cooler
temperatures in February and November allow the
use of Atrazine, a component of weed and feed,
because temperatures are generally below 80 degrees.
All of the above turf management measures should
be followed to preserve the health of our lawns. If our
lawns could only speak to us, I am sure that they
would thank us if we adhered to the above lawn
maintenance practices prescribed during the hot
summer months.
Happy Gardening!!
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA
By Donna Shaneson
This will be my “Summer Fun in Florida” column
although I am headed north to sunny Long Beach,
New York for the summer.
The other day I discovered The Girls, an offshoot of
The Boys. I picked the most delicious strawberries,
which are grown in tiers, so I didn’t even have to
bend over. There must be miles of berries and
vegetables! I bought hydroponically grown string
beans and enjoyed wandering among the parrots and
other animals at this wonderful site. The entrance to
The Girls is next door to Dan’s Fans, on Military
Trail a little south of The Boys. Be sure to explore
their organic gourmet country store and to have a
delicious ice cream cone on the way out.
Gulfstream Park on AIA is a nice spot to sit back and
relax for a few hours, while enjoying the ocean’s
breezes. There is a lot of shade, along with barbeque
grills, showers, playgrounds, and the divine Atlantic
Ocean Beach. The park is north of Woolbright; just
pass the Nomad Surf Store and make a left into the
parking lot.
The Morikami has sushi and stroll walks during the
summer evenings. For a schedule, call 495-0233 or
look online at www.morikami.org.
The American Orchid Society of Downtown Delray
offers a boat ride on the Intracoastal at Veteran’s
Park.
If you prefer being inside during the hot summer
months, the Palm Beach History Museum at 300 N.
Dixie Highway is a great place to take the
grandchildren. For information, call 561-832-4164
ext. 110 or go online to www.historicsocietypbc.org
FAU’s 2008 Festival Repertory Theatre will present
the musicals “Carousel” and “Evita,” and the play “A
Thurber Carnival.” The series runs from June 20 to
July 27. Tickets are $20 for one show, $30 for the
two musicals and $39.99 for all three shows. The
schedule and ordering information are available
online at www.fauevents.com or by phone at 800564-9539.
Now is also the time to think about theater
subscriptions for next season. When you subscribe,
you save money on performances. The Crest Theater
is offering their Mainstage Series for $256 for seven
shows, including The Kingston Trio in January and
the Ballroom World Champions. The Crest Theater

can be reached at 561-243-7922, ext. 1 or
www.oldschool.org and is located at 51 N.Swinton
Avenue, Delray Beach.
The Delray Playhouse also offers a wonderful series,
as well as wine and cheese before the plays. See five
shows for just $100. The Musical Memories shows
are a real treat. Phone 272-1281, ext. 4. The theater is
located at 9509 W 9th Street.
Kravis Center offers a special adult series at 11 a.m.
and, for those who don’t want to drive at night, at 2
p.m. For information, go to www.kravis.org or call
561-832-7469. You can subscribe to 6 performances,
with the Adult Series Special.
Same-day discount tickets for many South Florida
events are available at culturalconnection.org.
Many people like to stroll in malls to keep cool and
exercise but you can also stroll in an art museum in
Palm Beach, and enjoy culture at the same time. The
Boca Museum of Art in Mizner Park is lovely. The
Norton Museum of Art in Palm Beach is really a
world-class museum with wonderful permanent
collections, as well as new exhibits each month.
The Flagler Museum, which was the home of tycoon
Henry Flagler, is open to the public free on June 5,
Founder’s Day. There are beautiful lace displays
upstairs and Flagler’s Caboose Train is preserved for
you to walk through. It’s a great day!
The Society for the Four Arts in Palm Beach has free
films, concerts, lectures and art exhibits, as well as a
wonderful library (www.fourarts.org).
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WHERE WERE YOU ON …
By Jim Wachtel
In previous months, there have been two dates to
identify in this column, but somehow one date got
lost last month. Only one person, Josh Katz,
identified the remaining date, October 4, 1955 as the
one time that the Brooklyn Dodgers won the World
Series. Josh doesn’t remember the game, so I guess
I’ll have to do the honors:
The students in my engineering classes at Columbia
had a five-hour break before a 5 p.m. class, so several
of us went over to the West End Bar to watch the
seventh game of the World Series. The West End,
just a block off campus, was a student hangout best
known as a favorite of the first Beatniks, Jack
Kerouac and Allen Ginsberg.
The most dramatic moment of the game was a
running catch by Sandy Amoros, the Dodger’s lefthanded left fielder. The Yankees had two men on
base when Yogi Berra hit a line drive down the left
field foul line. Amoros’s catch kept the Yankees from
tying the game. That was the last gasp for the Yankee
offense in 1955. I still remember Amoros catching
the ball near the left field line. Some baseball experts
maintain that the right-handed player who started the
game could never have made the catch.
Over the years, the legend about the Dodger victory
grew, probably because it was the only World Series
the Brooklyn Dodgers ever won. Three years later
they were the Los Angeles Dodgers.
What do you remember of December 26, 1947? Do
you recall November 2, 1948? If you can identify
one or both of those dates, put your answer(s), along
with your recollections, in the newsletter box in the
back lobby of the clubhouse by July 1.

