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Once more, let us take the time to honor the veterans among
us who served so bravely in all of our wars. Several of the
men in our community have taken the time to offer us their
thoughts, recollections, and even some humor about their
time in service.
Jack Lust and his family escaped the Nazi invasion of
Belgium and fled across Europe to the relative safety of North Africa where
they lived in Moador, a port city in Tangiers for over two years. When the
allies defeated the Germans in North Africa, Jack went to work for the U.S.
Navy Police as an interpreter. Eventually, thanks to HIAS, his family reached
the United States where he was drafted into the U.S. Navy due to his previous
experience as a translator.
In spite of his former work, Jack wound up delivering ammunition to the
gunnery crews on the battleship USS Texas that took part in the Normandy
invasion. The ship survived a direct hit in June 1944 and eventually returned
to the U.S. where Jack recuperated in a navy hospital from injuries incurred
while carrying heavy loads of ammunition. He expected to be discharged with
the war over in Europe but instead was reclassified for light duty and assigned
to a destroyer escort sent to Japan two days after VE Day.
For Jack, it looked like the war would never end in spite of the dropping of
atomic bombs, and he and his shipmates waited out their days at sea. They hit
the tail end of a typhoon that ripped off their lifeboats and destroyed one of
their propellers. For two days the men had no food other than black coffee and
crackers while the ship was assailed by huge waves crashing over the decks
and mast as it tried to stay upright. Then they received a coded message that
their ship was drifting into a floating mine field. The Japanese had released
the mines protecting Tokyo harbor right after they had signed the surrender
agreement.
Somehow the ship made its way safely to Yokosuko Bay, the big Navy base
protecting Tokyo, where they waited anxiously for repairs. When the ship
finally returned to San Diego a few weeks later, Jack, overjoyed by the peace
of the setting, felt like kissing the ground.
Harold Geyer enlisted in the Army in World War II, much to his mother’s
dismay. He’d hoped to be a pilot but found himself serving as a radio operator
with ground troops in the invasions along the New Guinea coast.
Harold served two years in New Guinea and landed with troops along the east
coast of New Guinea. The men waited in a ship for allied air force cover
before landing on the coast. The expected cover was late and since Japanese
planes were expected, the men were off loaded into smaller landing craft and
taken ashore. Just as they landed, the Japanese planes attacked and the men
jumped into fox holes for safety. The ship they had just left was hit by enemy
fire and destroyed. That was Harold’s first of many more battlefield
experiences. He is glad to be alive to be able to record this. (Continued. p. 13)
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Unofficial Highlights
M.I. Board Meeting, Oct. 8, 2009
Minutes of the Oct. meeting will not be available until the
Board approves them at the next meeting. To inform residents
in a timely manner, we present the unofficial and abbreviated
notes below.

Treasurer’s report, Sy Kugelmas
Cash on hand & in banks as of Oct. 8, 2009
Operating Accounts
$378,114
Reserve Accounts
195,398
Total Cash
$573,512
• Total maintenance unpaid is $91,271, involving 87
units. Expect to collect from all but the one home
going into foreclosure owing $7,041, including lien
and other expenses.
• Vendors owed $19,487 of which $19,010 is for
balances due on portions of the 2nd floor renovations.
• One hundred twenty-two unit owners signed up for
AutoPay system. New coupon payment booklets will
have mail-in page in back to set up AutoPay. Transactions will be handled directly by Southern Bank.
• Budget for 2009 will run close to the actual
amount budgeted and is currently running at 98%
accuracy rate.
• Budget for 2010 has been fine-tuned and
completed.
Current Operations:
Revenues received thru 9/30/09 $1,333,619
Operating and owners expenses
1,217,837
Net income from Operations
115,782
Transfers to the Reserves
87,517
Revenue over expenditure (9/30/09) $28,265 (2.1%)
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Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein
• Royal Palm at Imperial Seas and Royal Caribbean
Circle appears dead.
Ken Miller will ask
Zimmerman’s to come in as a favor to the
Association and look at the crown of the tree before a
decision is made.
Clubhouse Committee, Irene Weinstein
• Some changes were made to upstairs carpet.
• Waiting for felt for tables.
• Art room will be cleared out for classes.
Insurance Committee, Janice Davidson
• Carrier not renewing Worker’s Compensation
Insurance. Plastridge is looking for a new policy.
• Prime Management will accept the insurance we
currently have.
Cable Committee. Sy Kugelmas
• Contract with Comcast has been signed. They’ll
come in November with the new digital boxes for the
residents.
Old Business
• Motion to approve plantings along Woolbright
wall at cost not to exceed $15,000 passed 6-0.
• Motion to approve fall plantings at a cost not to
exceed $1,200 passed unanimously.
• Sy Kugelmas is working on a new credit application for a copier for the office.
• Ken Miller to look into additional cameras for the
residents’ entrance from Woolbright and perhaps El
Clair entrance and exit gates.
New Business
• Sy Kuglemas to look into postage meter for office.
• Ken Miller to look for hand sanitizer stand for the
Clubhouse.

• Association actively looking for organization that
will do the bookkeeping on a current basis. Received
bids from 6 different companies. No decision made
by Board yet.
COBWRA Report, Steve Bayer
• Traffic signal at Flavor Pict and Hagen Ranch
Roads should be in operation by Thanksgiving 2009.
• The Association hosted flu shots again this year
with 320 people signed up and 240 received the shot.
Security Report, Steve Bayer
• Residents are reminded that the gate cards and
transponders are for residents and immediate family
only and should not be given to aides or vendors.

