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                      Manager’s Corner 
 

As we start into “season” and the Snowbirds begin 

returning in full force I want to remind all residents 

of a few things that you can do to help keep 

Majestic Isles the beautiful community that it is. 
 

Parking – Please make sure vehicles parked at 

your residence are completely in the driveway and 

are not blocking the sidewalk.  There are ongoing 

concerns over people walking in the streets, and 

blocking the sidewalk leaves them no choice.  

Guest vehicles may be parked across the end of the 

driveway on the apron or directly in front of your 

house.   Cars may not be parked on the grass at any 

time.  If you’re having several guests and all of the vehicles will not fit 

directly in front of your house, please ask your guests to park at the clubhouse 

and walk or carpool to your house – or you can pick them up at the clubhouse. 
 

Landscaping – Each home has the basic landscaping maintenance done once 

each month.  In addition, the lawns are cut two, three or four times each 

month, depending on the season.  This means that your driveways and 

sidewalks are blown clean at least 3 times each month.  This frequency cannot 

keep up with the acorns, leaves, palm pollen, and seeds that fall continuously.  

With a $30 electric blower and a long extension cord from Home Depot, your 

driveway can be cleared in less than 5 minutes.  This will also help eliminate 

“tea stains” on the driveways caused by wet leaves left lying on the concrete 

or pavers. 
 

Plantings and Decorations – Anything that is done to change the outside of 

your home requires approval from the Architectural Review and Conformance 

Committee (ARC).  This includes, but is not limited to, all plantings, 

landscape decorations, landscape lighting and wall decorations, as well as 

hurricane shutters, screen rooms and solar water heaters.  In most cases the 

request will not be denied, but requiring approval is the best way to maintain 

the appearance of the community.  Certain plants are not permitted in the 

community, so be sure you have approval before you purchase and plant.  

 

Transponders – Do not give your transponder to anyone.  The reason the 

Association cancelled the gate cards and is using only transponders is to help 

control unrestricted access through the gates.  While you may know and trust 

the person you loan your transponder to, once it is out of your possession you 

have no control over who else has access to it.  If a transponder is found to be 

in the possession of any non-resident, it will be deactivated. After you bring 

the transponder into the office so that we can verify that it is once again in 

your possession, there will be a $35 charge to reactivate the transponder. 
 

The Rules and Regulations of Majestic Isles are not designed to keep anyone 

from enjoying their lifestyle, but so everyone can be proud to have a place 

they call “home.” 

Ken Miller, Association Manager 

 

 

 

For photos, information 

and back issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 

out our website: 

 

www.majesticisles.com 

 

The M.I. Newsletter is 

financially self-sustaining. 

All expenses are covered 

by advertising revenue.  
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Unofficial Highlights of M.I. Board of  

Directors Meeting, October 4, 2012 
 

Minutes of the October 2012 meeting will not be available 

until the Board approves them at the next meeting. To 

inform residents in a timely manner, we present the 

unofficial and abbreviated notes below.  
  

Treasurer’s Report, Sy Kugelmas 

 (Residents may request a report of the 10/4/12 cash 

positions and Statement of Operations at the office.)  

 Maintenance Receivables: The unpaid mainte-

nance for prior quarters is now $12,117.  Of this 

amount, our attorneys have collected $2,719.  The 

balance of $9,398 is due from one unit.  

 The budget is within current year compliance 

requirements. 

 The proposed 2013 budget prepared by the Budget 

Committee will be presented to the Board for 

approval at a Special Budget Meeting on October 23, 

2012 at 2:00 p.m. in the ballroom. 

 There have been 22 units sold in 2012, 16 patio 

homes and six single-family homes. The average 

single family was sold for $208,983 and the average 

patio home was sold for $164,200. 
 

Committee Reports 

COBWRA, Steve Bayer 

 The Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office (PBSO) is still 

running Operation Pill Drop to properly dispose of 

medications.  Check the flyer on the back lobby 

bulletin board for more information. 
 

Security, Steve Bayer 

 Residents are again requested not to keep the 

security guards from doing their jobs by sitting at the 

guardhouse and talking to them. 
 

Documents, Liz Hopwood 

 Proposed Amendments to the Documents were 

presented to the Board. 
 

Unfinished Business 

 Motion to reactivate transponders belonging to the 

owner of 5701 Swaying Palm Lane and to reinstate 

him as a resident in good standing with all rights as 

soon as we receive the funds from the attorney, 

passed unanimously. 

 Motion to have Hartzell go ahead with concrete 

repairs passed by unanimous vote. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
 

GET WELL 

Rita Goldman 

Blanche Ingber 

Phyllis Pinsel 

Harvey Vetstein 

 

SYMPATHY 
To the family of Edie Goodman. 

To Erwin Silling on the loss of his brother-in-law. 

To Fran Silling on the loss of her brother-in-law. 

To Joan Sorkin on the loss of her mother. 

To Phyllis Specland on the loss of her husband, Lou. 

 

MESSAGES 

I am grateful to my friends in Majestic Isles for their 

cards, donations, calls, visits, food and gifts after my 

recent surgery. Your caring helped me get through an 

unpleasant experience. Thank you all! 

Rita Goldman 
 

Many thanks to our neighbors and friends for your 

calls and cards in memory of our daughter, Gail.  

Gloria & Charlie Lindroth 
 

Thanks so much for the many well-wishes I received 

after my spine surgery. Your thoughtfulness is deeply 

appreciated, and, to paraphrase the song, “Majestic 

Isles is simply the best, better than all the rest.”  

Harvey Vetstein 
 

 

Please note: We reserve the right to edit for length (30 

word maximum) and clarity. Submit items to Elaine Jay by 

email at ElainJay@aol.com with Good and Welfare as the 

subject. Acknowledgement of each email will be sent as 

verification of receipt. 
 

 

 
 

BUDGET MEETING 

October 18.2012 
 

The revised quarterly maintenance payments for 

2013 will be $1007 for patio homes and $1062 for 

single family. 

mailto:ElainJay@aol.com
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
By Harvey Galan 

 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I 

want to welcome our Snowbirds back.  

We also warmly welcome our new neighbors.  

Majestic Isles has many clubs, activities and 

organizations.  Channel 63, our Majestic Isles 

newsletter and Manager’s Report will keep you 

posted about what is going on.  Our monthly Board 

of Directors meetings are open to everyone.  We 

welcome your presence and input. 

 
 

SAFETY IN THE ISLES 
By Steve Bayer 

 

Welcome back to sunny Florida to all of Majestic 

Isles’ seasonal residents.   
 

Some reminders: 

We have had a few more incidents of people 

tailgating into the community through the El Clair 

Ranch entrance.  This is a serious breach of security 

and presents a problem for the entire community.  

The correct procedure for entering the gate is to stop 

at the card reader, and then wait until the gate is fully 

open and the gate arm goes up.  Proceed through the 

gate and make a complete stop at the stop sign.  

This will prevent a second car from following you. 
 

Our community telephone books are private property 

and not to be shared with outsiders or salespeople.  

This is a security concern for your fellow residents. 
 

During the weekend of October 13-14, there was a 

home break-in at Brookside, the community directly 

to the east of us on Woolbright Road.  Attempts were 

made at two other homes in the same community.  

Please be aware, your security begins at your front 

door.  Make sure that your home is locked and your 

alarm is activated.  If you are unsure how to activate 

your alarm, please call DEVCON or Ken Miller 

(424-0952) for help with the instructions.  

 

Here is a “heads up” for anyone with papers or files 

that they would like shredded. Micro Shred will be 

here in the community on Wednesday morning, Dec. 

12, at 10:00 a.m.  Watch for the flyer in the 

clubhouse for information.  As in the past, the cost to 

residents will be $2 per box, with the balance 

subsidized by the Board of Directors. 

 

 
 

DRIVEWAYS  

By Paul Mendelsohn 

Editor’s note: Paul was assigned by the Board to oversee 

driveway inspections.  

Letters are being sent to approximately 100 residents, 

notifying them that their driveways need cleaning 

and/or staining (or painting). The preponderance of 

these require only cleaning and will need power 

washing to remove debris and stains. Each driveway 

was inspected by at least two people. 