Hurricane season is here,
If prepared you have little to fear,
Be wary and wise,
Stock up on supplies,
With plenty of pretzels and beer.
Fay Tasse
(My signature is an anagram – see p. 27)
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INTRODUCING…
Irwin And Joan Cetlin
By Claire Deveney
Joan and Irwin Cetlin are soft spoken and personable.
Irwin is sometimes referred to as the “Mayor of the
East End of Emerald Cay Terrace,” because he is
helpful and friendly to everyone. An early riser, he
often brings the trash barrels and recycle bins up
from the curb and places them outside the garages for
his neighbors. Irwin rides his bike in the morning and
he serves as a COP.
Joan, who was born and raised in Cedarhurst, N.Y.,
graduated from Mitchell College, a two-year junior
college, in New London, Conn., where she studied to
be a secretary. In 1967 she began work as a secretary
at the Overseas National Airlines located at J.F.K.
Airport . After earning her Bachelor of Science
degree evenings at Adelphi University, she became
Director of Human Resources. When the airline went
out of business in 1987, Joan took the position of
Human Resources Director at Time Distribution
Services, a division of Time Warner. She worked at
the Time Warner Building at 50th and 6th Avenues in
Manhattan for 10 years.
After the Cetlins came to Florida in 2004, Joan went
to work at the Kings Point Branch of Wachovia
Bank, (formerly World Savings Bank), at Atlantic
Avenue and Jog Road. As a Service Banker, she
opens accounts; she is also a teller.
A native of Brooklyn, Irwin graduated from Wingate
High School and New York City Community College
where he majored in graphic arts and earned his
associate’s degree. Drafted into the U.S. Army, he
served from 1960 to 1962, was stationed at Virginia
Beach, Va., and spent two months near Orlando, FL.,
at the Sanford Naval Air Station during the Cuban
Missile Crisis in 1962.
After leaving the service, Irwin began his career of
over three decades working as a Print Production and
Traffic Manager in advertising agencies of various
sizes in Manhattan. “I used my Graphic Arts training
and eventually put myself out of business by
introducing computers,” Irwin says. “A lot of our
clients were publishers,” he says. “I recall two of the
more famous [books], ‘The Chronicles of Narnia’
and ‘The Best Evidence’ by Paul Lifton about the
assassination of JFK.”
Irwin explains, “What had been hand work, such as
typesetting and page layouts, called mechanicals, and