The list of homes that are on the
schedule for painting and roof
cleaning is posted in the back
lobby.
Harvey Galan, ARC Committee
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
By Joel Rosenthal
As the year 2009 approaches its end, I
would like to take a brief look at some
of the issues addressed by the Board of
Directors during the past year.
Mort Goldstein, working closely with our
landscape contractor, arranged to have several
areas within the community upgraded and to have
the plantings along the Woolbright wall redone. He
recently found an on-line provider of sprinkler
heads to substantially reduce our costs. The
contractor through whom he arranged to provide
mulch resulted in a 50% cost reduction over last
year.
Having Sy Kugelmas and Saul Siegal combine to
handle the finances and bookkeeping for the year
not only saved the community over $10,000, but
provided in-depth reporting of information needed
to maintain costs within our budget.
Harvey Galan once again monitored the painting
program successfully and was instrumental in a
number of cost saving efforts.
Irene Weinstein was assigned the clubhouse and
the second floor renovation. The efforts of Irene
and her committee resulted in a 50% reduction in
the projected budget. The six-month project
included visits to contractor sites and weekly
meetings that were open to all residents and
announced on channel 63. She insisted that all
committee meetings be open, so residents could
listen and give their input during the process.
With this kind of effort by all of our Board
members, working together as a team, I am proud
to report to our residents that we will end the year
with our largest fund balance and reserve fund,
which provides us with the ability to provide and
maintain a beautiful community.

We could certainly slow the aging process down
if it had to work its way through Congress.
Will Rogers
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CITIZENS OBSERVER PATROL
C.O.P. UNIT #74
By Ken Keller, Captain

Suggestion for residents of Majestic Isles:
• Stop at stop signs.
• Do not drive fast.
• If you use a battery operated chair or scooter,
make sure it has bold markings in the back and
lights for the front.
• Be courteous to our walkers and our bicycle
riders when you pass them. Give them room and
slow down.
• Be careful entering and leaving the clubhouse
parking area.
• Do not give out your gate entrance card to
workmen.
• Try to keep your garage door closed.
• Lock your car even in your own driveway.
• Think positive and volunteer for the Citizen’s
Observer Patrol.
• Drive safely.
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WE CARE
By Naomi Marcus and Estelle Snyder
WE CARE is a group of your neighbors who
provide (at no charge) certain services for
residents.
We maintain and lend out a very useful
collection of medical equipment. We have
almost everything from shower seats to wheel
chairs to cast protectors. Call Sid Bedell at 7332123.
We do our best (and usually succeed) in finding
a driver if you need transportation to a medical
facility. Call Herb Friedberg at 742-5766 or
Saralee Weinstein at 733-4403.
For additional information or to volunteer your
services call Fred Oestreicher at 734-5169.
And don’t forget to submit or update those
Emergency Contact forms. Look for them in the
rack in the back lobby and place the completed
forms in the WE CARE box in back lobby.
A Great Idea – Do It Now
Make a list of all those essential cards you have
in your wallet – credit cards, driver’s license,
other I.D. cards, and health insurance cards. On
your list note all membership numbers, I.D.
numbers or other pertinent information. And—
very important!—note customer service telephone numbers (usually found on back).
Put the list in a safe place in your home,
somewhere you will remember to look for it if
ever you need it.
This tip came to me from a friend whose wallet
“disappeared” while she was shopping in a local
supermarket. Her list saved her endless hours of
trying to reestablish her identity in order to
continue all those services we depend upon.
And remember: Be Careful Out There! All it
takes is a purse sitting in a shopping cart (even
while your hand is on the cart’s handle), a
momentary glance at the merchandise on a shelf
or some slight distraction, and a light-fingered
thief is off and away with your wallet or entire
handbag.
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RECYCLE!
Let’s help keep Palm Beach
County green and let’s recycle
as much of our waste material
as possible! Our county’s Solid
Waste Authority has added
items that we can and should
recycle by placing them in our blue bins or our
yellow bins. Here are the new lists:
Place These In Your Blue Bin
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plastic Containers #1-#7
Steel Cans
Aluminum Cans
Aluminum Foil
Aluminum Pie Pans
Drink Boxes
Milk and Juice Cartons
Glass Bottles and Jars

Place These In Your Yellow Bin
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Newspapers
Magazines/Catalogs
Unwanted Mail
School/Office Paper
Phone Books
Paper Bags
All Cardboard Boxes, including beverage
cartons, tissue boxes and dry food boxes
(flattened and cut to 3’ x 3’ maximum)

