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MANAGER’S CORNER
South Florida is a swamp. It was a swamp before we
got here and it will be a swamp after we‟re gone. It‟s
just a fact. As is the case in any swamp or any area
with standing water, mosquitoes are also a fact. They
lay their eggs in standing water and it takes three to
four days for them to hatch into mosquitoes. Any
water that stands for more than four days is a
breeding ground. This includes water in ruts or
containers, such as plant saucers, birdbaths, and flat
roofs. To keep mosquitoes from breeding on your
property, thoroughly drain areas so no surface water
is left standing. Empty and change the water in birdbaths, fountains, wading
pools, and rain barrels at least once a week. All residents need to take a look
around their property and check for anything that holds water and empty it.
The reason I‟m writing about mosquitoes is that the news stations recently
reported that the first case of dengue fever, a virus-based disease spread by
mosquitoes, was confirmed in Central Palm Beach County. That‟s not the only
disease spread by mosquitoes. They also carry malaria, encephalitis, Rift Valley
fever, and yellow fever, to name a few. Standing water just compounds the
problems.
It‟s the female mosquitoes that drink blood, but they do like to hang out with the
males. Go figure. The male mosquitoes feed on plant juices, so you‟re more
likely to run into both of them walking through the grass or trimming landscape
plants. Staying on the sidewalks and bike path is a good way to avoid being
bitten, but take the extra steps to protect yourself.
When you‟re out and about in the early morning or evening hours, wear longsleeved shirts, long pants, and especially protect yourself with a mosquito
repellant containing DEET. As the weather gets cooler, you‟ll find fewer and
fewer mosquitoes, but they‟re still around. I‟ve seen many residents out walking
while wearing one of the clip-on mosquito repellants that either use an electronic
sonic tone to ward off the insects or a Citronella-based gel. Both apparently work
well. The big problem with Citronella-based products is that the slightest wind
will carry the scent away and have no effect. Citronella candles or torches work
well out on your patio where it‟s a constant release. I even have an app for my
IPhone that emits the electronic signal to ward off mosquitoes! Believe it or not,
it works!

www.majesticisles.com
The M.I. Newsletter is
financially self-sustaining.
All expenses are covered
by advertising revenue.

Help out the whole community by touring outside of your house and emptying
and removing anything that can hold water. Even a small pot that fills up when it
rains can become a breeding ground in a few short days.
Ken Miller, Association Manager
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of
Directors Meeting, October 6, 2011
Minutes of the October 6 meeting will not be available
until the Board approves them at the next meeting. To
inform residents in a timely manner, we present the
unofficial and abbreviated notes below.

President’s Report, Joel Rosenthal
 Joel met with Continental, our management
company, about contract renewal and reducing costs.
Discussion is ongoing.
 Pro Tennis is asking for an increase, so that
contract is going out for bids.
Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas
 (Residents may request at the office, the report of
the 10/6/11 cash positions and statement of
operation.)
 Maintenance receivable: Two of the three units in
arrears have been sold and should now be current.
The third unit is in arrears for $5,904. That unit has
been adjudicated by our attorney and foreclosure
should be imminent. The cost of the two foreclosures
to the association is $9,225, which amounts to $20.50
cost to each of our unit owners and which was
charged to the operating expenses for this year.
Current unpaid maintenance due Oct 1, 2011 is
$166,228 (38%).
 Maintenance reminders: In addition to information
put on channel 63, Ken has e-mailed reminders about
the current maintenance due.
 Audit contract for 2012 and 2013: The contract is
for two years at $4,000, which is the same rate for the
prior two years. Board members had no objection to
renewing the contract.
 Current year budget: The budget is within current
year compliance requirements.
 2012 Budget Committee: The Budget Committee
will present the committee-approved budget today for
the Board‟s consideration and approval.
 Resales for the current year: There have been 12
units sold to date, 5 Patio Homes averaging $165,000
and 7 Single Family Homes averaging $226,000.
COBWRA Report, Steve Bayer
 (The September 21 COBWRA Highlights appeared in the October issue of this newsletter.)
Grounds Committee, Mort Goldstein
 Advanced Mulch revised their contract to include
the outside of the Woolbright and El Clair walls.
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 Meetings were held with Mark from M&P to
discuss landscaping the perimeter wall. The Grounds
Committee also wants to add a new landscape bed
beside the pool gate. Flowers for fall plantings were
discussed. Several locations around the clubhouse
need to be spruced up. The Board has copies of
Proposals for each area.
Clubhouse and Pool, Harvey Galan
 New plantings have been added to the pots at the
pool.
 We could save approximately $177,000 over the
length of the contract by painting the homes every
nine years and continuing to clean the homes every
three years.
 Ken Miller was given the task of renovating the
manager‟s office and will present a proposal to the
Board.
Insurance, Janice Davidson
 There have been two incidents recently for which
Ken Miller has written reports. The insurance company is aware of both.
Unfinished Business
 Motion to accept the new Rules and Regulations,
passed by unanimous vote. The Board agreed to
have 600 copies printed, which will be distributed to
all homes.
 Motion to rescind the motion concerning having a
new Reserve Study passed by unanimous vote.
New Business
 Motion to accept the proposals for landscaping as
presented by the Grounds Committee for a total of
$6705 passed by unanimous vote.
 Motion to accept the contract extensions from
vendors who are not asking for an increase passed by
unanimous vote.
 The Board agreed to have the budget meeting Oct.
26 at 7:30 p.m. The mailings will go out in time.
Architectural Review Committee (ARC), Harvey
Galan
 The Board approved three requests from residents
having to do with plantings.
 The Board approved the proposal from
Zimmerman‟s Tree Service to remove the dead palm
trees. Ken Miller will keep checking on the second
Royal Palm to see if it‟s alive before removing it.
 The Board approved the Proposal from Palm
Beach Aquatics to stock the lakes with Tilapia.
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Election for
M.I. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Important dates:
Candidates Night, Wednesday, Nov. 16,
at 7:30 p.m.
Election Night: Thursday Dec. 15, at
7:30 p.m.
At Candidates Night, all candidates will give
statements and answer questions prepared by the
Election Committee and submitted by residents. The
program will be taped and rebroadcast several times
on Channel 63 before the election.
All M.I. residents will receive an information
package on the election and the candidates at their
homes in early December, two weeks prior to the
election. A proxy form and a ballot also will be
included for use by residents who cannot make it to
the clubhouse on Dec. 15.
Orientation for new residents and a brush-up for
―old-timers.‖
Q. Why do we have elections for the Majestic
Board of Directors every year?
A.: Board members are elected for two-year terms,
but we only elect part of the board each time, so we
vote every year.
Q. How many open seats are there?
A. This year there are three open seats on the sevenmember board.
Q. Do I have to vote for three candidates?
A. No. The top three vote getters win. Be very careful
not to vote for more than three candidates or your
ballot will be disqualified.
Q. Some households have two owners, while
others have only one. Does each owner get a vote?
A. Each household gets only one vote, regardless of
the number of owners.
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Q. When, where and how do we vote?
A. The election is on Thursday, Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m.
in the clubhouse. Immediately prior to the voting,
which is by paper ballot, there is an Association
meeting at which nominations can be made from the
floor. We must have a quorum at that meeting.
Q. What if I cannot come to the clubhouse on
election night?
A. Included in the mailed notice of the election is a
proxy statement and a ballot. The proxy and ballot
should be completed and dropped off at the office or
sent via fax or mail to be received by 4 p.m. on Dec.
15.
Election committee members are Chairman Claire
Deveney, Edd Bloom, Florence Cohen, Gil Portnoff,
Ed Strauber, Harvey Vetstein and Jim Wachtel.
For further information, contact Claire Deveney cell
561-504-3842 or home 742-7869.
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Gardening in the Isles
By
Stan Davidson

Let‟s explore home remedies for controlling insect
and diseases on plants. In many instances home
garden pest control works as well or better than more
expensive chemical counterparts. As an added bonus,
with home remedies that contain ingredients that can
be found in your cupboards you do not need to be
concerned about yourself, pets or the environment
coming in contact with poisons.
Soap Solution for Insect Control: Mix 2½
tablespoons of liquid dishwashing liquid (Joy, Dawn)
with 1 gallon of water. Add the mixture to a spray
bottle and spray to ensure coverage on both the top
and the underside of the plant foliage. Avoid using
this soap solution on plants with hairy leaves such as
the African violet. Test the spray on a small area of
the plant. Wait 2-3 days and check the sprayed areas
for any damage. Continue to apply to the infested
area every 5-7 days. Reduce the potential injury to
the plant by rinsing the plant with fresh water a few
hours after the soap spray application. Remember to
water the plant the day before the soap spray
application. The pests this mixture controls include
aphids, spider mites and the white fly.
Oil Spray for Insect Control: Mix 2 tablespoons of
cooking oil, 2 tablespoons of dishwashing liquid
(with no degreaser) with 1 gallon of water. Fill a
spray bottle with this solution. Note that this mixture
can damage African violets and wax leafed plants
such as wax begonias. Also, do not use oil based
solutions on your orchids. It is necessary to
thoroughly spray both sides of the foliage until the
solution drips from the leaves. Test on a small area of
the plant and wait 2-3 days to check for damage. It is
always a good idea to water the plant the day before
you spray and continue to spray every 5-7 days as
needed. Aphids, spider mites, mealy bugs, white flies
and scale are among the pests that this mixture
controls.

