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HURRAY FOR THANKSGIVING! 
By Phyllis M. Cohen 

 

Thank heavens for Thanksgiving. Itôs the one holiday that has no great 

expectations. All you need to enjoy it are a pair of elastic waist pants and a 

voracious appetite so you can eat yourself into a stupor. Even if you are the one 

hosting the event, large or small, itôs manageable. True, in my motherôs day it was 

a chore.  Everything was done from scratch ï the turkey was bought ñon the hoofò 

at the live market and even the fish was pulled live from a tank by the fishmonger, 

hit on the head with a mallet and sent home to be pounded into gefilte fish by 

hand in a wooded chopping bowl while the turkey was cooked all day into 

cardboard.  
 

Television comedies routinely hyped turkey day problems such as your tipsy 

Uncle Sol dancing with a lampshade on his head, your cousin Dora now emerging 

as your cousin Don and the neighborôs St. Bernard making off with the turkey. In 

our real life feasts, the problems tended to be more prosaic such as leaving the 

giblet bag in the turkeyôs carcass, forgetting to turn on the oven or serving 

creamed Brussel sprouts in truffle oil to the guests waiting for sweet potatoes.  
 

But we can pretty much forget about those issues nowadays, regardless of how big 

our guest lists are. Most of the items from turkey to yams are readily available 

cooked, and if you are shifty, you can manage to dispose of the wrappings and 

store containers before anyone arrives so your homemade meal is entirely yours. 

And to make things even easier, you can give your grandkids chicken fingers and 

French fries (frozen of course) and let them bring their iPads to the kiddie table. 
 

But there is one big problem for this yearôs festivities. It comes hard on the heels 

of one of the most contentious presidential elections we have ever witnessed. If 

your guests include voters of both parties, you can be assured that it will be hard 

to control the fireworks, regardless of the winner. While you are serving turkey, 

cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie, some of the guests are being forced to eat crow, 

sour grapes and humble pie. In fact, it might be a good idea, in spite of the second 

amendment, to insist that guests park any weapons at the door, and to remove 

anything from the table that might suggest violence, such as drumsticks, 

breadsticks and carrot sticks. Instead of the usual kidsô table, you might separate 

the guests by party, while the third party supporters can sit under the table. If the 

legalized medical marijuana bill has passed in Florida, think of getting early scrip 

for yourself to help keep your cool. Otherwise, prepare an extra strong cocktail to 

start the dinner. And instead of going around the table asking each guest what 

they are thankful for this year, prepare a list of forbidden topics: the elections, 

weather (no global warming), the Iran nuclear deal, Obamacare and Brexit. Offer 

alternative conversation gambits: the Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie breakup; the 

winner on Americaôs Got Talent; the latest Star Wars epic. 
 

Hopefully, you will have by now served enough turkey to induce that coma like 

effect caused by eating 16,000 calories of turkey, fat, salt, sugar and preservatives 

so you can roll your guests into the living room to watch three football games 

simultaneously on the TV, their iPhones and tablets. 
 

If you do want to keep to the spirit of the holiday, you might offer up a prayer 

expressing your gratitude that the elections are over and that the campaigning 

for the 2020 election canôt possibly start before January 2017.  

  

 

For photos, information 

and back  issues of our 

newsletter (starting 

with April 2008) check 
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