much of the photography were becoming computerized in the late 80’s and early 90’s. Irwin took
advantage of retraining programs and studied to
become a medical assistant/administrator. He earned
certifications as a phlebotomist and an EKG
technician. From 1994 to 2004, he worked as a
medical assistant/administrator for the Health
Insurance Plan in New York and at the Suburban
Technical School, where he received his retraining.
Following his military service, Irwin married in 1963
and had a son, Royce, who is now 38. He and his
wife, Diana, live in Las Vegas, where Royce works
as an auditing clerk at a hotel. Irwin’s first wife died
in 1984 at age 41, 29 days before Royce’s Bar
Mitzvah. Irwin states, “For five years I was father
and mother.”
Irwin and Joan met in 1987 on the Long Island
Railroad. “We took the same train home from
Manhattan. Later we moved to sit by ourselves,”
they explain. They began to date.
Joan recalled, “At 42 I was content to be single and
had never married.” “One afternoon,” Irwin said, “I
was visiting Joan at her home and I had gone to the
bagel store. When I returned Joan was on the phone
with her mother. After she got off the phone, I asked
her what was happening and Joan responded,
‘Nothing,’ three times. Then she said. “My mother
said, ‘I want to go to a wedding before I die.’” I said,
“It sounds like a good idea to me. How about you?”
Joan continued, “We went out to look at rings and
halls and we were married six months later on Long
Island.” Joan and Irwin, who will mark their 19th
anniversary on June 25, are planning to celebrate
with a trip to Las Vegas.
After living in Oceanside for 15 years after they were
married, they decided to move to Florida, bought
their home in Majestic Isles and moved in four years
ago. Irwin says, “The most important part is the
people in this community.”
Joan enjoys needlepoint as well as count and cross
stitch, and collects Boyds Bears. “Sometimes they
say ‘Take me home,” Joan adds. Among Irwin’s
activities are photography and playing games on his
computer. Joan and Irwin enjoy traveling. Along with
other vacations they have made five trips to Disney
World in Florida.
Irwin and Joan Cetlin are warm, friendly neighbors.
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MORE THAN JUST THE BIG BAND
By Josh Katz
ERA
Betty Hutton was one of
the most colorful singers of
her time. Her sister Marion
found fame singing with
the Glenn Miller band.
Their father abandoned the
family when Betty was
only two years old. In order to support her daughters,
their mother opened a speakeasy in their home where
the kids would perform. They later moved to Detroit,
where at age 13 Betty landed her first professional
job with a summer resort band. She sang with a
number of local bands until she was 15, when she
went to New York to give Broadway a try. Told that
she'd never make it on the stage, she returned home.
Her big break finally came when orchestra leader
Vincent Lopez saw her and her sister perform and
signed them on the spot. Betty soon began making a
name for herself in the entertainment world. Her
animated vocal style was popular with the audience
and she soon overshadowed her sister.
During 1939 she appeared in several movie musical
shorts, and in 1940 she left Lopez for a role in the
Broadway musical revue “Two for the Show.”
Within a short time, she was signed for a part in the
Broadway musical, “Panama Hattie.” In 1941 she
was hired by Paramount for a featured role in the
musical, “The Fleet's In.” She became a screen
favorite and went on to make 14 films over the next
11 years. She also became one of the first artists to
sign with the newly-formed Capitol Records.
Betty's Hollywood stardom came to an abrupt end in
1952 when a disagreement with Paramount caused
her to walk out on her contract. She continued
working in radio and in nightclubs and appearing on
Broadway and TV. In 1967 she was signed to star in
two low-budget Paramount westerns, but she was
fired shortly after starting work. After that her
emotional state began to deteriorate and she had
bouts of drug abuse and alcoholism. A suicide
attempt eventually resulted in a nervous breakdown.
Befriended by a priest, she pulled her life back
together and began working as a rectory cook and
housekeeper in Rhode Island. She enrolled in college
and went on to teach acting.