Fungus Control: If a fungus or black sooty mold is
present, add 2 tablespoons of baking soda to the
above oil spray mixture. Shake well before and
during application. Spray both sides of the foliage
thoroughly at the first sign of the disease. This
mixture has been found to treat black spot and
powdery mildew on roses and early tomato blight.
Red Pepper Spray for Repelling Insects: Mix 2
tablespoons of red cayenne pepper from the spice
section of your local supermarket to several drops of
dishwasher liquid (no degreaser) into 1 gallon of
water. Let the mixture soak overnight and then stir it
thoroughly to dissolve as much of the pepper as
possible. Before filling the solution in your sprayer,
you should stir the mixture so it does not clog the
sprayer nozzle. Spray the mixture evenly to help
repel the insects and in some cases kill the insects.
Orchid Disease Control: We have many orchid
growers in our community. Orchids with fungus
problems on their foliage can be treated with ground
cinnamon rather than a chemical fungicide. The
orchid‟s leaves must be damp so that the cinnamon
particles can adhere to the leaves. Mist the leaves and
just sprinkle the cinnamon on the affected areas.
Allow the leaves to dry for about a week and the
fungus may be under control. “How sweet it is”!
While I am on the subject of control, I would like to
remind our residents that a solution of 8 parts of
vinegar and 1 part of table salt does well eradicating
weeds on your stonescapes and sidewalk cracks.
In closing, as all of us in Majestic Isles approach a
new year, remember the power of gardening: “Just 5
minutes a day of gardening improves both selfesteem and the mind. Connecting with nature
stimulates biochemical pathways in the brain that
satisfy our primal longing to continue with Mother
Earth restoring us to well-being.”
Happy Gardening!!
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Highlights of the October 19, 2011
COBWRA Meeting at Palm Isles
Dave Aronberg: Prescription Drug Abuse
Dave Aronberg is Special Prosecutor for Prescription
Drug Trafficking for the State of Florida under
Attorney General Pam Bondi. Aronberg began by
stating that 7 people in Florida die from prescriptions
drugs every day. One dies every day in our County.
Prescription drug abuse is the #1 public safety threat
in Florida today. (See complete report on back
lobby)
Officials’ Reports
Congressman Ted Deutch, District 19 stated people
all across the country are saying, “It is time for
Congress to get something done to create jobs for
America.”
Commissioner Shelley Vana, District 3 said
COBWRA made a difference by speaking on the
county budget to keep both PBSO District 6 and
Green Cay Nature Center open. COBWRA can be
proud!
Commissioner Burt Aaronson, District 5, reported
the BCC endorsed a hospital on the campus of
Scripps Institute. This was always a part of the biotech plan. An ordinance is planned to regulate cab
companies more closely because PBC has a hodgepodge of 600 taxis.
Susan Bucher, Supervisor of Elections stated that
all absentee ballot applications from the past expired.
New applications are required. New laws forbid
organizations from soliciting voter registrations;
doing so is a felony. Her office helps with
registrations, address changes and absentee ballot
applications at COBWRA meetings.
Captain Marty Bechtel, PBSO, thanked COBWRA
for supporting the Sheriff‟s Office in budget
negotiations. In September, District 6 arrested 15
drunk drivers and investigated 186 vehicle accidents.
There were 20 stolen vehicles, 4 business burglaries,
56 residential burglaries and 82 vehicle burglaries.
Please lock your homes and cars and never leave
valuables inside your car.
District 6 is partnering with the Caridad Center in
the Adopt-a-Family Program for holiday presents
by adopting nine families. COBWRA asks all
member communities to consider adopting a family
to make their Christmas merry. To adopt a family,
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call the Caridad Center and speak to Scarlett Favé at
737-6336, X115.
COBWRA Reports
Growth Management. COBWRA Delegates voted:
• To support Bellaggio and recommend denial of
both requests for a DOA for Type 1 Fast Food
restaurants including one with a drive-through in
Mission Lakes Plaza (Super Target at Lantana
& US441/SR7). (As approved in 2004 with no
Type 1 restaurant.)
 To recommend approval of GL Homes requests
to: Reduce the size of Valencia Reserve by 18
units.
 Rezone 18 acres in the Hyder Ag Preserve for a
PUD to Ag Reserve.
 Waive the limit on the number of cul-de-sacs.
Osprey Oaks. People are asking “What is happening
on the east side of Jog south of Hypoluxo where land
is being cleared?” This is Osprey Oaks Residential
PUD, approved in June 2007. The PUD will contain
171 single family homes in 5 pods plus 37 units in
“Attainable Housing” (now called Workforce
Housing.)
Bethesda Day at Aberdeen Golf & Country Club.
Lew Doctor, Past President and Alternate for
Aberdeen, reminded people of Aberdeen‟s first
annual fund raising event for Bethesda West Hospital
with a day of golf and fun on Saturday, Dec. 10,
2011. He asked all COBWRA member communities
to consider how they can support this event by
playing golf, taking an ad or attending the reception.
Call 561-737-7733 X85600 or click on
www.bethesdahospitalfoundation.org for more
information or to contribute.
COBWRA Articles of Incorporation. COBWRA
Minutes show the amended Articles were adopted
unanimously by the Delegates on Oct 21, 1998. Our
attorney confirms these Articles were accepted for
filing by the Secretary of State‟s Office and are now
official.
Abridged notes. See complete article in back lobby

—Ken Lassiter for COBWRA Communications
www.cobwra.org – www.facebook.com/cobwra
www.twitter.com/cobwra
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HOLIDAY CHEER
By Phyllis Cohen
Get ready, get ready. Finish up your Thanksgiving
preparations because not only is Santa Claus coming
to town, but a boat load of politicians will soon be
following in his footsteps. Florida, too long a
laughing stock because of hanging chads and
presidential election snafus, is seeking to change its
image. In a quest to be a king-maker, or breaker, the
Republican Party decided to hold its presidential
primary early in January so that it can be a powerful
voice in choosing the candidate they hope will be the
next president. In that way, they can outshine states
like New Hampshire, where, traditionally, politicking
goes on – and on and on – and lots of money has
been spent to influence the candidate choices.
It‟s a big field among the possible contenders,
though, thankfully, in the search for diversity, not all
the candidates are white males wearing navy blue
suits and red ties. The number of choices is so large
that they could field a baseball team with the
contenders, but no one wants to play left field. And
waiting in the wings are a host of shy potential
wannabees or couldbees who could be called upon if
one of the current frontrunners should self-destruct or
be blown out of the water. One of our best known TV
commentators remarked that the Republican field is
like a reverse of the popular show, American Idol,
where every week another contestant is removed.
Here, instead, each week another candidate appears.
.