211
is your 24/7 Helpline for social
services and more.
Call it if you have a problem and need
information or a phone number for
anything in Palm Beach County from
A (Absentee voting) to Z (Zoos).
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“HELP!”
WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
By Thelma Mechanic
If someone needed help in the pool
area, would you know what to do?
This question was posed to “poolgoers” in the course of several sunny
afternoons.
Names are being
withheld, but a summary of the responses follows.
Good intentions were prevalent, but people were
much less certain about how best to help.
The majority said, “I’d call 911,” but not everyone
knew where the nearest phone was located.
Actually, there is an outdoor phone near the
kitchen window.
Many pool-goers said that they would attempt to get
the distressed person out of the pool. How they
would go about doing that was an enigma. Few
admitted knowledge of C.P.R. techniques.
Are you aware of a long pole hanging horizontally
on the fence side of the pool? There is also a lifepreserver attached to a rope next to the pole.
These are emergency aids. Believe it or not, some
thought of these aids as “decorations” – or simply
said they were not aware of them.
For further awareness of pool safety, read Steve
Bayer’s informative article on this page.
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SAFETY IN THE ISLES
By Steve Bayer
We Florida residents are fortunate to have access to a
wide range of water activities. Our affluent aquatic
tradition includes boating, fishing and swimming.
Unfortunately, our love of the water can also pose
serious consequences; water related death and injury
are far too frequent in our state. Drowning is the
leading cause of death among children ages 4 and
under, and among children with special needs. In
Palm Beach County, seniors run a close second in the
incidence of drowning. As frightening as those
statistics are, drowning can usually be prevented.
Why are seniors at risk? Retired seniors are likely to
have more time to engage in recreational activities in
and around water. Frequently, they engage in
swimming as a low-impact exercise. Seniors in
Florida typically live in communities that have
unsupervised swimming pools and they are at higher
risk for cardiac emergencies. Seniors who use
supporting devices to help them walk also have a
higher risk of falling or slipping into the water.
The American Red Cross strongly recommends:
• Never swim alone – have someone with you who
knows how to respond to an emergency.
• Whether you are a swimmer or sunbather, make
sure you know the location of the life ring and the
location of the emergency telephone.
• Children around water require constant supervision; stay within arm’s reach of an inexperienced
swimmer when he or she is in the water.
• Do not rely on flotation devices and inflatable toys.
• Read and obey all rules and posted signs.
• Watch out for the dangerous “too’s” – too tired,
too cold, too far from safety, too much sun, too much
strenuous activity.
• Be aware of the structure of the pool (where the
deep and shallow areas are).
• Use a feet-first entry when entering the water.
• Do not mix alcohol with swimming and other
aquatic activities.
• And, most importantly, Be Prepared - Learn CPR.
The American Red Cross can come to our
community and train our residents and provide
additional water safety tips and rescue skills.
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GOOD AND WELFARE
GET WELL
Sylvia Arbesfeld
Seena Calder
Stan Fox
Herb Friedberg
Harold Garber
Lenore Gerber
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REUNION
By Herbert Mai

Jennie Plateis
Bobbie Rice
Lou Specland
Roslyn Talve
Al Weinstein
Saralee Weinstein

MESSAGES
Words can never express my sincerest
appreciation for all your cards, calls, visits and
get well wishes. What a wonderful community
we live in’
Josh Katz
A tragedy occurred and Majestic Isles was there
for us. Your caring and giving of yourselves
helped to ease the pain. Thanks so very much for
your expressions of sympathy.
Lee and Josh Katz
A heartfelt thank you to all my Majestic Isles
friends for your calls, donations and cards upon
the passing of my brother. Your kindness and
support is greatly appreciated.
Fran Silling
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for
length (30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit
items to Elaine Jay by email at
ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare as
the subject.

Before my friend Dave and I
went our separate ways in
1969, we cut three one-dollar
bills in half. As we each
pocketed one half of each bill,
we promised ourselves that one day we’d reunite
the halves. Dave, who had come to this country
from Argentina at the age of 10, and I, a
Holocaust survivor from Germany, had worked
together and shared a close friendship for eight
years.
After 1969, there was no contact between us,
until my phone rang a few months ago – and
there was Dave! Like me, he’d been wondering
what had become of his friend and his wife had
helped him to track me down. I was delighted to
find that Dave and his wife live only two hours
away from here!
We’ve gotten together three times now. At our
last reunion, Dave and I exchanged the halves of
the dollar bills we’d kept secure for all those
years. Now we have each other’s bills and have
vowed that we will never again let time separate
our friendship.

12

Majestic Isles News

November 2009

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News

November 2009

Majestic Isles News

VETERAN’S DAY (Continued from p. 2)
Jerry Fefferman gives us this story
from his navy days. ”I entered the
Navy right after graduation from
college in 1957. For my tour of
duty I was given several choices. I
asked for a large ship based on the
East Coast but instead was assigned to a destroyer
home-based in San Diego and attached to the 7th
Fleet operating in the Far East.
Although the U.S was not at war, the 7th Fleet
maintained a presence in the Straits of Taiwan to
prevent takeover of the Nationalist Chinese of
Taiwan by the Chinese Communist government on
the mainland. U.S naval vessels, including the
destroyer on which I served, escorted Taiwanese
Nationalist ships bringing supplies to the islands of
Quemoy and Matsu. These two islands, located
between Taiwan and Communist China, were held by
Taiwan, but claimed by the Communist Chinese.
The Communists began bombarding Quemoy and
Matsu with long-range guns, attempting to cut off
supply lines to these islands. There were several
tense moments when Communist Chinese planes
buzzed our ship and patrol boats attempted to block
supplies being brought in to the islands. Fortunately,
there was no active engagement. Being assigned to a
ship having a homeport on the West Coast turned out
to be an auspicious event. I was able to spend shore
leaves in Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Hawaii.
The highlight was a two-day climb to the top of
Mount Fuji.
Marvin Sorkin gives us this humorous narrative. “I
had just finished a Dental Mechanics course at the
local community college, when the Korean War
started. My older brother had enlisted at 17 in World
War II and was still suffering from nightmares. My
mother was determined her "baby" son would not
serve on the battlefield. My father, the neighborhood
"Doc," called in a favor and I joined the Naval Air
Reserve. Hoping to get an interesting port stateside, I
was a little disappointed to be assigned to Floyd
Bennett Field. Anyone who knows Brooklyn realizes
that you don't even cross the water to get there.
The highlight of my career was target practice on
night patrol. Training films always showed the enemy as Asians or Germans. Never did they show the
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real danger at Floyd Bennett – rats, the size of large
cats. I shot at one and missed and had to fill out
seven forms to account for the bullets, and my pay
was docked for them. I’ve bragged that I defended
Brooklyn during the Korean conflict.”