The decision to require staining/painting was made 

only when discoloration was very noticeable.  We did 

not send notices where driveways were considered 

“borderline,” but we expect many more driveways 

will require repainting or staining next time.  

Generally it is the stamped concrete driveways that 

require periodic painting/staining.  If the paint has 

faded or “powdered” away, only power washing 

followed by a coat of appropriate paint is necessary.  

However, if the paint is peeling or bubbling, 

sandblasting is necessary to remove the paint. 

To avoid future peeling and bubbling, it is important 

to repaint with the proper material.  If the base paint 

is xylene or oil-based, either a xylene or latex-based 

product, including epoxy, may usually be used 

without removing (sandblasting) the base paint.    

Driveways that have been painted with latex-based 

paint can be recoated only with latex or epoxy.  If a 

driveway has been repainted more than twice without 

removal of the base paint, it should be sandblasted. 

Unpainted pavers, though not requiring painting do 

develop mold and other stains.  Usually this only 

requires power washing to correct, however, for 

severe stains sandblasting may be necessary. 

After a driveway is sandblasted, you are not required 

to paint or stain it if the surface is unmarked, but we 

do recommend that the driveways be covered with a 

sealer to resist mold or stains.  Pavers may also be 

sealed. Repainted or stained driveways should always 

be sealed.  Xylene stains as well as some epoxy 

paints and stains act as a sealer, and therefore, will 

not require a separate sealer coat. 

Except for sandblasted stamped concrete driveways 

with the base color of light tan, color changes must 

be preapproved by the Architectural Review 

Committee (ARC). 
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Highlights of the October 17, 2012 

COBWRA Meeting at Coral Lakes  

“Candidates Day at COBWRA”*  
US Congress, District 21  
Cesar Henao (NPA), an independent skeptic, said 

voters are partly to blame for Washington’s 

dysfunction since we keep sending the same people 

back there. Mike Trout (NPA), a progressive 

independent, called for a ban on all residential 

foreclosures. He said Deutch has not shown 

leadership since he votes with Democrats. Ted 

Deutch (D) (I) said he works really hard to create 

economic opportunity, to protect Medicare and Social 

Security for seniors and to impose sanctions on Iran. 

He supports overturning the Citizens United court 

decision. 
 

State Attorney  
Robert Gershman (NPA) said he has tried over 240 

jury trials both as a district attorney and defense 

attorney in our county and is a local criminal justice 

expert. Dina Keever (R) said she had more trial 

experience than her opponents together with over 250 

cases in Miami as a federal prosecutor, including the 

Noriega trial. Dave Aronberg (D) said he will work 

with Tallahassee to secure full funding for our State 

Attorney’s office to keep people safe. He described 

his experience fighting crime against seniors, 

insurance fraud and pill mills. 

State Senate, District 34  

Maria Sachs (D) cited her accomplishments in the 

House and Senate: Stopping international bank fees 

to cash checks for Holocaust victims, voting against 

both prayer and teaching creationism in schools. 

Ellyn Bogdanoff (R) said she was part of the 

Republican leadership in the House and Senate. She 

is the Senate sponsor of the HOA/Condo bill. She 

supports destination resorts with gambling in Florida. 

Board of County Commissioners, District 5 
Paul Tocker (R) supports Fire Rescue, the PBSO, 

the Ag Reserve and opposes raising any taxes. He 

described his experiences in the City of Schenectady, 

NY. Mary Lou Berger (D) reviewed some of the 

improvements she helped bring COBWRA: 

illuminated traffic signs, street lighting, extension of 

Lyons Road, affordable housing and new Fire Rescue 

stations. 

 

 

 
 

Officials’ Reports 
Chief Todd Blake, Battalion 4, Fire Rescue. 

October is Fire Prevention Month and people should 

replace the batteries and check the operation of 

smoke detectors. He reported the recent fatality of a 

lady who left her car running in the garage and died 

from carbon monoxide poisoning. He recommends 

CO detectors. Fire Rescue will help install smoke and 

CO detectors if requested. PBSO District 6 Captain 

Mark Murray reported that house and car burglaries 

were continuing where doors were left unlocked. Bad 

guys tend to move on when they find a house or car 

locked. Lock your house and car doors and never 

leave valuables inside cars. 

COBWRA Reports 
New COBWRA Members. Two communities were 

welcomed into COBWRA as new members: 

Smith Farm, an HOA family community of 

1,242 homes on Hypoluxo Road east of the 

Turnpike.  

Lyons Ranches, an HOA family community of 

15 homes on Lyons Road opposite Verona Lakes. 

COBWRA is 102 communities strong and repre-

sents 44,543 households and over 120,000 residents. 

Future Meetings (Open to the public)  
Nov 6, 6:30 p.m.: Growth Management, PBSO 

District 6.  

Nov 14, 9:30 a.m.: Delegates at Valencia Lakes 

(Hagen Ranch Road between Flavor Pict & 

Woolbright Roads.) Speaker: E. Wayne Gent, Super-

intendent, School District of Palm Beach County. 

    —Ken Lassiter for COBWRA Communications  

*Editors’ note: We have removed from these 

“Highlights” races in districts other than our own. 

No candidates for the Florida House of 

Representatives from our district (91) appeared at 

this COBWRA meeting. 
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MEDICARE OPEN SEASONS 

By Paul Mendelsohn 

 

For beneficiaries who have traditional Medicare and 

wish to change to a Medicare Advantage Plan or 

want to change from their current Medicare 

Advantage Plan to another, Medicare Open Season 

for Medicare Advantage Plans this year began 

October 15 and ends midnight December 7.  October 

15 through December 7 is also the open season to 

change stand-alone Medicare Prescription Drug 

Coverage (Medicare Part D).  If you currently are 

covered by a Medicare Advantage Plan but wish to 

change to traditional Medicare this may be done 

between January 1 and midnight February 14.  There 

are two ways to change your enrollment:  You may 

go online to medicare.gov or you may do it by phone 

(1-800-633-4227).   
 

If you are considering changing plans, information is 

available to compare plans to see if one is better for 

you. Before you make any change in your 

coverage be sure the physicians, facilities and 

pharmacies you require are included in the plan 

you select.  Review the Notice of Change statement 

that you have received in the mail from your current 

plan. Also review the information provided at 

medicare.gov to compare plans available to people 

who reside in your zip code area.  For Snowbirds 

especially, make sure you can receive the medical 

services you may need regardless of where you are. 

This year for the first time, Medicare has 

implemented a 5-star report card on both Medicare 

Advantage plans and stand-alone prescription plans.  

This information, available on medicare.gov, allows 

you to check the status of your current plan and see 

how it compares with other available choices.  I ad-

vise that you check this site before you make your 

decision as a large number of plans providing 

services in South Florida received evaluations below 

three stars. 

A terrific resource available to you is the State Health 

Insurance Counseling Program, a federally-funded 

program administered by the state that provides, at no 

cost, volunteer counselors to advise beneficiaries who 

are considering changing their Medicare health plan.  

In Florida, Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders 

(SHINE) provides this service.  To find a SHINE 

contact for your area, call 1-800-963-5337. 

 

 

 

AND ANOTHER THING… 
                                                            By Peter Fazio 

 

Am I the only one?  
 

I am always troubled when I call Comcast, or a 

department store, or a bank and a 12 year-old clerk 

(for whom English is a second language) calls me 

Peter. I don’t think these folks are rude. I think they 

just don’t realize that I am 65 years old, I have two 

children and two grandchildren (I know, these are 

small numbers by MI standards!) Does my age 

warrant some measure of respect? I think it does! 
 

My two delightful granddaughters do sometimes call 

me Grandpa Pete, but I have known them since they 

were born. I don’t recall changing diapers for anyone 

at Comcast, Macy’s or Bank of America, nor have I 

met any of these folks in social settings! 
 

In my working life, I managed donor relations at a 

large university, which means that I had to make 

folks happy about how their donated funds were used 

by the school. Whether the donation was $2 or $2 

million, everyone was treated with respect, which, by 

definition, meant addressing folks as Mr., Mrs., Ms. 

or Miss. 
 

I believe the only way to stop this trend is to fight 

back. If someone does call me Peter, I ask them if we 

ever met and how old they are. Another favorite 

question is to ask what their father’s first name is.  
 