Hutton lived near Palm Springs, California until her
death in March 2007 from complications from colon
cancer at 86 years of age. None of her three daughters
attended the funeral.
Did you know that Guy Lombardo was
a champion speedboat racer? He won
numerous titles during the 1940s and
1950s, and once held the world record
for speedboat racing.
WHO IS THIS PIANIST?
Here are some excerpts from an obituary of a very
famous jazz pianist:
“Pianist ____, whose formidable jazz talents were
often overshadowed by a ___, died in Rome on
February 3, 2006. He was 78 years old. He had
recently undergone heart surgery and suffered fatal
complications.
“He learned to play the piano while recovering from
a childhood illness.
He first heard jazz music
through some albums that his older brother had
brought and he grew to love the American art form.
By the early 1950’s he had developed a style similar
to George Shearing, although he later assimilated
some of Andre Previn’s sophistication.
“In 1956 he performed at the first San Remo
International Jazz festival, where he garnered much
acclaim and offers to tour. It wasn’t long before the
jazz world began taking more notice of ____. Among
his supporters were Duke Ellington, Dizzy
Gillespie, Lionel Hampton and Chet Baker, who
became a close friend and a frequent musical
associate. _____’s first wife was the sister of Sophia
Loren. His trio recorded for RCA and many of his
albums earned widespread acclaim.”
Who is this mystery jazz pianist?
His name was Romano Mussolini, and yes, he was
the youngest child of Italian dictator Benito
Mussolini. Romano condemned his father’s antiSemitic policies and much of the Fascist platform.
DO YOU REMEMBER?
Archie on Duffy’s Tavern.
Allen’s Alley
Sal Hepatica for the smile of health.
Ipana for the smile of beauty.
Call for Philip Morris.
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BEAUTY IS IN THE EYE…
By Phyllis M. Cohen
I was people watching the other day outside that new
Congress Avenue mall when a young man came
strolling along the parking lot to his car. He was
wearing a tank top and a pair of oversized shorts that
hung so low on his backside that I wondered how
they managed to stay up. They reminded me of those
strapless dresses worn by movie stars at the Oscars
that perch on the very edge of over-inflated bosoms
threatening to pop off at the next big breath. But
getting back to the young man in question, with his
droopy drawers he sported beneath his stylish shorts
a pair of almost skin colored underpants so that he
gave the illusion, from the back, of mooning the
public. When my significant other joined me, I
remarked about my latest sighting and he reminded
me that in Riviera Beach, there was a movement to
ban those draggy bottoms. (The Florida legislature’s
attempt to ban such attire in state schools failed a few
days ago.)
“I don’t know,” I replied, “I’m not too keen on
legislating clothing styles, it’s so judgmental.” And
then I pointed out to him a trio of generously sized
ladies making their way to the mall. All three had
Cadillac–sized rears stuffed into Mini-Cooper sized
blue jeans. “What would you say about those ladies?”
“They shouldn’t even be allowed to appear in
public,” he claimed.
“Wow, harsh.” Just then, a couple of nubile young
things came into view, wearing, between them,
barely enough fabric to clothe a Barbie Doll. They
were a vista of tanned, taunt naked tummies
augmented by shiny navel rings and yards of long
sunburned legs topped by four inches of shorts. “So
what about those girls’ outfits?” I persisted.
“What’s wrong with those?” he said, bemused. I rest
my case.
Nothing is bound to get people more excited than any
mention of dictating clothing choice, or even the
suggestion of it. Try bringing up the idea of school
uniforms at some PTO meeting and watch the cell
phones come out as irate parents start calling their
lawyers on the constitutional rights of their teenagers
to wear tee-shirts with “offensive” messages, or the
aforementioned baggy shorts, or hats in class, or any
of the current fashions so dear to the hearts of our

children. Certainly, any fashion dictates have gone
the way of carbon paper and dial phones and one
dollar a gallon gas.
And not just the kids who are refusing to buckle
under to the fashion police. Listen to the outbursts
from folks when you try enforcing jacket and tie rules
at some community functions. Restaurants in tourist
areas need signs stating, “Shoes and shirts required
for service.” Years ago, some congressmen objected
to visitors in shorts at famous Washington landmarks
and in Congress. “Fagedaboutit.” Here in our tropical
paradise, there was a suggestion at one local
community board that male delegates wear long
trousers instead of shorts to meetings. Some members
found knobby knees and too-short shorts aesthetically
unpleasing. Again, a “no” vote.
If there are any rules about appropriate clothing, it’s
that there are no rules. It wasn’t so long ago that
every woman wore armored undergarments, hose,
high heels and a dress or suit for any occasion more
formal than going to the grocery store. For the guys,
nothing but a suit, tie and dress shirt were acceptable
for evenings out, weddings, theater, or dinner, to say
nothing about work.
But those were the days when Victoria was still
secret. By the 70’s, men’s hair had gotten longer,
women’s skirts had gotten shorter, and blue jeans
became a leisure uniform. With the passing decades,
everyone has become much more casual. Women’s
pants suits replaced the power suits in offices; sport
coats and chinos became acceptable for business
attire. Nowadays, if you see a man in a dark suit, he’s
likely to be foreclosing on your mortgage or
soliciting your vote. And if the latter takes off his
coat and tie and roll up his sleeves, he’s likely to be
smiling and lying about some political issue.
Am I confused about what’s appropriate to wear?
You bet! At a recent wedding, the dress code was
“dressy casual,” whatever that means. So, in the
wedding photos, half the guests, dressed in beads and
sequins or dark suits and ties, (fortunately not the
same guests) looked like they were set for tea at MarA-Lago while the other half, in chinos and bright
shirts, look like the cast of Miami Vice.
But if there’s any consolation in today’s style, it’s
this. By tomorrow, whatever you are wearing today
will be passé.
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Pitt and Angelina and their growing family also get
our attention.