MEET THE NEWSLETTER STAFF
Gerry Herman, along with
the late Betty Katz,
founded the Majestic Isles
News, which has been
published ten times a year
since June 1997.
For
seven years, Gerry both
co-edited the newsletter
and was responsible for
obtaining
the
advertisements
that
support the paper. When she stepped down as coeditor in June 2003, Gerry continued as business
manager.
Gerry and her husband, Norman, who have lived in
Majestic Isles for 13 years, have two daughters and
are the proud grandparents of the four boys and one
little girl. After Gerry met Betty Katz at a painting
class, the two decided to try to provide the
community with a quality newsletter. “Technology
has changed the appearance of the newsletter, but
we’ve always had a terrific staff of people who are
creative and dedicated,” says Gerry. In addition to
her work with the newsletter, Gerry continues to do
watercolor painting and participates in M.I.L.T.
productions.
While our paper is financially self-sustaining, it takes
a lot of work to keep it that way and Gerry puts much
time and energy into retaining “old” ads and
soliciting new ones. It is no understatement to say
that her efforts make the newsletter possible. Gerry
would like additional members of the community to
join her committee and get involved. If you like
conversing with people or have experience in sales,
you'll love doing this job with Gerry. Call her at 3648167, preferably during the day.
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson
Don’t throw it, grow it! Do you know that every day
the kitchen garbage pail contains food scraps that can
be grown into attractive plants? At the next visit with
your young grandchildren you may want to get them
interested in indoor gardening that can flourish on a
windowsill. For example, the sprouting tops of fresh
carrots, beetroots, parsnips and other root vegetables
can form eye-catching foliage. A pineapple top
grown in the same manner forms an exotic
houseplant and it may someday flower and produce
fruit. Look around the kitchen and there are plenty of
other things to experiment with, such as beans, peas,
lentils and the sweet potatoes used in your
Thanksgiving feast.
It is very easy to grow a delightfully fern-like foliage
plant from a carrot, beet, turnip or parsnip top. Cut
about a three-inch section from the top of a very large
fresh carrot. Stand it cut side down in a shallow dish
of water and keep it on your windowsill in full bright
light. Keep the water level topped off and the carrot
will soon sprout foliage. You can make an attractive
single plant hanging display from the carrot. Hollow
out about an inch or two from the top of the carrot to
form a reservoir for water. Insert a metal skewer
through the carrot and attach a string to hang the
carrot foliage side down. Keep the water reservoir
topped off and the foliage will grow upwards around
the carrot top. Exactly the same technique can be
used for the tops of beets, turnips or parsnips. The
beet root is particularly attractive with its red-green
glossy foliage with red leaf veins.