Am I the Only One? 
 

Did you know that you don’t know what you are 

watching on TV unless they tell you in big bold 

letters on the bottom of the screen? “Good Morning 

America” ran a story about fires in Colorado. At the 

bottom of the screen the “trailer” read “FIRES IN 

COLORADO!” I guess the network executives have 

decided that the viewing public cannot understand an 

announcer when he says “fires in Colorado.”  
 

And they wonder why network viewership has 

declined? Since 1980, for instance, the three 

commercial evening newscasts have lost 28.9 million 

viewers, or 55.5% of the audience they once had. Do 

they think that entire decline can be explained away 

by the rise of cable TV?  
 

Remember, these are the same executives that ran a 

comedy series based on the GEICO Neanderthals and 

a drama series about singing policemen (Cop Rock). 
 

Until next time… 
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It’s the time of the year when you make up your 

holiday gift-giving list, so here are some ideas. 

Collect several small terracotta pots and regular clay 

pots, small decorative stones, small bags of potting 

soil, a trowel, gloves, decorative stickers, color foil 

wrap, colored cellophane, and ribbon. The above are 

items that you may need for replanting and 

decorating the small plants you purchase to use as 

gifts. The following indoor houseplants make 

beautiful personal gifts, especially if decorated in a 

festive way.  

 

You want to provide plants that are easy to care for. 

One such plant is the peace lily. To start with, obtain 

a potted plant and separate the root structure for 

individual transplants. Insert the transplant in potting 

soil and water it well, allowing water to drain from 

the bottom of the pot. The peace lily, a green leafy 

plant with white flowers, prefers sitting in a window 

where it receives some indirect sunlight.  

 

Philodendrons are wonderful hardy indoor plants that 

have been recommended as an air-cleaning plant for 

your home. To start a new plant, cut a clipping from 

the original plant and place it in water to allow the 

roots to grow. Once the roots are established, 

transplant the cutting to your gift pot. Place the 

philodendron in a window where it will receive 

indirect sunlight, and water every couple of days to 

keep the soil moist. 

 

To give the African violet as a gift, purchase the plant 

in a 4-inch plastic pot that needs a decorative touch. 

This low growing plant forms a rosette that consists 

of dark green oval foliage on somewhat fuzzy leaves.  

 

 

 

 

 

It can flower year-round under good conditions. Even 

plants that receive barely enough light to survive will 

often bloom at least occasionally when the light is 

especially bright. The flowers are borne in clusters 

near the center of the rosette and come in a wide 

range of forms and colors. 

 

Why not try succulents as unique gift plants? Many 

will grow from cuttings or division and they require 

very little maintenance.  Easy succulents to grow 

include jade, aloe vera, crown of thorns, and many 

varieties of cactus. All succulents require soil on the 

dry side; too much water damages these plants. 

Happy succulents are the ones that get plenty of 

direct sunlight.   

 

The plantings that can be propagated from cuttings 

and divisions, as described above, can be transplanted 

to a decorative gift pot. Add some stones at the 

bottom of the pot for drainage, then add a little 

potting soil, hollow out the middle and place the 

transplant in the hollowed out soil. Fill in around the 

plant and leave about one inch from the top of the pot 

as a water reservoir.  Water lightly until water comes 

out from the bottom of the pot.  

 

Now comes the finishing touch! Wrap the pot in 

colored tin foil or colored cellophane. Decorate the 

pot with stickers and a ribbon. You may want to 

place colored stones on the soil surface. 

 

You now have a DIY (do-it-yourself) personal gift 

for the holidays. 

 

Happy Gardening! 
 

 

 

Gardening in the Isles  
By 

Stan Davidson 
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The Reel Story   

ARGO 
By Judy Radin 

Most of us can recall 1979 

when rebels broke into the U.S. 

Embassy in Tehran and took a 

number of American hostages. 

This act was in retaliation for 

the United States’ support of 

the Shah who had been recently deposed…and it 

touched off what became known as The Iran Hostage 

Crisis. The insurgents didn’t know, however, that six 

Americans eluded capture and sought asylum at the 

Canadian Embassy. 

This is where the new Ben Affleck film, “Argo” 

begins. Affleck, who stars in and directs the film, 

plays the role of Tony Mendez, a CIA agent. The 

State Department sought him as an advisor to 

investigate options of getting the six escaped 

Americans out of Iran. Though Mendez finds flaws in 

most of the suggested methods, he is hit by a brilliant 

idea when he and his young son were viewing Planet 

of the Apes on T.V.  Why not create a cover story 

that alludes to the fugitives being a Canadian film 

crew who were exploring unusual locations for a 

movie?  

Mendez and his supervisor contact John Chambers 

(John Goodman), a film make-up artist, who 

previously created disguises for the CIA. Chambers 

advises them to get in touch with Lester Siegel (Allan 

Arkin), an unassuming yet successful filmmaker. 

Together they set up a bogus film studio and arrange 

to promote a science fantasy movie called “Argo,” 

modeled after Star Wars. They plan to use the movie, 

as a cover for their clandestine operation. This plan is 

so incredible that it would be hard to believe if it 

hadn’t been fully documented. 

The pressure mounts in Tehran as the fugitives 

become more anxious during their confinement to the 

Canadian ambassador’s residence.   

The irrationality of Mendez’ plan and the lengths to 

which he and his partners are willing to go make it all 

seem authentic. First they look for a screenplay that 

would be credible enough to shoot in an atypical 

setting such as Iran. Siegel, the producer, stresses that 

even though the movie is a fake, he wants to be 

certain that it is a fake hit. 

 

 
The smoke screen continues with the generating of 

fake passports, identities etc.  A large ad is inserted in 

trendy newspapers and magazines advertising a script 

reading where huge numbers of natives show up in 

costume to support the film. 

Mendez enters Iran using an alias and obtains 

certification as a film producer. He then visits the 

Americans at the Canadian ambassador’s home and 

explains his plan to them. He provides them with 

Canadian passports and a lot of information to study 

about their false identities to help them get through 

airport security. Though apprehensive, the Americans 

consent to go along with the ruse realizing that they 

have no other option.  

Though the plan is called off in favor of a military 

rescue, Mendez independently decides to carry on as 

previously arranged…forcing his superiors to 

reactivate logistical support.  

The pressure starts building as Mendez rehearses the 

Americans on information regarding their new 

identities and how convincing they must be. Within 

the last half hour of the film, the tension comes to a 

head when at the airport, the escapees’ flight 

reservations are held up until the last moment. They 

are finally confirmed when a call is made to the 

imaginary studio in Hollywood and Chambers (John 

Goodman) verifies their identity. Though the 

insurgents expose the deception and hurry to stop the 

fugitives, an exciting chase ensues as the Swiss Air 

plane taxis down the runway. One member in our 

audience was so caught up in the traumatic ending 

scene that he shouted out, “So take off already!!!”  

Ben Affleck’s third endeavor as a director is a 

winner. In “Argo” he demonstrates his skill at 

keeping the audience at the edge of their seats until 

the very end.  

 

VETERAN’S DAY – NOVEMBER 11 
 

I think there is one higher office than 

president and I would call that patriot.  

~ Gary Hart       

When our perils are past, shall our gratitude sleep?  

~ George Canning       

As we express our gratitude, we must never forget 

that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them.  ~  John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
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BETWEEN TWO RIVERS 
By Bill Harris 

Because the Earth curves, unit surface areas at low 

latitudes receive greater amounts of incident solar 

radiation than do those at higher latitudes. This 

excess solar heat is transported toward the poles in 

both the northern and southern hemispheres through a 

system of vertical atmospheric circulation cells. On 

the surface, these are called planetary wind belts. 

Winds are named for the direction from which they 

blow. Prevailing Westerlies at mid-latitudes are 

sandwiched between Polar Easterlies at high latitudes 

and the Northeast and Southeast Trade Winds belts at 

low latitudes.  