If history is any forecast of what the campaign will
be like, one can expect fireworks, name calling,
innuendo and outright lies to be used. And this
applies only to the intra-party fighting (as the party
on the outside searches for a candidate), not even to
the actual campaigning between the two party
opponents.
Who knows what can happen as the election draws
nearer? In 1948, the normal two-party mode was
fractured when the Southern Democrats led by Strom
Thurmond and the Progressives, led by Henry
Wallace splintered the Democratic party, and seemed
to have left the election wide open to Republican
Thomas Dewey to run against Harry Truman.
Truman, in his famous “Whistle Stop” campaign to
over 200 cities around the country, was the decided
underdog, so the political pundits had already
declared Dewey the winner the night before the
results were final.
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It‟s been a long time since presidential contender
Warren Harding could just sit on his Ohio front porch
and campaign, while opponent William Jennings
Bryan rode around the country giving hundreds of
speeches. (Of course, Harding outspent Bryan by two
to one, thanks to his canny manager Mark Hanna).
Too much public exposure can also kill a candidate‟s
chances, since there is ample room for “foot in
mouth” disease to take its toll. Soft-spoken
Democratic contender Michael Dukakis undoubtedly
hurt his presidential aspirations when asked if he
would support the death penalty if his wife were
raped and murdered. His refusal seemed to indicate
that he did not have that “fire in the belly” required to
be a president. Even taking a picture of Dukakis riding in a tank wouldn‟t help. The helmet he wore was
so large that he looked as if he were playing GI Joe.
And then there are those people waiting “to be
called” (or maybe even on stage as this goes to
press). When asked to run for president, William
Tecumseh Sherman famously declared that “If
nominated I would not run and if elected I would not
serve.” He‟d already had enough bloodshed marching
through Georgia. But those on the outside whose
names are being bandied about (Jeb Bush, Sarah
Palin, Chris Christie, to name only a few) may
already be testing the water.
Alas, poor Christie, the butt of fat jokes (no pun
intended), reminding the news commentators of
President Taft‟s misfortune to be trapped in too small
a bathtub. With the utmost pretentiousness and
pretense of concern for his health, the media has been
measuring his girth against a presidential run and
deemed him a risk. Being overweight is considered a
lack of self-control. Apparently an appetite for wine
and women is not considered a handicap. We can
only wait and see.
So it‟s unlikely we can expect a holiday season of
good cheer, peace on earth, good will to all men. It‟s
more likely to be filled with endless hours of
diatribes and venomous commercials. Considering
the head start on the election, it‟s going to be a long
time until November, 2012. Now may be a good time
to order TIVO or Netflix, or buy copies of Moby Dick
or War and Peace to read in lieu of watching
television or social networking. And remember, the
2016 presidential election isn‟t all that far off.
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THE SPORTS FAN

By Al Silverman Facilitator

By Rick Sachs

Chubby Checker was a singer/songwriter who
popularized the song “The Twist”, among others, in
1960. It was a fun song that got everyone up and
dancing. In the year 2011, Mr. Bernanke promoted
another program called “Operation Twist,” with the
objective of trying to save the U.S. economy from
sinking into another recession.

When I was growing up 45 miles west of Boston, in
Worcester, Massachusetts, my parents‟ love of sports
turned me into a huge sports fan at a very young age.
I grew up loving the Red Sox, Bruins, Celtics - and
the New York football Giants. (In the „50s you were
either a Giants fan or Cleveland Browns fan.) In the
„60s I became a fan of the Boston Patriots, which
later became the New England Patriots.

Since there is no real connection between the two
Twists, we will continue with the Mr. Bernanke‟s
Twist. The purpose of Operation Twist was for the
Federal Reserve to sell short-term Treasury bonds,
thus raising short-term interest rates, then using the
funds obtained to buy long-term bonds, thus lowering
long-term interest rates. The idea was to reduce the
cost of borrowing for businesses, banks, home
buyers; to re-finance mortgages to lower monthly
payments; and to help create jobs, etc. All of this
was to stimulate the economy in the absence of action
by what many people call the “Do-Nothing
Congress.”
The latter, of course, is too busy playing their
political gamesmanship instead of co-operating to try
to save the economy and promote the creation of
jobs. There are at least two actions we can consider
taking. Write or e-mail your Congressman or
Congresswoman to express your opinion, or try to
grow and/or protect your income in the face of the
current political turmoil. At our meetings we will try
to concentrate on the latter.
An article entitled “Little Relief for Income
Investors” by Tom Lauricella that appeared in the
Money section of the Oct. 9, 2011, Sun Sentinel
(page 7D) fairly states the current situation for
income investing. In essence, while reaching for
income offers with some protection in a declining
market, the total return has often been disappointing.
It is often stated, however, that while most stocks
may fall in a declining market, securities that produce
income may fall less and can, additionally, pay you
while you wait for a market to turn up.
One category of securities that seems to offer a
relatively higher degree of stability in the face of the
current market volatility is preferred stocks. Many
currently trade near their initial offering price which
is, in most cases, near their call price and offer yields
(continued on page 17)