DISHING IN GOSSIP
By Thelma Mechanic
A friend telephones and opens
with “Have you heard?” You
glue your ear to the phone and
wait for more. Almost everybody
gossips; why should you be
different? After all, who wants to
be out-of-the loop on the latest
hearsay?
Walter Winchell, Louella Parsons and Hedda Hopper
(remember them?) were the pioneers, spreading the
gossip in the Daily News, Daily Mirror and JournalAmerican. If you want to delve deeper, it was
probably that snake-in-the grass that hissed to Eve,
“Eat the apple,” and look what ensued.
Winchell defined gossip as the art of saying nothing in
a way that leaves practically nothing unsaid. Gossip
has become a national pastime, as witness the
popularity of the scandal sheets such as the National
Enquirer, the Star and others.
When we were in our schooldays it was fun to pass
notes in class, behind the teacher’s back. Or to
whisper a secret to a best friend that eventually
traveled the circuit of the class. How devastating it
appeared to be at that time.
As young marrieds, grapevine gossip took on a life of
its own in “over the fence” conversations.
At the workplace, it was the water cooler that offered
the opportunity to express or to listen to an exchange
of gossip. Which brings us to the telephone! Oh, the
juicy tidbits that we are able to share in idle moments.
But wait! Now we have the Internet that zips instant
messages with truths and untruths intact and traveling
faster and further than ever intended.
The McCarthy era was a particularly threatening time.
We watched TV with dismay as prejudicial hearsay
impaired and ruined many a reputation.
The Clinton period and his indiscretion with Monica
created a field day for the media. TV and Internet
have created a spot light to the world. No one is
exempt. For example, the Princess Di – Prince
Charles revelations exposed shenanigans behind the
royal façade. Her butler and his servants revealed
stories of indiscretion almost beyond belief. Among
celebrities, never a day goes by without mention of
Brittney Spears, Lindsay Lohan or Paris Hilton. Brad

In politics, rumor flys on all sides. Remember the
controversy over the “WMD” – weapons of mass
destruction? Some claimed they existed, others that
did not. Who was one to believe?
Especially now, during the campaign, we should be
alert to separate rumors and hearsay from the fact.
We heard about Obama’s spiritual minister – and did
he or did he not influence Obama’s views. Then there
was Hillary’s assertion of being fired upon. McCain
too is said to have his faults, like his alleged temper.
So read between the lines folks. Who and what should
we believe?
With a little research, I found that the word “gossip” is
derived from an old English noun “godsibb,” which
means one who is spiritually related to another. It
became a friendly way for women to address each
other. Eventually it developed from just chatting to
somewhat embellished conversations. As time went
on it was more vulnerable to invention because the
talk was off the record and not under oath.
In an obscure book “Gossip: Pathways to Eliminate it
From Your Life” the authors attempt to analyze the
“whys.” They claim we gossip for many reasons. For
one, it’s accepted because everybody does it. We tend
to feel popular when we’re in on the local buzz.
Psychologically putting others down tends to make
one feel up. And yes, men tend to gossip as much as
women, but they call it “shooting the breeze.”
In a recent Sun-Sentinel article, I was amused to read
that doctors and nurses gossip about their patients.
The lingo they use ranges from humorous to
insensitive. They often refer to a patient as an S.O.B.,
which stands for “shortness of breath.” Other uncaring doctors, it’s claimed, refer to a patient by his or
her disease, as “the gall bladder in room 202,” with no
regard for the patient’s name.
This rekindles a story I relish about my dad, also a
physician. A patient’s neighbor pestered Dad for
intimate information about his friend’s illness. Dad
was an ethical M.D and not prone to gossip, but the
neighbor kept pressing him to reveal confidentialities.
Dad simply replied, “Can you keep a secret?” The
neighbor said he could, to which Dad succinctly
replied, “Thanks, so can I.”
Well, it’s no secret that gossip is here to stay. But let’s
please tread carefully and call me if you have an
interesting item. I won’t tell.