The sweet potato can be grown by placing the whole
potato in a jar of water. Make sure that the bottom of
the potato’s narrow end is down and just touches the
water level. If necessary, use skewers or a cardboard
collar to support the potato in the jar. The sweet
potato requires bright light and warmth to sprout. Cut
off all but one or two shoots if you want a tall
decorative top growth that can be potted to form a
trail around a window frame.
The pineapple is also quite easy to grow from the
sprouting top of a fresh pineapple that we usually
throw into the garbage pail. Slice off the top leaving
about an inch or two of fruit. Trim away the flesh up
to the hard stringy part of the fruit in the center.
Leave it out to dry for two to three days. This helps to
prevent rotting. Remove the bottom leaves and plant
the pineapple in a damp sandy potting mix in a sixinch pot. Keep it moist in a bright warm place. If you
are lucky, it will develop roots and then it can be
treated like any other houseplant. It may take years to
add growth and if you are patient and have a green
thumb it may produce fruit of its own, although that
is highly unlikely indoors.
When attempting to grow from kitchen scraps,
remember: “Every living thing, every person, every
plant, every pet, loves attention and the more
nurturing you provide, the more it thrives.”
Happy Indoor Gardening!
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MORE THAN JUST THE BIG BAND
By Josh Katz
ERA
THE MODERNAIRES
Of all the big band vocal
groups, the Modernaires
are probably the best
remem-bered due to their
association with Glenn
Miller. Originally hailing
from Buffalo, New York,
they made their first
professional appearance
as a male quartet with
Charlie Barnet at the
Glen Island Casino in
1936. They soon joined Fred Waring's radio
program, where they formed part of the vocal group
V-8, a combined effort with Bea and the Bachelors.
In 1937 they recorded with George Hall's orchestra,
and in 1938 joined with Paul Whiteman before
signing with Miller in early 1941.
When singer Paula Kelly joined Miller later that year
she became the fifth member of the group. Singer
Marion Hutton also briefly became part of the
ensemble upon her return to Miller after a leave of
absence in August 1941, though Kelly remained the
female lead. Member Hal Tennyson, who also
played tenor sax, often filled in for sick or absent
Miller musicians and later went on to become a
member of Teddy Powell's outfit.
After Miller disbanded his orchestra when he entered
the service, the Modernaires, without Hutton,
continued performing and recording material, often
with Tex Beneke, who formed a post-war Miller
tribute orchestra.
On a personal note, the gentleman in the upper left
corner of the picture is Chuck Goldstein. Chuck
lived in Paterson, N.J. as I did, and we both
commuted to New York City each weekday morning
on the same train. We always sat in the same seat
which had a tray table – he brought the cards and
Chuck and I had a regular Gin Rummy game going.
As I recall, when it broke up, I owed him about
$15.00. I don’t know if I ever paid him. By the way,
the railroad was the New York, Susquehanna and
Western.
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7 to 10 PM 1950 SUNDAY NIGHT TV LISTINGS
ABC Paul Whiteman; Showtime USA, Hollywood
Premiere Theater; Sit or Miss, Soap Box
Theater
CBS Gene Autry Show, This is Show Business,
The Jack Benny Show, Toast of the Town
(Ed Sullivan)
NBC Leave it to the Girls, The Aldrich Family,
Colgate Comedy Hour, Philco Television
Playhouse
How many of these do you remember?
SINATRA ON THE RADIO (All on CBS)
1942 Reflections – no sponsor
1943 Your Hit Parade – Lucky Strike Cigarettes
Broadway Bandbox – no sponsor
Songs by Sinatra – no sponsor
1944 Frank Sinatra Program – Vimms Vitamins
1945 Frank Sinatra Show – Max Factor
45-47 Songs by Sinatra – Old Gold Cigarettes
47-49 Your Hit Parade – Lucky Strike Cigarettes
49-50 Lite-Up Time – Lucky Strike Cigarettes
50-51 Meet Frank Sinatra – Tintair
I guess Frank had to keep changing his smoking
preferences between Old Gold and Luckies.
ALL IN THE FAMILY
Husband & wife -Ozzie & Harriet Nelson
Husband & wife – Red Norvo & Mildred Bailey
Father & Daughter – Frankie Carle & singer Marjorie
Hughes
Brothers – Bing & Bob Crosby
Brothers – Benny Goodman, Irving Goodman and
Harry Goodman. Irving played trumpet
and Harry played bass in the band.
RADIO BLOOPERS
McPeeters Funeral Parlor came out as McFunerals
Peeter Parlor
Operating on 1430 Kilocycles with 100 pots of
wower.
Happy Long Cassidy will be here to wish you a
hoppy new year.
Enjoy a good smoke – light up, and puff and you’ll
say, my that’s good coffee.
You’ll hear about these wonderful Hostess Cakes
during the curse of the next commercial.
This Washington report has come to you from
reliable White Horse consultants.
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TAX CORNER
By Mel Burstein
Immediately after the June 2009 issue of Majestic
Isles News letter went to press, the rules for Federal
Depository Insurance Coverage (FDIC) were
changed. The old law stated that checking accounts,
savings accounts, certificate of deposits, etc. were
insured up to $250,000 until Dec. 31, 2009. The
change in the law now extends the insurance
coverage up to $250,000 until Dec. 31, 2013.
Many taxpayers will have to file a new Schedule M
when filing their 2010 Federal Income Tax Returns.
Anyone with earned income must use Schedule M to
compute the payroll tax credit as part of the stimulus
bill. Employees (single $400, couples $800) are
receiving their benefit of the credit in advance
through reduced withholding taxes. Self-employed
taxpayers can reduce their estimated tax payments by
the amount of the credit, but they will still have to
file Schedule M.
Under the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of
2008, brokerage firms will be required on and after
Jan. 1, 2011 to report the cost basis of common stock
acquired after that date, as well as the gross proceeds
of sale of the stock to the Internal Revenue Service
on Form 1099-B. Other types of securities will be
phased in over future years.
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by factors other than the price of gold. IRA’s can
own shares of gold mining stock and get the benefits
of long-term capital gain and so can non-IRA owners
as long as they own the shares one year or more.
Gold mining shares can also be purchased through
open-end mutual funds.
There is a hidden sting in the increase in the estate
tax exemption to $3,500,000. If your estate is less
than $3,500,000 and you have a credit shelter trust
and a marital trust (AB Trusts) you may have to
change the terms of the credit shelter trust. If the
credit shelter trust is to be funded with estate assets
equal to the maximum of $3,500,000, and your estate
assets are less than that amount, there will no balance
to fund the marital shelter trust. The result of this
would be that your spouse would receive all of the
income for the balance of his or her life from the
credit shelter trust. The surviving spouse may also
have a right to invade principal, limited to an
ascertainable standard relating to his or her support,
maintenance, health and education. The result could
be that your spouse can be left without any assets
other than his or her own. Check with your attorney
to determine whether or not you have to change the
amount that will go into the credit shelter trust upon
your demise.

If you have a permanent life insurance policy that
you no longer need, beginning in 2010 you will be
able to exchange the unneeded policy for a long-term
care insurance policy tax-free.
Buying gold has been a way to fight inflation. If you
decide to purchase gold you must consider the tax
treatment of the type of gold that you purchase. You
can purchase gold bullion, gold coins or purchase
gold exchanges traded funds (EFT’s) or invest in
gold mine stocks. Bullion is treated as a collectible
under the tax code and cannot receive the benefits of
long-term gain treatment on its sale. All gains of
bullion are taxed at 28%. Since bullion is treated as a
collectible, an IRA cannot own it. If purchased by an
IRA, it will be deemed a current distribution and
included in taxpayer’s current income. Exchange
traded funds are the most liquid way to own bullion.
You can buy and sell ETF’s on the stock exchange.
Gold mining stocks are more volatile than the price
of bullion. Gold mining shares could be influenced
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THE WOMEN’S CLUB

By Donna Shaneson

By Sandy Gardner & Myrna Levine

I found a wonderful web site when searching for
activities in Palm Beach County. Just click on
www.palmbeachculture.com to locate the arts
calendar of The Palm Beach County Cultural
Council. No computer? Call 561-471-2901.

Summer’s over! We hope it was a good one for you
and yours. The Women’s Club, in addition to
providing a way of meeting neighbors and
welcoming new neighbors, has always had a lot to
offer our members and this year will be no exception.