On the western side of the Americas and Eurasia, the 

Trade Winds blow warm nutrient-deficient surface 

waters out to sea. These waters are replaced by cold 

nutrient-rich waters that slowly upwell to the surface 

(26-30 feet per day) from beneath the thermocline (a 

layer of the ocean where temperature decreases 

rapidly with increasing depth). These zones of coastal 

upwelling are some of the most fertile areas of the 

world ocean. Here, the abundance of fertilizer 

nutrients and sunlight sustains an almost constant 

bloom of floating diatoms (plant plankton). Off the 

coast of Peru, anchovetta in great numbers graze on 

these plankton meadows. These fish (about 12 

million tons in 1971–almost 20 percent of the entire 

worldwide fish catch for that year!), which are used 

as fishmeal for livestock and poultry, constituted an 

enormous cash crop for the Peruvian economy.  

One winter, just about Christmas, 55 years ago, 

Peruvian fisherman noticed an abrupt, almost 

complete decline in their anchovetta catch. Warm 

nutrient-depleted water had intruded from the west 

flowing across the Peruvian continental shelf and 

replacing the cold nutrient-rich coastal water. Thus 

was born "El Niño" – meaning the (Christ) Child. 

The anchovetta fishery tanked with disastrous 

economic consequences for Peru. “Savior” it wasn't, 

at least not for the Peruvians; but for us, between our 

two rivers, an El Niño is a blessing.  

The western equatorial South Pacific is a region of 

unusually high sea surface temperature (as high as 31 

degrees Celsius or almost 88 degrees Fahrenheit) 

known as the West Pacific Warm Pool (WPWP). An 

El Niño begins when the pool of warm water in the 

western Pacific near Indonesia and the Philippines, 

pushed there by the Trade Winds, spills eastward  

 

pushed there by the Trade Winds, spills eastward 

across the Pacific. This happens when the Trade 

Winds collapse as atmospheric surface pressures 

attempt to equilibrate between Easter Island in the 

East Pacific and Darwin, Australia.  

El Niño conditions usually occur every five to seven 

years and can last from two to three years. The 

reversed winds, i.e. westerlies that develop along the 

Pacific's thermal equator during an El Niño, can shear 

the tops off developing tropical cyclones in the 

Atlantic Basin. Wind shear prevents hurricane 

intensification and the tropical cyclones usually fall 

apart before they reach Florida or other North 

American coastal areas. Therefore, El Niño years, are 

blessings for south Florida. 

Not so are La Niña years. The 2011 La Niña Atlantic 

Basin hurricane season saw 19 tropical cyclones, 

including 12 hurricanes of which four were Category 

3 or higher – a very intense hurricane season. Wind 

shear was minimal and storms therefore were free to 

develop to their maximum intensity. Fortunately for 

us, Hurricane Irene 2011 (Category 3) veered away 

from the Florida coast. It then hugged the Atlantic 

coastline bringing devastation from North Carolina 

northwards and catastrophic flooding to metro-New 

York and New England.  

Tropical Storm Isaac 2012 skipped by us into the 

Gulf but left much of Florida under more than a foot 

of water. Other 2012 tropical cyclones tracked 

northward in the Atlantic never coming close to our 

East Coast. Most never attained hurricane status. One 

hit Newfoundland, one impacted Spain, and tropical 

storm Nadine made an almost complete clockwise 

transit about the Atlantic Basin. A very curious 

hurricane season indeed, thanks to a persistent low-

pressure trough off our east coast, courtesy of a 

weakening La Niña. 

We currently are near the end of a very pronounced 

two-year long La Niña. As of early October, the 

WPWP and its associated atmospheric convective 

low-pressure region of intense storms had migrated 

eastward along the equator spreading into the eastern 

Pacific. If this newest El Niño fully develops, Florida 

and much of the southern US can expect wet and cool 

winters. Numerous cold fronts probably will slide 

deep into south Florida. The Deep South, from 

Memphis through Atlanta to Charlestown might see 

record snowfalls. Warm and dry winters should 

prevail in the northern United States, including 

Alaska. 
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INVESTORS DISCUSSION GROUP  
                                By Al Silverman,.Facilitator 

 

Oh! Woe is me, Woe is me, Woe is me, Woe is me.  

Oh! Wow is us, Wow is us, and Wow is us, and 

Wow!! What a mixture of feelings that expresses 

confusion over the options we face in determining 

how to protect our financial portfolio and our cash 

flow. The market is “turbulent” and  “discombo-

bulating” as usual as the aggressive and nervous 

“chalerias" (shrew or evil and obnoxious persons/ the 

hedge funds and short term traders) react to day-to-

day and minute-to-minute news with millions of 

dollars being tossed back and forth as in a ferocious 

basketball or hockey game. 
 

We try to stay calm and think rationally about the 

fundamental direction we want to take. We hope to 

find “safety,” yet realize that higher yields are 

available by climbing the ladder of risk. Let’s pick an 

example of relative safety. Two income investments 

that are often classified as conservative are AT&T 

and Verizon. 
 

At the bottom of the crash of 2008 (actually Feb.-

March 2009) they both hit bottom, as did most all 

stocks. Since then they have recovered to where they 

are now trading with a current yield of approximately 

4.5% to 4.7%.  
 

Compare that with the many stocks we have 

mentioned at our meetings that have experienced 

similar moves both down and then up, all of which 

provide current yields of 7% to 15%. Does that mean 

the potential risk is similar? Not necessarily. But, 

since the selection choice is between you and your 

advisor, why not benefit from the higher income 

during this period of so-called euphoria and get paid 

while you wait for any possible growth?  
 

With that said, the game plan by the Fed using QE3 

to lower interest rates to help stimulate the economy 

is beginning to be effective on interest rates, though it 

may be too soon to see any positive effects on the 

economy. The interest rate spread is beginning to 

narrow and the yield curve is flattening, although 

there is increasing evidence that long-term rates may 

be rising.  What confusion!  What an anomaly! Many 

of the mortgage REIT’s experienced lower earnings 

and reacted by reducing their dividends. They now 

pay, would you believe, a lower average yield of 10% 

to 15% (still not bad in this low-interest market). An 

early warning signal, however, is the change in 

Annaly. Annaly invests in agency mortgage-backed  

 

securities. Some fund managers are investing more in 

non-agency securities that lack government backing 

but could provide a higher level of income and 

greater investment flexibility. They also consider 

Fanny Mae and Freddie Mac that are the targets of 

the Fed buying under QE3 to be overpriced. 
 

In some cases, the market value dropped.  In other 

cases the price remained stable or increased either 

because of the potential for slow growth or the fact 

that investors are continuing to search or reach for 

income, or both. One increasing concern is that the 

velocity of prepayments is increasing, requiring the 

need to replace some of the holdings with lower 

yielding securities and thus further depressing yields. 

The mortgage REITS can defend, to some extent, by 

increasing leverage and purchasing alternate 

mortgage securities, etc. Stock selection has always 

been a challenging endeavor. Even after you do your 

research and due diligence and discuss the issue with 

your investment advisor, there remains the debatable 

issue of good market timing (which means “when to 

buy without getting clobbered”). 
  

The best investment bought before a short-term price 

downturn due to some market influence could cause 

severe disappointment and a strong urge to sell and 

run. However, if you did your research and due 

diligence when you purchased a security and decided 

that it met your requirement as an appropriate 

investment, then you may want to hold on during 

short periods of volatility. On the other hand, if the 

market is turning against you---------?????? Several 

stocks were mentioned at the meeting on October 8, 

2012 as candidates for further research, 
 

Please remember that all that appears above is from a 

financial news reporter (Facilitator) and not a hot 

tip sheet. The subjects provided are for information 

only and are not to be considered as recommen-

dations. If any of what we have presented interests 

you, do your own research and due diligence and 

consult with your advisor. 
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THE BUCKET LIST 

                                                 By Phyllis M. Cohen 
 

I’m having breakfast one morning and intermittently 

glancing at the Today Show on television when my 

attention is caught by a woman in the audience 

outside the studio talking to host Al Roker. To his 

inevitable question, “What brings you here?’ she 

shows him the sign she is carrying. “You’re on my 

bucket list. It’s one of my dreams to be on the Today 

Show with you.” And just like that, the phrase sticks 

in my mind so that for the next few weeks I seem to 

hear that phrase “Bucket List” over and over again. 