We all had our heroes. Mine were baseball‟s Jackie
Jenson and Ted Williams, and then Yaz. For
Yankees fans it was probably DiMaggio or Mantle
and Dodger fans were devoted to Jackie Robinson,
Duke Snider, or Sandy Koufax. I would collect
baseball cards and learn as much as I could about all
the players of the day.
Did you go to your local playground and pretend you
were Mantle, Mays, Aaron, Clemente or any other
great player? Did you wear the shirt or hat of your
favorite player or team, watch or listen to every game
and live or die with the results? Did you look in the
morning paper - every morning - for all the stats and
to see where your team stood?
In 1986, the Red Sox were playing the New York
Mets in the World Series. The Red Sox had not won
a World Series since 1918. They were ahead 3
games to 2 and were leading 5 to 3 in the sixth game.
The Mets had two outs in the bottom of the 10th
inning, so only one out was needed for the Red Sox
to win. (I‟m such a sports nut that I had locked
myself in my upstairs bathroom because I was too
nervous to watch the game.) With the Red Sox only
one out from winning the World Series, I heard a
scream from my son Adam saying, “Dad come out of
the bathroom, it's going to be over any minute!) I
went ballistic and said to my son, as Yogi Berra once
said, "It's not over till it‟s over.” The Red Sox lost
that game 6-5 when Bill Buckner made an error on
Mookie Wilson's ground ball. My son, Adam, will
never say again the game is over until it really is
over. I believe all sports fans have similar stories that‟s what makes us true fans.
Sports trivia quiz: Who are the only 500 home run
hitters who played their entire careers for the same
team?
(Answers to last month’s quiz are on page 21)
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA
And beyond
By Donna Shaneson
The Norton Museum, which was closed for
redecorating, has reopened. Walls have been
repainted and pictures have been moved to better
show off the collection.
Norton Museum
1451 South Olive Avenue
West Palm Beach
561-832-5196
www.norton.org
At the Norton, just 20 minutes north of our homes,
you can view magnificent Impresssionist paintings.
Delray Beach Playhouse
950 NW 9th Street
Delray Beach
Box Office: 561-272-1281 Ext. 4
delraybeachplayhouse@gmail.com
“Nunsense,” a musical comedy, will be playing from
Dec. 2 though Dec. 18. “Hey Mr. Producer!,” a
musical memory with the talented Randolph DelLago
will be playing Dec. 12 through Dec. 21 at 2 or 8
p.m. All tickets are $30.
Kravis Center
701 Okeechobee Boulevard
West Palm Beach
832-7469
www.Kravis.org
The Kravis‟ Regional Arts Concert Series showcases
the world's finest classical symphony orchestra,
chamber ensembles and recitalists at extremely
affordable prices. This is a fantastic venue to hear
Itzhak Perlman as well as the Munich Symphony.
The cost is $96 for 6 concerts.
Bob Lappin’s Palm Beach Pops
Box Office: 561-832-7677 or 800-448-2472.
www.PalmBeachPops.org
The 2011-2012 season marks the 20th anniversary of
Bob Lappin‟s Palm Beach Pops. The orchestra will
kick off its anniversary celebration with “American
Songbook Spectacular” on Nov. 4 and 5 at the Kravis
and at FAU on Nov. 8, 9,10. Their December concert
will feature the music of Burt Bacharach
& Cole Porter on Nov. 29 and 30 at the Kravis and
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Dec. 1, 2 and 3 at FAU. For prices, call the Pop‟s
box office.
The Boca Museum of Art
501 Plaza Real
561-392-2500
www.bocamuseum.org
The Boca Museum of Art is showing “The World
According to Frederico Uribe” until Dec. 4. Uribe is
a Colombian conceptual artist known for his
fascinating transformation of everyday objects into
art. Another current exhibit is “Outsider Visions:
Self-taught Southern Artists.” Loosely characterized
as work by artists without formal artistic training, the
genre of self-taught art (sometimes called folk art or
outsider art) covers a diverse array of artistic media,
styles, and themes. The artists come from both rural
and urban communities, and from a variety of ethnic
and cultural backgrounds. This exhibit will be at the
museum through January 8.
While on vacation this summer, I visited some terrific
spots for you to check out if you are in New York
City or Washington D.C. In Washington I found the
Hillwood Estate and Museum and Gardens simply
magnificent. Hillwood was the home of Marjorie
Merriweather Post, the legendary heiress, diplomat,
philanthropist and distinguished collector. The house
is beyond description and the Art and artifacts are
fantastic. The gardens are formal and beautiful. To
schedule an appointment for a wonderful tour of the
mansion, call 202-243-3962 or go online at
www.HillwoodMuseum.org. A person could spend
the whole day touring the museum, gift shop,
greenhouse, and gardens. It is a feast for your eyes.
The New Morgan Library and Museum on 37th and
Madison is a truly beautiful spot to visit in
Manhattan. This library houses the collections of the
Late J.P. Morgan, who was a book collector and
connoisseur of fine things. His office and home
were preserved and are unique. The library was
recently redesigned to better highlight his fantastic
artifacts, paintings and drawings. There is a terrific
film as well a docent tour.
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OFF TO ATLANTA - AND BACK
By Thelma Mechanic
As usual, the Travel Club
adds to our knowledge and
pleasure.
Such was the
case from July 22 to July
25, when a bus-load of
participants traveled to
Atlanta, Georgia.
Why
Atlanta? Mainly because the largest aquarium in the
world is situated there, as well as the Coca Cola
Company; add to that the visit to the Stephen Foster
Museum, and the Aviation Museum. Everybody had
his or her own impression of the trip and your
inquiring reporter – me - wants to share the variety of
feedback the various sights elicited.
Francine Gitto: I loved the interaction at the
aquarium between the whales and the sharks in the
tanks. I felt as if I were underwater.
Linda Kessler: I felt the future of the world belongs
to the next generation, and to be more aware and
learn more about the marine habitats.
In a 3D
presentation, poor little Nemo couldn‟t find his
family because he became ensnared in plastic.
Paul Mendelson: The Aviation Museum at WarnerRobins Air Base far exceeded my expectations. I
thought we‟d be seeing a collection of old military
planes, but the presentation gave a full historical
perspective.
Judy Zied: The aquarium was fantastic. I saw fish I
never knew existed. The size and colors of the fish
were unbelievable.
Claire Deveney: The CNN tour was the best for me.
The technical data at the network was very
informative.
Eva DeVries: I found CNN most interesting. I like
getting information behind the scenes of the TV and
how the news is finally presented on the air.
Georgie Gilbert: I loved the aquarium.
Being
surrounded by all varieties of fish in large tanks was
breathtaking. The dolphins were also amazing.
Florence Kalestein: At CNN we learned how the
weather is reported from a black screen. It‟s far
more complicated than it looks. Also, Channel 41
has been out-rating channel 40, although both are
CNN.
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Joe Genova: I enjoyed CNN. I learned that sometimes when a reporter needs to relieve himself, a
commercial break is taken until he returns.
Janice Davidson: The aquarium, with all its vast
species of fish and sea mammals, was most
interesting. Also, at CNN I learned that the news
needs to be factual. After receiving breaking news,
they take another five minutes to verify, then
broadcast.
Stan Davidson: The variety and scope of marine life,
the water tanks and means of filtration was
fascinating. They have deep-sea divers feeding the
fish and maintaining the large fish habitat.
And as for me, your reporter, the aquarium was
overwhelming. What surprised me the most: it is
that the male sea horse gives birth to baby seahorses!!
And if you go to Atlanta, be sure to take time for
some yummy, delicious Georgia peach ice cream!

INVESTMENT DISCUSSION GROUP
(continued from p. 13)
in the range of approximately 6% to 7%. At our
meeting of Oct. 10, 2011, we discussed eight
preferred stocks most of which are rated “investment
grade” and have current yields of 6 ½% or more.
There are, of course, many other selections that could
also be considered.
If you are interested in any one of these, do your own
research and due diligence. There is a story about
every investment that you should understand. There
are several sources you can go to, to aid in your
research, including Yahoo, QuantumOnLine.com,
Google, etc. and of course, your investment advisor.
By the way, if you like to invest in CDs, but, for now,
it is impractical because of the low interests, you may
want to consider preferreds as a temporary equivalent
to CDs provided you acquire them at or close to the
call price, or lower. You would be climbing up the
ladder of risk, but only slightly. While they are not
insured, the risk is relatively low for well-rated
securities. If long rates rise, however, then that may
be indicative of an improving economy and the
potential for increasing inflation. A well-diversified
portfolio is usually recommended by Financial
Advisors to cope with these uncertainties. In any
event discuss this with your advisor.

18

Majestic Isles News

FLORIDA ROAD TRIP
By Elaine Jay
Have you ever visited Sebring? Auto racing
enthusiasts know that Sebring International Raceway
hosts the “12 Hours of Sebring” endurance race
annually and draws over 100,000 racing fans. Stirling
Moss, Mario Andretti, A.J. Foyt, Steve McQueen and
Paul Newman are a few of the notable competitors
who raced there in the past. This season, the
celebratory 60th anniversary race, part of the
American Le Mans series, will be held on March 17,
2012. If you attend and want to experience the thrill
of the race up close, book in at the Four Points by
Sheraton Chateau Elan, a luxury spa hotel right at the
raceway. During my stay there one summer, I was
awakened by the intermittent roar of engines. I hadn‟t
known beforehand that the track is used year-round
as the home of two major racing schools!
Sebring, the “City on the Circle,” was founded in
1912 by George Sebring, a pottery and china
manufacturer from Ohio. Located in south central
Florida on the shores of Lake Jackson, its founder
conceived a unique circular plan as a focal point for
his community, the idea being that all roads should
lead to and from the center. Records indicate that Mr.
Sebring was inspired by the ancient city of
Heliopolis, with its hub and spoke design, which was
the center of Egyptian sun worship. (In the case of
the ancients, this practice meant praying to their sun
god, not lying on chaise lounges poolside as it does
today.) In 2012, the town will be celebrating its
centennial from Oct. 13 to 21.
Early Sebring grew quickly from its founding as the
regional citrus, cattle and lumber industry thrived.
The Seaboard Air Line Railroad‟s fast and luxurious
train, the Orange Blossom Special, stopped at the
newly constructed train station bringing investors,
real estate entrepreneurs and bankers, intrigued by
the unique layout of the town. The railroad also
connected this thriving commercial region to other
major U.S. cities. Thus, the town of Sebring turned
into a business Mecca and, despite setbacks from a
damaging citrus freeze in 1917 and the land boom
collapse of 1925, the town managed to survive.
George Sebring built the historic Kenilworth Lodge
in 1916. It functions today with 117 renovated
rooms, an impressive lobby, golf course affiliations
and many modern amenities. Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, it provides a true
“historical hotel” experience and is one of the finest
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examples of Mediterranean-Revival architecture in
Florida. Nearby Harder Hall is on the National
Register also. Built on the lake in 1927 by the same
firm that built the Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, its
Spanish Colonial Revival style was all the rage at the
time. Further recognition was accorded to Sebring
when its downtown area was designated as a 1920‟s
Historic District on the National Register.
After the land boom collapse of the ‟20‟s, Sebring‟s
economy suffered. Happily, in 1934, it benefitted
from a Civilian Conservation Corps project to
develop Highland Hammock State Park. Thanks to
this project, the park‟s infrastructure was developed.
It remains a popular visitor destination for nature
lovers to this day. Another infusion to the Sebring
economy came in 1942 when the US Army Air Force
established Hendricks Field, a WW II B-17 bomber
training base. Sebring‟s current commercial regional
airport occupies part of that former military site.
Quite ironically, that military airbase also contributed
to what put Sebring on the map internationally. It was
in December 1950 that the very first American sports
car endurance race was held there on the excess
runways of Hendricks Field. Subsequently the event
was moved to March and widely promoted to bring in
international prize-winning racers. The rest is history.
Speaking of cars, one of the most successfully
marketed electric cars was manufactured in Sebring
in the early 1970‟s. Created as an answer to the oil
crisis of 1973, nearly 5,000 electric “CitiCars” and
“ComutaCars” were produced there. Today, one of
the toy-like plastic cars can be seen on display at the
Sebring Historical Society.
If you‟re planning on making a trip to Sebring, it is
located 52 miles northeast of Arcadia and 130 miles
northwest of Boynton Beach