The Society of the Four Arts (561-655-7226) hosts
great exhibits, activities, concerts and films. Their
calendar lists theater, dance, music, film, as well as
museums, kids’ stuff and free events, so it is very
useful when planning for out of town guests or
grandchildren. Their web site (www.pbol.com/4arts)
can also help you find an interesting class or
stimulating event. For example, plan fun, exciting
events such as shark feeding at the Sandoway House,
142 South Ocean Boulevard, Delray Beach, Florida.
“Jazz It Up!” which will take place on Nov. 8, 2009
(561-805-8733) at Wellington Mall, will include performances by Copeland Davis and several other jazz
musicians.
There will be many free Veterans Day concerts in the
area including one in the Mizner Park amphitheater.
For information, call 561-393-7827.
If you miss the excitement of New York City, Bob
Lappin will present a New York night on Nov. 6 at
the Kravis Center ($21-S50 per ticket). The program
highlights music from Leonard Bernstein to Billy
Joel, as well as Tin Pan Alley Broadway favorites.
The Majestic Isles website (www.majesticisles.com)
has links to many of the cultural venues in Palm
Beach County.

We started the year off with a Card Party/Luncheon
at Boca Greens Country Club on Route 441 in Boca.
The luncheon, a sumptuous buffet, was followed by
the game of your choice. We had Canasta, Bridge
and Mah Jongg games set up. Thank you to Sandy
Kastner for a lovely afternoon.
November’s treat is our Welcome Back MEMBERS
ONLY Lunch followed by our guest speaker, Dr.
Robert Watson.
Dr. Watson is a well-known
scholar; public speaker; moderator; author, TV
personality etc and is the Director of American
Studies at Lynn University in Boca Raton. This
marks his third visit to the Women’s Club and the
topic for the day is “Unforgettable Moments in
Campaign History.”
The above takes place Monday, Nov. 9 at noon. The
cost of $12 per person includes a box lunch with your
choice of salads – Greek, Tuna & Egg, or Cobb (no
bacon). Please mark your choice on your check. We
know how popular Dr. Watson is and the afternoon
promises to fill up fast. Seating is limited to what our
ballroom tables will hold and is on a first come first
served basis. NO RESERVED SEATING! Hurry,
hurry! Deadline is November 3.
Our outreach program marches on. Majestic Isles has
been very generous in the past, so we continue to
come to you to collect for the Abused Women’s
Shelter. Items of interest include, but are not limited
to, women’s clothing. Children are involved also,
from babies to teenagers. Books, linens, towels,
pillows, soap, personal toiletries, toys, school
supplies, even an inflatable mattress. Look around!
Collection day is Monday, November 16 between the
hours of 10 a.m. and noon at the entrance to the back
lobby. Thank You.
Membership dues are now due. Join now for $10 per
person and your membership will be good through
December 2010. Use our mailbox in the back lobby.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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MOVIES MOVIES MOVIES

By F. Cohen, R. Dick and S. Fefferman
Our first fall general meeting will be held on
Tuesday, Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. At this time we will
present the slate for the 2010 Social Club Board. We
will be entertained by Al Giallorenzi on the harmonica, accompanied by Evelyn Rombach on the
keyboard.
Please mark your calendar for an
enjoyable evening, including coffee and … Also
please remember to sign up in the back lobby for the
meeting.
Plans for the New Year’s Eve Party have been
completed. Everyone planning to attend this function
should have submitted the final payment. Residents
interested in joining the party should call Rita Dick
(740-0127) to find out if seating is available.

SATURDAY, NOV. 7 at 8 p.m.:
STATE OF PLAY When his mistress is
found dead, Congressman Stephen Collins (Ben
Affleck) tried desperately to protect his name and
career. As journalists Cal (Russell Crowe) and Della
(Rachel McAdams) investigate further, they uncover
an intricate web of lies that stretches to the highest
levels of power. Based on the critically acclaimed
BBC miniseries, this intriguing political thriller costars Helen Mirren, Robin Wright and Jason
Bateman.

FRIDAY, NOV. 20 at 8 p.m.: SUNSHINE
CLEANING Financially on shaky ground, yet
determined to send her son to a top private school,
Ros Lorkowski (Amy Adams) teams up with her
unreliable sister, Norah (Emily Blunt) to start a new
company that specializes in biohazard removal and
crime scene cleanup. Tired of doing all of the work
for other people, whether in her job cleaning homes
or in her failed relationships, Rose is finally ready to
use her entrepreneurial spirit to tidy up her own life.

For those who haven’t purchased tickets for the 2010
Series or for single performances, tickets are still on
sale for residents and also for guests. See details in
flyers in the back lobby or call Arlene Koch (7364315) or Joan Sorkin (733-8380). The good news is
that more comfortable chairs will now be used for
additional seating. We’re looking forward to a great
turnout from the community.
Our movie showings have been well-received at a
cost of $1 per person, including light refreshments.
The films for November are State of Play on
Saturday, Nov. 7 and Sunshine Cleaning on Friday,
Nov. 20. We urge you to check channel 63 for more
information and to sign up in the back lobby for
each movie.
The annual Grandkids’ Party and activities will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 26 and Sunday, December 27.
We’re in the planning stage for these events.
The Social Club welcomes all residents to volunteer
their help for our functions, for without them our
parties would not be as successful as they have been.

Palm Beach County Criminal Court
Docket has scheduled "The Bernstein
Murder Retrial" to be heard in our
Court Room on Nov. 14 and 15 at
8:00 p.m. This is an ADULT comedy
written by Phil Chermak, who also
wrote the original trial. It is being
produced by Marilyn Chermak. Mel Bernstein serves
as music director.

Happy Thanksgiving

M.I.L.T. is sponsoring the comedy and admission is
by ticket only. Checks in the amount of $8 per
person may be placed in the drum in our back lobby.
Please specify your request for either Saturday or
Sunday. Saturday is reserved for residents only, but
guests may attend on Sunday. The earlier you get
your check submitted, the earlier your seat will be
assigned. Please indicate your special needs that we
should consider in seating you.