When a Boeing cargo plane drops pieces of its door 

over a Seattle neighborhood, one the residents 

interviewed says to reporters, “Well, at least I can 

take that off my bucket list.” The Palm Beach Post 

featured a story about a terminally ill woman 

fulfilling her “bucket list” with her family and friends 

(though she dubbed it her “memories list”) and a 

bank robber was called the “bucket list bandit” 

because he claimed to be incurably ill and for some 

reason robbing banks was part of his agenda. 
 

If by now you haven’t figured out what “the bucket 

list” is, it stems from a 2007 film with Jack 

Nicholson and Morgan Freeman as two terminally ill 

patients who leave the hospital to fulfill some of their 

unrealized dreams. The bucket list represents their 

pursuit of these dreams before they “kick the bucket.” 

(For those who haven’t seen the movie, think of it as 

in the class with Forrest Gump. You’ll need either 

four hankies or a barf bag, depending upon your 

sensibilities.) 
 

In any event, the phrase set me to thinking about my 

own personal bucket list. It proved easier to come up 

with a list of things I didn’t want to do.  I definitely 

do not want to do any traveling that requires six 

immunizations before I leave or necessitates three 

weeks of antibiotic treatments when I return. I also 

do not want to be thrown out of any fast moving 

vehicles, dragged behind a plane or boat, with or 

without a parachute, submerged under deep seas or in 

dark caves, accelerated out of any devices, be they 

rockets or carnival rides, or schlepped up a mountain 

on the back of a Sherpa or a llama.  
 

If I sound more like a couch potato, maybe even a 

mashed potato, I plead guilty. I’ve already done the 

10 countries in 30 days, slept out in a tent in the 

mountains (the White Mountains, not the Himalayas, 

I admit) with three squabbling kids yet. I recently   

watched a documentary on the famous Blue Grotto  

 

and watched the boat being tugged into a narrow 

opening in the cave over rough waters so the tourists 

could enjoy the sight of the blue waters and cave. All 

I could think of was the old Jackie Mason joke when 

he complained, “They dragged me 1000 miles to the 

Caribbean to see the waters and said, ‘look how blue 

it is.’ I thought if I wanted to see blue water I could 

have looked in the toilet bowl.” Now when I say 

roughing it, I mean staying at the Holiday Inn. As for 

personal goals, I’ve given up the idea of a Pulitzer. 

Maybe publishing my book* at the same time as 

Arnold Schwarzenegger’s wasn’t such a great idea. 
 

But I was curious to see what others thought of the 

bucket list concept so I started talking to friends and 

family. To my surprise some had no such list. My 

daughter said she was happy with her career and 

family, as did our long time editor Gerry Herman, 

whose sole wish was a trip to Hawaii. You go, girl. 

Edye Frankel told me that her amazing bicycle trip  

in South Africa a few years ago was the fulfillment of 

one of her bucket list dreams. One of our favorite 

MILT actresses, Estelle Snyder longed for a trip in a 

hot air balloon to celebrate her upcoming big 

anniversary. Wow! Maybe by now she has done it! 
 

The irrepressible Claire Deveney floored me with a 

list of wishes starting with some of those longed for 

trips around the world, or even back to her New 

England stomping ground, and culminating in some 

exotic trips like the South Pacific. But her personal 

goals are also still in the future, including everything 

from writing a prize-winning play, to doing stand-up 

comedy and running for Congress. I’m inclined to 

believe that being in public office is probably good 

training for being a stand-up comedian, or is it the 

other way around? We’ll know soon whether one of 

her dreams to attend President Obama’s second 

inauguration is in the cards. 
 

So what if you don’t have a bucket list? If you are 

like me, you may not even have a shopping list, let 

alone a bucket list or even a teacup list of 

expectations. Some days I find it hard enough just to 

plan what I am having for lunch. But I always try to 

remain open to doing some of the things I have 

thought about. If you do have a “bucket list,” more 

power to you. To quote the song in South Pacific, “If 

you don’t have a dream, how you gonna make your 

dream come true?”  (But if you have a bucket list, let 

me know and we’ll print Bucket List II).  
 

* For information about Phyllis’ book, a compilation 

of her articles, please call her (740-1960) 
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FLAVORS OF FLORIDA  

        By Donna Shaneson 
 

We have many choices of theater series this season. 
 

Boynton Beach Theater Company 

561-742-7310 

Lawrence Rd. at Hypoluxo Rd. 

www.TheBBTC.com 

This company presents musicals: 

Oct. 17-Nov. 18: “I Write The Songs”  

A celebration of Barry Manilow 

Dec. 12-20: “Bungalow Bunnies”  

    The real Catskills Musical 

Feb. 13- March 24: “Meet me at the Pitkin”  

A three show Mini-season is available. 

 

Plaza Theater is also nearby. 

561-588-1820 

262 South Ocean Blvd, Manalapan 

www.Theplazatheater.net 

Oct. 18 - Nov. 18: “Driving Miss Daisy” 

December 6 -30: “LUV,” starring Avi Hoffman 

Jan. 17 - Feb. 18:  “Chapter Two” 

Feb. 21- March 31: “Waist Watchers, The Musical” 

 

Palm Beach Dramaworks  

561-514-4042 

201 Clematis Street, West Palm Beach 33401 

www.palmbeachdramaworks.org 

Check the website for times and dates. 

 

The Society for Four Arts is another venue to check 

for films, theater, lectures and art.   The Society is 

now going to present live theater as well. 

561-655-7227 

2 Four Arts Plaza, Palm Beach 

www.fourarts.org 

 

The Delray Beach Playhouse has a wonderful series 

lined up. 

561-272-1281 

950 W. 9th Street, Delray Beach  

www.delraybeachplayhouse.com 

Nov. 30 - Dec. 16:  “The Sound of Music” 

Jan. 25 - Feb. 10:  “His Eye is on the Sparrow” (Ethel 

Waters) 

The Musical Memory programs are informative and 

very entertaining. 

 

 

 

 

Stage Door Theater 

954-344-7765 

80306 Sample Rd, Coral Springs 

www.stagedoorfl.org. 

This site offers a wonderful musicals and drama. 

Nov. 9 - Dec. 2: “6 dance lessons in 6 weeks.” 

Dec. 7- Dec. 31: “Showboat,” an American 

masterpiece. 
 

People who complain about the lack of theater in 

Florida will be surprised at all the terrific choices 

available.  Kravis, Broward and Coral Springs all 

offer many wonderful choices of music, dance, drama 

and lectures. Keep Busy, Keep Active, Keep 

Thinking and Keep Enjoying the abundance!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PET PATCH   

                                                     By Molly 
 

Wow – we’ve had a “cold wave” – 

or was that a “cool wave”?  Lower 

humidity sure made a difference! 

Now I love going out for my walks 

– and Mom is okay with it too!  

Maybe the Snowbirds brought this 

change to us – if so, THANK YOU!!  On the other 

hand, I heard it’s in the 50’s up North, so maybe they 

were just escaping the cold. 
  

But we’re glad to see the Snowbirds coming back – 

that’s many more folks who play with me!  But that 

also means turning the clocks back and then we walk 

in the dark at night. Mom doesn’t like that too much, 

because I go after the frogs – even the poisonous 

ones, since I don’t know the difference.  But I’m glad 

she does, or I’d get mighty sick.  I hope all my 

friends show their parents which ones are poisonous.  

My only description is they’re like an ugly blob – and 

they don’t move, but the “good” ones hop away.  So 

please be careful. 
  

Welcome back to all the Snowbirds – and I wish all a 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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A MEMORABLE THANKSGIVING 
                                                          By Joan Sorkin 
 

Our parents had just moved to Florida and this would 

be the first Thanksgiving that the Sakren family 

would not be together. 
 

My sister Doris and her family lived in New Jersey. 

My younger sister Jennifer, newly married, lived in 

Manhattan and Marvin and I lived with our family on 

Long Island. Jennifer invited us all to her apartment. 

Doris decided to stay home and celebrate with just 

her family. 
 

We wanted to go to the Macy’s Parade before dinner 

and Jennifer apologized that she would not be able to 

make a traditional dinner. We certainly did not care, 

as we just wanted to be with family. 
 

We divided our group – our two boys would go with 

Marvin and Bob. Tracy would come with Jennifer 

and me. If we got separated, we would meet back at 

the apartment. 
 