20

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles Newsletter.

21

SOCIAL CLUB

INVESTORS CLUB
By Al Silverman, Facilitator
Is the economy turning around? That
was the subject of the discussion on
CNN today (5/15/2008), for the past
few weeks and at our meeting in April.
Well, the marketers -- many financial news reporters,
brokers and analysts -- generally feel that the
“economy is improving.”
With the recent
aggressive moves by Mr. Bernanke, the Fed and
Congress, they are looking forward to a recovery “of
the improving economy” within six to nine months
and are bullish about the stock market by year end.
Many say that now is the time!
Little mention is made by these gurus of the impact
of rising inflation, the horrible national debt, the wars
we are waging, etc. The influencing factors around
the world are so profound and so deep that we who
attended the meeting in April, decided that we would
not be able to draw any conclusions in one month,
which would have been the time to
the meeting in May. We therefore
decided to cancel the May meeting
and to meet again in June -- with a
clear mind and fresh ideas.

MAJESTIC ISLES HADASSAH
By Luise Levine

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (LZW) decompressor
are needed to see this picture.

Here we are headed into summer again,
winding down from a very successful
year. We are blessed to have so many
dedicated and talented workers and
members. Our new board is in place and

ready to go. Congratulations!
If you’re still here, don’t forget the Rosh Hodesh
programs during the summer months. Coming up –
Tammuz – Thursday, July 3 at 10 a.m. at Morikami
Park. Our own Reggie Zimmerman, noted songstress
and lecturer will present a musical revue of the
“Incredible Rescue at Entebbe, a tribute to Yoni
Netanyahu.” This is a most unique program – you do
not want to miss it!
We’re also planning a Hard Rock Casino trip and a
“meet and greet” meeting in July. Watch Channel 63.
We wish you all a healthy and happy summer and
look forward to seeing you soon.

By Florence Cohen, Rita Dick and Sylvia Fefferman
Those of us who attended the April 26 show enjoyed
a spectacular vocal performance by Michael Walters.
“He just blew me away,” stated resident, Estelle
Snyder. Hopefully, we’ll get Mr. Walters to entertain
us again in the future.
We thank our Memorial Day chairpersons, Rita Dick,
Joan Peckins and their committee for their excellence
in creating a wonderful party.
Music, music, music! June promises plenty of good
sounds beginning with our next general meeting on
Tuesday, June 17. Honer’s Heroes, a harmonica trio,
will entertain us. Coffee and…will be served. Please
sign up in the back lobby if you plan to attend.
With summer almost here, the Social Club has
planned some special activities. On June 28, our
show, “Legends in Concert” features impersonators
C. J. King as Connie Francis and Gary L. Moore as
Sammy Davis Jr. It should be a great evening, so get
your checks in early. The cost is $15 per person.
For July 4th we’ll celebrate with a pool party. From 3
to 5 p.m. there will be champagne punch, fruit,
cookies, music and unlimited socializing with friends
and neighbors. At a nominal cost of $4 per person,
come on down for our big splash.
Our entertainment team is scheduling a show for
Saturday, July 26 that is to be announced. Watch for
flyers and channel 63 for details.
Prepare your flowered attire for our Labor Day Luau
on Monday, September 1 when a Chinese buffet will
be served. More updated information will be
forthcoming in the summer newsletter, including
plans for an October 25 picnic.

Planning for the New Year’s Eve bash and the
2009 series is moving along.