.
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REX BEACH: ADVENTURER,
WRITER, SEBRING RESIDENT
By Elaine Jay
Do you remember the 1955
movie “The Spoilers”, with
Anne Baxter, Jeff Chandler
and Rory Calhoun? Rex
Beach, the author of the
story, was Sebring‟s most
well-known resident. 100
years ago, Beach‟s name
was familiar to most
Americans because of his
great literary success. After
a life of adventure and writing, Beach ultimately
“retired” to Sebring in central Florida.
Rex Beach‟s life itself could have been a novel. He
was a fascinating character whose father moved the
family south from Michigan after a brutal winter. Rex
was born in 1877 and at the age of 7, with his family
and their friends, made the 103 day journey to the
west coast of Florida. They traveled in a remodeled
fishing boat via river and the Gulf of Mexico. The
trip gave the young Rex his first taste of adventure,
something he would pursue for most of his life.
Beach entered Rollins College prep school in Winter
Park at age 14. A tall, athletic and intelligent student,
he was drawn to science, literature and sports. He
was involved in all sorts of extracurricular activities
at Rollins, but left in 1896 without completing a
degree because he had decided to pursue a career in
law in Chicago. However, when gold was discovered
in Alaska in the summer of 1897 and tales of buried
riches were spread, Rex caught the Klondike Gold
Rush fever and took time off to “excavate a fortune.”
He returned to Chicago that winter only to leave
again for Alaska soon after. For several years he
searched for gold and tried many different jobs,
hoping to improve his luck.
In 1902, at age 25, he finally decided to abandon his
starving prospector‟s life and returned to Chicago.
Throughout his days in Chicago, Beach maintained
his involvement in athletics. He played professional
football and was a member of the 1904 Olympic
silver medal winning water polo team.
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To earn a living, he tried his hand at selling
insurance, wound up working as a salesman at a brick
plant and began to devote time to writing seriously.
His first novel, “The Spoilers,” was based on actual
incidents involving crooked government officials
stealing gold mines from prospectors. It became a
best seller in 1906 and was made into a movie not
once, but five times. Beach‟s time in Alaska had
brought him into contact with enough interesting
characters to populate many of his works. Because of
his adventure novels about Alaskan life, Beach
became known as the “Victor Hugo of the North.”
The majority of Beach‟s works were made into
movies and, with great business savvy, he had the
foresight to retain all the movie rights.
After an incredibly successful writing career and a
life in New York, in the 1920‟s Beach and his wife
bought land in both Sebring and Indiantown. He
continued to write, even using the cattle lands around
Sebring for the setting of his 1935 novel “Wild
Pastures.” Beach had become involved in raising
cattle using scientific methods and was successful in
utilizing experimental techniques in farming
gladiolus bulbs and celery, thus earning himself
another fortune.
Beach‟s health declined in the 1940‟s and he suffered
major life threatening illnesses. In addition, he was
unable to cope with the loss of his wife in 1947.
Sadly, he died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound in
his Sebring home in 1949. In 2005, when that home
at 2701 Northeast Lakeview Drive was being
remodeled, a bullet found in the wall was believed to
be the one that ended Beach‟s life.
All of Beach‟s manuscripts, correspondence and
memorabilia are located at Rollins College in Winter
Park. In 1927, the institution awarded him honorary
PhD in Literature as well as the B.S degree that he
had never completed in his youth. That same year,
Beach started the Rollins alumni association and
served as its president for the next 19 years.
Understandably, Rollins College is the best place to
find in depth information about this unique
individual. If you are interested in reading some of
Rex Beach‟s works, several of his novels can be read
or listened to gratis on these web sites:
www.gutenberg.org and www.librivox.org.
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS
By Bill Harris
It‟s that time of year again in south Florida. You can
almost feel it, a palpable sense that all is not right in
paradise. We go about our daily lives between our
two rivers with one ear cocked to the radio, our eyes
drawn to every TV screen that we pass. Our smart
phones and iPads are repeatedly powered up, tuned in
and made ready to receive the next up to the minute
update. “Talking heads” on TV, our computers and
mobile devices warn us as to what our fate might be.
Orange-yellow-green spinning pinwheels constantly
repeat their dance of terror across our view screens,
coming ever closer to where we live. Color-coded,
constantly refreshed, computer-generated track lines,
and 3-day and 5-day potential track-area cones show
the many possible paths the growing vortex could
follow.
As the days spin out and computer models begin to
harden, the numerous track lines start to coincide.
The “talking heads” start talking about possible
landfall areas. Generators and batteries, bottled water,
canned goods and other non-perishable foodstuffs
rapidly disappear from store shelves. Propane tanks
are filled, cars are gassed up, jerry cans are filled
with gasoline to feed our insatiable home generators.
From shopping malls to big-box stores, even in
libraries and doctor‟s offices, strangers strike up
nervous conversations, wish you luck, implore you to
“stay safe.” On our view screens, coastal storm
watches spread away from where we live, replaced
by coastal storm warnings. Potential storm tracks
now nearly overlap. Storm shutters are closed. Fear,
justified or not, is in the air. We are out of time!
Gone are the multicolored spinning pinwheels and
track path graphics. Now, our view screens are filled
with a cyclonic monster, swirling clouds encircling a
well-defined eye seemingly staring right at us. USAF
hurricane-hunter planes drop weather sondes
(instrument probes that automatically transmit
information about their surroundings) into this
pressure cooker. Sensors map its increasing wind
velocities, the rising temperature of its eye wall cloud
tops, its decreasing surface barometric pressure. Its
upper-level high-pressure lid is in place, continuing
to facilitate its intensification. We are pretty sure we
know where it is headed. We are out of time!
Is there still time for us to leave? Where will it go
after making landfall? NOAA planes map atmos-
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pheric conditions forward and to the sides of the
advancing behemoth. Future-cast impact area
predictions fill our view screens.
If we leave, where should we go? If we stay, what
then? How much rain will fall? How high and
extensive will be the coastal storm surge? Will we
experience inland flooding? Will our homes be
flooded? Floodwaters reached our garage doors and
our streets mimicked Venetian canals, houses rising
out of the floodwaters, courtesy of Hurricane Irene
1999. Will we lose power? Will gas stations still be
able to pump gasoline? Will there be water to drink?
Will the toilets continue to flush? Will our landline
telephones be dead? Will our cell phones work? Will
our familiar infrastructure be swept away? The
hurricane‟s outermost rain bands have come ashore.
They are here. They have brought flooding rains,
walnut-sized hail-stones, and embedded tornados. We
are out of time!
Is it hype or is it real? Early hurricane-season
Atlantic Basin tropical cyclones usually are minimal
and form in the American Mediterranean (Gulf of
Mexico and Caribbean Sea). Otherwise, they form in
the Atlantic‟s Intertropical Convergence Zone located
between the NE and SE Trade Winds belts. Easterly
waves leaving West Africa feed on the tropical
Atlantic‟s waters. If upper-level wind shear is
minimal, cloud tops are not sheared off. The warm
moisture-laden air rises higher and higher, forming a
tropical disturbance. Closed circulation is induced
about the surface zone of low- pressure. The Coriolis
deflection causes the moving air to be deflected to the
right in the northern, and to the left of its original
direction of motion in the southern hemisphere.
Typically, in August and September, sometimes even
in late July and/or early October, many tropical
disturbances rapidly climb the ladder of wind
intensity through tropical depression to tropical storm
fairly close to the Cape Verde Islands. Carried
westwards across nearly the entire breadth of the
Atlantic by the NE Trade Winds, many become
major hurricanes before reaching the Caribbean. As
we watch and wait, the cyclone and the hype about it,
intensify. The cyclonic pressure cooker winds itself
tighter and tighter. As measured at landfall, could this
one be a Category 2 (Frances 2004), or 3 (Wilma
2005), or 4 (Katrina 2004), even a catastrophic
Category 5 (Andrew 1992) hurricane? We have no
more time!
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HADASSAH
By Ellin Goldstein
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MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE
SPARES AND STRIKES
By Dave Feinberg