The parade was as wonderful as I had remembered 

from going many years earlier with my father. Tracy, 

who was only 8, was spellbound and it was worth all 

the crowds to see her enjoyment. Imagine my 

children’s surprise as Bob and Jennifer served a 

lavish feast of spaghetti and meatballs. We licked our 

fingers and enjoyed every last strand of pasta. 
 

What’s more important, we never forgot this special 

day. My children still talk about the year we had 

spaghetti and meatballs for Thanksgiving dinner. 

 

 
 

 

 

CREAM OF PUMPKIN SOUP  

by Paul Mendelsohn 

 

 
 

Fall and Winter seem to be the time we eat pumpkin.  

The following recipe is one of my favorites and is 

fast and very easy to prepare.  It makes six  to eight 

servings; takes 15 minutes to prepare and 30 to 50 

minutes to cook. 
 

Ingredients: 

3 T butter or margarine 

1 large onion, finely chopped (1 cup) 

2 cloves garlic, Minced 

1/8 to 1/4 t crushed red pepper flakes(optional) 

2 14-oz cans of chicken broth 

1/2 cup uncooked orzo or wild rice 

1 1/2 cups half and half, light cream, or milk 

1 T all-purpose flour 

1 15-oz can pumpkin 

Cracked pepper (optional) 
 

Directions: 

1.  In a large saucepan melt butter over medium heat.  

Add onion and garlic; cook for 5 minutes or until 

tender, stirring occasionally.  Add crushed pepper; 

cook 1 minute.  Add chicken broth; raise heat to 

medium high and bring to boil.  Stir in orzo or wild 

rice.  Cover and lower heat to simmer.  If using orzo, 

cook for 10 minutes; if using wild rice, cook 40 

minutes or until tender. 

2. In a container with a tight-fitting cover, combine 

cream and flour.  Cover and shake well to combine. 

Whisk into mixture, raise heat to medium and stir 

until slightly thickened and bubbly.  Whisk in 

pumpkin and cook for 3 to 5 additional minutes.  

gggLadle into bowls and garnish with crushed black 

pepper. 
 

Note:  2 cups mashed cooked butternut squash or 

sweet potato may be substituted for pumpkin. 

 

***** 
 

Thanksgiving dinners take eighteen hours to prepare. 

They are consumed in twelve minutes. Half-times 

take twelve minutes. This is not coincidence." -Erma 

Bombeck 
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BOOK TALKS 
                                      By Judy Markowitz 

 

 
 

At the Book Talks and More meeting on Wednesday, 

Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. Suzanne Skinner will facilitate a 

discussion of “Gone Girl” by Gillian Flynn. 
 

“Gone Girl” opens on the occasion of Amy and Nick 

Dunne's fifth wedding anniversary.  Amy disappears 

under very disturbing circumstances.  Nick and Amy 

were the golden couple when they first began their 

courtship.  They could complete each other’s 

sentences and guess each other’s reactions.  Smart, 

charming, gorgeous and also narcissistic, selfish and 

cruel, they complete each other in a dangerous way.   
 

On the day of their fifth wedding anniversary, Nick's 

wife, Amy, disappears.  There are signs of struggle in 

the house, and Nick quickly becomes the prime 

suspect.  It doesn't help that Nick hasn't been 

completely honest with the police and, as Amy's case 

drags out for weeks, more and more vilifying 

evidence appears against him.  Nick, however, 

maintains his innocence.   
 

The story is told from alternating points of view 

between Nick and Amy.  Gillian Flynn creates an 

untrustworthy world that changes chapter-to-chapter.  

To describe “Gone Girl” a psychological thriller is an 

understatement. As revelation after revelation 

unfolds, it becomes clear that the truth is far more 

dark, far more twisted, and far more creepy than you 

can imagine.   
 

The book is masterfully plotted from start to finish 

and the suspense doesn't waver from one page to the 

next.  It's one of those books you feel the need to 

discuss immediately after finishing reading.   
 

“Gone Girl” is a very exciting book, and we hope to 

have an exciting discussion on Nov. 28. Do join us!  

 

 

Yiddish Club 
By Reggie Zimmerman 

 

Everyone is welcome at our Chanukah 

– Holiday program on Dec. 9 – but we 

do need help with planning and prepa-

rations. Please call Reggie (738-0116) 

or Lee Katz (733-6702) to volunteer.   

  
 

MAJESTIC ISLES LITTLE THEATER  

General Meeting, October 14, 2012 
                                                     By Selma Friedman 

 

“Politically Incorrect” was delightful.   It was set as a 

Town Hall Meeting with President Obama and 

Governor Romney and their supporters well 

represented. It even included voter participation. 

Parodies of familiar songs spoofed both sides of the 

political aisle. 
 

The idea for the show was originally conceived by 

Thelma Mechanic and Naomi Marcus, eight years 

ago and was a great success. Seena Calder, Doris 

Davidoff,  Barbara Portnoff, and Ed Strauber wrote 

this year’s script. Phil Chermak, Doris Davidoff, 

Selma Friedman, Thelma Mechanic, Barbara Portnoff 

and Ed Strauber handled the lyric adaptation. 
 

In areas of expertise, Barbara served as Director, 

Doris as Producer, Selma as Musical Director, 

Francine Gitto handled Set Design, Buddy Koch was 

on Sound and Milt Swersky and Mark Jaffie were the 

Stage Managers. 
 

Our two main characters, President Obama and 

Governor Romney were portrayed wonderfully by 

Edd Bloom and Ira Schneider. Lots of work, guys, 

well done! Claire Deveney performed as the debate 

moderator. 
 

All of the other parodies were performed by our 

dedicated soloists and chorus.   They are to be 

commended for learning “other” words to melodies 

they already knew.   Thanks to Ed Gerard, Francine 

Gitto, Liz Hopwood, Roberta Jaffie, Linda Kessler, 

Arlene Koch, Alene Kristal, Nancy Levitan, Paul 

Mendelsohn, Norma Schneider, Doris Silverman, Al 

Silverman, Estelle Snyder, Marvin Sorkin, and Gloria 

Steingart. This was a major undertaking, but lots of 

fun.  And what a great thing to have our new digital 

piano! No more worries about those “too high” notes.  

We ended on a “High Note,” but of a different kind. 
 

Again, we thank our terrific hospitality crew – 

Francine Gitto, Linda Kessler, Nancy Levitan, 

Merille Rodin, Joyce Stoudermire and Judy Zeid. 
 

The beautiful newsletter cover and the playbill cover 

were designed by Jerry Fefferman and our entire 

production was videotaped by Ed Strauber. 

 



                                                               Majestic Isles News                                                   November 2012 

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them you saw their ad in the Majestic Isles News. 

24 

 

MAJESTICS BOWLING LEAGUE 

Spares and Strikes 
By Dave Feinberg, President 

 
 

We’re really rolling along, now into the fifth week of 

our bowling season.  

 
WEEK 3 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 

 

Al Lynn 149 Al Lynn 438 

Arnie Everett 135   
 

WEEK 3 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME    HIGH SERIES  
 

Estelle Snyder 140 Estelle Snyder 373 
 

 

WEEK 4 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Al Lynn 145 Al Lynn 407 

Dave Feinberg 143 Dave Feinberg 394 
 

WEEK 4 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME  HIGH SERIES 
 

Shirley Scheffel 137 Shirley Scheffel 396 

Toni Kohn 121 Toni Kohn 314 
 

 

WEEK 5 – MEN:     HIGH GAME     HIGH SERIES 
 

Dave Feinberg 167 Dave Feinberg 426 

Al Lynn 160 Al Lynn 440 
 

WEEK 4 – WOMEN: HIGH GAME  HIGH SERIES 
 

Estelle Snyder 157 Estelle Snyder 396 

Toni Kohn 140 Toni Kohn 352 
 

At this time, we would like to welcome Rhoda 

Halfon to our bowling league.  We encourage all new 

novice bowlers to give us a try. Come on down and 

enjoy the camaraderie. 
  

 

 

MEN’S CLUB 
                                                        By Joel Cohen 

 

Men's Club welcomes back our seasonal residents. 
 