Our new bike path is finally done,
Tomorrow I'll try a test run,
On my bike I will ride,
And pedal with pride,
Getting tar off the road should be fun!
Sam Jetic
(My name is an anagram. See p. 27.)
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
GENERAL MEETING, May 9, 2008
By Selma Friedman

I don’t know who had more fun at Karaoke Night –
the performers or the audience. It definitely was a
fun evening and everybody was in the mood to have
a good time, to relax and to enjoy themselves.
Artistic Co-President, Phil Chermak ran a short
business meeting in the absence of Administrative
Co-President Ira Schneider. He then turned the
evening over to Ed Strauber (looking very dapper in
his top hat). Ed was assisted by Jack Moss and
Erwin Silling. Thanks, guys.
Later in the evening Ed explained the term “karaoke”
comes from two Japanese words – “kara” and “oke”,
“kara” meaning empty and “oke” meaning orchestra.
Many from the audience volunteered to participate,
especially for the first song. Ed asked all of us to start
off with “New York, New York.” Next, Isabel
Lubchansky and Joe Bloom paired up. Georgie
Gilbert followed and then there was a line of
continuous volunteers: Mike Ost, Francine Gitto,
Nancy Levitan, Linda Kessler, Al Silverman, Jerry
Blacker, Allen Finer, Selma Friedman, Erwin Silling,
Julie Capozzoli, Herb Levin, Fran Ost, Gilda and
Morris Berman, Estelle and Stan Snyder, Phyllis
Moss, Sy Lubchansky, Marvin Sorkin and Phil
Chermak. Some participated in more than one
number. If anyone’s name was omitted, I apologize.
Of course, the delicious “coffee and” was appreciated
by all, and we had lots of conversation.
Don’t forget our June 8 meeting will be an evening of
improvisations led by Estelle Snyder.
If you missed Arlene Levin’s May cast call for the
November program, call Arlene. In early June, there
another cast call will be announced on channel 63,
this one for a show by Phil Chermak that will be
performed in March ’09.
Come join the fun. We can always use more on-stage
participants as well as more support staff. If you are
interested in performing, writing, playing the piano,
audio or lighting call Phil Chermak. And for a good
time, come to our meetings.

M.I. CANCER RESEARCH UNIT
By Bobbe Greene
Here we are at the end of a very successful season.
Time certainly has a way of flying when you’re
having fun. We want to thank our hard working
board and ALL of our members. Your support is so
important to our cause, and you have certainly
supported our cause by attending functions, buying
boutique items and making donations. Because of
chapters like ours we are proud to say that the
Papanicolaou Corps presented a check for $4,150,00.
to the UM Sylvester Cancer Research Department.
Wow!!
As I write, we’re looking forward to our May 29
farewell meeting, with another sumptuous dessert
spread prepared by our talented board. We’re
looking forward, too, to entertainment by soloist
Franco Corso.
Save the date!!! On August 2 we will hold a Mystery
Night. Watch channel 63 for further information.
Summer might be here and meetings may be over,
but we never stop raising funds for this worthy cause.
Keep in mind that we are still selling:
Bracelets and watches:
Renee (733-2871) or Marilyn (735-0695)
Luggage tags:
Charlotte (732-5512)
Greeting cards:
Harriet (732-3344) or Bernice (742-8474)
Donations:
Fran (733-2240)
Cruise:
Phyllis (733-9446)
I can't believe that the season is over and we are
heading back north. I look forward to sharing more
news with you in the fall. Enjoy a happy and healthy
summer with low temperatures with NO hurricanes.

Remember to check out our web site at
www.majesticisles.com
In addition to photos and other
information, you can view issues of our
newsletter starting with April 2008
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WOMEN’S CLUB

THE SINGLES’ CLUB

By Sandy Gardner and Bernice Kozlin
The Parents' Day Brunch on May 18 at Boca Greens
Country Club was the first attempt at a joint venture
by the Men’s Club and the Women’s Club to
celebrate both Mothers' Day and Fathers' Day. The
feedback is terrific and we look forward to doing it
again next year.
On Friday, June 20, we’ll go on an Intracoastal Boat
Cruise, leaving from Delray Beach. The cost will be
$16 per person, with lunch on your own. Free
parking will be available at Veterans’ Park at Atlantic
Avenue, but car-pooling will be necessary. Please
see the flyers in back lobby of the clubhouse.
Monday, August 11, is the date of our Annual
Summer Canasta Tournament to be held in the
Clubhouse at 12:30 p.m. Price is $7 per person.
Please place all partners' checks in one envelope.
On Friday, September 12, we will be visiting the
Norton Museum. Details to follow.
The Women’s Club still has a supply of Majestic
Isles Cookbooks available for $10 per book. If
interested, please call Sandy Gardner at 740-4079.
We wish everybody a healthy, happy summer.