Hadassah‟s new year will feature some
outstanding meetings, events and study
groups.
Join all your friends on the HadassahCancer Cruise on the Navigator of the Seas, from Jan.
8-15. Call Roberta (736-6387) for information.
Our popular study group, led by Donna Shaneson,
will meet on Monday, Nov. 21, at 2 p.m. This time
is a change from our old study group meeting time so
be sure to note the earlier time. Watch channel 63 and
our flyers for each month‟s program.
Remember, if you and yours are not Hadassah Life
Members yet, you have only until Dec. 31 to become
one at the great price of $100. Don‟t say you wish
you had; do it today. Call Sue (733-4020) for more
information.
There are still some tickets available for the Nov.9
presentation of “Guys and Dolls.” Call Roberta for
tickets for yourself and friends.
On Jan. 23, Hadassah will have a Membership
Appreciation Luncheon at the clubhouse.
The annual card party will be held at Benvenutos on
Feb. 1. Be sure to get your games together and come
to this enjoyable event.
The Region‟s Centennial Celebration will be held on
Sunday, Feb. 12.
Majestic Isles‟ Centennial Party on March 3 will
honor Iris Rothstein and celebrate Hadassah‟s
centennial year and Majestic Isles‟ Bat Mitzvah year.
The Donor Luncheon will be March 20.

We have had rash of colds, so we‟ve not had as many
bowlers as we‟d hoped. I hope all are now feeling
well and that we‟ll see you on our next bowling day.
A little late, I wish you all a healthy, happy 5772.
WEEK 4 MEN:
HIGH GAME

HIGH SERIES

Bob Rosenhouch
Fred Katz

206
168

WEEK 4 – WOMEN:
HIGH GAME

Estelle Snyder
Shirley Scheffel
WEEK 5 – MEN:

Marvin Sherman
Ted Shapiro
Stan Fox

Bob Rosenhouch
Fred Katz

485
452

HIGH SERIES

139
134

Estelle Schneider
Shirley Scheffel

HIGH GAME

170
153
149

372
375

HIGH SERIES

Marvin Sherman

422

Stan Fox

411

WEEK 5 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES

Sandy Gardner
Estelle Snyder
Gladys Cohen
WEEK 6 – MEN:

Ted Shapiro
Bob Rosenhouch

165
153
147

Sandy Gardner
Estelle Snyder
Gladys Cohen

HIGH GAME

174
166

392
398
433

HIGH SERIES

Ted Shapiro
Bob Rosenhouch

433
456

WEEK 6 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES

ANSWER TO OCT. SPORTS TRIVIA QUIZ:
st

1 base
2nd Base
Shortstop
3rd base
Rt. field
Ctr. field
L. field
Catcher
Pitcher

Jimmy Foxx
Joe Morgan
Ernie Banks
Mike Schmidt
Roger Maris
Mickey Mantle
Dale Murphy
Yogi Berra
Hal Newhouser

Philadelphia Athletics
Cincinnati Reds
Chicago Cubs
Philadelphia Phillies
N.Y. Yankees
N.Y. Yankees
Atlanta Braves
N.Y. Yankees
Detroit Tigers

Sandy Gardner
Estelle Snyder
WEEK 7 – MEN:

Stan Fox
Fred Katz

156
150

Sandy Gardner
Estelle Snyder

HIGH GAME

165
136

408
375

HIGH SERIES

Stan Fox
Dave Feinberg

410
372

WEEK 7 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME HIGH SERIES

Estelle Snyder
Gladys Feldman

148
138

Estelle Snyder
Gladys Cohen
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SNOWBIRDS

By Claire Deveney & Arlene Levin

By Bobbe Greene

Thank
you
to
everyone
who
attended the M.I.
Pap Corps Oct. 27
lunch with guest
speaker
Lyrna
Loman, teacher and lecturer, on “How Hollywood
Has Influenced America.” Also, special thanks to
many members and residents who made donations
and volunteered at the first Pap Corps White
Elephant Sale held at the South County Civic Center
on Sunday, October 30, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Salute to
planners: co-presidents: Marilyn Chermak, Arlene
Levin and Renee Stichel, as well as to Claire
Deveney, Helen Benowich, Barbara and David
Lader, Enid and Ed Gerard, Harriet and Ed Strauber,
Sally and Harvey Galan, Myrna and David Bader,
Helene Riffle, Fran and Irwin Silling, Doris
Silverman, Enid Bayer, Anita Block, Marsha
Vetstein, Joan Sorkin, Marion Brandwein, Seena
Calder, Rhoda Bloom, Rita Goldman, Laura
Buchwalter, Florence Glassman, Jennie Platteis,
Dottie Caroff, Beverly Jaffe and Edd Bloom, Liz
Hopwood and Larry Goldstein and to all who
donated items, packed car trunks, carried our
donations to the Center and staffed our table.

Slowly but surely, the Snowbirds are
returning to their home away from
home. The first general meeting of
the season will be held on December
16. The January meeting will be the
annual Snowbirds “Welcome Back
Brunch.” Date, time and price will be in the next
issue of the M.I. Newsletter and/or watch Channel 63
for more details.

Football Mania for 2011-2012 season tickets are still
available. Your $20 ticket may make you a winner!
There is a guaranteed winner each week! Contact Ed
Gerard, Ed Strauber or Paul Mendelsohn for tickets
.
Future dates:
Nov. 17, 12 noon, Lunch and Program “My Life in
Theatre Performance” by Laurel Kadouri, dancer,
director and choreographer
Dec. 4, 2 to 5 p.m., Elegant Jewelry for yourself and
gifts, at the home of Phyllis Pinsel, 5950 Grand
Harbour. Shopping is fun!
Dec. 18 at 10:30 a.m. Coins for the Cure Sunday
Brunch at Clubhouse. Cost is $32 per person;
entertainment by West Boca Community High
School Choral Group.
Jan. 26, 12 noon, Lunch and Program on Genealogy
Feb. 16, 12 noon, Lunch and Program
March 23, 10:30 a.m. Card Party at Indian Springs

Thanks to all who attended our luncheon on Monday,
Oct. 10 sponsored by “Raymond James,” Our guest
speaker, Jim K. Mui is a Certified Financial Planner,
and we hope you found it interesting and informative.
.
On Monday, Nov. 14, from 11:30 - 4 p.m., we are
having our Card Party at the Delray Beach Golf Club.
$20.00pp for Members and $25.00 for non-members.
Please place your checks in the Women‟s Club Box
by 11/07/11 along with your lunch and dessert
selections. Flyers are in the back lobby with your
choices.

The Broward Stage Door Theatre has changed their
schedule and instead of the group going to see “Guys
and Dolls” as previously announced, the February 29
production will be “My Fair Lady.” Bobbe and Jack
Greene have reserved front row orchestra seats for
the matinee performance, and Joyce Spiess will make
arrangements for dinner following the show.
Seymour Bochner is looking into a trip to Naples. We
are looking forward to lots of nice things. See you
here next month.

WOMEN’S CLUB
By Barbara Roland

On Nov. 15 we will once again have our collection
for “Abused Women.” Please watch Channel 63 for
the time.
Save the date, Wed., Dec. 14. We will be going to the
Boca Museum. More information to follow.