Our next event is a trip to the Gulfstream Racetrack 

& Casino on Thursday, Dec. 20 at 10:00 a.m. We 

are going to try an evening trip to the Seminole 

Coconut Creek Casino sometime in February. We 

will keep you updated. 
 

Just a reminder to keep Thursday night, Feb. 14 for 

our Valentine's Day party, jointly planned with the 

Women's Club. 

 

MAJESTIC ISLES TRAVEL CLUB 
By Doris Davidoff 

 

It’s almost time for 

our highly anticipated 

one-day trip to 

Costume World. We 

have had our largest 

response to any Travel 

Club trip for this one. 

At the time I’m 

writing this, we have 40 people signed up for 

Costume World. We are all looking forward to a very 

enjoyable day, including Costume World’s museum, 

lunch in its restaurant, which is reminiscent of Tavern 

on the Green in New York, and some entertainment. 

There may still be space when you read this, so, if 

you have not already signed up but want to go, please 

join us. Flyers are in the back lobby.  
 

Our next trip is a new experiment for our Travel 

Club. We have combined forces with the Snowbirds 

to jointly offer a one-night, two-day trip to Naples, 

departing on January 29, 2013 and returning the next 

day. The trip includes roundtrip motor coach 

transportation between Majestic Isles and Naples, a 

tour of Naples, lunch and shopping and a show of 

“Fiddler on the Roof” at the Broadway Palm Dinner 

Theater on Tuesday. On Wednesday, we start with 

breakfast and then enjoy a cruise of Naples Bay and 

shopping at Miromar with a discount coupon booklet, 

before returning to Majestic Isles. All taxes and 

gratuities are included in the price. Flyers with the 

details are available in the back lobby and you can 

book this trip through either club. 
 

Our next meeting is Nov. 18 at 11:00 a.m. in the 

clubhouse. Please join us for information, fun and 

games with a travel theme. We may have some 

information on a possible trip to Savannah.  
 

The Travel Club is open to all Majestic Isles residents 

and their friends and relatives, even if they don’t live 

here. There is no membership fee. We meet monthly, 

usually on the fourth Sunday of the month at 11:00 

a.m. in the clubhouse. Visit our website at 

www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm to see what 

trips are available. You can also view pictures from 

past trips. If you like to travel, talk about travel or 

just dream about it, come join us at our meetings.  

 

“The world is a book, 

and those who do not travel read only one page. 

http://www.majesticisles.com/travelclub.htm


November 2012                                            Majestic Isles News 25 

 

 

M.I. CANCER RESEARCH 
By Marilyn Chermak, Claire Deveney, Renee Stichel 
 

The new season opened with 

an extravaganza featuring 

wine and hors d’oeuvres 

made by board members. It 

was held at the clubhouse 

October 25 from 3 to 5 p.m. 

The event was open to all with entertainment by 

popular singer Diane Sherrow. Wine stewards were 

Ed Bloom, Irwin Shilling and Paul Mendelsohn.  
 

The Fashion Show will be held on Thursday, Nov. 

15.  Lunch, catered by Famous will be at 12 noon and 

the show will feature the latest Patchington clothes 

modeled for Pap Corps by Jan Grove, Fran Silling, 

Helen Mai and Estelle Synder and for Hadassah by 

Gerry Herman, Joann Schwartz, Nadine Ehrlich and 

Elly Wertheimer. Two Patchington gift certificates 

will be prizes. The price is $25 per person. Place 

checks in back lobby box of either group. 
 

Our “Coins for the Cure” brunch will be on Sunday, 

Dec. 16 at 11 a.m. Exquisite Catering by Robert of 

North Miami will provide a delicious and varied 

menu. The entertainment is TBA. Price is $25 per 

person. Place your checks and table information in 

the Pap mailbox in back lobby. This is an event not to 

be missed. Fund raisers Marsha Steiner and Suzanne 

Skinner are organizing this event and many other 

programs.   
 

Football mania is in full swing and has resulted in 

substantial contributions to M.I. Pap Corps. Watch 

for the guaranteed winner posted on Channel 63 each 

week. Congratulations to Ed Gerard, Ed Strauber or 

Paul Mendelsohn for their outstanding work in 

selling tickets and running this program  
 

Watch for details on collecting and donating clothes 

by dropping items off at one location in M.I. during 

January, February and March. Pap Corps is working 

with a Thrift Shop in Lake Worth.  
 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S CLUB 
                                                        By Ruth Oppler 

 

Another month has passed and we want to bring you 

up to date. Our friendship supper was enjoyed by all 

that attended. Our chairpersons, Sandy and Bob 

Rosenhouch, did a spectacular job. Everything was 

perfect. We thank Gladys Cohen and Karen Cohen 

for helping with the set up and thank all who helped 

clean up.  
 

Our narrated boat ride had a great response, good 

weather and was very enjoyable. 
 

Get your card games, etc. and be ready to play 

November 12, 2012, 11:30 a.m,. at the Delray 

Country Club. The cost will be $25/person for a hot 

lunch. Check the back lobby for the flyer. Make your 

lunch choice and mark your checks with your choice, 

then put all the checks for your game in one 

envelope. Gentlemen, bring your card game and join 

us for a nice day. 
 

November 15, 2012, is "Habitat for Humanity and 

Abused Women Pick Up Day" at the clubhouse from 

10:30 to 11:30 am. Contact Joyce Millbauer (731-

3164) or Ruth Rossi (733-1501) with any questions. 

The truck will only go to homes that have a large 

item. Please -- only clean and good condition items 

are acceptable.  
 

Dec. 10, 2012: The “Welcome Back Luncheon" will 

start at 11:30 a.m.  Box lunch costs $16/person and 

there are choices of lunch. Fliers will be available in 

the back lobby after November 12. Your check is 

your registration. Please put your food choice on your 

check and make up your tables. We would appreciate 

it if all the checks for one table are in one envelope 

and placed in our back lobby mailbox. Don’t forget 

our program presented by Suzi Cruz. 
 

Jan. 7, 2013: We’ll hold our installation at Mama 

Mia's Tratorria at Hypoluxo and Lyons. 
 

Anyone paying dues now of $15 will be paid up for 

the rest of this year and 2013. Join us. We have lots 

of fun and we have interesting events. Invite your 

neighbors to be part of Women's Club. We would 

love to have our new residents join us as well. It’s a 

great way to meet other people. 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
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SOCIAL CLUB    
                  By Marge Chappell 
 

Our meeting, with entertainment by the Venetian 

Isles Choraleers, planned for Oct. 16 was rescheduled 

to Tuesday, Nov. 13 in order not to conflict with the 

Oct. 16 presidential debate that was scheduled for 

Come on Nov. 13 to enjoy this wonderful group. 
 

This year the Toys for Tots collection will be donated 

to The Boynton Soup Kitchen. We have spoken to 

the folks there and they are thrilled that this is being 

done for the children who come there. There is a box 

in the back lobby for you to deposit your unwrapped 

toys. Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

There is still time to make a reservation for our New 

Year’s Party. Don’t miss out on this fun event - get 

your checks in ASAP. Fliers are in the back lobby. 
 

Don’t forget about the 2013 show series – we have 

some great entertainers that you won’t want to miss. 
 

There’s just one movie on this month’s calendar – 

“The Artist” on Nov. 10 (see box on this page). The 

film will be shown in Blue-Ray. 
 

We look forward to seeing you at these events. We 

wish all a very Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SINGLES 
                                                   By Ellin Goldstein 

 

Get ready for an interesting and exciting season. Our 

upcoming events include:  

 

November 9: Meeting.  Don’t forget to bring 

pajamas for the underprivileged kids.  It’s now time 

to pay dues, which are $15.   

December 7:  Meeting 

December 15 We’ll be going to Harid’s for a ballet 

at 3 p.m. 

December 31: The Singles are going to Naples for 

New Year’s.  We will be attending a dinner show, 

“Fiddler on the Roof,” enjoy a boat ride the next day, 

do some shopping and then head home. 
 

The Kravis Senior Series will begin in January.  

Eighteen people plan to attend the shows and then go 

out for dinner. 
 

Come to a meeting to hear what else is being 

considered and to give us your input. All suggestions 

are seriously considered. See you there! 