By Myrna Levine
We've all experienced “cabin fever” in our past lives;
this has now evolved into “Summer Doldrums!”
With the exception of our dinner meeting on
Saturday, June 7 at the clubhouse and the Sunday,
July 13 show “Girls Night” at Rinker Playhouse,
Kravis Center, summer “happenings” may prove to
be quiet.
However, on the far horizon are the following from
the Coalition… PLEASE NOTE: Unless otherwise
stated, for further information on any of the events
listed below, contact Barbara Roland at 369-2772.
Oct. 3: Coral Lakes is sponsoring a getaway to St.
Augustine. Busses leave from Boynton Beach. The
per person cost is $325.00; the single supplement is
an additional $100. For additional info and/or
reservations contact Anchors Away Travel @ 561496-6880.
Nov. 6: Forest Grove at Indian Spring will sponsor a
trip to Norton Museum. The tour begins at 1 p.m.
and the cost is 10.00 per person Please arrange your
own transportation. Lunch is on your own. The café
has a box lunch for $9.95 and a plate lunch at $15.95
plus tax and tip. Reservations must be made by
October 1.
There is a lot more planned for the coming season,
but that’s all for now. CYA.

Book Group information will be on channel 63.

.
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THE MEN’S CLUB

SPARES AND STRIKES
By Sy Lubchansky

The Men's and Women's Clubs’ Parents’ Day Brunch
on May 18th and was a huge success. The location,
Boca Greens Country Club, was lovely. The spread
of food was unbelievable. There were omelet
stations, blintzes, stuffed French toast and too many
different salads to mention. Eddie Michaels
entertained us and he was terrific.
We hope to make this an annual event during the
month of May. We will try to make it as early as
possible in May so that we could have some of our
seasonal residents attend.
The rest of the summer will be quiet for the Men's
Club. If anything comes up we will keep you
informed on channel 63.

By Dave Feinberg

This article was left out of last month’s newsletter
and must still be floating in space.
My sincere thanks to all bowlers of the Majestic
bowling league for giving me a plaque to
commemorate my 10 years of leading this great
league. My wife would also like to thank one and all
for the beautiful flowers that were given to her.
All the winners were given their trophies and cash
awards. The officers of the league bestowed on
Howard Scherer a special trophy for having bowled
a perfect (300) game. Even though it was not bowled
on our league time, we felt it was a feat to be
acknowledged.
I have received notice (as you all know by now) that I
must sign the contract now. The number of alleys
available is limited because of the closing of bowling
alleys in our area. If you intend to bowl with us next
season, you must sign up as soon as possible. We
only have room for 10 lanes or possibly 12. We still
bowl on Tuesday at 12:00 in an open bowling
format. All are welcome.
Have a happy and healthy and safe summer.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
June 1 to August 31, 2008

JUNE
7 Sat., 5 p.m., Singles Dinner, (p, h)
8 Sun., 7:30 p.m., M.I.L.T. Improvisations
15 Sun., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
20 Fri., 1 p.m., Women’s, Boat Ride, (p, a)
28 Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club,
Legends in Concert (p, h)

JULY
4 Fri., Social Club, Fourth of July Party (p, h)
12 Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
13 Sun., Singles 2 p.m., Play, (p, a)
16 Wed., Hadassah, Casino (p, a)
26 Sat., 8pm, Social Club, Showtime

AUGUST
2 Sat., 6 p.m., Cancer, Mystery Night (p, a)
5 Tues., 10 a.m. -2 p.m., Hadassah, Boomerang’s, (p, a)
9 Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night, (p, h)
11 Mon., noon, Women’s Club Canasta Tournament (p, h)
22 Fri., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
27 Wed., Men’s Club, Casino (p, a)

WATCH CHANNEL 63
for additions, cancellations, or changes
in date or time.
For additional information,
please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.

f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home

Answers to anagram signatures:
Fay Tasse=Stay Safe
Sam Jetic =Majestic
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