24

Majestic Isles News

November 2011

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News

November 2011

Majestic Isles News

The Reel Story:
―THE IDES OF MARCH‖
By Judy Radin
The Ides of March is a brilliant, albeit winning
endeavor by George Clooney to show his
multifaceted talents as actor, screenplay writer and
director.
The movie is a spellbinding, dark and cynical drama
set in the days prior to the Ohio Primary. In his
campaign for President, Pennsylvania Governor Mike
Morris (George Clooney) fascinates crowds of
admirers of all ages and cultures with his common
sense ideas regarding the economy, taxes and the
country‟s chaotic military involvements. His
promise for a new kind of politics is reminiscent of
Obama‟s bid for change in the 2008 campaign.
Governor Morris is out to win the support of a
powerful senator (Jeffery Wright) whose power base
could wrap up Morris‟ nomination. A key player in
his crusade to clinch the Democratic Primary is
Stephen Meyers (Ryan Gosling), the Governor‟s ace
strategist. Meyers, who is a critical part of Morris‟
bid for election, genuinely imparts to the voters his
political know-how as well as his confidence and
faith in his employer.
All begins to change, however, when Meyers finds
that Morris is involved in a questionable state of
affairs. As a result, Stephen Meyers becomes astutely
opportunistic as he considers an offer to “jump ship”
to work for the opposition. He learns well to flirt with
sleaze while maintaining an idealistic and likeable
façade.
What would a campaign be without the press! A
New York Times reporter (Marisa Tomei) tells
Stephen and the Governor‟s campaign manager
(Philip Seymour) that Morris, with his hope for
change oratory could not possibly win. Might this be
the freethinking Clooney‟s suggestion that the many
who voted for Obama feel that their knight in shining
armor‟s image is now tarnished? This discontent
perhaps refers more to Obama‟s policies as president,
while The Ides of March deals with a particular
primary fight. The movie, however, is chock-full of
political talk-show nonsense with cameo appearances
by Chris Matthews, Rachel Maddow and Charlie
Rose. On the other hand, its real agenda is mostly
about backstabbing and media exploitation.
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The Ides of March is also about an office intern
(Evan Rachel Wood) which might have turned this
film into a sex flick. Clooney, though, keeps events
moving so quickly that one could barely raise an
eyebrow before the intriguing plot moved on and
held the audience.
The Ides of March is based on Beau Willimon‟s play
“Farragut North.” The screenplay is a compactly
shuffled version of headline campaign news: not just
Obama, but the Clinton scandals, Howard Dean, and
a bit of Mike Dukakis and perhaps even John
Edwards.
As one film critic mused: “The Ides of March wields
its searchlight over our political landscape and finds a
battlefield: a bloody ground of cynicism and fatal
compromise.”

WELCOME NEW NEIGHBORS
By Elaine Jay
The Majestic Isles Newsletter would like to welcome
the following new residents to our community.
Sheldon & Karen Ehrenreigh
Jerry May & Lynn Peretz
Samuel Heller & Shoshana Rothken
Gerald & Barbara Schreck
Sheldon & Barbara Weider

PET PATCH
By Molly‟s Friends
Dear Molly,
Our grandma is always telling
our Mom about your stories, so
we thought we would tell you
about us (two pugs) and
Halloween. Our Mom, Nancy,
is a big fan of Halloween and
every year she dresses us in costumes and we do trick
or treating. Some years, the costumes are so itchy,
but this year we dressed as hot dogs! Lots of our
neighbors gave us doggy treats (no chocolate) and
took our pictures. We were the hit of the
neighborhood. Our friend, Toby, a golden retriever,
got dressed up too. We think you and your friends
would like to do this, too.
Love from your faraway fans,
Romeo and Elvis
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SOCIAL CLUB
By Rita Dick and Arlene Koch
At our October General Meeting the 2012 Board was
announced as follows: Pres., Florence Cohen; VicePres., Marge Chappell; Treas., Ralph Oppler;
Membership, Doris Silverman; Rec. Sec., Sylvia
Fefferman;
Corres. Sec.,
Helen
Aldoroty;
Programming, Helen Benowich and Nancy Weiss;
Hospitality, Fran Ost; Entertainment, Florence
Cohen, Rita Dick, Arlene Koch and Joan Sorkin,
Members-At-Large, Bobbe Green, Stella Grattalio,
Sheila Miller and Bobbie Rice.
Plans are almost finalized for the annual Grandkids
Party on Dec. 26 and 27. We have contracted
McCarthy's Wildlife Show for Dec. 26. They provide
a wonderful display of reptiles, birds and animals.
Watch Channel 63 for further details.
We are looking forward to a fun filled gala evening at
our New Year‟s Eve Party with “Lawrence of
Florida.” A few reservations are still available at $50
per person. Contact Rita Dick (740-0127).
Don‟t forget our 2012 series which consists of a
variety of great entertainment. We are still selling
tickets for the entire series or for individual
performances. See the tri-fold in the back lobby for
more details. Cost of the series is $70 per person or
$25 for the January and February shows and $35 for
the March show.

SINGLES
By Ellin Goldstein
The Singles have many interesting activities planned
for the next few months.
Friday, Nov. 4: Regular meeting. Dues are payable
at the meeting or earlier.
Friday. Dec. 9: Dinner from TooJays followed by a
classic movie. The cost is $10.
Saturday, Dec. 17: We‟re going to Harid‟s for a
ballet at 3 p.m.
Friday, Jan, 6: Regular meeting at 4:30 p.m.
Saturday Feb. 18: Valentine‟s Dessert Party (hosted
by Paul Mendelsohn) at 7:30 p.m. Cost is $10. Please
eat dinner before coming.

MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES
8 p.m. at the clubhouse
SAT., NOV. 5: MAO’S LAST DANCER A
delegation from Madame Mao‟s Beijing Dance
Academy selects 11-year-old peasant villager Li
Cunxin to study ballet in far-off Beijing, where
he trains for seven grueling years to become one
of China's greatest dancers. His efforts win him
the opportunity to dance in America, opening his
eyes to a new love and the possibility of a
dramatic defection from China in this
remarkable true story based on Cunxin's
autobiography.
SAT., NOV. 19: FAIR GAME After her
husband, Ambassador Joseph Wilson (Sean
Penn), writes op-ed columns accusing the Bush
administration of misleading the public to justify
invading Iraq, Valerie Plame Wilson's (Naomi
Watts) status as a covert CIA agent is leaked by
administration officials. Based on events
described in Plame Wilson's memoir, this drama
explores the political scandal that led to the
conviction of Lewis “Scooter” Libby.
FRI. DEC. 16: SWEET LORRAINE Once a
popular destination, the Lorraine Hotel in the
Catskill Mountains is now old and in need of
serious repair. As she considers closing up for
good, hotel owner Lillian Garber (Maureen
Stapleton) is determined to make this (possibly
last) season memorable. Friendships and
relationships between hotel staff members take
center stage in this warm comedy, which also
stars Trini Alvarado and Giancarlo Esposito.
NOTE: We are now showing films with closed
captioning whenever possible.
The film descriptions are taken from the Netflix
website.

Happy Thanksgiving!!
Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER
By Arlene Levin

Singing, dancing and acting lit up the screen during
the Oct. 9 presentation, “Down Memory Lane.”
Arlene Levin and Ira Schneider compiled the film
from recordings of the major M.I.L.T. shows
spanning the last fourteen years.
With his
exceptional computer skills, Ira fashioned the clips
very professionally. Included were musical numbers
from: “A Little Bit of This, A Little Bit of That,”
“The Awards,” “The Best of Broadway,” “Hooray for
Hollywood,” as well as “H.M.S. Pinafore,” “By
George,” “Roxie,” “Gypsy and Me,” “A Salute to
Jerry Herman,” and “the Big Apple.” The audience
was treated to memorable soloists, duos, trios and
choral groups. The Majestic Isles Dancers strutted
their stuff in numbers from Broadway‟s “Chorus
Line,” “George M,” and “Chicago.”
An hilarious clip from “The Sunshine Boys” set the
tone for clips from the book shows, culminating with
the 2011 zany comedy “Lend Me a Tenor.” Over
the years, the dedicated actors continued to amaze us
with performances in “Social Security,” “Squabbles,”
“Crossing Delancy,” “Play it Again, Sam,”
“Cheaters,” “Send Me No Flowers” and “The Harry
Bernstein Murder Trial,” penned by our own Phil
Chermak.
The film concluded with credit given to the many
writers, producers, directors and supporting staff who
contributed to the success of these presentations.
Don‟t miss the Nov. 13 meeting featuring Harvey
Vetstein‟s view of “The Women of Tennessee
Williams.” Upcoming workshops include “Dancing
with the Stars,” and excerpts from “You‟re a Good
Man, Charley Brown.” Our thespians are already
preparing for our March show, “Arsenic and Old
Lace.”
We look forward to seeing you at M.I.L.T.
productions and meetings in the 2011-2012 season.