MOVIES – MOVIES - MOVIES  

8 p.m. at the clubhouse 
 

With Blue-ray capability, our movies now fill the 

screen with wonderfully clear pictures.  

 

SAT., NOVEMBER 10: THE ARTIST  This 

modern-day silent film artfully recounts the 

poignant end of the silent-movie era in the 

late 1920s. The story contrasts the declining 

fortunes of a silent-screen superstar with his 

lover's rise to popularity as a darling of the 

"talkies." 

 

SAT., DECEMBER 1: WHAT TO EXPECT 

WHEN YOU ARE EXPECTING This star-

studded romantic comedy follows the 

intersecting lives of several couples as they 

hazard the ups and downs of pregnancy and 

impending parenthood. In the process, they 

discover some important lessons about life and 

love. 
 

NOTE: We show our films with closed 

captioning. 
 

The film descriptions are taken from the Netflix 

website. 

 

 

FALL BACK: 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

ENDS NOVEMBER 4, 2012 

 

 
 

We revert to standard time on the first 

Sunday in November. 

 

On November 4, turn your clocks back 

an hour, effectively moving an hour of 

daylight from the evening to the morning. 
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SNOWBIRDS 
                                              By Bobbe Greene 
 

Wow, it’s good to be back and what 

a nice season our group has planned. 

On Dec. 7 we will hold a general 

meeting/get together and hold off 

until Jan. 11, when everyone will 

have returned, to have our Welcome Back Brunch. 

Price and details will be forthcoming. 
 

On Tuesday, Jan. 29, Seymour Bochner and Bernie 

Spiess, in conjunction with the Travel club, have 

planned a one-night, two day trip to Naples and Ft. 

Myers. Some of the many great amenities include a 

narrated tour of Naples, Lunch at Altins, and one 

night at the Residence Inn with a hot breakfast 

included. There will be a cocktail party Tuesday 

night plus a Dinner/Show (“Fiddler on The Roof”) at 

the Broadway Palm Theater. A cruise of Naples Bay 

is scheduled for Wednesday.  There will be ample 

time for shopping or relaxing. The cost is $167 per 

person based on double occupancy. There is a $30 

single room supplement. All taxes and gratuities are 

included. What a deal! Everyone is invited to join us. 
 

On Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013 Jack and Bobbe Greene 

have reserved seats at the Broward Stage Door 

Theatre for us to see “Damn Yankees.” The 

performance is at 2 p.m. and promises to be a 

“winner.” Prices are $35 for members, and $37 for 

non-members. Invite your friends and get your 

groups together for tickets will go fast. 

 

 

 

 

ROYAL BOWLING 
                                              By Shelly Mehlman 

 

It must be the new coffee and cookies… 
 

The Royal bowlers are coming alive. Just 

look at some of our scores. "Uncle 

Miltie" scored 157 and Shelly Mehlman 

184. Joan Cetlin is doing well and is enjoying 

bowling. It is very good to see Fred Oestreicher 

bowling well again. Mike Ost made an impossible 

shot and received a bunch of “high fives” from the 

group. 
 

We are all having fun and look forward to Thursday 

afternoons. 

 

 

HADASSAH   
                                                               By Ellin Goldstei 
 

On Nov. 15, there will be a joint 

Hadassah/Cancer Fashion Show here at 

Majestic Isles Clubhouse.  The clothes 

will be provided by Patchington. There 

will also be a dairy luncheon to enjoy.  

Our own members will be modeling the outfits. It is 

always great to watch our members strut their stuff.  

Be sure to attend. Please leave checks in our box with 

your table mates. Price is $25 per person. 
 

The Board Meeting on Nov. 19, at 10:30 a.m,. is 

again followed by a study group at 2 p.m. The regular 

meeting will be on Nov. 26, at 11:30 a.m. At that 

meeting, we will be treated to a virtual show from 

Stan Rothstein showing us all the details of the great 

Centennial Celebration in Israel.  Members will be 

serving an Israeli luncheon after his talk. 
 

Sunday Jan. 13 – 20 will be the Hadassah/Cancer 

Cruise on the Allure of the Seas.   Everyone is 

looking forward to this annual event. There are still 

some rooms available.  If you are interested, don’t 

wait. Book now!! 
 

On Jan. 24, our Hadassah Card Party will take place 

at Lakeview Terrace in Boca Raton.  Enjoy a 

spectacular buffet with fantastic choices.  Get your 

groups together and be sure to join us. 
 

More exciting events are planned for next year 

including a Sunday afternoon barbeque and our gala 

Woman of the Year dinner banquet. Watch for more 

details.  

 

 

 

Christmas Toy Collection 
 

The Social Club will again be collecting 

Christmas toys.  This year, thanks to the 

suggestion of Myrna Bader, we will be donating 

to the Boynton Soup Kitchen.  Children from 

ages 1-12 will appreciate any unwrapped new 

toys you can donate.  We will have a box in the 

back lobby starting this month (November).  

Please check Channel 63 for date and please 

give generously to our local children. 
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ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
November 1 – December 31, 2012 

 

Watch channel 63 for additions, cancellations, or changes in date or time. 
 

For additional information, please contact an officer of the appropriate club, 

not the Majestic Isles Office. 
 

f = free, p = paid, a = away, h = home 
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  4 Sun. 9:30 a.m.  Men’s Club    Breakfast (f,h) 

  5 Mon. 2:00 p.m. Board of Director’s   Meeting (f,h) 

 7  Wed 9:00 a.m.  Travel Club Trip  Costume World (p,a) 

 8 Thurs. 7:30 p.m. Board of Directors  Meeting (f,h)  

 9 Fri. 4:30 p.m.  Singles’     Meeting 

10 Sat. 8:00 p.m. Social Club   Movie Time  (p,h) 

11 Sun. 7:30 p.m.  MILT     Workshop 

12 Mon.    11:30 a.m. Women’s Club    Card Party (p,a) 

  4:00 p.m. Investment Group  Discussion (f,h) 

13 Tues. 7:30  Social Club   Meeting    

14 Wed. 7:30 p.m.  Candidates Night   Meeting  (f,h) 

15 Thurs. 10:00 a.m.   Women’s Club                                Collection for Abused Women (h) 

                           12:00 p.m.  Cancer/ Hadassah  Fashion Show (p,h) 

18 Sun.      11:00 a.m.   Travel Club    Meeting (f,h) 

19 Mon.  2:00 p.m.  Hadassah    Study Group (f,h) 

26 Mon. 11:30 a.m. Hadassah    Meeting (p, h) 

28 Wed.      2:00 p.m.  Book Talks and More   Discussion (f, h)  

 

1 Sat. 8:00 p.     Social Club         Movie Time (p,h) 

2 Sun 9:30 a.m.  Men’s Club         Breakfast (f,h) 

  7:30 p.m.  M.I.L.T.   Workshop (f,h) 

3 Mon. 2:00 p.m.  Board of Director      Meeting 

6 Thurs. 7:30 p.m.  Board of Director’s Meeting 

7 Fri.        11:00 a.m.  Snowbird’s  General Meeting  (f,h) 

  4:30 p.m. Single’s Club     Meeting (f,h) 

9 Sun. 6:00 p.m.  Yiddish Club     Chanukah Event ( h) 

10 Mon 11:30 a.m.  Women’s Club     Luncheon (p,h) 

  4:00 p.m. Investment Group            Discussion (f,h) 

12 Wed 10:00 a.m.            Board of Directors           Paper shredding truck (p,h) 

13 Thurs 7:00 p.m. Board Of Director’s         Election of Board members 

16 Sun 10:30 a.m.  Cancer      Brunch (p,h) 

17 Mon 11:30 a.m. Hadassah    Meeting (f,h) 

19 Wed 2:00 p.m.  Book Talks and More Discussion (f,h) 

20 Thurs. 10:00 a.m. Men’s Club     Gulfstream Casino  (p,a) 

22 Sat 8:00 p.m.  Social Club    Movie Time (p,h) 

23 Sun 11:00 a.m.  Travel Club     Meeting 

26          Wed.      TBA   Social Club  Grandkids party (p, h)     

27          Thurs.    TBA                 Social Club  Grandkids party (p, h) 

31 Mon. TBA                Social Club                       New Year’s Eve party  (p,h) 
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