In M.I. Courtroom:
BERNSTEIN MURDER RETRIAL
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M. I. CANCER RESEARCH UNIT
By Bobbe Greene
Friday the 13th this year will be a lucky day for us. At
noon on Nov. 13 we will present the first fashion
show/luncheon to be held in the beautiful Majestic
Isles ballroom. Our members will model contemporary sportswear and eveningwear. Fashions will be
provided by Patchington's. Lunch will include
platters of sandwiches, salads, fruit, coffee, tea
and....we’ll enjoy a musical interlude. Lovely prizes
will be raffled off. The cost is only $25.00 per
person. Chairpersons for this pleasant day are Enid
Bayer and Rhoda Shenkman.
Please join us in the clubhouse at 10:30 a.m. on
Dec. 20 for the Annual Cancer Sunday Brunch.
Besides the good food, we will also have a great
singer to entertain you. Cost for members is $13 and
for non-members it is $15.
Tickets are on sale for the delightful musical
"Singing In The Rain". There are a limited number of
tickets available so put your checks for $32 per
person in our mailbox in the rear lobby. Mark your
calendars for the 2 p.m. performance on Saturday,
March 6, 2010.
SAVE THE DATE:
Jan. 28, 2010, this year “Coins for the Cure” will be
held in our own clubhouse.
BOUTIQUE:
Jewelry by Bunny Eisenberg; Made to order necklaces, bracelets and earrings designed for you by
Bunny. For more information on ordering your
original piece call her at 740-4975
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
General Meeting, Oct. 11, 2009
By Selma Friedman
"Movie Magic" was certainly a crowd pleaser to say
the least. The audience could not get over the
research done by Arlene and Herb Levin and their
artistic creativity in assembling the material into a
warm, nostalgic look at movies, especially from the
20's and 30's. Arlene has dubbed Ira Schneider as
"computer guru" because of his ability to take their
material and put it together on a DVD for us to see
and hear it clearly and smoothly.
Arlene authored the script and directed the cast.
Herb served as narrator, and we were treated to visits
by Charlie Chaplin (a.k.a. Estelle Snyder) who was
dressed to the nines, and Buster Keaton (ably done by
Erwin Silling who filled in at the last minute). Buster
told us that he started performing at a very young age
and when he took accidental fall. Harry Houdini
exclaimed "What a buster your kid took!" Hence, the
name.
It was quite a pleasure to view vignettes of Charlie
Chaplin's work from "Gold Rush", "The Circus",
"Modern Times" and "Limelight.” We saw Buster
Keaton in a clip from "The Playhouse." But the big
treat, as the audience went "ah,” was definitely the
closing scene from "Casablanca" with the beautiful
Ingrid Bergman, and the riveting Humphrey Bogart,
along with Claude Raines and Paul Henreid.
Ed Strauber and Enid Bayer ably provided technical
support. And the desserts provided by the M.I.L.T.
Hospitality Committee and Marty Baron were up to
their usual standards. Well done, all. Bravo

BOOK TALKS AND MORE
By Donna Shaneson

My luck is so bad that if I bought a cemetery,
people would stop dying.
Rodney Dangerfield
Be careful about reading health books. You may
die of a misprint.
Mark Twain

On November 18, Donna Shaneson will review Dara
Horn’s new book, “All Other Nights.” It is a fabulous
read about the Civil War. It includes spies, love,
secret codes and assassination attempts of Lincoln
and many facts about the Confederacy.
On December 16, a guest speaker, Bonnie Turgow
will lead a discussion on “Resilience,” by Elizabeth
Edwards. Harvey Vetstein will return in January for
another stimulating talk.
Join us for all of these exciting talks and discussions.
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MAJESTIC ISLES HADASSAH
By Bobbe Greene
Because it is such a special deal, the
notice that was in the last issue is being
repeated: Take advantage of the dues
decrease that will only be in effect
until Dec. 31, 2009. Think about it...if
you are not yet a life member this is definitely the
time to consider becoming one. If your dues are now
current you can become a life member for an
additional $214, a saving of $120. Or make your
husband or son an associate, for only $200. What a
great Chanukah gift that would be!!! An added bonus
is that these charges can be put on a credit card.
There will be a full board meeting Monday, Nov. 16
at 10:30 a.m.
Please join us at the next general meeting at 11:30
a.m. on Monday, Nov. 23. Following a light lunch
and the business portion of the meeting we will be
charmed by Gloria Shapiro, a dynamic entertainer.
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SINGLES SCENE
By Thelma Mechanic
Everyone enjoyed the October meeting. There were
delicious box lunches from TooJay's. (Thanks to
Helen Benowich and her committee). Pre-arranged
games followed. For the future, many activities are
being planned or are "in the works". Bring your
ideas to the next meeting; also remember to bring pj's
for JAFCO.
November: No Meeting
December 6: "Laughing Matterz", sold out, The bus
will be at clubhouse at 3:00 p.m.
April 10: Bruce Smirnoff show at Kravis, Rinker
Playhouse. Sign up. We need a minimum of 20
people. Call Roberta (736-6387).
In the works: *Trip to Washington D.C., 4-5 days
*Mystery Bus Ride
Watch Channel 63 for news and updates.

We are continuing to collect cans of tuna for the
Food Pantry of Ruth Rales Jewish Family Service.
Please bring a contribution to the meeting.
Each month the Florida Atlantic Region of Hadassah
celebrates the new moon with a Rosh Hodesh
gathering at the Morikami picnic area. This month
the event will be at 10 a.m. on Wednesday,
November 18. Everyone is invited to join us.
SAVE THE DATES:
Feb. 3, 2010: "Cards and Games" at Benevenuto's.
Feb. 26, 2010: Book and Author Luncheon.