Coming Soon!!
Majestic Isles Art Show
January 22, 2012
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MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB
Doris Davidoff
Our recent trip to Branson was
the best yet. It was our longest
trip – 5 days/4 nights – and we
were able to see so many great
shows, with a lot of variety.
We started our visit on the
Branson Belle Showboat, which
made it clear that we were in for a fabulous time.
Each show seemed to be better than the last. Some of
the other highlights were Shoji Tabuchi, Yakov
Smirnoff, Roy Rogers, Jr., and many others too
numerous to list. At the Dolly Parton‟s Dixie
Stampede, some of us braved eating with our hands,
while others cheated and brought plasticware from
our hotel to eat our meal. Either way, we had a lot of
fun. Another highlight was our final lunch in Branson
at the beautiful Chateau on the Lake, which spoiled
us for the future.
We were impressed with all the performers who
came onto our bus to talk to us, answer questions and
welcome us to their theater and with the wonderful
quality of everything we saw. Our tour guide was
absolutely the best – we all wanted to take her home
with us. This will be hard trip to beat.
Future trips being planned include a one-day
excursion to the Everglades in mid-January,
including the Indian museum and a boat ride in the
Everglades; a three-night trip in mid-March to
Savannah, a city full of interesting things to see and
do, and a possible two-week Italian Mediterranean
cruise in late August.
Come to our monthly meetings, usually the last
Sunday of each month (watch Channel 63 for details)
to hear our plans and to have some travel-related fun.
Be sure to visit the Travel Club page on the MI
website at www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm to
see what future trips are available as we plan them.
You can also see pictures from past trips.
The Travel Club is open to all Majestic Isles residents
and their friends and relatives, even if they don‟t live
in Majestic Isles. We have a mix of singles, couples
and even times where only one person of a couple
joins us. Everyone is welcome.
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MI YIDDISH CULTURAL CLUB
By Reggie Zimmerman
Our next meeting is Sunday, November 6th. Everyone
is welcome to join us and we will discuss our
Hanukah party for December. Be well and support
our Yiddish Club.

Save The Date
February 19, 2012
at 2:00 p.m.
A special event for
everyone in Majestic Isles
More information in
n

November 2011

YESTERDAY’S RICE PUDDING
(Great for leftover rice)
2 large eggs lightly beaten
⅓ cup sugar
⅓ cup light brown sugar
1 tsp lemon juice
½ tps vanilla extract
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp nutmeg
⅛ tsp ground allspice
2½ cups milk
2 cups cooked rice
½ cup raisins, or dried apricots, or dried cranberries
Preheat oven to 325. Grease 2-quart casserole. Mix
eggs, sugars, lemon juice, vanilla, salt and spices.
Mix well. Add milk, rice and raisins or other dried
fruit. Stir well. Transfer to casserole. Bake in center
of oven, stirring occasionally, about 45 minutes or
until pudding is set. Center will be slightly soft but
will thicken as it cools. Makes about 10 servings.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News
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MEN’S CLUB

GOOD AND WELFARE
GET WELL
Don Horowitz
Stan Rothstein
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By Joel Cohen, President
Welcome back to our seasonal residents.

Ira Schneider
Renee Stichel

SYMPATHY
To Lenore Gerber on the loss of her daughter,
Bonnie.
MESSAGES
To everyone who called and sent good wishes for my
speedy recovery from back surgery: thank you. It was
nice to know that people were concerned even though
we were not here.
Sybil Bochner
Thanks to my Majestic Isles friends and neighbors
for your visits, cards, tributes and food to support me
on the loss of my beloved daughter, Bonnie.
Lenore Gerber
I want to thank my friends for all their donations,
calls, and cards during my recent heart surgery and
recovery. I'm doing great and look forward to seeing
you all around Majestic Isles.
Don Horowitz
Thanks to my friends and neighbors for their phone
calls, cards and charitable contributions made in my
name during my recent illness. I appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
Stan Rothstein
Thanks from the bottom of my heart to my extended
family and friends for being there at my time of need.
Your calls, cards, rides and caring are so very greatly
appreciated.
Renee Stichel
Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length
(30 word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to
Elaine Jay by email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good
and Welfare as the subject. Acknowledgement of each
email will be sent as verification of receipt.

Our next meeting on November 6 will feature the
entertainer, “Sheila.” She sings, plays piano and
entertains.
The sign up for BJs for next year will be in early
November at the clubhouse. We will keep you
informed of the dates on Channel 63.
At our November 6th breakfast meeting we will begin
collecting for our Super Bowl pool. The first 50
entrants will be in the pool. The cost will be $10 for
two boxes.

BOOK TALKS
By Judy Markowitz and Donna Shaneson
Our next meeting, on November 16, will feature
Donna Shaneson and her review of the book,
“Cutting for Stone” by Abraham Vergehese. The
book describes the trials of a medical family in
tumultuous Ethopia. Join us at 2 p.m. in the clubhouse to discuss this interesting book.

A RECIPE FOR PASTA E FAGIOLI
3 Tbsp. olive oil
3 cloves garlic minced
1 (19 oz.) can white cannellini beans
1 (8 oz.) can tomato sauce
2 cups water (16 oz.)
Pinch dried oregano
Salt and pepper to taste
½ lb cooked short tubular macaroni (about ½ cup
uncooked)
Sauté garlic in oil. Add beans, tomato sauce, water,
oregano, salt and pepper to taste. Cook over low heat
for 20 minutes, add pasta and cook until warmed
through. Serve with grated cheese. Makes about 6
servings.

Don’t Forget to Fall Back
Daylight Savings Time
November 6 at 2:00am
Change your clocks before you go to bed or
first thing Sunday morning
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR

4
5
6
7
9
10
13
14
15
16

December

17
20
21
28
30

Thurs. 10:00 a.m.
COP
7:30 p.m.
Board of Directors
Fri
4:30 p.m.
Singles
Sat
8:00 p.m.
Social Club
Sun
9:30 a.m.
Men’s Club
7:30 p.m.
Yiddish Club
Mon
2:00 p.m.
Board of Directors
Wed.
2:00 p.m.
Hadassah
Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
Board of Directors
Sun.
8:00 p.m.
M.I.L.T.
Mon.
11:30 a.m.
Women’s Club
4:00 p.m.
Investment Group
Tues. 10 a.m – noon Women’s Club
Wed.
2:00 p.m.
Book Talks and More
7:30 p.m.
Board of Directors
Thurs. 12 noon
Cancer Research
Sun.
11:00 a.m. Travel Club
Mon.
2:00 p.m. Hadassah
Mon.
11:30 a.m. Hadassah
Wed.
10:30 a.m.
Men‟s Club

1
4

Thurs. 10:00 a.m.
Sun.
9:30 a.m.
2:00-5:00 p.m.
5
Mon.
2:00 p.m.
8
Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
9
Fri.
4:30 p.m.
11
Sun.
8:00 p.m.
12
Mon.
4:00 p.m.
14
Wed. 10:00 a.m.
15
Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
16
Fri
8:00 p.m.
17
Sat
3:00 p.m.
18
Sun
10:30 a.m.
19
Mon. 11:30 a.m.
21
Wed.
2:00 p.m.
25
Sun. 11:00 a.m.
26-27 Mon-Tues 10:00 a.m.
31
Sat.
TBA

Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (p, h)
Movie Night (p, h)
Breakfast (p, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Workshop (f, h)
“Guys and Dolls” (p, a)
Meeting
Workshop ($2 non-members, h)
Card party (p, a)
Discussion (f, h)
Collection for abused women
Book Discussion (f, h)
Candidates Night (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Study group (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Casino trip (p, a)

Citizens on Patrol
Men‟s Club
Cancer Jewelry Sale
Board of Directors
Board of Directors
Singles
M.I.L.T.
Investment group
Women’s Club
Board of Directors
Social Club
Singles
Cancer Research
Hadassah
Book Talks
Travel Club
Grandkids Party
Social Club

Dec.
Novembe
r
May

3

NOVEMBER

November 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011

Meeting (f, h)
Breakfast (p, h)
Phyllis Pinsel’s
Workshop (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (p,h)
Workshop (p, h)
Discussion (f, h)
Museum (p, a)
Elections
Movie Night (p, h)
Harid‟s (p, a)
Brunch (p, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
Meeting (f, h)
New Year’s Eve Party (p, h)

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time.
For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club,
not the Majestic Isles Office.
f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home
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