CANDIDATES’ NIGHT
Majestic Isles’ Election Committee
invites you to hear the candidates for
the 2010 Board of Directors
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m.
For pictures and resumes of the
candidates, go to our web site at
www.majesticisles.com

GOURMET CLUB
By Joan Sorkin
Fried Cucumbers, Moroccan
Cheese Cigars and a glass of
good wine started off the
Moroccan Feast on Oct. 10 in
the home of Joan Peckins and
Ted Kotsonis.
A gourmet salad by Judy Zied,
followed by Moroccan chicken with apricots and
olives made by Joan Peckins, stuffed eggplants with
meat made by Flo Kalestein, couscous with a
vegetable mélange made by Seena Calder and bish
stew with potatoes made by Judy Zied rounded out
the meal. The Sorkins could not attend because Joan
was busy sneezing and coughing. Thank you, Jud,y
for making the fish dish.

Dessert of apple walnut pie with ice cream by
Janice Berger was a highlight of the meal. We
are all looking forward to our next get-together
at the home of the Bergers.
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YIDDISH CULTURAL CLUB
By Jerry Raske

By Dave Feinberg

What a lovely evening with a beautiful full moon; a
harvest moon on the second day of Sukkot.
Jack Lust and Reggie Zee (violin and piano) played a
beautiful rendition of Hatikvah.
MEN

After the business functions were completed, came a
great night of music and singing. The entire audience
sang “America the Beautiful,” and then the talented
Bernie Levinson, Dr. Raul Freidkes, and Reggie Zee
gave beautiful performances, accompanied on the
piano by Thelma Fletcher.

WOMEN
WEEK 2 – HIGH GAME
Stan Fox
173
Estelle Snyder
Dave Feinberg 162
Gladys Cohen

222
134

WEEK 2 – HIGH SERIES
Bob Rosenhouch 467
Estelle Snyder
Ted Shapiro
428
Gladys Cohen

468
351

Deepest condolences were offered to Lee and Josh
Katz on the tragic loss of Lee’s beloved
granddaughter Erika Needle.

WEEK 3 – HIGH GAME
166
Gladys Cohen
154
Sandy Gardner

169
139

WEEK 3 – HIGH SERIES
Fred Katz
430
Sandy Gardner
Dave Feinberg 429
Gladys Cohen

374
370

Thanks to Linda Kessler for her very interesting
explanation of her trips to Ellis Island. And our
gratitude to the usual ‘work crew’ who help to make
the meetings so enjoyable – Buddy Koch, Fran and
Mike Ost, Teddy and Florence Lipschitz, Judy Zied,
Leo Zimmerman and to all our dedicated guests and
members.

WEEK 4 – HIGH GAME
Bob Rosenhouch 185
Luise Levine
Bert Stillman
159
Toni Kohn

143
143

Stan Fox
Stan Snyder

WEEK 4 – HIGH SERIES
Bob Rosenhouch 481
Toni Kohn
Bert Stillman
429

Our next meeting is on Sunday, Nov. 1 at 7:30.
And remember, you don’t have to speak Yiddish to
enjoy our meetings.

379

WEEK 5 – HIGH GAME
Stan Snyder
182
Ruth Rossi
132
Bob Rosenhouch 171
Gladys Feldman 125
WEEK 5 – HIGH SERIES
Fred Katz
580
Ruth Rossi
Stan Snyder
476
Marcia Bradfon
Bob Rosenhouch 466

359
351

*******
WHEN INSULTS HAD CLASS:
Andrew Lang (1844-1912): “He uses statistics as
a drunken man uses lamp-posts… for support
rather than illumination.”

MEN’S CLUB
By Sy Lubchansky, President
The Men's Club will have their Bingo night on
Sunday, Nov. 22 at 7:00 p.m.
We are planning our next trip to the Hard Rock
Casino on Wed. Dec. 2, 2009. Please call early (7429695) as the bus usually fills up quickly.
We are considering a 2 or 3 night cruise sometime in
mid April 2010.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
November 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009

NOVEMBER 2009
Nov. 7, Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
Nov. 9, Mon., 11:30 a.m., Women’s Club, Welcome Back Luncheon (p, h)
Nov. 13, Fri., 11:30 a.m., Cancer Unit, Fashion Show and Luncheon, (p, h)
Nov. 14-15, Sat., Sun., 8 p.m., M.I.L.T. “The Retrial of Harry Bernstein” (p, h)
Nov. 16, Mon., 10 a.m.-12 noon, Women’s Club, Collection for Abused Women
Nov. 18, Wed., 7:30 p.m., Association Board, Meet the Candidates (f, h)
Nov. 20, Fri., 8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
Nov. 22, Sun., 7 p.m., Men’s Club, Bingo (p, h)
Nov. 28, Sat., 8 p.m., Social Club, Showtime (p, h)

DECEMBER 2009
Dec. 2, Wed., 10 a.m., Men’s Club, Casino Trip (p, a)
Dec. 6, Sun., 6 p.m., Yiddish Club, Chanukah Party (p, h)
Dec. 13, Sun, 7:30 p.m., M.I.L.T. “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” (h)
Dec. 16, Wed., 7 p.m., Association Board, Board of Directors Eections (h)
Dec. 18, Fri., 11 a.m., Snowbirds, Welcome Back Brunch (p, h)
8 p.m., Social Club, Movie Night (p, h)
Dec. 20, Sun., 10:30 a.m., Cancer Unit, Brunch (p, h)
7 p.m., Men’s Club, Bingo (p, h)
Dec. 26, 27, Sat. and Sun., Social Club, Grandkid’s Party (h)
Dec. 31, Thurs., (time TBA). Social Club, New Year’s Eve Party (p,h)

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
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